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From Pastor Niemeier 

Giving Thanks at the End of Time 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

 

Now that we are in November once again, our thoughts 

are drawn toward two things: Thanksgiving and the End 

Times. 

 That is not a sentence I would have expected to write, 

that our thoughts are drawn to feasting and Armageddon, but 

as these November days shorten and the evening and morning 

twilight lengthens, I think it is apropos.  The Norman 

Rockwell-esque image of the Thanksgiving family meal seems 

odd juxtaposed with that of the Last Judgment when “waked 

by the trumpet sound, / [we from the] grave shall rise; / And 

see the Judge with glory crowned, / And see the flaming 

skies.”  But it’s true!  The American Thanksgiving civic 

holiday coincides with the very tail-end of the Church Year.  

In fact, this year, the Last Sunday precedes Thanksgiving.  

And Jesus gives us this warning and promise in the Gospel 

reading for the Last Sunday (the Last Sunday is November 21 

and Thanksgiving is November 25): “In those days, after that 

tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not 

give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the 

powers in the heavens will be shaken.  And then they will see 

the Son of Man coming in clouds with great power and glory.  

And then He will send out the angels and gather His elect 

from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 

heaven….But concerning that day or that hour, no one knows, 

not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father.  Be on guard, keep awake. For you do not know when 

the time will come.” (Mark 13:24-27, 32-33, ESV) 

  

  



 

 

Thanksgiving, though a civic holiday, points us toward 

giving thanks to God for the things we have in the here-and-

now.  But the Last Sunday of the Church Year reminds us of 

what is coming, and reminds us not only of our temporal 

blessings, but of the future promises that God has given us in 

the Second Coming.  In a way, it is a sort of proto-Advent for 

us. 

And given that, this year, the Last Sunday precedes 

Thanksgiving, we would do well to go into Thanksgiving with 

our minds and hearts set on giving thanks not only for what 

we have, but what we will have.  We have our food, raiment, 

life, opportunity, friendship, and fellowship, but we also have 

the promise of an eternal home: a new heaven and new earth 

where there shall be no division of God from His people, but 

where “the dwelling place of God is with man.  He will dwell 

with them, and they will be His people, and God Himself will 

be with them as their God.  He will wipe away every tear from 

their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 

mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things 

have passed away.” (Revelation 21:3-4). 

 So this Thanksgiving, while thanking God for your 

family, friends, health, and feast, give thanks, too, for what He 

will do when, in the fullness of time, He comes again to His 

people. 

 

In His grip, 

 

Pastor Nils Niemeier 

 

 

Join us for 

Thanksgiving Eve Worship  

on Wednesday, Nov 24th at 7 pm 

 

  



 

 

MISSION OF THE MONTH 
The LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces supports 

all LCMS chaplains who serve on active duty, in 

the reserves, the National Guard, Civil Air Patrol, 

and Coast Guard Auxiliary. LCMS chaplains 

deliver Word and Sacrament ministry to our military 

personnel and their families. 

The LCMS cares deeply for those who currently serve, for 

those who have donned the cloth of our nation in uniform, and 

for those who served our nation and live in our communities. 

 
 

 

1 - Allie Harrison, 2 - Jacob 

Susinno, Violet Saul 

3 ~ Jason Flynn, Audrey 

Derringer 7 - Amelia Siar,  

8 - Adam Bell, 10 ~ Jeff Smith, 11 

- Holly Krajeski,  

Joan Erickson, Margaret Haffner, 

Holly Krajeski,  

12 ~ George Harsch, Alexa 

Calvanese, Vincent Susinno, Derek Clarke, Melania Clarke, 

13 ~ Kate Smith, 14 - Robert Anderson,   

16 - Rev. Steve Unger 17 - James Gruenfelder, Brad 

McArthur, 18 - Melanie Buttaro, Ann Ezelius,  

20 - Emma Murphy, 23 ~ Emilia Retzlaff 

24 - Austin Polly, Ellen Edwards, 25 - Kristen Hass  

29 - Hannah Detwiler, 30 ~ Patricia Davidson 

 

  



 

 

MESSIAH YOUTH ALL SAINTS/SOULS PARTY! 

Nov 5th @ 6:00 PM 

For all youth: come out and celebrate in an All Saints/Souls 

gathering. There will be pizza, games, and a campfire with 

s’mores. Bring friends too! RSVP to the church office or to 

Liann Dennis at (631)413-5476. 

 

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary 

League needs your help. They need dark 

hand and bath towels, bars of Ivory or Dove 

Soap and receiving blankets. Come and help us 

assemble kits for Lutheran World Relief on 

Friday, Nov 19th at 3 pm  

 

 

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP 
Come join us between church 

services underneath the portico. 

There will be good coffee, snacks, 

tea, juice, and good conversation 

with your church family! 

 

 

Please speak with Josie Susinno if you 

want to make baskets for this year's raffle. 

