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Even Djokovic knew he wasn't at his best in Wimbledon debut

By HOWARD FENDRICH
Associated Press

WIMBLEDON, England
— Novak Djokovic’s play
was not particularly, well,
Djokovic-esque, at Wimble-
don on Monday.

Even he acknowledged
as much.

He got broken early and
trailed 3-1 as he began his
bid for a fourth consecutive
championship and seventh
overall at the grass-court
Grand Slam tournament. He
recovered to take that set,
then dropped the next. He
slipped and fell to the grass.
He accumulated more un-
forced errors than his oppo-
nent. Maybe he was a bit un-

der the weather; he grabbed
tissues from a black box on
the sideline and blew his
nose. Maybe he was simply
a bit off, not having played
a match that mattered in
nearly a full month.

This, though, is the
top-seeded Djokovic, and
there’s a reason he extend-
ed his winning streak at
the All England Club to 22,
and his career victory total
there to 80 — making him
the first player in tennis his-
tory with at least that many
at each major — by beating
Kwon Soon-woo of South
Korea 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 6-4
at Centre Court under the
retractable roof.

And there’s a reason that

friends of the wife of Kwon’s
coach, Daniel Yoo, held up
decorated signs in a player
guest box bearing Kore-
an messages that Yoo said
meant “Fight!” and “Don’t
get hurt!”

So Kwon walked on
court jittery. But after just
two games, the 8lst-ranked
Kwon said through Yoo’s
translation, “I felt like, ‘Oh,
this is doable. ... I can hang
with him a little bit.”

With the exception of a
loss for No. 7 seed Hubert
Hurkacz, a semifinalist at
the All England Club a year
ago, Day 1 signaled a fairly
routine return to pre-pan-
demic normal, with capac-
ity crowds, zero masks, the

Wimbledon Queue in full
effect and, of course, on-and-
off-and-on-again showers.

Hurkacz, coming off a
grass title over the weekend,
lost 7-6 @), 6-4, 5-7, 2-6,
7-6 (10-8) to Alejandro Da-
vidovich Fokina in a match
that featured Wimbledon’s
new final-set format: wom-
en’s third sets and men’s fifth
sets that get to 6-all will go
to a first-to-10-and-win-by-
two tiebreaker.

That might as well be
called the John Isner Rule,
owing to the American’s
70-68 fifth-set victory
over Nicolas Mahut in
2010 and 26-24 fifth-set

Please see TENNIS, 2B

Kirsty Wigglesworth/AP

Novak Djokovic returns to Korea's Kwon Soonwoo in a men’s first
round singles match on Day 1 of Wimbledon in London on Monday.

FROM THE TOP DOWN

Frederica earns
Drake Award for
athletic excellence

By DERRICK DAVIS
ddavis@thebrunswicknews.com

or the first time since joining the high-
est classification in the GISA, Frederica

Academy was the best athletics program
in the league.

Frederica captured the 2022 Drake Athletic
Excellence Award for Class 3A, beating out 21
other athletic departments in a points system
based on the respective finish by each sport. As a
whole, Frederica athletics accumulated 68 points
to edge second-place John Milledge’s total of 65.

“I'm so proud of all of our coaches; I'm so
proud of all of our student athletes,” said Fred-
erica athletic director Carl Nash. “I can’t tell you
how blessed I am to be an athletic director for
such a great group of people.

“I don’t know if it will happen again, but if
it doesn’t, I can just say at least this particular
year, we did everything we could to be the best
at what we do. This is our reward.”

In the calculation for the Drake Award, points
are awarded based on the order of finish in the
state competition or state tournament with 10
points for first, eight for second, and so on.

Following Frederica’s second-place finish to
John Milledge last year, Nash diligently tracked
the athletic program’s progress throughout the
school year.

The Knights earned 26 points in the fall, and
another six during the winter, but it wasn’t until
the spring came to an end with Frederica accu-
mulating another 36 total points that Nash be-
lieved the school had a good chance to come out
on top.

Even so, he was a bit shocked when Frederica
was officially notified of its victory.

“it is such a prestigious award, and it’s the first
time we’ve won it in 3A,” Nash said. “To me,
it just shows how dedicated our coaches are to
coach here. We have some outstanding coaches
— I don’t think people understand how good our
coaches are. We're so lucky.”

