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GLYNN ACADEMY 22 MCINTOSH COUNTY ACADEMY 12

By SEBASTIAN EMANUEL
semanuel@thebrunswicknews.com

With Glynn Academy and McIn-
tosh County Academy coming off 
wins in their opener heading into 
Thursday’s game, one team would 
leave Glynn County Stadium with 
its fi rst blemish — unless the con-
test ended in a tie like it did in the 
meeting between the programs a 
year ago.

But there would be no tie in the 
rematch as the Terrors took down 
their northern neighbors from 
Darien 22-12.

The on again, off again rainfall 
didn’t affect either team, as Glynn 
opened the game with a four-play, 
57-yard drive for the fi rst touch-
down of the game. Quarterback 
Tyler Devlin found the 6-foot-5 
David Prince in 1-on-1 coverage 
for the 39-yard touchdown to se-
cure the game’s fi rst points. Glynn 

followed with a 2-point conversion 
by Ryan Scheuneman to take an 
early 8-0 lead.

Defensively, the Terrors held fi rm 
when they faced off against the 
Buccaneers’ wing-T offense during 
the fi rst drive, forcing a punt after 
Quay Evans broke into the back-
fi eld to tackle JaReese Campbell 
for a loss.

Glynn looked like it had McIn-
tosh for another big play in the 
ensuing series when Devlin found 
Prince again in single coverage for 
a 69-yard catch and run. However, 
a penalty negated the play for the 
Terrors, who eventually punted 
back to the Buccaneers.

Neither team was able to carry 
out an offensive drive for the rest 
of the fi rst quarter, with both teams 
going three-and-out — twice for 
MCA.

Starting the second quarter with 
the ball, Glynn slowly marched 

down the fi eld with running back 
Greg Peacock taking snaps out of 
the wildcat formation. On the third 
consecutive play to Peacock, he 
bounced to the outside towards the 
Buccaneers’ sideline and fumbled 
as he was hit. McIntosh’s Jaylyn 
Ellis scooped up the loose ball and 
ran it all the way back to the 1-yard 
line before being tackled by Prince 
and Devlin.

Only needing a yard to enter the 
end zone, McIntosh’s head coach 
Bradley Warren gave the rock to 
the senior Campbell, and he did 
the rest. Proceeding to go or two 
to tie the game, the team failed 
on a run up the middle, preserv-
ing Glynn’s lead at 8-6 midway 
through the second.

Glynn didn’t let its neighbors from 
the north puzzle them, as they took 
the ensuing drive and scored. After 

FREDERICA  34

TIFTAREA  27BRUNSWICK HIGH 16 CAMDEN COUNTY 10

Glynn Academy holds on in Thursday slugfest against MCA
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Glynn Academy’s Greg Peacock shakes a McIntosh County Academy defender on 
a run Thursday at Glynn County Stadium.

By DERRICK DAVIS
ddavis@thebrunswicknews.com

B
runswick High and 
Camden County went 
blow-for-blow in a con-

test between coastal rivals that 
came down to the wire Friday 
night.

Trailing by six, the Wildcats 
drove down inside the 10-yard 
line as the clock ticked under the 
two-minute mark. But on 4th-
and-goal, the Pirates persevered 
as Lionel Twitty batted down a 
pass to hold on to a 16-10 vic-
tory at Glynn County Stadium.

“Hats off to Camden,” said 
Brunswick head coach Garrett 
Grady. “Coach (Jeff Herron) 
had those guys ready to play 
this week, but so did we. We 

went back to the drawing board 
on Monday, made a lot of cor-
rections, and we got after it this 
week.

“We knew it was going to be 
a battle. Look at the scoreboard, 
look at the way the game came 
down, it was a battle right here 
in-between the bricks. I’m glad 
to be a Pirate.”

zBrunswick was much better 
in that regard against Camden. 
The Pirates did have one muffed 
snap that set the Wildcats up 
to score their fi rst points of the 
contest on a 35-yard fi eld and 
narrow the early defi cit to 7-3, 
but it was Brunswick’s only 
turnover of the game.

