
BLESSINGS ALWAYS 
July 29, 2020 

Association Minister Message 
Rev. Daniel L. Busch 

SCARCITY…ABUNDANCE. “We have nothing to eat but five loaves and two 
fish…and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve baskets full.” 
(from Matthew 14). Matthew gives us a behind the scenes discussion among Jesus 
and His disciples. Jesus earlier in the day was trying to find a place of rest away from 
the crowds “to a deserted place by himself.” The crowds followed Him “…and he 
had compassion for them and cured their sick.” Later that evening the disciples 
wanted to send the crowd away, but Jesus said, “They need not go away; you give 
them something to eat,” an act of hospitality and care. How could they provide food 
for “…about five thousand men, besides women and children.” You want us to feed 
them with just five loaves and two fish? Really? There is not enough, they thought 
(SCARCITY). Jesus asks for the loaves and fish to be brought to Him and He blesses 
what seems to be a meager solution. When leftovers were collected after the 
crowd was fed, there was more than what they initially had. ABUNDANCE. The 
meager offering became a blessing of extravagant care and nourishment.   

This story is more than about loaves and fish. It is more than the ABUNDANCE 
of things or wealth. ABUNDANCE includes words, opinions, judgments, and “isms” 
that can either be affirming or condemning. It is about hospitality, generosity, 
sharing, caring, and believing. There is a fine line between good and evil, 
thoughtfulness and thoughtlessness, kind and hurtful, or SCARCITY and 
ABUNDANCE.  

During this time of pandemic, racial tensions, and hurricanes, it is easy to 
wonder if we have enough to share when we are trying to survive ourselves, let 
alone dealing with those forces that are trying to intimidate or destroy us. It would 
be so easy to be like the disciples and send the problems away and not deal with 
them. It is not too late to be generous with our time to work on reconciliation and 
healing. God has entrusted us to be stewards of the creation and we offer ourselves 
as caretakers of God’s world. Our financial sharing can support those in need. God 
blesses us with the ABUNDANCE of faith, hope and love for grace-filled living. Thank 
you for turning SCARCITY into ABUNDANCE. Together we can make a difference. 
BLESSINGS ALWAYS. 


