
Page 1B // The Brunswick News // Wednesday, September 29, 2021

Sports 
Page 1B // The Brunswick News // Wednesday, September 29, 2021
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A
rmed with a new tee and 
football fresh from the 
sporting goods store, Mary 

Ford Fitzjurls took to the football 
fi eld with her father this summer and 
fi lmed herself booting kicks through 
the uprights from 35-40 yards out.

Fitzjurls had regularly joked about 
joining the Frederica Academy mid-
dle school football team, but now, the 
eighth-grader is proving her prospects 
on the gridiron are no laughing matter.

Four games into her kicking career, 
Fitzjurls is 17-of-19 on extra point at-
tempts while also handling the Knights’ 
kickoff and punting duties, becoming 
an indispensable member of the team. 
Not even a sixth-grade Fitzjurls could 
have imagined that when she fi rst teas-
ingly informed then-Frederica assistant 
Alex Mathis of her interest.

But even two years ago, Fitzjurls’ 
humor was not rebuffed; instead, 
she was encouraged to try out for 
the team if she was truly intrigued. 
Though Fitzjurls wouldn’t immedi-
ately take him up on his offer, she 
would soon get her opportunity.

Frederica’s incumbent middle 
school kicker Smith Veal broke his 
arm, leaving the Knights without 
a kicker for the upcoming season. 
Again, Fitzjurls kidded about her 
ability to fi ll in for, and again, her 

jest was met by encouragement from 
her family and peers, along with 
some natural concern.

“I talked to my best friend Mag-
gie about it, and she was like, ‘Yeah, 
you should totally play,’ because her 
brother plays on the team — he’s a 
sixth-grader,” said Fitzjurls, who also 
plays for the Frederica soccer team. 
“I talked to my parents about it, and 
they’re like, ‘Maybe, but you couldn’t 
get hit,’ because my mom is a doctor, 
and she’s like, ‘You can’t get hit in the 
head and get an injury or whatever.’”

When friend and Frederica foot-
ball player Patrick Dunn pushed 
Fitzjurls to give the sport a shot, she 
hit the fi eld and soon replied with 
fateful footage.

The videos only confi rmed Dunn’s 
belief in Fitzjurls, and he advised her 
to share the clips with middle school 
head coach Ryan Lawless. As Fitz-
jurls says, “The rest was history.”

“That night, I sent an email to the 
coach — this was at like the begin-
ning of school, probably like the fi rst 
week or the second week,” Fitzjurls 
said. “So I sent him two videos of me 
kicking fi eld goals with my dad just 
for fun over the summer, and he sent 
an email back saying like, ‘Welcome 
to the team; we’d love to have you 
come out.’”

Still, Fitzjurls’ father wanted to 
make sure his daughter was capa-
ble of repeating her performance in 

pads and a helmet, so 
he encouraged her to 
attend the Knights’ 
fi rst practice.

Few on the team 
were aware of what 
was in the works 
until Fitzjurls 
arrived at 
p r a c t i c e 
f u l l y 
equipped, 
but she 
i m m e d i -
ately earned the respect of 
her teammates when she 
knocked through her kicks 
and was awarded her jerseys.

Fitzjurls’ kicks have a habit 
of doing that.

“The videos defi nitely weren’t a 
joke,” Lawless said. “We were real-
ly shorthanded as far as kicking goes 
— we didn’t have any idea who was 
going to be our kicker, and we weren’t 
going to be going for extra points or 
fi eld goals. Mary Ford has been a 
great addition to our team… From 
kickoffs, she put one in the end zone, 
and she was consistently over kicking 
their returners every time. I’ve never 
seen an eighth-grader kick that far, 
boy or girl, which was incredible to 
watch. She’s just been an incredibly 
valuable addition to our team.”

KICKING 
LIKE A GIRL
Mary Ford Fitzjurls shatters perceptions with 

Frederica Academy middle school football

 Please see FITZJURLS,  2B

THE BRUNSWICK NEWS

The Brunswick High 
boys’ cross country team 
finished third in the 
Wingfoot XC Classic held 
this past Saturday in in 
Cartersville.

Binh Nhien Do paced the 
Pirates with a time of 17:44 
— good for 12th overall 
— with the trio of Thomas 
Clay (18:26), Ryan Thom-
as (18:36), An Nhien Do 
(18:40) following behind. 
Caden Stevenot (19:02), 
Zach Reed (19:10) and 
Daniel Zamuldo (19:12) 
rounded out the group of 
Brunswick boys.

