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31ST WORLD INDIVIDUAL DEBATING & PUBLIC SPEAKING CHAMPIONSHIPS

THE WORLD IS COMING TO CANADA
The world’s best student debaters and public
speakers are coming to Canada for the first time in
history.
Branksome Hall is proud to host the 31st World Individual Debating and Public Speaking
Championship in Toronto, Ontario, Canada from April 11 to 17, 2019.
More than 125 high school debaters and public speakers from around the globe will compete in four
challenging categories: debating, interpretive reading and impromptu speaking, as well as either afterdinner speaking or persuasive speaking.
Competitors will rank among the world’s very best student orators — having already proven
themselves at local, regional, national and international tournaments. They’ll arrive in Toronto seeking
the ultimate prize: the prestigious title of world champion.

A GLOBAL EVENT
The World Individual Debating and Public Speaking Championships is an annual international English
language debating and public speaking tournament for individual high school-level students from
around the globe.
The Worlds is represented by a diverse mix of public, private and independent high schools from a
broad range of nations including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Argentina
Australia
Botswana
Canada
Cyprus
England
Germany
Hong Kong

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

India
Israel
Lithuania
Pakistan
South Africa
South Korea
United States of America
Zimbabwe

The Worlds is an innovative multi-day tournament which requires students to interact and collaborate
with like-minded peers from diverse cultural backgrounds and countries.

TORONTO’S ONLY ALL-GIRLS, ALL YEARS IB WORLD SCHOOL

ABOUT BRANKSOME HALL
Branksome Hall is proud to be the first Canadian
school to host the Worlds in the tournament’s history.
Branksome is Toronto’s only all-girls, all years, International Baccalaureate World School. Established
in 1903, we offer courses from Junior Kindergarten to Grade 12, boarding for Grades 7 through 12 and
more than $1 million in financial assistance for qualifying students.
Our curriculum is globally focused, our faculty is international and our technology and facilities are
state-of-the-art. At Branksome, we believe intellectual curiosity and advanced problem-solving are key
to thriving in a complex, changing world. From our campus in downtown Toronto, and our sister school
in South Korea, our students go on to be welcomed at the world’s most prestigious universities, usually
with scholarships.
Branksome has a long tradition of success in debating and public speaking — incorporating these
important skills into the core of our curriculum from our earliest grades. It should be no surprise then
that Branksome alumnae have enjoyed tremendous success at previous Worlds, including Zeenia
FRAMROZE’11, who was named the 2010 tournament’s grand champion.

PREVIOUS WORLDS HOST SCHOOLS & NATIONS
2018
Bishop’s Diocesan College
South Africa

2010
Debate Centre
Lithuania

2002
Michaelhouse School
South Africa

1994
Taunton School
England

2017
Ravenswood School for Girls
Australia

2009
Reading Blue Coat School
England

2001
Queen Anne’s School
England

2016
Shady Side Academy
USA

2008
German Debating Society
Germany

2000
The English School
Cyprus

1993
Reading Blue Coat School
& Queen Anne’s School
England

2015
Hong Kong Debating Society
Hong Kong

2007
Bishop’s College
South Africa

1999
Maru A Pula School
Botswana

2014
Debate Centre
Lithuania

2006
The Hotchkiss School
USA

1998
Northlands School
Argentina

2013
Clifton School
South Africa

2005
The English School
Cyprus

1997
Taunton School
England

2012
Moreton Bay Boys’ College
Australia

2004
Wasatch Academy
USA

1996
Reading Blue Coat School
England

2011
Moreton Bay Boys’ College
Australia

2003
Queen Anne’s School
England

1995
The English School
Cyprus

1992
Aylesbury School
England
1991
Taunton School
England
1990
Reading Blue Coat School &
Queen Anne’s School
England
1989
Reading Blue Coat School
& Queen Anne’s School
England
1988
Reading Blue Coat School
England

TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE

WORLDS 2019 AT A GLANCE
For seven days in April 2019, Branksome Hall will host
the world’s best student debaters and public speakers.
Thursday, April 11
3:30 p.m.
5:00 p.m.

