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We see the lovely orange, black spotted wings �apping gently against the breeze, and perched against a
�ower. We see these beauties in our gardens, along roadways, in meadows, and more across most of
North America. So delicate and tiny, yet so important. One of the most beautiful insects that we can
think of, the Monarch butter�y, is integral to our planet’s health.  As these butter�ies feed on nectar,
they pollinate the plants, especially wild�owers. They are important in the food chain as well for birds,
small animals, and other insects. 
 
In general insects and most Monarchs live only for a few weeks, however, the Monarch generation that
emerges in late Summer/early Fall is “born to roam”. They may live eight to nine months as they travel
across the United States and into Mexico, accomplishing their lengthy migration.

Unfortunately,  these amazing butter�ies are now endangered for three main reasons.  First, Monarchs
only lay their eggs on certain species of Milkweed - a plant long considered a noxious weed and targeted
for removal.  Second, the Monarch’s winter habitat in California and Mexico is shrinking. This is due
to deforestation, harsh weather, and land development. Third, Monarchs are especially a�ected by
climate change.

According to the National Parks Service, “Especially during the last decade, changes in climate have
resulted in more out-of-season storms, severe temperature drops and excessive rain. The combination
of both wet and cold is deadly and has resulted in the deaths of hundreds of millions of butter�ies.”
The decline is so great that the Monarch butter�y’s numbers have dropped from 1,235,490 in 1997 to
29,418 as of 2019.1

 
What can we do as residents of Westchester County to help the endangered Monarch?  Here are some
things we can try:

1. Don’t use pesticides containing chemicals that may kill Milkweed.  Always read the list of
ingredients in whatever you are applying in your home or garden.

2. Plant native Milkweed according to your region.
3. Build a monarch waystation habitat.
4. Use certi�ed wood by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) that has not  been harvested in

areas where Monarchs breed or feed.
5. Learn more about Monarchs and their native host species. Educate others with your

�ndings!
 
Working together, we can help the beautiful Monarch butter�y!

1 "Statista" [Richter, Felix. “Infographic: Western Monarchs Rapidly Declining.” Statista Infographics,
4 Feb. 2020, www.statista.com/chart/20716/monarch-butter�y-population-decline/]

https://www.gardendesign.com/plants/milkweed.html
https://www.monarchwatch.org/waystations/
http://www.statista.com/chart/20716/monarch-butterfly-population-decline/