The Pirates girls also 
competed in Cartersville, 
finishing 10th with Emma 
Kirkland leading the pack 
with a time of 23:02. Syd-
ney Haywood finished in 
24:02, and the trio of Geor-
gia Lawless (26:02), Riley 

Letson (26:04), and Viv-
ian Lawless (26:06) each 
finishing within six places 
of one another. Madelyn 
Hanks (26:36) and Emily 
Hoskins (28:30) also ran 
for the Brunswick girls.

The Brunswick cross 
country team will race in 
a meet in Statesboro on 
Thursday. A week later, 
the Pirates will host their 
own meet at the College of 
Coastal Georgia at 5 p.m. 
Oct. 7. Twelve teams will 
compete in the Brunswick 
meet, including Glynn 
Academy and Frederica 
Academy.

Additionally, the Pirates 
are set to host the Region 
2-6A cross country meet 
at Jekyll Island on Oct. 28. 
Last year, the Brunswick 
boys finished fourth in the 
region meet at Richmond 
Hill, and the Pirate girls 
came in fifth.

BHS XC boys fi nish 

3rd in Catersville
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Members of the Brunswick High boys cross country team pose 
a� er competing in the Wingfoot XC Classic in Catersville last 
Saturday.
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Mary Ford 
Fitzjurls kicks off  
for the Frederica 
Academy middle 

school team 
during a game 

against St. Andrew’s 
on Sept. 9.

By CHARLES ODUM
Associated Press

ATHENS — Georgia 
linebacker Nakobe Dean 
doesn’t have to look at this 
week’s Top 25 poll to know 
the Bulldogs are about to 
play a much improved Ar-
kansas team.

Dean can see the changes 
in the way No. 8 Arkansas 
plays, making the Razor-
backs a challenge in Satur-
day’s visit to No. 2 Georgia.

“They are not the same 
Arkansas team that we 
faced,” Dean said Monday, 
referring to Georgia’s 37-10 
win over the Razorbacks to 
open the 2020 season.

“They are way more phys-
ical. That’s the game that 
we at Georgia look for. ... 
We pride ourselves on our 
toughness and physicality, 
so I’m sure everybody on 
the team will be excited for a 
game like this. I know I am.”

Last season’s opening win 
was the debut of Arkansas 
coach Sam Pittman, the for-
mer Georgia offensive line 
coach. Pittman has orches-
trated a dramatic turnaround.

The Razorbacks gained re-
spect with last week’s 20-10 
win over No. 7 Texas A&M. 
The No. 8 ranking is the 
highest for Arkansas since 
early in the 2012 season.

The Razorbacks (4-0, 1-0 
Southeastern Conference) 
are averaging 35.8 points, 
posing perhaps the toughest 
challenge yet for Georgia’s 
stout defense.

The defense scored the 

only touchdown in the Bull-
dogs’ 10-3 shutdown of 
then-No. 3 Clemson to open 
the season. The score came 
on a 74-yard interception re-
turn by Christopher Smith.

The Bulldogs lead the 
nation by allowing only 5.8 
points per game, allowing 
Georgia (4-0, 2-0) to over-
come injuries to quarter-
back JT Daniels and at wide 
receiver. The visit from Ar-
kansas is an important — if 
unexpected — midseason 
test in the SEC.

Pittman said the success 
of the Bulldogs’ defense 
begins with Jordan Davis, 
Travon Walker and Jalen 
Carter on the line.

“They have so much talent 
on their D line,” Pittman said. 
“Certainly they are big, phys-
ical. It starts with Davis and 
Carter. Nolan Smith. Walker. 
They are very, very talented. 
They rotate guys as well so 
they keep them fresh.”

Georgia has reloaded 

after having six defensive 
players, including four de-
fensive backs, selected in 
this year’s NFL draft. Over-
all, nine Georgia players 
were taken in the draft.

“They’ve recruited really 
well there,” Pittman said. 
“And so they’re going to 
have depth and that’s just 
Georgia. Hopefully Arkan-
sas will get that way here 
soon in the near future 
where somebody leaves and 
next guy steps in, he may be 
as good, he may be better 
than the guy that left. But 
that’s where Georgia is. And 
that’s a credit to their staff 
and Kirby for recruiting.”

