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Candidates seeking seats 
on the Brunswick City Com-
mission in the Nov. 7 election 
took part in a forum Monday 
hosted by the Glynn County 
Democratic Party.

Incumbent Brunswick 
commissioners Felicia Har-
ris, who represents the South 
Ward, and Vincent Williams, 
who represents the city’s 
North Ward, were joined by 
challengers Thomas Wilson, 
vying for the South Ward 
commission seat, and Ernest 
Culbreath, challenger for the 
North Ward seat.

The forum was moderat-
ed by Starling Sutton, for-
mer chairman of the Glynn 
County Democratic Party.

After fi elding questions on 
why they want to serve the 
community, candidates ex-
plained their stance on eco-
nomic development, public 
safety, the city’s infrastruc-
ture and the Oglethorpe 
Conference Center project.

“Bringing in high paying 
jobs will help everybody,” 
said Wilson, who added he 
would love to see develop-
ment on Norwich and Bay 
streets modeled after what 
visitors see in Savannah.

Harris countered, and said 
many things are already head-
ing in the right direction.

“The (Brunswick-Glynn 
County) Economic Develop-
ment Authority is not specif-
ically branding Brunswick,” 
Harris said. “We’ve got to 
get them to brand the city. 
We are a waterfront city. 
I’d like to see micro, home-
grown businesses that will 
sustain this community.”

On the topic of public 
safety, Culbreath said better 
paying jobs will help combat 
crime in the city.

“People resort to crime be-
cause they don’t have enough 
money to take care of their 
families,” said Culbreath. 

Williams said the Bruns-
wick police and fi re depart-
ments are doing a great job.

“The fi re department has 
an ISO rating of one,” Wil-
liams said, referring to the 
top rating of system used to 
calculate homeowners’ in-
surance cost. “The police de-
partment has been certifi ed. 
The city’s crime rate is down 
almost 60 percent over the 
last four years. We have to 
continue to make sure we get 
enough offi cers and get them 
paid, so they stay.”

Regarding infrastructure, 
Harris and Williams said 
strides have been made on 
the dilapidated water and 
sewer system.

“We’ve spent close to $1 
million on water and sewer 
infrastructure,” Williams 
said. “The (ongoing) Mans-
fi eld Street (water and sew-
er project) has been a thorn 
in our side. We’ve now in-
stituted a policy where we 
will start deducting pay if 
the project is not done in a 
timely manner.”

Harris said issues with the 
sewer system have been hap-
pening for a while.

Candidates also tack-
led questions regarding the 
long-awaited Oglethorpe Con-
ference Center project planned 
for downtown Brunswick.

Wilson addressed the con-
ference center project by say-
ing it’s a great idea, though it is 
clearly behind schedule.

Culbreath said a confer-
ence center can be great for 
downtown, but the project 
needs to be re-thought.

Harris is on the center’s 
architectural committee and 
said the plans are moving 
forward.

Candidates speak 
in election forum
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W
ithin every stu-
dent is a writer 
with something 

to say.
On Tuesday, Frederica 

Academy invited author Lau-
ren Wolk to visit students and 
bring the process of writing 
to life for them.

The entire middle school 
read Wolk’s most recent 
book, “Wolf Hollow,” this 
summer. The novel follows 
the story of its feisty protag-
onist, Annabelle, who lives 
on a farm in Pennsylvania 
during World War II. In the 
story, Annabelle learns to 
become a voice of justice, 
fi ghting against the cruelty of 
others.

The book, a New York 
Times best-seller, has earned 
many accolades, including 
the prestigious 2017 New-
bery Honor Book award.

The coming-of-age novel 
resonates with young readers, 

Wolk said.
“You, at your age, are all 

in the middle of your com-
ing-of-age stories,” Wolk told 
the students, during a group 
assembly in Frederica Acad-
emy’s arts center.

She encouraged the stu-
dents to pay close attention 
to what’s happening in their 
lives right now, as these 
events are shaping who they 
will grow up to be.

“Don’t ignore the small 
things happening in your 
lives right now,” she said.

Wolk walked the students 
through the methods by 
which she wrote the book 
and invented its characters.

First comes the setting.
“I write about places where 

I want to spend time, because 
writing a novel is like liv-
ing another life,” Wolk said. 
“And you really want to be 
in the setting you’re creating. 
But it’s my job as a writer to 
make you want to spend time 
there, too. Otherwise, I will 
lose you.”

Through clever, careful use 
of language, a writer creates 
a compelling world for his or 
her readers to enter, she said.