Registration Opens
Branksome Campus Tours & Refreshments
Opening Ceremony & Welcome Dinner

Friday, April 12
7:00 to 8:00 a.m.

8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
1:15 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
At Leisure

Breakfast
Judges & Competitors Briefing
Interpretive Reading Round I
Break/Refreshments
Impromptu Speaking Round I
Lunch
Judges & Competitors Briefing
After-Dinner/Persuasive Speaking Round I
Break/Refreshments
Group Photos
Dinner

Saturday, April 13

Sunday, April 14
7:00 - 8:00 a.m.

8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
1:00 - 9:00 p.m.

Breakfast
Judges & Competitors Briefing
Debate Round II, Flight A
Break/Refreshments
Debate Round II, Flight B
Lunch
Excursion to Niagara Falls (includes dinner)

Monday, April 15
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
1:00 p.m.

Breakfast
Announcement of Finalists
Debate Motions for Finals
Finals
Self-Guided Explore Toronto (Part I)
(includes lunch at participants’ leisure)

6:30 p.m.

Worlds Annual General Meeting and Dinner

(coaches and
chaperones)

6:30 p.m.

Dinner and Dance Party

(students)

7:00 - 8:00 a.m.

8:30 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
1:15 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2:30 p.m.
2:45 p.m.
4:15 p.m.
6:30 p.m.
9:00 p.m.

Breakfast
Competitors & Coaches Meeting
After-Dinner/Persuasive Speaking Round II
Break/Refreshments
Interpretive Reading Round II
Lunch
Judges & Competitors Briefing
Debate Round I, Flight A
Break/Refreshments
Debate Round I, Flight B
Impromptu Speaking Round 2
Depart for Dinner at CN Tower
Return to Hotel

Tuesday, April 16
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Breakfast
Self-Guided Explore Toronto (Part II)
(includes lunch at participants’ leisure)

2:00 p.m.

Grand Finals
at Hart House, University of Toronto

6:30 p.m.

Gala Dinner & Awards Ceremony

Wednesday, April 17
Based on Travel Plans

Breakfast & Transfer to Airport

REQUEST FOR SPONSORSHIP

SUPPORTING FUTURE LEADERS
Hosting a tournament of the magnitude of Worlds
requires the support of an entire community in order
to succeed.
Toronto is an expensive city and the costs associated with hosting an event like Worlds 2019 can be
extraordinary.
Sponsor support will help ensure Branksome can provide the Worlds’ young participants — our
globe’s future leaders — with a truly memorable, transformative experience. In addition to providing
general support for Worlds, sponsorship will also help ensure no qualified competitor is prevented
from participating in this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity simply because of its cost.
For a full list of sponsorship levels, and accompanying recognition, please see the following pages.

WORLDS 2019 PRIMARY AUDIENCES
(directly involved/on-site during Championships)

•
•
•

125 student competitors (co-ed, ages 16-19)
50 adult chaperones and coaches
150 volunteer judges (includes Branksome Hall alumnae, parents, grandparents,
employees and other school friends, as well as members of the public)

WORLDS 2019 SECONDARY AUDIENCES
(awareness through internal and external event promotion and expected media coverage)

•
•
•

Broader Branksome community (parents, students, alumnae, grandparents, employees
and other school friends)
Neighbouring Rosedale and Yorkville communities
Members of the general public

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
There are several different sponsorship opportunities
available for Worlds 2019 for your consideration.
Please note the following sponsor levels represent general opportunities. Branksome Hall would be
pleased to work with you to identify a more personalized opportunity (and accompanying recognition)
should you prefer something more tailored to your specific interests. Please note all sponsorship
amounts listed below are in Canadian dollars (CAD).

