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 TREASURE. “…for the realm of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his 

treasure what is new and what is old.”  Matthew 13:52. Hoarders alert--Declutters beware. Can 

we have it both ways? Old and new TREASURE is an interesting twist from Jesus’ parable 

explaining the realm/kingdom of heaven. In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus begins His ministry by being 

baptized that led to a wilderness experience. He then began preaching, called disciples, was the 

teacher of spiritual good news and proclaimer of wisdom using parables. Please allow me to be 

personal. 

  TREASURE. I will admit that I can tell you who gave me various items in my home. Some of 

the things I have were given to me because the “giver” did not want old stuff anymore; I now 

benefit from their beauty and historic connection and value. Someone’s junk has become my 

TREASURE. I also admit that I remember the giver’s relationship with me whenever I use or look 

at those things. I have added many new things that are also TREASURES. Old and new bring 

memory and comfortable surroundings. 

 Hoarding. Declutter. It is a matter of perspective. What I consider a treasure may not be a 

TREASURE to anyone else. TREASURE can be a blessing or curse. TREASURE is also found in 

thinking, attitudes, relationships, and spirituality. So many persons have influenced me in my 

thoughts, words and deeds. I can “hoard” them and not share them with others. I can “declutter” 

them and loose the value they bring into my life. For instance, if I hold onto love for myself, it 

really is not love and becomes selfish desire. I can hold grudges that destroy relationships or 

others. Hatreds and bigotry can undermine justice and peace. Love opens possibilities for 

forgiveness and reconciliation. 

 During this time of pandemic, I could be so concerned about my well-being that I neglect 

caring or ignore safe social practices that might lead to illness. I have learned new ways of 

communicating and keeping in touch with family and friends. I have found new TREASURE in 

relationships, yet aware of the TREASURE of being with others. I have thoughtfully and prayerfully 

prayed for strength and comfort for those around me and in every country who face covid, racial 

tensions, poverty, political and religious extremism. My faith challenges me to share my 

TREASURE so that others might have life and have it abundantly. The UCC declares, “Our faith 

may be 2000 years old. Our thinking is not.” God’s testament continues and the story is new and 

fresh in every generation. God blesses us with TREASURE both old and new. Thanks be to God! 

BLESSINGS ALWAYS. 


