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Sports 

By SEBASTIAN EMANUEL
semanuel@thebrunswicknews.com

F
rederica Academy running back Jordan Triplett believes opponents 
are focusing on the wrong thing in their attempts to thwart the star.

“They give me too much credit,” the sophomore said.
Instead, Triplett is quick to assign credit for his tremendous suc-

cess to his teammates.
“I’m giving that all to the linemen and the coaches,” Triplett said. “We 

have some fresh linemen: Hamp Thompson, Victor Riden, and Jacob Aiken. 
Those three have either never played o-line or never played high school foot-

ball. But they all have really stepped up, and I can’t thank them enough. They 
have put the work in and they are starting to really understand it, and they want to be 
there and that’s what means the most to the team. The coaches really put us in great 

situations, Coach Derrick, Coach Barnes, Coach Calhoun — everyone out there. They 
put us in the best situations for us to win.”

Last year, Triplett was named to the MaxPreps Freshman All-America team after rush-
ing for more than 1,700 yards and 21 touchdowns in 10 games.

This year, he’s rushed for 895 yards and 14 touchdowns on 142 carries. He’s been in-
volved in the passing game too, catching 10 balls for 202 yards and two touchdowns, 
while completing one pass for 67 yards and a touchdown.

He’s done everything offensively that the team has asked of him.
However, it’s on the defensive side of the ball where Triplett has inserted himself 

into becoming an all-around star.
“I think he really bought into it the last four weeks, of I’m going to be as 
good on both sides of the ball as I can be,” head coach Brandon Derrick 

said. “He’s really started learning the scheme and he understands. It’s 
starting to come to him more naturally, and you can really start to see 
it. He’s fl ying to the ball and reacting on defense. On offense, he’s just 
got a gift at running the ball on offense. He can really grind it out, and 
he can break a run he just sees things. He’s got great vision and good 
feet. It’s kind of the same thing on defense, he can see it and he gets 

downhill and makes tackles.”
Triplett added that he has played both sides of the ball his entire life, except last year when the team 

had 30 plus players, giving him the ability to rest.
“Whenever I had that break time and I would come off, those guys on the other team who would play 

both sides, I came out there with the same energy as the fi rst drive, and it was really easy for me to get 
those extra yards,” Triplett said. “This year, knowing I had to play defense, I was a little worried I might 

get a little tired on offense. I’ve really realized that if I can put all my energy on defense it doesn’t really 
matter about offense. Defense is what wins games, and Coach Derrick has really shown me that throughout 

this year.”
With only 20 kids on the team, players have been asked to play both sides of the ball, rarely getting rest. The 

team bought into the ask from the coaching staff and have been rolling since the second half of the Long County 
game.
“Before it felt like when we got down like that we didn’t know why,” Triplett said. “But that second half, over half-

time, we talked about it and we all came together and focused on what we were going to do. Instead of getting mad that 
we were down, we all just came together and fi xed it. Then we really found it that second half, and we almost came back 

and won that game. After that, we all now know it’s not a single-player game, we all have to do our assignments and do the 
team things to go out there and win.”
His humbleness has brought him to be respected and trusted to lead the team week in and out. Coach Derrick made it no 

secret when he told his team about Triplett being the focal point.
“We are going to put the game plan in his hands a lot of times,” Derrick said. It was no secret this past week. During practice, I even 

said it in front of the kids. We are going to go as you go.”

HUMBLED 

STAR

Jordan Triplett has become 
focal point for Frederica Academy 

on both sides of the ball
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Jordan 
Triplett.

 Please see TRIPLETT,  2B

By RALPH D. RUSSO
Associated Press

Six schools from Confer-
ence USA, including UAB, 
Texas-San Antonio and Flor-
ida Atlantic, have applied for 
membership to the Ameri-
can Athletic Conference and 
are expected to be accepted 
by the end of the week, ac-
cording to two people with 
knowledge of the process.

Rice, North Texas and 
Charlotte also have applied 
for membership, said the 
people who spoke to The 
Associated Press on condi-
tion of anonymity Wednes-
day because the league was 
not yet prepared to make its 
expansion plans public.

The American was in the 
market for new members 
after three of its most suc-
cessful schools, Cincinnati, 
Houston and Central Florida, 
announced in September they 
would be joining the Big 12.

Those moves are expected 
to happen by the 2023 foot-
ball season, and the Ameri-
can hopes to have its six new 
members in place when the 
departing schools leave.

The end result would be 
a 14-team conference, with 
four schools in Texas — 
the three new members and 
SMU.

The American targeted 
schools based in large media 
markets and fertile recruit-
ing territory for football.

