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BEST BURGERS
Chef shares his tips for making the best 

of a football favorite, FOOD & SPIRITS, 1B 

FATHERS WALK
Dads of elementary schoolers held 

their fi rst walk to school event, LOCAL, 2A

GOLFING FOR A CAUSE
Marine League tourney raising money for 

Toys for Tots  SPORTS, 7A
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WEATHER
High 76, Low 62. 
Partly cloudy. 10A 
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DAYBREAK
Worth knowing
County Manager Alan Ours recently 

earned one of the highest awards the 

Georgia City-County Management 

Association has to give. Local, 2A

Worth knowing
Part of Old Jesup Road will be 

closed while crews work to repair 

pipes and culverts and replace a 

stretch of the road. Local, 2A  

By WES WOLFE
wwolfe@thebrunswicknews.com

There are many steps ahead be-
fore Georgia could open up the 
coast for oyster cultivation, but that 
process continued Tuesday morn-
ing as the meeting of the House Ru-
ral Development Council concluded 
at the College of Coastal Georgia.

State Rep. Jeff Jones, R-St. Si-

mons Island, is still working on lan-
guage for a bill he hopes will pass 
the General Assembly in the 2019 
session.

“As this whole thing has begun 
to evolve, we’ve had contacts from 
a number of the … distributors 
throughout the state who are anx-
ious to see us deliver quality, farm-
raised oysters to the restaurant in-
dustry on a 12-month a year basis,” 

Jones said. “But, we’re going to 
need to bring the spat in from out 
of state. Quite frankly, there is not 
enough oyster hatchery facility or 
capacity currently in the state to be 
able to service what we believe will 
be a very good and strong industry.”

Jones said the state Department 
of Natural Resources’ Coastal Re-
sources Division is going to need 
to hire at least three new staffers to 

kick off the oyster cultivation pro-
cess, but he said there is money al-
ready set aside that can be used for 
these jobs.

“So, we’ve got legislation in pro-
cess, got the full support of (DNR), 
we’ve got funding lined up, and we 
have market demand that’s already 
been expressed by folks such as 
Inland Seafood, a big seafood dis-
tributor out of Atlanta,” Jones said. 

“All the elements of this are coming 
together in an incredibly smooth 
fashion. And so for me, I more or 
less stumbled into this because of 
all the work done by the various 
folks involved in the industry.

“Actually, it was a reporter from 
The Brunswick News that contact-
ed me three or four months ago 

Georgia oyster farming pitched to House panel

By TYLER H. JONES
tjones@thebrunswicknews.com

A swanky downtown Brunswick 
restaurant met a rough end Tuesday 
when sheriff’s deputies served an 
eviction noticed, and the furnish-
ings were loaded into a box truck 
behind the building.

Strong Roots Provisions, 1618 
Newcastle St., was nearly empty 
Tuesday afternoon as tables, chairs, 
wallhangings and equipment sat 
waiting behind the building to be 
hauled away.

Owner Matthew Raiford, an 
award-winning chef, was on site 
but declined to comment on the sit-
uation. Calls to the building’s own-
er were not returned by press time.

Although the restaurant opened 
in early September, it was marred 
by licensing problems for much of 
its short-lived existence, according 
to public records.

Strong Roots Provisions did not 
receive its required occupancy 

Fate of 

$70K loan 

unclear
Amid restaurant’s 

closure, county-issued  
loan in default

By LAUREN MCDONALD
lmcdonald@thebrunswicknews.com

Five Glynn County middle school 
students signed papers Tuesday that 
they will be able to someday trans-
form into $10,000 scholarships for 
post-secondary education.

All that these promising students 
have to do now is keep their grades 
high, achieve good school atten-

dance, avoid bad behavior in and 
out of school, meet with mentors 
weekly, meet with academic coach-
es monthly, engage in college-prep 
activities and graduate high school.

This long list of requirements 
will be well worth it in the end for 
the fi ve newest REACH scholars, 
who signed their scholarship con-
tracts Monday during a ceremony 
at the Golden Isles College and Ca-

reer Academy.
This year’s scholars include 

Zhaniah Harrison, Kalynn Cason, 
Shayna Olliff, Jana Cassas and Bal-
ber Reyez-Hernandez. The students 
signed the scholarships as their 
family members stood directly be-
hind them.

REACH, or Realizing Educa-
tional Achievement Can Happen, 
is a need-based mentorship and 

scholarship program designed to 
promote academic success and 
provide access to higher education 
opportunities for Georgia’s low-in-
come, academically promising stu-
dents.

“I know a lot of you probably 
will be the fi rst-time college grad-
uates in your families, potentially,” 
said Virgil Cole, superintendent of 
Glynn County Schools, at the cere-

mony. “And hopefully you will ful-
fi ll that dream.”

The fi ve scholarships are be-
ing funded by the Terrill Thomas 
Foundation. This is Glynn Coun-
ty’s second year participating in the 
REACH program, which has been 
established now in 134 school sys-
tems in Georgia.

Glynn County Schools signs on fi ve more REACH scholars

By LAUREN MCDONALD
lmcdonald@thebrunswicknews.com

S
t. Simons Community Church 
needed a few more hands to help 
with preparations for its Opera-
tion Christmas Child project.

Frederica Academy wanted to 

give its students an opportunity to give back 
through service projects that get students 
out into the community.

The two were able to help each other 
Tuesday.

A group of Frederica Academy’s Upper 
School students spent some time Tuesday 
afternoon at the church, folding nearly 

1,000 boxes for Operation Christmas Child. 
Those boxes will soon be given out to con-
gregation members, who will fi ll the boxes 
with hygiene projects, toys and clothes.

Then, the boxes will be shipped around 
the world by the Samaritan’s Purse ministry 

Frederica Academy students help with Operation Christmas Child

Bobby Haven/The Brunswick News

Frederica Academy student Luke Veal carries a stack of boxes as he and his fellow upper class students fold Operation Christmas Child boxes at St. 
Simons Community Church Tuesday.
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