In his second varsity start, 

BATTERED AND BRUISED

Goal line stand lifts Brunswick High over Camden County

Derrick Davis/The Brunswick News

Brunswick High’s J’Shawn Towns makes a tackle against Camden County on Friday at Glynn County Stadium.

Derrick Davis/The Brunswick News

Brunswick High’s Jayden Drayton scores a touchdown against Camden Coun-
ty on Friday at Glynn County Stadium.

By SEBASTIAN EMANUEL
semanuel@thebrunswicknews.com

Dominating the fi rst half 
against Tiftarea, Frederica had 
to snatch the game from the 
edge of defeat to earn a 34-27 
win in Chula.

Leaving 26-7 and heading 
into the locker room, with run-
ning back Jordan Triplett scor-
ing three times and Sutton Ellis 
fi nding Hayes Carter in the end 
zone for the other touchdown, 
Frederica Academy head coach 
Brandon Derrick wasn’t happy 
with his team giving up a touch-
down just before the half.

He believed his team had 
practiced well for the fi rst half, 
replicating the fi rst half of the 
game, and then being a debacle 
in the second half. The game 
under the bright lights replicat-
ed what happened on the prac-
tice fi eld.

“We gave them the ball with 
six minutes to go,” Derrick 
said. “We are ahead 26-20, 
they drive it 65 yards, and we 
dropped three interceptions on 
the drive. They scored on fourth 
down and four with 46 seconds 
to go and we had our hands on 
that ball. Somehow he got it and 
fi gured out a way to get into the 
end zone.”

Trailing for the fi rst time all 
game and having only 47 sec-
onds to march down the fi eld 
and score in some capacity, ju-
nior Eli Brickman called for a 
special play with offensive co-
ordinator Bo Yeargan.

“We are down 27-26 and they 
kick off to us and we run a hook 
and ladder on the fi rst play and 
Eli Brickman actually called it 
he and coach Yeargan,” Derrick 
said. “He fl ipped it to Jordan 
and he ran down to the 15.”

Getting the ball inside the red 
zone at the 15-yard line of the 
Panthers, the Knights’ offense 
did the one thing that shouldn’t 
happen, take a sack.

FA defeats  

Tiftarea in 

nail-biter
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By JOHN ZENOR
Associated Press

The rest of the Southeast-
ern Conference isn’t about to 
throw a pity party for Ala-
bama and Georgia, no matter 
how many stars they lost to 
the NFL.

Everyone else in the league 
is still chasing last season’s 
two top teams, with Jimbo 
Fisher and Texas A&M lead-
ing the pursuit. It hardly mat-
ters that Alabama lost some 
of its best offensive playmak-
ers and Georgia must replace 
some of its top defenders 
among 15 NFL draft picks,

The preseason No. 1 
Crimson Tide, third-ranked 
Bulldogs and sixth-ranked 
Aggies all have abundant 
talent and national champi-
onship aspirations. Georgia 
wound up on top last season 
and, like ‘Bama, wants to re-
main regular contenders not, 
as coach Kirby Smart put it, 
“one-year wonders.”

“This program was built 
to be here for a long time,” 
Smart said.

Alabama, which lost to 
Georgia in the national 
championship game, has two 
of college football’s biggest 
stars: Heisman Trophy-win-
ning quarterback Bryce 
Young and national defen-
sive player of the year Will 
Anderson. The Tide turned 

to the transfer portal to re-
place tailback Brian Rob-
inson Jr. and top receivers 
Jameson Williams and John 
Metchie III.

The Bulldogs have 
All-America tight end Brock 
Bowers, quarterback Stet-
son Bennett and a still well-
stocked defense.

“We have plenty of talent,” 
Smart said. “What we lack 
right now is experience.”

Alabama is still sting-
ing from that 33-18 loss to 
Smart and the Bulldogs, who 
snapped a 41-year national 
title drought.

As ever, anything short of 
a national title at Alabama is 
a disappointment in Tuscalo-
osa. A “participation trophy” 
is on display in the cafeteria 
where the players eat as a 
daily reminder.