UAB has been C-USA’s 
most consistent winner in re-

cent seasons, playing in three 
straight league title games 
and winning two. It has been 
a remarkable bounce back 
for a program that was ter-
minated after the 2014 sea-
son but returned to competi-
tion in 2017.

FAU, located in Boca Ra-
ton, won Conference USA 
titles in 2017 and ‘19 under 
then-coach Lane Kiffi n.

North Texas, based in 
Denton, played for a C-USA 
title in 2017.

UTSA is a relatively new 
major college football pro-
gram. The Roadrunners’ 
fi rst season was 2011, but 
they already have played in 
two bowl games and are cur-
rently undefeated and ranked 
No. 24 in the AP poll.

Charlotte is also a new-
comer to the highest tier of 
Division I football, having 
joined in 2013.

Rice, a Houston-based 
private school, has the lon-
gest history of major college 
football competition among 
the six schools heading to 
the American. The Owls 
were once a member of the 
Southwest Conference with 
schools such as Texas and 
Arkansas.

C-USA has been a fre-
quent target when the Amer-
ican, formerly the Big East, 
has needed to reconstitute. 
After the latest realignment 
moves have been complet-
ed, 12 of the American’s 
14 members will be former 
C-USA members.

C-USA schools apply 

for AAC membership
By BRETT MARTEL

Associated Press

Georgia and Alabama 
could be heading for another 
showdown in the Southeast-
ern Conference champion-
ship game.

Eight of the past nine South-
eastern Conference champi-
onship games have featured 
either the Bulldogs or the 
Crimson Tide — or both.

Halfway through the sea-
son Alabama and Georgia 
— which have met twice in 
Atlanta for the league crown 
since 2012 — are on course for 
to battle for title a third time.

The unbeaten Bulldogs 
(7-0) sit atop the Top 25 poll 
despite a key quarterback in-
jury, while Alabama (6-1) is 
ranked fourth and holds pole 
position in the West Division.

There also have been some 
compelling developments at 
No. 15 Kentucky and No. 12 
Mississippi, where success 
hasn’t come as often.

Wildcats coach Mark 
Stoops had fans in the Blue-
grass State enjoying the best 
start to a season in more than 
60 years before last week-
end’s loss at Georgia.

‘Dawgs, Crimson Tide,  

lead the pack in SEC

John Bazemore/AP

Georgia defensive lineman Jordan Davis is shown in action 
against Arkansas in Athens on Oct. 2.  Please see SEC,  2B

By CHARLES ODUM
Associated Press

FLOWERY BRANCH 
— Matt Ryan is looking to 
see more growth from the 
offense when the Atlan-
ta Falcons, refreshed after 
their bye week, play Sunday 
at Miami.

Top wide receiver Calvin 
Ridley’s return should help.

Ryan said Wednesday that 
Ridley “was fl ying around” 
in his return to practice 
after missing the Falcons’ 
previous game for personal 
reasons.

Ryan kept the offense 
moving even without Ridley 
and receiver Russell Gage 

in Atlanta’s 27-20 win over 
the New York Jets in Lon-
don on Oct. 10. With rookie 
tight end Kyle Pitts posting 
his fi rst 100-yard game and 
catching his fi rst scoring 
pass, Ryan threw for 342 
yards and two touchdowns 
in the victory.

“I think we’ve been get-
ting better as the year has 
gone on, which is good,” 
Ryan said Wednesday.

Ridley, who wasn’t with 
the team for the trip to Lon-
don, wasn’t available for in-
terviews on Wednesday.

Ridley and Gage, another 
usual starter who missed 
the game with an ankle in-
jury, returned to practice on 

Monday. On Wednesday, 
coach Arthur Smith said 
Ridley “looked like he al-
ways did.”

When asked how Ridley 
practiced, Smith said “Hard. 
He works hard.”

Ryan said he has seen im-
provement from the offense, 
but said “I think we’ve still 
got a long way to go.”

The Falcons (2-3) have 
won two of their past three 
games following an 0-2 
start under Smith, the fi rst-
year coach.

The play of the fi ll-in 
wide receivers in the win 
over the Jets was especial-
ly encouraging for Ryan. 
Though Pitts, who had nine 

catches for 119 yards earned 
the most attention, Tajae 
Sharpe had four catches for 
53 yards. Christian Blake 
and Olamide Zaccheaus 
each had two catches.

“I’m proud of the way 
the other wide receivers 
stepped up and fi lled that 
void,” Ryan said. “It’s a re-
ally good group we have, an 
unselfi sh group.

