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Child care providers receive needed supplies 

October 19, 2020—On Oct. 13 and 15 a total of 15 child care centers and 35 home-based 
programs benefited from donated supplies in an effort to support early childhood development 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
 
The newly formed Douglas County Childcare Coalition, an initiative co-led by the Business 
Champions for Kids program at Douglas ESD and Care Connections & Education at UCC, 
organized the giveaway. Douglas County Commissioners allocated funds for these supplies and 
coordinated the purchase of all the items.  
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Here’s a snapshot of the distributed items: 
 

● 800 rolls of paper towels 
● Almost 25,000 paper plates and bowls 
● 80 gallons of bleach 
● 50 bottles of disinfectant spray 
● Too many pencils, pens, crayons, markers and glue sticks to count 
● 100 packages of sanitizing wipes (most coveted item) 

 
“It has been amazing to see the community come together as a coalition to strategize on 
solutions to increase the availability of quality child care and support our community’s child care 
providers,” says Julie Hurley, Biz4Kids program coordinator at Douglas ESD. “All the providers 
who came to the distribution events were so grateful for the support they were receiving from 
their community and truly appreciated all the supplies they received.” 
 
The Douglas County Childcare Coalition was formed in response to the overall child care crisis 
in Douglas County. More than a total of 30 local businesses, nonprofits, public and education 
sectors are included in the partnership. The collective collaboration increases  
awareness, builds an early child care workforce, finds suitable facilities and expands business 
involvement. Support is made available to providers in navigating licensure, training, marketing, 
food programs and subsidized programs. 
 
Looking forward, Douglas County Childcare Coalition recognizes the need to develop a child 
care emergency response plan while continuing to expand the availability, quality and 
affordability of early child education centers in Douglas County. The coalition will continue to 
support current providers by providing resources to help off-set the increased expenses related 
to the pandemic. 
 
“It has become more apparent to the business leaders how important child care providers are to 
the economic success of our community, not only since it allows employees to come to work 
knowing their children are in a safe, quality environment but the key role early childhood 
education has in developing a future workforce,” says Hurley.  
 
Business Champions for Kids (Biz4Kids) officially launched its program in December 2017 with 
the intention to encourage businesses to adopt family-friendly practices in an effort to support 
early childhood development. Biz4Kids seeks to raise awareness among the business 
community that an investment in early childhood has a high return, including lower incarceration 
rates, increased productivity and a healthier workforce. By supporting employees with children, 
particularly ages birth to 5, employers can make a lasting difference in their communities. 
 
For more information about Biz4Kids or to become involved, visit www.biz4kids.org and for 
additional information about the Douglas County Childcare Coalition, visit 
www.biz4kids.org/douglas-county-childcare-coalition 
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