Saban recently called last 
season “a rebuilding year” 
after a massive loss of NFL 
talent, and this season’s 
Georgia team can relate.

Safety Jordan Battle said 
Alabama is striving to reme-
dy one apparent shortcoming 
from 2021.

“We’re trying to get the 
brotherhood mentality back 
on task,” Battle said. “I feel 
like that’s one thing we 
didn’t do last year. I feel like 
we didn’t have the leadership 
like the 2020 (title team’s) 
leadership.”

THE PICKS
East: Georgia, Ken-

tucky, Tennessee, Florida, 
South Carolina, Missouri,  
Vanderbilt

West: Alabama, Texas 
A&M, Arkansas, Missis-
sippi, Mississippi State,  
LSU, Auburn

TOP PLAYERS
Will Anderson, LB, 

Alabama: The 6-foot-4, 
243-pounder was the nation-
al sack leader and a unani-
mous All-American. Plus, he 
finished fifth in the Heisman 
Trophy voting.

Kayshon Boutte, WR, 
LSU: Led the Tigers in re-
ceiving despite missing the 
final seven games with an 
ankle injury. Has 14 touch-
downs in 16 career games. 

Brock Bowers, TE, Geor-
gia: A second-team AP 
All-American as a freshman, 
Bowers had the most prolific 
season by a Bulldogs tight 
end with 56 catches for 882 
yards and 13 touchdowns.

Nick Broeker, OL, Mis-
sissippi: The two-year start-
er at left tackle is moving to 
guard. Western Kentucky 
transfer Mason Brooks could 
man one of the tackle spots 
with Jeremy James.

Jalen Carter, DL, Geor-
gia: Regarded as the Bull-
dogs’ next big defensive line 
star, he was still a powerful 
force in a loaded front. Had 
33 quarterback hurries and 
blocked two kicks despite 
starting just two games.

Jalen Catalon, S, Arkan-

sas: Made 46 tackles in six 
games last season before a 
shoulder injury and intercept-
ed two passes in the opener 
against Rice. Antonio John-
son, S, Texas A&M: Heads a 
veteran secondary after start-
ing every game as a sopho-
more. Johnson had 79 tackles, 
including 8.5 behind the line.

Hendon Hooker, QB, 
Tennessee: Back for his 
sixth year, Hooker set pro-
gram records for passing 
efficiency (181.4) and com-
pletion percentage (68). Had 
31 touchdowns against just 
three interceptions.

Chris Rodriguez Jr., RB, 
Kentucky: A first-team AP 
All-SEC pick last season, 
Rodriguez has racked up 
2,740 yards and 26 rushing 
touchdowns in his career.

Bryce Young, QB, Ala-
bama: Tide’s second straight 
Heisman Trophy winner set 
school single-season marks 
with 4,872 passing yards and 
47 touchdowns.

NEW FACES
Billy Napier (Florida) and 

Brian Kelly (LSU) are trying 
to turn their programs back 
into contenders after 6-7 
seasons. With the transfer 
portal, the teams are all hop-
ing to fill voids immediately 
with experienced players. 
The most prominent is South 
Carolina quarterback Spen-
cer Rattler, via Oklahoma.

Alabama’s title hopes 
could hinge on five transfers: 
tailback Jahmyr Gibbs, re-
ceivers Jermaine Burton and 
Tyler Harrell, cornerback Eli 
Ricks and tackle Tyler Steen. 
Texas A&M brought in LSU 
quarterback transfer Max 
Johnson. Ole Miss could 
start USC transfer Jaxson 
Dart at QB.

ON THE HOT SEAT
Auburn coach Bryan 

Harsin has to be atop this 
list even though it’s only his 
second season. The Tigers 
ended last season on a five-
game losing streak and then 
had coaching and player 
turnover. There don’t seem 
to be any other head coach-
es in immediate jeopardy 
barring collapses. Missouri’s 
Eli Drinkwitz and Mississip-
pi State’s Mike Leach both 
are just under .500 after two 
seasons but with reasons for 
optimism.