“It’s cool to see as a 
teammate. You want a bond 
of guys that are encourag-
ing others and also want 
to do well for themselves. 
It should create confi dence 
and belief that when their 

Falcons’ Ridley ‘fl ying around’ after missing week

 Please see ATL,  2B



Scoreboard
FOOTBALLWHAT TO WATCH

BASEBALL

WHERE TO GO

Page 2B // The Brunswick News // Thursday, October 21, 2021

 Today
 COLLEGE FOOTBALL

7:30 p.m. CBSSN — FAU at Charlotte

ESPN — Tulane at SMU

ESPNU — Louisiana-Lafayette at Arkansas St.

11 p.m. CBSSN — San Jose St. at UNLV

 COLLEGE SOCCER (MEN’S)

3 p.m. PAC-12N — UCLA at California

12 a.m. (Friday) PAC-12N — San Diego St. at 

Stanford (Joined in Progress)

 COLLEGE SOCCER (WOMEN’S)

5 p.m. ESPNU — Florida at Georgia

6 p.m. ACCN — Boston College at Pittsburgh

BTN — Maryland at Michigan St.

PAC-12N — Arizona at California

7 p.m. FS1 — Penn St. at Michigan

SECN — Texas A&M at Mississippi St.

8 p.m. ACCN — Florida St. at North Carolina

BTN — Northwestern at Purdue

PAC-12N — Arizona St. at Stanford

10 p.m. PAC-12N — UCLA at Washington

 GOLF

7:30 a.m. GOLF — EPGA Tour: The Mallorca 

Golf Open, First Round, Golf Santa Ponsa, 

Balearic Islands, Spain

2 p.m. GOLF — LPGA Tour: The BMW Ladies 

Championship, First Round, LPGA International 

Busan, Busan, South Korea

11:30 p.m. GOLF — PGA Tour: The Zozo 

Championship, Second Round, Accordia Golf 

Narashino Country Club, Chiba, Japan

 GYMNASTICS

7 p.m. NBCSN — FIG: World Championships, 

Kitakyushu, Japan (Taped)

 HORSE RACING

12:30 p.m. FS2 — NYRA: America’s Day at 

the Races

 MLB BASEBALL

8 p.m. TBS — N.L. Championship Series: 

Atlanta at LA Dodgers, Game 5

 NBA BASKETBALL

7:30 p.m. TNT — Dallas at Atlanta

10 p.m. TNT — LA Clippers at Golden State

 NFL FOOTBALL

8:20 p.m. FOX — Denver at Cleveland

NFLN — Denver at Cleveland

 SOCCER (MEN’S)

8 p.m. FS2 — CONCACAF League: Comunica-

ciones F.C. at Deportivo Saprissa, Quarterfinal 

Leg 1

10 p.m. FS2 — CONCACAF League: F.C. 

Motagua at C.D. Marathon, Quarterfinal Leg 1

 SOCCER (WOMEN’S)

8 p.m. ESPN2 — International Friendly: U.S. 

vs. South Korea, Kansas City, Kan.

 TENNIS

4 a.m. TENNIS — Moscow-ATP/WTA, Ant-

werp-ATP, Tenerife-WTA Early Rounds

6 a.m. TENNIS — Moscow-ATP/WTA, Ant-

werp-ATP, Tenerife-WTA Early Rounds

4 a.m. (Friday) TENNIS — Moscow-ATP/WTA, 

Antwerp-ATP, Tenerife-WTA Quarterfinals

6 a.m. (Friday) TENNIS — Moscow-ATP/WTA, 

Antwerp-ATP, Tenerife-WTA Quarterfinals

Today, cross country

Brunswick High, Glynn Academy at Honeyridge 

5k Invitational in Guyton, 4 p.m.

Frederica Academy at the College of Coastal 

Georgia meet, 5 p.m.

Today, volleyball

South Effingham at Glynn Academy, Region 

2-6A tournament, 5 p.m.

Brunswick High at Effingham County, Region 

2-6A tournament, 5 p.m.

Friday, football

Glynn Academy at Richmond Hill, 7:30 p.m.

Frederica Academy at St. Andrew’s, 7:30 p.m.

Camden at Tift County, 7:30 p.m.

Portal at McIntosh County Academy, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, cheer

Glynn Academy at Statesboro Invitational

Saturday, volleyball

Coastal Georgia at St. Thomas, 7 p.m.

WHERE TO GO

After hearing that from his 
coaches, Triplett said it meant a lot 
to him to know that the coaches 
have full trust in him to get things 
done on the field.