“I have to fi gure out ways 
to pick you up out of that 
chair and transport you into 
the world I’m creating,” she 
said. “And if you’re a writer, 
you already know what I’m 
talking about … I do that 
with the universal language 
of our senses.”

Once the setting has been 
established, Wolk said she 
creates her characters. She 
wrote “Wolf Hollow” in trib-
ute to her mother, who grew 
up on a Pennsylvania farm 
during the same time period 
the novel takes place.

The characters were in-
spired by Wolk’s family 
members and their stories. 
She mixed facts with her own 
imaginings to write the story.

“I have my place, and I 
have my people, and then 
I let them tell me a story,” 
Wolk said. “I don’t know 
what I’m going to write as I 

write it, I just follow them in 
their story.”

“Wolf Hollow” offers sev-
eral take-aways, Wolk said, 
including a message that one 
should stand up to bullies 
and should ask for help when 
it’s needed.

Another major lesson the 
book offers is that it’s im-
portant to speak up and to 
do good.

“You should never under-
estimate your power to affect 
change in the world,” Wolk 
told the students.

Writing offers a way in 
which to make their opinions 
heard, she said.

“It doesn’t matter how old 
you are or how many times 
you’re told your opinion 
doesn’t matter. It absolutely 
does,” she said. “I hope that, 
if something is important 
enough to you, that you will 
write about it, you will make 
art about it, you will stand up 
and talk about it and you will 
share your feelings in any 
way you can.”

Author gives writing tips to students
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Author Lauren Wolk speaks to Frederica Academy middle school students during a visit to the school Tuesday.
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KINGSLAND — A 
group of Kingsland residents 
packed City Hall on Monday 
to let elected offi cials know 
now is not the time to raise 
property taxes.

Many at the meeting were 
from neighborhoods fl ooded 
with chest-deep water during 
Hurricane Irma, and they say 
any tax increase would be an 
additional hardship during 
a time when their lives have 
been turned upside down.

“For the fi rst time in 52 
years, I’m homeless,” said Jim 
Bryson. “The whole inside of 
my house has been gutted.”

Bryson said he bought his 
house in The Lakes subdivi-
sion because it was not in a 
fl ood plain. The question he 
is asking now is if city offi -
cials are recommending he 
walk away from his home.

“Depending on this, I 
could lose everything in one 
day,” he said. “I’m looking at 
losing everything I own.”

Many residents spoke 
during the public hearing, 

with some blaming their 
woes on city offi cials for not 
properly maintaining drain-
age system.

Yolanda Ramsey said her 
neighborhood has fl ooded 
three times in the past 12 
years, and called city offi -
cials “derelict in their duties” 
by failing to do something 
about her neighborhood’s 
drainage problems.

“We, the taxpayers in my 
neighborhood, have lost 
confi dence in all of you,” 
she said. “My husband and 
I have worked 23 years, and 

now it’s all gone.”
After the storm, Ramsey 

said the police didn’t patrol 
her neighborhood, which en-
abled looters to steal residents’ 
personal possessions they put 
in their driveways and front 
lawns to dry. Only a handful 
of more than 60 residents liv-
ing in the neighborhood had 
fl ood insurance, she said.

Chuck Seymore said some 
of his neighbors have more 
than $40,000 in damages be-
cause of the city’s negligence.

“There never should have 
been a situation where we had 

four and a half feet of water 
come down the street,” he 
said. “I probably threw away 
90 percent of the stuff I own.”

City offi cials are proposing 
increasing property taxes 1.04 
mill, which would increase 
taxes $41.60 a year for the 
owner of a home valued at 
$100,000. The increase would 
be used to pay for new public 
safety equipment, some which 
is in dire need of replacing.

No decision on a tax hike 
will be made until another 
public hearing is held.

Mayor Ken Smith said 

there is little city offi cials can 
do to help fl ood victims.

“That’s strictly through (the 
Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency),” he said. “It’s 
the fi rst time we’ve had (a 
storm) like this in Kingsland 
and I’ve lived here all my life.”

City offi cials said they are 
still trying to determine how 
to improve the neighborhood’s 
drainage issues. The problem 
is drainage from the neighbor-
hood is channeled to private 
timber property and they are 
limited on the amount of wa-
ter that can be sent there.

Kingsland residents blame city for fl ooding

To DATE
The date of a hospitality education event sponsored by 

College of Coastal Georgia was published incorrectly in an 
article Monday based on information provided to The News. 
The date of the event is Nov. 10.

Correction