Georgia, coming off a 
62-0 win at Vanderbilt, has 
allowed only one offensive 
touchdown this season. 
Daniels started but played 
only the fi rst quarter and is 
expected to start against Ar-
kansas. The Bulldogs forced 
nine three-and-outs against 
the Commodores.

Dean said the defense 
isn’t satisfi ed.

“We’re not getting com-
fortable,” the Georgia line-
backer said. “There’s no 
complacency going on.”

Dean has 14 tackles and 
two sacks as one of the lead-
ers of the unit.

Arkansas will pose a 
unique challenge. Du-
al-threat quarterback KJ 
Jefferson is the SEC’s only 
player to throw for at least 
800 yards and run for at 
least 200 this season. Jeffer-
son leads FBS quarterbacks 
with his average of 18.4 
yards per completion.

Jefferson missed much of 
the second half of the win 
over Texas A&M with a 
bruised knee. He returned 
for the fi nal drive and was 
still sore on Monday, ac-
cording to Pittman.

“I don’t thing it’ll be a 
problem for the game,” Pit-
tman said.

Jefferson’s top target 
is wide receiver Treylon 
Burks, who had six catches 
for 167 yards, including an 
85-yard touchdown, against 
the Aggies but left the fi eld 
in obvious discomfort with 
an undisclosed injury in the 
fourth quarter. Pittman said 
Burks also is expected to 
play Saturday.

Burks has 19 catches for 
373 yards and two touch-
downs and has a catch in 24 
consecutive games.

“It really doesn’t feel 
like we’re 4-0,” Burks said. 
“We’re just playing our ball 
and having fun with it.”

UGA bracing for ‘way more physical’ Arkansas

Chris Carlson/AP

Georgia linebacker Nakobe Dean celebrates a� er sacking Clem-
son quarterback D.J. Uiagalelei in Charlotte, N.C., on on Sept. 4.
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thebrunswicknews.com/pigskinpicks

Play along with our panel every Friday in The Brunswick News

as they pick winners from High School, College + NFL games.
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Exploring the realms of history, science, nature and technology

Apples are delicious and good for you too! There are more 

than 7,500 varieties of apple grown throughout the world, 

with about 2,500 varieties found in North America. 

Apple

blossom

Most apple blossoms are pink when they open but gradually fade to white.

The science of apple-growing is called pomology. Most 

apples need the pollen of another variety to produce fruit.  

Pollinators, such as bees, transport the pollen from one area  

of the orchard to another. Apple trees are propagated by two 

methods: grafting and budding.

Anatomy
Inside an apple there are five carpels 
(compartments) that hold the pip (seed). 

The average apple has 10 seeds.

pip 

(seed)

skin

stem thalamus (flesh)

endocarp

mesocarp

Apples are a 

member of the 

rose family.

It takes 2 

pounds of  

apples to make 

one 9-inch pie, and 

about 36 apples for one 

gallon of apple cider

Apples have no 

fat, sodium or 

cholesterol. 

Fresh apples float be-

cause 25% of an apple's 

volume is air.

A bit of history
Archaeologists have evi-

dence that humans have 

been eating apples since at 

least 6500 B.C.

Apples were first domesti-
cated 4,000 to 10,000 years 

ago in Asia.

Over the centuries, several 

varieties traveled the Silk 

Road to Europe and were 

brought to North America 

by European colonists.

Some basics
Apple trees are small, de-

ciduous trees that can live 

for more than 100 years. 

They can grow 9 feet (3 m) 

to 39 feet (12 m) tall and 

take four to five years to 
produce their first fruit. 
Apple fruit matures in the 

fall. Most apples are still 

picked by hand in autumn. 

Modern varieties are gen-

erally sweeter than older 

varieties.  

Tips & tricks
Don’t peel your apple. 
The peel holds a lot of fiber 
and antioxidants. 

Sprinkle lemon juice on cut 

apples to reduce browning.

Adding apple wedges into a 

sealed container with your 

baked goods helps keep  

them moist.

Look for apples that are 

firm, with no nicks or 
bruises. 

For more information about  
the Newspaper In Education Program,  
contact Rene Griffis at 265.8320 ext. 309  
or rgriffis@thebrunswicknews.comNIE

Sharks are fish, but special and unique fish. 
There are about 450 species of sharks found in waters 
all over the world. One of the oldest vertebrates on 
Earth, the shark has existed for 400 million years.