“To me, it means that I need to be 
a leader, and it means instead of be-
ing a sophomore act like a senior,” 
Triplett said. “Be that senior for the 
ones that left and be the ones for the 
freshman that are coming up. Just 
try my best to help coach D have 
leaders because I know he doesn’t 
have as many as last year. I’ve tried 
my best to step up and be in that 
role and it’s working out a little bit. 
I think they are starting to under-
stand what I’m trying to help the 

team with, and it’s really turning 
up on the film and the practice field. 
It’s all coming together.”

Triplett got things done on the 
field against rivals Bulloch Acade-
my, rushing for 242 yards and five 
touchdowns on 50 carries. Thus 
earning him back-to-back Summit 
Sports Player of the Week honors.

Although nothing surprises 
Coach Derrick anymore about 
Triplett’s game, he acknowledges 
that his star running back will go 
out and put in key blocks when his 
teammates receive the ball.

As for Triplett, he’s said his 
knowledge of the game is what has 
stood out to him from year one to 
year two.

“Me and Coach Derrick have a 
couple of meetings throughout the 
year and even on the weekends 
where we watch film and break it 

down of the other team and our 
team,” Triplett said. “He’s really 
showed the knowledge of the game 
which before I never would have 
had.”

When asked what goals he wants 
to see accomplished by the team 
and himself, Triplett put all the  
focus on the team goal.

“For the team, my goal is to win 
that first playoff game,” Triplett 
said. “Take it one game at a time. 
After we win that first playoff 
game I want to go all the way and 
see if we can get some revenge on 
John Milledge this year in the state 
championship game. I don’t really 
have an individual goal this year, 
last year it might have been to make 
all-state. This year my main goal is 
winning the state championship 
with this team now. That would 
mean a lot to those guys out there.”

Triplett
Continued from page  1B
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Frederica Academy’s Ashton Frankel celebrates with Jordan Triplett after a 
touchdown against Bulloch Academy last week.

FOOTBALL

College Football Schedule

All Times Central

(Subject to change)

Today
SOUTH

FAU (3-3) at Charlotte (4-2), 6:30 p.m.

SOUTHWEST

Tulane (1-5) at SMU (6-0), 6:30 p.m.

Louisiana-Lafayette (5-1) at Arkansas St. (1-5), 

6:30 p.m.

FAR WEST

San Jose St. (3-4) at UNLV (0-6), 10 p.m.

Friday
EAST

Columbia (4-1) at Dartmouth (5-0), 5 p.m.

Middle Tennessee (2-4) at Uconn (1-7), 5 p.m.

SOUTH

Memphis (4-3) at UCF (3-3), 6 p.m.

FAR WEST

Colorado St. (3-3) at Utah St. (4-2), 8:30 p.m.

Washington (2-4) at Arizona (0-6), 9:30 p.m.

Saturday
EAST

Wake Forest (6-0) at Army (4-2), 11 a.m.

Cincinnati (6-0) at Navy (1-5), 11 a.m.

Illinois (2-5) at Penn St. (5-1), 11 a.m.

Bryant (4-3) at Wagner (0-6), 11 a.m.

Morehead St. (4-2) at Marist (3-2), 11 a.m.

Duquesne (4-1) at Sacred Heart (4-3), 11 a.m.

LIU Brooklyn (0-5) at CCSU (1-5), 11 a.m.

Penn (2-3) at Yale (2-3), 11 a.m.

Harvard (5-0) at Princeton (5-0), noon

Maine (2-4) at Albany (NY) (0-6), noon

Georgetown (1-4) at Bucknell (1-5), noon

Brown (1-4) at Cornell (1-4), noon

Norfolk St. (4-2) at Howard (2-4), noon

Lehigh (0-6) at Fordham (4-3), noon

NC Central (2-4) at Morgan St. (0-6), noon

SC State (2-4) at Delaware St. (3-3), 1 p.m.

James Madison (5-1) at Delaware (3-3), 2 p.m.

Richmond (2-4) at Stony Brook (2-5), 2:30 p.m.

Rhode Island (5-1) at Villanova (5-1), 2:30 p.m.

Clemson (4-2) at Pittsburgh (5-1), 2:30 p.m.

Colgate (2-5) vs. Holy Cross (4-2) at Worcester, 

Mass., 4 p.m.

SOUTH

Umass (1-5) at Florida St. (2-4), 11 a.m.

Syracuse (3-4) at Virginia Tech (3-3), 11:30 a.m.

New Hampshire (3-3) at Elon (3-3), noon

Incarnate Word (5-1) at McNeese St. (2-4), 

noon

San Diego (3-4) at Presbyterian (2-4), noon

Chattanooga (3-3) at Samford (3-3), noon

Robert Morris (2-3) at Gardner-Webb (2-4), 

12:30 p.m.