Presenting Sponsor ($15,000)
A commitment of $15,000 can result in your naming as the Presenting Sponsor of Worlds 2019.
Recognition at this level will include::
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Listing your role as the presenting sponsor in all communication materials and vehicles
referring to Worlds 2019 (i.e. “World Individual Debating and Public Speaking Championships,
presented by X”) including linking your corporate logo to that of the Worlds.
Highly-prominent corporate logo placement on all event advertising, signage, handouts, display
screens, banners, print and media materials
Inviting you or your representative to provide opening remarks at the Worlds 2019 Opening
Dinner
Providing tickets to the tournament’s Opening Dinner, Grand Finals and Closing Gala event
The opportunity for you or a representative to present awards to competitors during the Closing
Gala
The opportunity to include promotional or gift item(s) in the delegate welcome bag
The opportunity to meet with student competitors
The opportunity for your employees and/or other representatives to serve as tournament judges

Event Sponsor ($5,000 to $7,500)
Alternatively, a cash commitment (or equivalent in-kind contribution) in the range of $5,000 to $7,500
can result in naming you as the sponsor of one of several specific activities and offerings during Worlds
2019. The specifiic opportunities available to sponsor at this level include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Welcome Dinner Sponsor, with featured guest speaker ($7,500)
Grand Finals Sponsor ($7,500)
Closing Gala & Awards Ceremony Sponsor, with featured guest speaker ($7,500)
Registration and Refreshment Sponsor* ($5,000)
Breakfasts* Sponsor ($5,000)
Lunches* Sponsor ($5,000)
Excursion to Niagara Falls Sponsor ($5,000)
Volunteer Sponsor ($5,000)

Recognition at this level will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Listing your role as the sponsor of a specific event or offering (i.e. “Grand Finals, sponsorsed
by X”)
Logo placement on all event advertising, signage, display screens, handouts, banners, print
and media materials
The opportunity to include promotional or gift item(s) in the delegate welcome bag
Providing tickets to the tournament’s Opening Dinner, Grand Finals or Closing Gala event
The opportunity to meet with student competitors
The opportunity for your employees and/or other representatives to serve as tournament
judges

*Sole sponsorship opportunties for registration and refreshment breaks (six total) or breakfasts (five
total) or all lunches (four total) held during Worlds 2019.

Patron ($1,000)
A cash commitment of $1,000 can result in naming you as a Worlds 2019 patron.
Recognition at this level will include:
•
•
•
•

Listing you (text only) on patron signage and display screens at event venues, as well
as in any printed event programs
Two tickets to the tournament’s Opening Dinner or Closing Gala event
Two tickets to Grand Finals
The opportunity to serve as a tournament judge

Individual patrons (non-corporate) will receive a Canadian tax receipt for $900.

In-Kind Donations
In addition to cash sponsorships, Branksome will also gratefully accept sponsorship in the
form of donated items and/or services. Products being sought as in-kind donations include,
but are not limited to:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Nut-free snacks
Canadiana souvenirs and small gifts
Mittens/toques/winterwear
Water bottles
Notepads
Pens
Stickers
Gift cards to local restaurants, cafés and attractions
Public transit/Presto passes

Recognition for in-kind donations (including eligibility for a Canadian tax receipt) will be
dependent on the value of donated items as well as CRA regulations on sponsorship and gifts
of a promotional nature. For more information, please contact Jason Balaban at jbalaban@
branksome.on.ca or by telephone at 416-920-6265 ext. 165.

SUPPORTING FUTURE LEADERS

Bring on the Worlds
Join us as we welcome many of the world’s best
student debaters and public speakers to Canada
for the first time.
Thank you for your consideration of this sponsorship proposal. We appreciate this opportunity to share
Branksome’s plans for World’s 2019 and all that we have in store for the 125 future world leaders who
will be participating in this prestigious tournament.

If you have any questions, or for more information, please contact:
Jason Balaban
Associate Director, Development
Branksome Hall
10 Elm Avenue
Toronto, ON M4W 1N4
CANADA
416-920-6265 ext. 165
jbalaban@branksome.on.ca
branksome.on.ca/worlds

10 Elm Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, M4W 1N4 CANADA
416.920.6265 worlds@branksome.on.ca