BIGGEST GAMES
Alabama versus Texas 

A&M on Oct. 8 has it all. 
The Aggies handed Alabama 
its lone regular season loss in 
2021 and then Fisher and Sa-
ban juiced up the SEC West 
rivalry with some offseason 
verbal sparring. Georgia 
opens in Atlanta with No. 
11 Oregon, and Bama fac-
es Texas on Sept. 10. Texas 
A&M hosts 16th-ranked Mi-
ami on Sept. 17.

SEC offers Alabama, Georgia, Texas A&M in hunt for national title

Darron Cummings/AP

Georgia’s Stetson Bennett celebrates after the College Football 
Playoff championship game on Jan. 11 in Indianapolis.

quarterback J.R. Elkins 
completed 7-of-10 pass-
es for 73 yards. All three 
incompletions were on 
dropped passes, including 
one in the end zone just 
before halftime that would 
result in a scoreless pos-
session following a missed 
field goal.

Still, the Pirates were 
able to carry a 7-3 advan-
tage into halftime against a 
Wildcats looking to bounce 
back from a loss in their 
season opener a week ago.

Last week, the big plays 
killed Camden in a shock-
ing loss to Class 2A Co-
lumbia, and despite defen-
sive improvements overall, 
the Wildcats were once 
again burned in that de-
partment.

Brunswick got on the 
scoreboard when Cam-
den’s punter muffed a snap 
just outside the goal line 
and failed to get back on 
the ball, setting the Pirates 
up for a short three-play, 
5-yard touchdown drive 
capped off by Jayden Dray-
ton’s 1-yard touchdown 
plunge.

In the second half, trail-
ing 10-7, the Pirates ripped 
off a pair of long runs to set 
up the game-tying 37-yard 
field goal, and following a 
quick three-and-out, Dray-
ton scored the go-ahead 
touchdown on a 45-yard 
run on the first play of the 

possession.
The Pirates finished with 

249 yards of offense — 96 
of which came on three 
second-half runs.

“They have big-play abil-
ity and played really, real-
ly good defensively, and 
if you made one mistake 
with them they can go to 
the house,” Herron said. 
“For the most part, our 
defense played really well, 
and I thought our offense 
played really well. That 
fourth quarter, that was the 
old Camden County right 
there. We took the ball and 
kept it, and just drove down 
the field. We were one play 
from scoring with a minute 
to go, and we are back to 
the way we used to be.

“But we didn’t make that 
play. We are not there yet, 
but we are a lot closer (this 
Friday) than we were last 
Friday, I’ll tell you that.”

Both teams were able to 
finally find some room to 
operate in the second half 
following a first half that 
saw both sides muster up 
fewer than 100 yards of of-
fense.

Camden’s most promis-
ing possession came to an 
end on an interception by 
Keon Leggett near the goal 
line, and Brunswick came 
away without punts on two 
different trips into the red 
zone.

But the Pirates were able 
to establish a presence in 
the run game in the sec-
ond half, finishing with 176 
rushing yards, as were the 
Wildcats, who gained the 

vast majority of its 191 to-
tal yards on the ground in 
the second half.

After a long Brunswick 
drive came up short on 4th 
down, Camden took its first 
lead of the contest on a 37-
yard scoring run by Quan 
Floyd with 3:16 remaining 
in the third quarter.

But it wouldn’t be long 
until the Pirates went back 
up — first tying the game 
on Fineran’s field goal on 
the first play of the fourth 
quarter before going up 
16-10 on Drayton’s second 
touchdown on the game.

However, with just over 
nine minutes remaining 
after the missed extra 
point, Camden had all the 
time it needed to drive 
down for the game-win-
ning score. The Wildcats 
converted a 4th-and-2 
near midfield, and soon 
enough, they faced 1st-
and-goal from the 7 yard 
line with 3:16 to play.

Finally, the Black Flag 
would come through 
though.

Brunswick forced Cam-
den back two yards over 
the first two downs, and a 
3rd down pass went off the 
hands of Pirates defensive 
back Ivan Johnson.

Still with one final play, 
Camden quarterback Ma-
son Robinson rolled to his 
right and tried to fire a pass 
over the head of a Bruns-
wick linebacker, who bat-
ted down the pass to ignite 
the celebration.