NC A&T (3-3) at Hampton (2-4), 1 p.m.

Bethune-Cookman (0-7) at Jackson St. (5-1), 1 p.m.

ETSU (6-1) at Furman (4-2), 1 p.m.

W. Carolina (0-6) at The Citadel (2-4), 1 p.m.

Texas State (2-4) at Georgia St. (2-4), 1 p.m.

Va. Lynchburg (0-3) at Tennessee Tech (2-5), 

1:30 p.m.

Charleston Southern (2-3) at North Alabama 

(1-6), 2 p.m.

SE Missouri (2-5) at UT Martin (5-1), 2 p.m.

Austin Peay (2-4) at Murray St. (3-3), 2 p.m.

LSU (4-3) at Mississippi (5-1), 2:30 p.m.

Towson (3-3) at William & Mary (4-2), 2:30 p.m.

Rice (2-4) at UAB (5-2), 2:30 p.m.

SE Louisiana (5-1) at Northwestern St. (1-5), 

3 p.m.

Kennesaw St. (5-1) at Campbell (3-3), 3 p.m.

Florida A&M (4-2) at MVSU (2-4), 3 p.m.

Mississippi St. (3-3) at Vanderbilt (2-5), 3 p.m.

Boston College (4-2) at Louisville (3-3), 3 p.m.

Wofford (1-5) at Mercer (4-2), 5 p.m.

UTSA (7-0) at Louisiana Tech (2-4), 6 p.m.

Prairie View (5-1) at Southern U. (3-3), 6 p.m.

Temple (3-3) at South Florida (1-5), 6 p.m.

W. Kentucky (2-4) at FIU (1-5), 6 p.m.

Tennessee (4-3) at Alabama (6-1), 6 p.m.

South Alabama (4-2) at Louisiana-Monroe (3-3), 

6 p.m.

Georgia Tech (3-3) at Virginia (5-2), 6:30 p.m.

NC State (5-1) at Miami (2-4), 6:30 p.m.

MIDWEST

E. Michigan (4-3) at Bowling Green (2-5), 

11 a.m.

N. Illinois (5-2) at Cent. Michigan (4-3), 11 a.m.

Northwestern (3-3) at Michigan (6-0), 11 a.m.

Oklahoma (7-0) at Kansas (1-5), 11 a.m.

Youngstown St. (2-3) at Indiana St. (3-4), noon

Stetson (2-4) at Drake (2-5), noon

Kent St. (3-4) at Ohio (1-6), noon

Dayton (3-3) at Valparaiso (1-5), noon

Davidson (4-1) at Butler (2-5), noon

Illinois St. (2-4) at South Dakota (5-2), 1 p.m.

Wisconsin (3-3) at Purdue (4-2), 2 p.m.

Tennessee St. (3-3) at E. Illinois (1-6), 2 p.m.

W. Illinois (1-6) at North Dakota (2-4), 2 p.m.

N. Iowa (3-3) at S. Dakota St. (5-1), 2 p.m.

Oklahoma St. (6-0) at Iowa St. (4-2), 2:30 p.m.

Missouri St. (4-2) at N. Dakota St. (6-0), 

2:30 p.m.

Miami (Ohio) (3-4) at Ball St. (4-3), 2:30 p.m.

Buffalo (3-4) at Akron (2-5), 2:30 p.m.

W. Michigan (5-2) at Toledo (3-4), 2:30 p.m.

Maryland (4-2) at Minnesota (4-2), 2:30 p.m.

Southern Cal (3-3) at Notre Dame (5-1), 

6:30 p.m.

Ohio St. (5-1) at Indiana (2-4), 6:30 p.m.

SOUTHWEST

Ark.-Pine Bluff (1-5) vs. Arkansas (4-3) at Little 

Rock, Ark., 11 a.m.

Kansas St. (3-3) at Texas Tech (5-2), 11 a.m.

Jacksonville St. (3-3) at Sam Houston St. (5-

0), 2 p.m.

Liberty (5-2) at North Texas (1-5), 3 p.m.

East Carolina (3-3) at Houston (5-1), 3 p.m.

Midwestern St. (0-0) at Tarleton St. (3-3), 

6 p.m.

Nicholls (2-4) at Houston Baptist (0-6), 6 p.m.

Cent. Arkansas (2-4) at Lamar (2-4), 6 p.m.

West Virginia (2-4) at TCU (3-3), 6:30 p.m.