Although Frederica didn’t make quite as
many trips to the state finals this year as last,
the athletic programs were solid performers
across the board.

Please see FA, 2B

Chase Elliott pushes NASCAR to race Nashville Fairgrounds

By JENNA FRYER
Associated Press

LEBANON, Tenn. — To
be clear, Chase Elliott will
take a victory anywhere he
can get one.

But not long after lifting
the celebratory guitar he
earned for winning at Nash-
ville Superspeedway, Elliott
couldn’t help but wonder
if NASCAR is still at the
wrong race track.

NASCAR’s most popular
driver is partial to the track
at the Nashville Fairgrounds.
When he heard the Cup
Series would return to the
area in 2021 — but at the
D-shaped oval in Lebanon,
some 40 minutes from the
downtown hot spots — he
was not pleased.

“One snooze fest at that joint

will put the nail in the coffin of
the fairgrounds, bummer,” EI-
liott tweeted in 2020.

He has now raced two
consecutive years at the
superspeedway, collected
a win and the guitar late
Sunday night, and his opin-
ion hasn’t changed. Elliott
wants to race at the fair-
grounds, where his Hall of
Fame father often did and
the two went head-to-head
last summer in the Super-
star Racing Experience.
Chase won the race.

“Yeah, look, I wish we
were at the fairgrounds, for
the record, but I'm glad we're
at least in the market,” Elliott
said. “This is a cool town. It’s
a great place to be. It’s a great
place to race. It’s a town that I
think embraces us, and we em-
brace the people that are here.”

The Nashville market has
indeed become a hot mo-
torsports target since 2019
when NASCAR shifted its
season-ending awards cer-
emony from Las Vegas to
Lower Broadway. Nash-
ville Superspeedway was
added to NASCAR’s 2021
schedule, IndyCar debuted
a downtown street race that
was a smashing success and
SRX will return to the fair-
grounds for a second consec-
utive year in two weeks.

Elliott won’t be in the
SRX field next month, but
the morning after beating his
father there last year — and
after he had earlier been dis-
qualified and finished 39th
in the NASCAR race at the
superspeedway — he made
a passionate plea for NA-
SCAR to take its Cup cars to

the fairgrounds.

“Just the atmosphere of
the fairgrounds, the energy
last night was absolutely un-
believable. I wish all of you
all had been there to see it. It
was nuts. It just further made
double sure that’s where we
belong in my eyes,” Elliott
said. “I've always felt that
way, but that other track (the
superspeedway) is not the
answer. The energy is right
there in town, and we don’t
need to search any further.”

Marcus Smith agrees, and
as head of Speedway Mo-
torsports he is pushing to re-
turn NASCAR to the 0.596-
mile track for the first time
since 1984. The initiative
has been met by local resis-
tance in public meetings. In

Please see ELLIOT, 2B

Mark Humphrey/AP

Chase Elliott poses with his guitar after winning a NASCAR Cup
Series race Sunday in Lebanon, Tenn.
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Baseball and girls bas-
ketball each picked up two
points for state playoff ap-
pearances, and boys soccer,
boys basketball and football
were each awarded four
points for advancing to the
state quarterfinals.

Girls soccer and boys
tennis both made it to their
respective semifinal rounds,
earning six points each to-
wards  Frederica’s total,
while eight points were
awarded to both the Knights’
boys cross country and golf
teams for second-place fin-
ishes at their respective state
tournaments.

The top point getters for
Frederica: a pair of state
championship teams in
girls cross country and girls
tennis, demonstrating the

school’s commitment to ev-
ery sport equally. Five girls
sports were responsible for
32 of Frederica’s 68 total
points.

“We had such a really
strong senior class of fe-
male athletes, and those
girls who were seniors this
year really helped us bring
up girls throughout the last
four years in all our pro-
grams.” Nash said. “When [
look at our female programs
the next few years, they’re
going to be strong just be-
cause the direction they
went in the last few years
with the strong female ath-
letes we had this year like
Ellie Runyan, Josie Brock,
Merrill Been.