For more information about  
the Newspaper In Education Program,  
contact Rene Griffis at 265.8320 ext. 309  
or rgriffis@thebrunswicknews.comNIE

Sports

A soccer player and cheer-
leader by trade, Fitzjurls has 
always held some level of 
interest in football spawn-
ing from a childhood spent 
watching the Arkansas Ra-
zorbacks with her parents. 
Last year, Fitzjurls also 
found herself inspired by 
the story of Sarah Fuller, 
a Vanderbilt soccer player 
who fi lled in as the football 
team’s kicker over the 2020-
21 season.

As Fitzjurls prepared to 
audition for her spot on Fred-
erica’s team, she continued 
to seek wells of inspiration 
to draw from.

“Over the summer, when I 
kind of really wanted to do 
it but wasn’t actually on the 
team yet, I was watching a 
bunch of videos of girl kick-
ers in high school and stuff 
at a bunch of other schools 
around the country, like, 
’That would be really cool,’” 
Fitzjurls said.

A few months later, Fitz-
jurls fi nds herself in the 
same position as an inspi-
rational fi gure at Frederica 
Academy. Her dedication to 
her teammates alone is wor-
thy of admiration.

Fitzjurls still goes through 
workouts with the soccer 
team in addition to football 
practice. After a full football 
practice Monday of kickoffs, 
onside attempts and the lot, 
Fitzjurls goes through an 
hour of football Tuesday be-
fore cutting out early for soc-
cer practice. On Wednesday, 
Fitzjurls participates in a full 
football and soccer practice, 
and Thursday is game day.

And in shattering through 
the glass ceiling of what is 
thought of as a boys sport, 
Fitzjurls has become a para-
gon of fearlessness.

“It makes me feel really 
good,” Fitzjurls said. “Coach 
(Dominique Clinch) told me 
his daughter would watch 
me, and then I have a bunch 
of girls come up to me after 

the games like, ‘Good job,’ 
and the cheerleaders always 
cheer for me. They made a 
new cheer for me.”

Frederica’s traditional roar 
of “Go, FA Knights,” during 
the opening kickoff has 
been altered into “Go, Mary 
Ford.” In the Knights’ third 
game of the season, Fitzjurls’ 
mother recruited girls in the 
neighborhood to make signs 
of support — one reappro-
priating the meaning of the 
phrase, “Kick like a girl.”

At Frederica Academy, 
“kicking like a girl” has 
been a boon for an undefeat-
ed middle school program. 
In addition to her nearly 90 
percent success rate on extra 
points, Fitzjurls estimates 
her range out to 20 yards on 
fi eld goal attempts. The hang 
time on her kickoffs serve as 
proof of the underlying leg 
strength.

“As it turns to, Mary Ford 
is a lot more athletic than 
a lot of kids on our team,” 
Lawless said. “She’s been 
playing soccer since she 
could probably run, taking 
corner kicks and whatnot, 
so she’s got a lot of physical 
activity under her belt, and 
she knows what she’s doing 
kicking the ball.”

Fitzjurls is even aiming for 
her fi rst career tackle over 
the fi nal two games of the 

Knights’ middle school slate. 
Lawless did credit her for 
forcing a ball carrier to run 
out of bounds when he would 
have otherwise scored.

“It was so scary,” Fitzjurls 
whispered with a smile. “I’ve 
never tackled anyone before 
because that’s not something 
I thought I was going to be 
doing. Then I saw him run-
ning, and I was like, ‘What 
do I do?’ so I just pushed him 
out of bounds.”

For a player that kicked 
off a football off a tee for the 
fi rst time this summer, and 
hadn’t kicked with a holder 
since elementary school gym 
classes, Fitzjurls’ progres-
sion has been nothing short 
of miraculous.

And while her middle 
school career isn’t done quite 
yet — Frederica hosts Pine-
wood Christian at 5 p.m. 
Thursday before traveling to 
St. Andrew’s for its season 
fi nale a week later — she 
hasn’t ruled out the chances 
of sticking with the sport at 
the prep level.

“I wasn’t like planning on 
it, I was planning on just hav-
ing this year be like me as a 
fi ll-in for the other kicker,” 
Fitzjurls said. “But, I mean if 
I’m given the opportunity, I 
don’t know. I might have to 
be the high school kicker too.

“That would be so fun.”

Fitzjurls
Continued from page  1B
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Mary Ford Fitzjurls kicks an extra point for the Frederica Academy 
middle school team during a game against St. Andrew’s on Sept. 9.