South Carolina (4-3) at Texas A&M (5-2), 

6:30 p.m.

Alcorn St. (4-2) at Texas Southern (2-4), 7 p.m.

FAR WEST

Idaho St. (1-5) at Montana St. (6-1), 2 p.m.

BYU (5-2) at Washington St. (4-3), 2:30 p.m.

Oregon (5-1) at UCLA (5-2), 2:30 p.m.

New Mexico (2-5) at Wyoming (4-2), 2:30 p.m.

Colorado (2-4) at California (1-5), 2:30 p.m.

Weber St. (2-4) at E. Washington (7-0), 3 p.m.

Nevada (5-1) at Fresno St. (5-2), 6 p.m.

San Diego St. (6-0) at Air Force (6-1), 6 p.m.

Utah (4-2) at Oregon St. (4-2), 6:30 p.m.

Montana (4-2) at Idaho (2-4), 6:30 p.m.

N. Colorado (2-5) at S. Utah (1-6), 7 p.m.

UC Davis (6-1) at Cal Poly (1-5), 7:05 p.m.

N. Arizona (3-3) at Sacramento St. (4-2), 8 p.m.

Stephen F. Austin (3-3) at Dixie St. (0-6), 8 p.m.

Sunday
FAR WEST

New Mexico St. (1-6) at Hawaii (3-4), 11 p.m.

“Our team knows we have 
a good football team. They 
know that we can compete 
and play better than we did” 
at Georgia, Stoops said this 
week, as his squad went into 
a bye week before its next 
game at Mississippi State 
on Oct. 30.

“They know they belong 
and we have to regroup,” 
Stoops added.

Meanwhile, Mississippi (5-
1) is a contender in the West 
thanks in large part to quar-
terback Matt Corral, whose 
prolific production through 
the air and on the ground has 
made him a Heisman Trophy 
candidate – if he’s healthy 
down the stretch.

His status is in doubt 
when the Rebels host LSU 
this week, but coach Lane 
Kiffin is effusive in his 
praise for how Corral has 
elevated his team.

“I’ve said it before: I hope 
our fans appreciate this guy,” 
Kiffin said. “I hope every 
home game is a sellout, be-
cause you ain’t got many 
times left to see this guy and 
he is a special, special player.”

Two teams struggling to 
meet usual expectations are 
Florida (4-3) and LSU (4-3).

Despite beating the Ga-

tors last weekend, the Tigers 
learned coach Ed Orgeron 
agreed to a buyout and will 
step down after this season. 
Florida coach Dan Mullen 
has work to do to avoid a 
similar fate.

The Associated Press 
writers covering the SEC 
voted on the best — and 
worst — of the league so 
far. Here are some of the 
standout teams and players 
heading into the season’s 
second half:
COACH OF THE FIRST HALF

Mark Stoops, Kentucky: 
Kentucky opened 6-0 for 
the first time since 1950 
before last week’s 30-13 
loss to No. 1 Georgia. Even 
so, the Wildcats remain on 
track for one of the best sea-
sons in program history.

OFFENSIVE PLAYER OF 
THE FIRST HALF

Matt Corral, QB, Ole Miss. 
Corral has accounted for 
22 touchdowns in all. He’s 
passed for 288 yards per 
game and has thrown for 14 
TDs with only one intercep-
tion. He also has rushed for 
450 yards and eight TDs.

DEFENSIVE PLAYER OF 
THE FIRST HALF

Jordan Davis, NT, Geor-
gia. While three tackles for 
loss and 1 1/2 sacks aren’t 
necessarily eye-popping, 
the 6-foot-6, 340-pound 
Davis’ main job is to stuff 
the run and make opposing 

QB’s uneasy by collaps-
ing the front of the pocket. 
Georgia ranks second na-
tionally in yards rushing al-
lowed (63.6 per game), first 
in yards passing allowed 
passing (144.9 per game). 
Davis has had a consider-
able role in those team de-
fensive rankings.
FRESHMAN OF THE YEAR

Brock Bowers, TE, Geor-
gia. A foot injury to project-
ed starter Darnell Washing-
ton early this season created 
an opportunity for Bowers’ 
emergence. He leads the 
Bulldogs with 20 catch-
es for 315 yards and four 
touchdowns. He also has 
rushed for a TD.
MOST SURPRISING TEAM

Kentucky. In most sea-
sons, the Wildcats struggle 
against programs like Flori-
da and LSU, but beat both in 
back-to-back weeks. Their 
victory over the Tigers 
came by three touchdowns.