“You have amazing young
female athletes who have
carried on and taught the
young girls what they need
to do to be successful. To
me, I think it just sends a
message of our commitment

Provided Photo/ Barry Kaminer

Frederica Academy’s boys cross country team smile with their

GISA Class 3A runners up trophy.

to all of our student athletes.”

The athletic programs at
Frederica Academy have
been on a steady upswing
over the last several years,
hoisting eight state champi-
onships since 2016.

Nash doesn’t take any
credit despite his role as ath-
letic director, instead attrib-
uting the school’s success to

a number of factors.

“Being close to the island
has its advantages in many
ways because it’s so beau-
tiful here, and we do attract
some good coaches here be-
cause of a lot of that,” Nash
said. “But also, I think it’s
because we have such a great
school, really great people
here, and our coaches just

work extremely hard to not
just teach the game or the
sport that they’re coaching,
but T also think they do a
great job off the field, off the
court, off the trails, off the
diamond.

“They just do such a great
job of being a mentor to
all these kids, and our stu-
dent-athletes are taught the
right way.”

Even the outside support
system for each student-
athlete at Frederica Acade-
my played a sizable role.

“I don’t know if we give
enough credit to our par-
ents sometimes because
they’re the ones who have
to pick their kids up from
late practices, and they’re

the ones who go out of

town and watch all their
contests,” Nash added.
“They’re the ones who have
to put up with the losses
and the wins of their kids.
It is difficult. Our parents

go through a lot.”

Still, the award will be a
feather in the cap of Nash,
who consistently demon-
strates his care for every
aspect of the department.
The former Chinese Bas-
ketball ~Association head
coach frequents games and
competitions for each sport
as much as possible, noting
his pride in the coaches and

student-athletes under his
direction.
While it will be Nash who

accepts the Drake Award at
the GISA’s annual confer-
ence July 18 on Jekyll Island,
he is doing so as a vessel for
those that made it possible.

“T tip this award to all of
those coaches and to all of
those student-athletes that
we’ve had, not just this past
year, but that we’ve had the
last few years,” Nash said.
“They just all worked ex-
tremely hard to be better at
what they were doing.”

Wolff, Ortizamong the latest to join Saudi-backed LIV Golf

By DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

The Saudi-funded LIV
Golf series added three
more players to its roster
for the second tournament
in Oregon, a group that in-
cludes 23-year-old Matthew
Wolff and Oklahoma State’s
Eugenio Chacarra of Spain.

LIV Golf had been ex-
pected to announce addi-
tional players from its inau-
gural event outside London
three weeks ago. The big
surprise was Brooks Koep-
ka, who only a week before
he signed on had been in full
support of the PGA Tour.

LIV Golf also said Mon-
day that Carlos Ortiz of
Mexico is joining, one week

after Abraham Ancer of
Mexico signed on.

The 48-man field at
Pumpkin Ridge in North
Plains,  Oregon, starts

Thursday for another $20
million purse, with an ad-
ditional $5 million prize
fund for a team competi-
tion. Charl Schwartzel won
the inaugural event and its
$4 million payoff.

Wolff, who also played
at Oklahoma State, made
an instant impact on the
PGA Tour when he turned
pro at age 20 and won the
3M Open in Minnesota in
his third start. A year lat-
er, Wolff shot 65 in the fi-
nal round to tie for fourth
in the PGA Championship,
and he had the 54-hole lead

at Winged Foot in the U.S.
Open until he shot 75 on
the last day and finished six
shots behind Bryson De-
Chambeau.

Since then, Wolff has
struggled with relating hap-
piness with the scores he
was posting, and he stepped
away in 2021 for 10 months
to cope with mental health is-
sues. Once as high as No. 12
in the world, he now is No.
77. His lone finish in the top
20 this year was a tie for sixth
in the Saudi International.

The additional signings
— which include DeCham-
beau and Patrick Reed as
the London event was con-
cluding — means the LIV
Golf Invitational will have
eight of the top 50 in the

world at Pumpkin Ridge,
with the highest-ranked
Dustin Johnson at No. 16.

Ortiz, who is No. 119 in
the world, won his only
PGA Tour title in the Hous-
ton Open in 2020.

The Portland event is the
first of five LIV Golf events
scheduled for the United
States, the first time PGA
Tour members are compet-
ing on U.S. soil the same
week as a PGA Tour event.
The John Deere Classic
does not have any of the top
50 in the world.