“(The game) was defi-
nitely going to be won in 

the trenches,” Grady said. 
“Our defense, that stand 
on fourth down, down here 
backed up against our own 
end zone, that’s what cham-
pionship teams are made of.

“Hopefully that shows 
what we can do, our po-
tential, where we can be 
at. We’re not there yet, but 
that’s what we’re working 
towards.”

The victory was only 
Brunswick’s second 
against Camden since 
2000, having lost 13 of the 
previous 14 meetings be-
tween the programs. Her-
ron had previously been 
7-0 against Brunswick in 
his career.

Despite the loss and the 
Wildcats’ first 0-2 start 
since 2016, Herron was 
pleased by the fight his 
team displayed.

“I told them in there that 
I couldn’t be more proud of 
them,” Herron said. “Last 
week I had no answers for 
them, but this week they 
played their rear ends off. 
They did everything that we 
can possibly ask them to do. 
They had so much emotion, 
so much heart, fight. We 
just didn’t finish it.

“I told them, ‘We are so 
close.’ We are knocking on 
the door, knocking on the 
door and we are going to 
kick that dang door down. 
We started 18 underclass-
men. When I went into the 
locker room after the game, 
they were all crying, just 
heart broken, and I never 
saw that last year. That’s 
something we can build on.”

BHS
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Forced to call a timeout, 
Coach Derrick brought his 
team together and called for 
a post wheel with 35 seconds 
left in the ball game.

“The safety and the cor-
ner both flew over the top to 
the wheel and we hit Kwon 
Vaughn in the back of the end 
zone with 22 seconds to go in 
the game,” Derrick said. “We 
went for two and got it be-
cause it would have been 32-
27 and went for two to make 
sure they had to kick the extra 
point to get the tie if all else 
fails. You never know with 22 
seconds left to go in the game. 
I didn’t know at that point.”

Giving the ball back to 
Tiftarea and forcing the 
Panthers to make more of 
their second-half magic, the 
Knights’ stopped four straight 
plays to escape Chula with a 
hard-fought win.

Coach Derrick said he was 
happy with the way his team 
battled on the field to figure 
out a way to win their first 
game of the season and build 
confidence moving forward.

“Yeah you live and you 
learn,” Derrick said. “We 
looked really good in the 
first half and then we didn’t 
play very good at all in the 
second half. We made a few 
adjustments to keep them in 
front of us. They big played us 
to death. They hit three deep 
balls of 40 yards plus in the 
secondary. Two on our fresh-
men. But hey, we gotta grow 
up and we have to figure out a 
way to make plays.

“We have a tough contest 
next week against Valwood. 
We snuck out of here with a 
win and anytime you can go 
on the road and win with a 
young bunch no matter how 
you do it, it’s a big deal. It was 
good for us and we needed a 
little something to get some 
confidence and hopefully, it 
will help us down the road.”

FA
Continued from page  1B
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Frederica’s Eli Brickman holds on to the ball as he is tackled by a 
Tiftarea defender on Friday.

By PAUL NEWBERRY
Associated Press

ATLANTA — Golf’s sea-
son of discontent reaches its 
official stopping point this 
weekend at the Tour Cham-
pionship.

Predicting where the sport 
goes from here is sort of like 
trying to hole a shot from the 
fairway.

The PGA Tour was woe-
fully slow in reacting to the 
challenge from upstart, Sau-
di-backed LIV Golf. When it 
finally mustered a defense on 
the historic grounds of East 
Lake Golf Club, it seemed 
nothing more than a bunch 
of warmed-over ideas pulled 
straight from rebel tour’s 
playbook.

Mainly, it comes down to 
this: The top PGA Tour play-
ers will commit to taking 
part in a series of tourna-
ments with heightened im-
portance beginning in 2023, 
and they’ll all be cashing 
some enormous paychecks 
for their trouble.

Sound familiar?
The leader of LIV Golf 

sure thought so. Greg Nor-
man quickly jumped on so-
cial media to gloat over the 
PGA Tour largely copying 
what his tour is already do-
ing.