MOST SURPRISING 
PLAYER

Stetson Bennett, QB, 
Georgia. Filling in for in-
jured starter JT Daniels, 
Bennett has passed for 10 
touchdowns with no inter-
ceptions in four starts.

MOST DISAPPOINTING 
TEAM

Florida. The Gators ranked 
13th in the final AP poll of 
last season. They’re now un-
ranked after a 49-42 loss at 

LSU last week. Florida is 2-3 
in SEC play, virtually elimi-
nating them from contention 
in the East Division — which 
they won last season.

HOTTEST SEAT
Dan Mullen, Florida. 

Mullen’s struggles against 
LSU both this season and 
last might be the biggest 
reasons for this. Florida 
was heavily favored in both 
games, making both losses 
to their historical rivals that 
much less palatable to the 
Gator faithful. Mullen is in 
his fourth season at Florida 
and the Gators don’t appear 
close to contending for their 
first College Football Play-
off bid since the four-team 
format’s inception in the 
2014 season.

BIGGEST INJURY
Christopher Allen, LB, 

Alabama; and Kayshon 
Boutte, WR, LSU. Allen 
was a preseason Butkus 
Award candidate for the 
top linebacker in college 
football. He had a sack 
and forced fumble in Ala-
bama’s season opening vic-
tory over Miami, but left the 
game with a season-end-
ing foot injury. Boutte was 
on track to contend for the 
Biletnikoff Award and was 
tied for the nation’s lead in 
touchdown catches with 
nine when he was lost for 
the season with an ankle in-
jury two weeks ago.
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time comes they’re ready  
to go.”

Despite missing the game, 
Ridley still leads the Falcons 
with 27 receptions and 42 
targets. He has assumed the 
role of No. 1 receiver fol-
lowing Julio Jones’ trade to 
Tennessee.

Ridley drew criticism from 
Smith after having two drops 
in a 34-30 loss to Washing-
ton on Oct. 3.

“We expect more and Cal-
vin knows that,” Smith said 
one day after the loss.

There are high expecta-
tions for Ridley, the 2018 
first-round draft pick from 
Alabama. Even while play-
ing in Jones’ shadow, Rid-
ley had production expected 
from a No. 1 receiver. He 
had a combined 26 touch-
down catches his first three 
seasons and set career highs 
with 90 receptions for 1,374 
yards last season.

Ridley averaged 15.3 yards 
per catch last season. His 
2021 average is a career-low 
9.4. Even so, his targets rose 
each week, from eight in the 
opener against Philadelphia 
to 13 against Washington.

Ridley and Gage also par-
ticipated in Wednesday’s 
practice and may return to 

the starting lineup against 
Miami.

Pitts’ breakout adds to Ry-
an’s wide range of options. 
The tight end leads Atlanta 
with 308 yards on 24 catch-
es. Running back Cordar-
relle Patterson has 25 catch-
es for 295 yards and four 
touchdowns.
NOTES: Smith said rook-

ie LG Jalen Mayfield, who 
has started the first five 
games, will not be moving 
to address a need at right 
tackle. Mayfield worked at 
right tackle in training camp 
before moving after LG Josh 
Andrews was placed on the 
injured list with a broken 
hand. Andrews returned 
just as starting RT Kaleb 
McGary was placed on the 
COVID-19 reserve list on 
Monday. With McGary un-
likely to return this week, 
Smith said he’s confident Ja-
son Spriggs can move up at 
tackle, with possible support 
from Colby Gossett.

ATL
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Mark LoMoglio/AP

Atlanta Falcons receiver Calvin 
Ridley catches a touchdown 
iagainst the Tampa Bay Bucca-
neers in Tampa, Fla., on Sept. 19.