There is a sign up in the Narthex where 

you can put your name, basket theme and 

phone number. Please consider doing 

more than one. We will hold the raffle 

before Thanksgiving. Raffle tickets will be 

available during the 9 am and 10:45 services. Call or text Josie 

at (631) 46-1136. 

 

 



 

 

The Garden Club is finished for the 

year taking care of the church grounds. 

Every Tuesday they faithfully came to 

church to weed, trim, rake, etc. Please take 

the time to thank any of the members when 

you see them: Bill Bambina, Judy Dragotta, 

Marilyn Jaeger, Wayne Mechow, and 

Nancy Murphy. Nancy McCabe took care 

of the flower pots. 

 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY  

Women’s Bible Study is held on 

Thursday evenings at 7 pm. Our fall 

topic is the New Testament church: its 

leadership, forms of worship, day-to-day 

life, and sense of community. There’s a 

lot to learn about how the first century congregations 

conducted themselves, and we’ll be coming across more 

women along the way. 
 

We’ll meet both in the council room at church and via Zoom. 

Please sign up by contacting the church office if you would 

like to join us. 
 

      ADULT BIBLE STUDY 
We are reading 2 Samuel together!   

Join Pastor Niemeier on 

Wednesday evenings at 6 pm 

as we read through the whole of Scripture 

together.  This class is still being presented as a 

hybrid class, for in-person and online instruction 

using Zoom.  Please call the church office to get 

the codes to join! 

 

 



 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

FALL WORK DAY 

Nov 13th at 10 am 
 

We need your help for our fall clean up 

in and around the church.  Bring your rakes, blowers, 

trimmers, etc.  Many hands make light work! 

 

 

Find Us on Social Media! 
 

On the Messiah Facebook 

page, you will find 

information about church 

services, COVID-9 updates, 

as well as devotionals and meditations.   

 

And don’t forget to subscribe to Messiah YouTube page!  

Here you’ll find archived videos of streamed services, 

messages from the pastors, devotionals and other video 

resources. 

 

Follow our pages today!  You can find links to both our 

Facebook and YouTube pages on our website, 

www.messiahny.com.  

 

 

 

Join us for our Annual Congregational 

Meeting on Sunday, Dec 5 at 

 10:30 am following the 9 am service. 

 

Please note: there is only 1 service that Sunday at 9 am.   

http://www.messiahny.com/


 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Please consider joining us on Nov 3 at  

1 pm in person. We are always looking 

for volunteers to join our group and help 

serve our church.   

 

 

 

If you are interested in having flowers at 

the altar in honor of an event or in memory 

of someone, please see the “Visitor 

Information” sheet in the pews.  Please 

note: a flower donation envelope must be 

submitted with your payment of $50 including information to 

be in the announcements.     

 

 

 



 

 

ELECTRONIC GIVING 
FaithStreet provides you with the ability to 

make your pledges/offerings online to 

support Messiah’s various programs and 

ministries.  FaithStreet allows you to give 

one-time, weekly, monthly or twice per 

month via your bank account, credit card, 

and debit card (just like you pay your utility bills). You can 

make your donations online or via text. It’s safe and secure, 

supported by the most robust and up-to-date security 

available. This will help the church keep a consistent flow of 

funds throughout the year. To give via FaithStreet, go to our 

website, www.messiahny.com.  In the upper right-hand corner 

click on MORE, scroll to DONATION and it will take you to 

the link for Faithstreet.com to set up your on-line giving 

account. 

 

 

 

 

It is time to gather together to share the 

Lord’s blessings.  It’s time for Our  

Thanksgiving Feast Sunday, Nov. 21st 
beginning at 1 pm  We need thankful 

Pilgrims of Messiah to sign up and attend 

this congregational event!  Sign up in the 

Church Narthex and plan to bring a 

favorite Thanksgiving dish to “gobble up”.  

If you have any questions, please contact Patty Hansen at 631-

737-0712 

 
 

 

 

 

https://messiahny.com/donate


 

 

The Altar Guild will once again 

decorate the Narthex and other areas 

of the church with poinsettias during 

the Christmas season.  We will obtain 

the poinsettia plants from the florist so 

they will be all nearly the same size.  

Anyone who wishes to purchase a 

poinsettia plant in memory of a loved 

one or in celebration of an event may 

do so.  We will publish the names of the donator and the 

loved one in an insert during the Christmas Season.  Those 

who purchase a plant may take it home after service on 

December 25th.  The price of each plant will be $12.  Please 

place your orders by SUNDAY DECEMBER 5th. 
 

Thanks for your participation and help with our Christmas 

decorating ~ we appreciate your help and your love.  In His 

Service ~ The Altar Guild  

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

  

Order form for Christmas Poinsettia Plants $12 each 

 

Name: _________________________________________ 

Number of Plants __________ 

In loving memory of:  _____________________________ 

_______________________________________________ 

In joyful celebration of:  ____________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

I will pick up my plant after church on Dec 25th  _________ 

I wish to have my plant for distribution to shut-ins and 

residents of Nursing homes _______ 

Amount enclosed _______ 

Please place order form in Offering Plate or in Church office. 

 