“A day late and a dollar 
short,” he wrote.

More initiatives were un-
veiled by PGA Tour Com-
missioner Jay Monahan, 
but any talk of growing the 
game or bringing in new fans 
is sure to take a backseat to 
the staggering amounts of 
money being thrown around 
by both tours.

Golf has always been a 
game for the rich and pow-
erful, and nearly everything 
that’s happened over the past 
few months will only solid-
ify that image for potential 
fans outside the top income 
bracket, those folks who ar-
en’t fretting over their yacht 
qualifying for a tax deduc-
tion.

Monahan was asked 
point-blank if the PGA Tour 

should have taken the LIV 
threat more seriously.

He shrugged it off, seem-
ingly welcoming the compe-
tition while insisting that his 
more established tour will 
win out in the end.

“There’s competition ev-
erywhere,” he said. “We’re 
competing against other 
leagues. We’re competing 
for younger eyeballs. We’re 
competing to grow interna-
tionally. We’re competing 
to grow our sport relative to 
other sports. That’s the na-
ture of what we do.”

But Monahan sounded a 
bit naive when he talked of 
the PGA Tour relying on 
more than checks with lots of 
zeros to fend off a foe with a 
seemingly blank check from 
the Saudi royal family, en-
dorsed to anyone who’s good 
at swinging a club and will-
ing to overlook the regime’s 
egregious record on human 
rights.

Monahan used words like 
“history” and “legacy” and 
“sense of purpose” to de-

scribe the non-monetary val-
ue of sticking with the estab-
lished tour.

In reality, the only words 
that matter to most players: 
“Show me the money.”

Even though a clear ma-
jority of the world’s best still 
tee it up on the PGA Tour, 
the rival circuit has thrown 
around enough Saudi dough 
— with some signing bonus-
es reported at $150 million 
or more — to land a sur-
prisingly stout lineup of big-
name players.

Dustin Johnson. Bryson 
DeChambeau. Brooks Koep-
ka. Louis Oosthuizen. Not to 
mention, reports are swirling 
that British Open winner 
Cameron Smith is among 
those who will announce 
their defection as soon as the 
Tour Championship is over.

The biggest name land-
ed by LIV was Phil Mick-
elson, who just 15 months 
ago became the oldest major 
winner in golf history at the 
PGA Championship.

His reputation and his 

game have taken quite a 
beating since that trium-
phant moment at Kiawah 
Island, but Mickelson being 
at the forefront of LIV now 
makes him look like a bit 
of a visionary. Especially 
in light of the changes an-
nounced this week by the 
PGA Tour, which are large-
ly a bucket list of the things 
Lefty wanted.

“As much as I probably 
don’t want to give Phil any 
sort of credit at all, yeah, 
there were certain points 
that he was trying to make,” 
said Rory McIlroy, who has 
become a leading voice for 
players on the PGA Tour. 
“Were some of these ideas, 
did they have merit? Of 
course they did. But he just 
didn’t approach it the right 
way.”

McIlroy talked of collab-
oration and being willing to 
work with other players to 
make the necessary chang-
es. That was apparently the 
point of a players-only meet-
ing last week that includ-

ed Tiger Woods, who still 
wields enormous clout even 
though his future as a player 
is murky at best.

Of course, the PGA Tour 
has been around for 54 years. 
It’s had plenty of time to ad-
dress any serious concerns.

It was only when LIV 
came along — and showed 
it’s here to stay as long as 
the Saudis remain interested 
in golf and oblivious to the 
bottom line — that the tour 
finally decided to budge.

“I think having the top 
players in the world play-
ing together more often and 
competing against each other 
more often is what everyone 
wants,” McIlroy said. “Once 
we solve that, a lot of the rest 
of the stuff sort of takes care 
of itself.”

He makes it all sound so 
easy.

It’s not.
Monahan addressed one 

lingering issue by closing the 
door to players returning to 
the PGA Tour if they’ve been 
suspended for joining LIV.

Golf’s season of discontent ends, but more still to come
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