National Football League
AMERICAN CONFERENCE

East

 W L T Pct PF PA

Buffalo 4 2 0 .667 203 98

New England 2 4 0 .333 125 127

N.Y. Jets 1 4 0 .200 67 121

Miami 1 5 0 .167 99 177

South

 W L T Pct PF PA

Tennessee 4 2 0 .667 166 161

Indianapolis 2 4 0 .333 139 131

Houston 1 5 0 .167 92 172

Jacksonville 1 5 0 .167 116 172

North

 W L T Pct PF PA

Baltimore 5 1 0 .833 170 123

Cincinnati 4 2 0 .667 148 111

Cleveland 3 3 0 .500 156 151

Pittsburgh 3 3 0 .500 117 132

West

 W L T Pct PF PA

L.A. Chargers 4 2 0 .667 148 150

Las Vegas 4 2 0 .667 147 144

Denver 3 3 0 .500 126 110

Kansas City 3 3 0 .500 185 176

NATIONAL CONFERENCE

East

 W L T Pct PF PA

Dallas 5 1 0 .833 205 146

Phila. 2 4 0 .333 137 152

Washington 2 4 0 .333 136 186

N.Y. Giants 1 5 0 .167 114 177

South

 W L T Pct PF PA

Tampa Bay 5 1 0 .833 195 144

New Orleans 3 2 0 .600 127 91

Carolina 3 3 0 .500 143 121

Atlanta 2 3 0 .400 105 148

North

 W L T Pct PF PA

Green Bay 5 1 0 .833 144 136

Chicago 3 3 0 .500 98 124

Minnesota 3 3 0 .500 147 137

Detroit 0 6 0 .000 109 172

West

 W L T Pct PF PA

Arizona 6 0 0 1.000 194 109

L.A. Rams 5 1 0 .833 179 127

San Francisco 2 3 0 .400 117 119

Seattle 2 4 0 .333 140 149

Today’s Games

Denver at Cleveland, 7:20 p.m.

Sunday’s Games

Atlanta at Miami, noon

Carolina at N.Y. Giants, noon

Cincinnati at Baltimore, noon

Kansas City at Tennessee, noon

N.Y. Jets at New England, noon

Washington at Green Bay, noon

Detroit at L.A. Rams, 3:05 p.m.

Phila. at Las Vegas, 3:05 p.m.

Chicago at Tampa Bay, 3:25 p.m.

Houston at Arizona, 3:25 p.m.

Indianapolis at San Francisco, 7:20 p.m.

Open: Buffalo, Jacksonville, L.A. Chargers, 

Pittsburgh, Dallas, Minnesota

Monday’s Games

New Orleans at Seattle, 7:15 p.m.

 Postseason Baseball Glance
x-if necessary

LEAGUE CHAMPIONSHIP SERIES

(Best-of-7)

American League

Boston 2, Houston 2

 Friday, Oct. 15: Houston 5, Boston 4

 Saturday, Oct. 16: Boston 9, Houston 5

 Monday, Oct. 18: Boston 12, Houston 3

 Tuesday, Oct. 19: Houston 9, Boston 2

 Wednesday, Oct. 20: Houston (Valdez 11-6) at 

Boston (Sale 5-1), 5:08 p.m. (FS1)

 Friday, Oct. 22: Boston at Houston, 8:08 p.m. 

(FS1)

x- Saturday, Oct. 23: Boston at Houston, 8:08 

p.m. (Fox and FS1)

National League

Atlanta 2, Los Angeles 1

 Saturday, Oct. 16: Atlanta 3, Los Angeles 2

 Sunday, Oct. 17: Atlanta 5, Los Angeles 4

 Tuesday, Oct. 19: Los Angeles 6, Atlanta 5

 Wednesday, Oct. 20: Atlanta (Ynoa 4-6) at Los 

Angeles (Urias 20-3), 8:08 p.m. (TBS)

 Thursday, Oct. 21: Atlanta (Fried 14-7) at Los 

Angeles, 8:08 p.m. (TBS)

x- Saturday, Oct. 23: Los Angeles at Atlanta, 

5:08 or 8:08 p.m. (TBS)

x- Sunday, Oct. 24: Los Angeles at Atlanta, 

7:38 p.m. (TBS)

WORLD SERIES

(Best-of-7)

 Tuesday, Oct. 26: Boston-Houston winner at 

Los Angeles OR Atlanta at Boston-Houston 

winner (Fox)

 Wednesday, Oct. 27: Boston-Houston winner 

at Los Angeles OR Atlanta at Boston-Houston 

winner (Fox)

 Friday, Oct. 29: Los Angeles at Boston-Hous-

ton winner OR Boston-Houston winner at 

Atlanta (Fox)

 Saturday, Oct. 30: Los Angeles at Bos-

ton-Houston winner OR Boston-Houston winner 

at Atlanta (Fox)

x- Sunday, Oct. 31: Los Angeles at Bos-

ton-Houston winner OR Boston-Houston winner 

at Atlanta (Fox)

x- Tuesday, Nov. 2: Boston-Houston winner at 

Los Angeles OR Atlanta at Boston-Houston 

winner (Fox)

x- Wednesday, Nov. 3: Boston-Houston winner 

at Los Angeles OR Atlanta at Boston-Houston 

winner (Fox)

TODAY IN SPORTS

Oct. 21
2006 — Two rookie pitchers start the World 

Series for the first time. Anthony Reyes pitches 

into the ninth inning to help St. Louis cruise past 

Detroit and Justin Verlander 7-2 in Game 1.