Players who compete in
LIV Golf are suspended
by the PGA Tour. Some of
them, such as Sergio Garcia
and Johnson, have resigned
their membership.

Elliott
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the meantime, Speedway
Motorsports last December
purchased the superspeed-
way in Lebanon and was the
official promoter this past
weekend.

Speedway  Motorsports
founder Bruton Smith died
last week at 95, and then
Marcus  Smith’s  mother
suffered a stroke Friday.
He was not available at the
superspeedway this week-
end to discuss Speedway

Motorsports’ plans for the
Nashville area.

But many in the indus-
try believe the market can
support multiple races, even
with NASCAR, SRX and
IndyCar all stopping in
Nashville over three con-
secutive months.

Elliott stumped for the
fairgrounds, though he con-
ceded that even with three
hours of weather delays,
a determined crowd hung
around for a race that took
seven hours to complete and
was a better product than
last year.

“It was way more racy

than I thought it would be.
But it still doesn’t mean I
prefer this over the fair-
grounds and what that could
be,” Elliott said. “It’s just
that racetrack and the histo-
ry of that racetrack and its
location is just something
that we’re never going to
replicate again.”

He then pointed to other
markets where tracks are
30- to 45 minutes outside
the city — in Michigan or
Atlanta or Miami.

“With the fairgrounds
you'd be drawing from an
area that is 15 blocks away
or so,” he said “Correct me

if I'm wrong on that, but it’s
a hell of a lot closer. In to-
day’s society, you're never
going to build a racetrack in
a city like that again.”

He said he’s encouraged
by Marcus Smith’s com-
mitment to the region and is
hopeful to have his Cup car
at the fairgrounds soon.

“It sounds like they’re
at least working on it,” he
said. T think the positives
outweigh the negatives, and
I think there’s a way to be
respectful in doing so of the
folks that live in the area
and be able to do it in a
positive light.”

Tennis
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loss to Kevin Anderson in
2018, both at Wimbledon,
both before the tourna-
ment adopted deciding-set
tiebreakers.

On Monday, Isner was
back on Court 18, the site
of the Mahut marathon,
and smacked 54 aces in a
6-7 (6),7-6 (3),4-6,6-3,7-5
victory over Enzo Coua-
caud. Isner’s next match
figures to be held at a big-
ger court, because he’ll be
facing Andy Murray, who
has won two of this three
major championships at
Wimbledon.

Murray’s 4-6, 6-3, 6-2,
6-4 win over James Duck-
worth came at Centre
Court and followed another
triumph there by a British
major title winner, reigning
U.S. Open champ Emma
Raducanu.

“From the moment I
walked out through those
gates, I could really just feel
the energy and the support
and everyone was behind
me from the word ‘go,” the
19-year-old Raducanu said
after defeating Alison Van
Uytvanck 6-4, 6-4. “I just
really tried to cherish ev-
ery single point out there.
Played every point like it
could have been one of my
last on that court.”

Djokovic, a 35-year-old
from Serbia, had not played

since losing to rival Rafael
Nadal in the French Open
quarterfinals and it seemed
to show. Kwon’s piercing,
flat groundstrokes and soft
drop shots were effective
for stretches.

“I did not start, or did
not play, at my best,” said
Djokovic, whose 20 Grand
Slam trophies are tied with
Roger Federer for the sec-
ond-most in men’s tennis
history behind Nadal’s 22.
“But I think when I need-
ed to find the right shots, I
did. I think (my) serve got
me out of trouble in some
decisive moments. I know I
can do better.”

Keep in mind, too, that
this might very well be
Djokovic’s last major event
of this season — and for
11 more months, until the
2023 French Open.

As things stand, he will
not be allowed into the
United States as a foreign-
er who hasn’t gotten his
COVID-19 shots and must
miss the U.S. Open, which
begins in August. He also
could end up sitting out a
second consecutive Aus-
tralian Open because he is
unvaccinated — a status he
said Saturday he would not
consider changing.

After Monday’s match,
Djokovic said he’s not
thinking ahead to New
York at the moment but
added: “I’'m hoping some
things can change and
that I’ll be able to go and
compete. [ would want to.”
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