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Sports

By GARY B. GRAVES
Associated Press

Byes have been good for No. 
5 Georgia under Kirby Smart, 
which makes last week’s unex-
pected break very welcome for the 
Bulldogs.

At the very least, it gave the 
Bulldogs time to sort out their 
second-half collapse at No. 2 Ala-
bama. The refresh will be needed 
Saturday at Kentucky against a 
team eager to move past its own 
disappointing performance.

The teams were originally slat-
ed to meet last weekend in Lex-
ington before the Southeastern 
Conference rescheduled several 
games after COVID-19 outbreaks. 
Georgia (4-1 SEC) is looking to 
continue the success its had fol-
lowing an extra week of work and 
to maintain its half-game SEC 
East lead on No. 10 Florida.

“I feel like why we’re so suc-
cessful after the bye week is all 
the preparation,” defensive line-
man Malik Herring said of the 
Bulldogs’ 4-1 record after a bye 
under Smart. “We just go hard 
and focus on each other like camp 
practices. I defi nitely have seen 
that this past week.”

Brushing up on defensive fun-
damentals was a priority for the 

Bulldogs, who led the Crimson 
Tide 24-20 at halftime before 
yielding 21 unanswered points 
in a 41-24 defeat. Kentucky (2-3) 
presents more of a ground threat, 
but Smart wants his team ready 
for anything with the Wildcats 
possibly alternating quarterbacks.

“I’m sure they’re over there 
searching for ways to increase 
the passing game and do a good 
job, because they can’t be one-di-
mensional,” Smart said this 
week. “They had great success 
two years ago against us throw-
ing the ball, especially late in 
the game, and it was with Terry 
Wilson. So, with us, we’ve got to 
worry about us.”

Kentucky appeared to be click-
ing in all phases of the game after 
a 34-7 rout at Tennessee before 
the offense stalled in a 20-10 loss 
at Missouri last weekend. The 
Wildcats managed just 145 yards 
including 47 through the air, cre-
ating a long day for a defense that 
had thrived creating takeaways.

The defense spent more than 43 
minutes on the fi eld and allowed 
421 yards as a result of Ken-
tucky’s stagnant offense. Georgia 
averages about the same yardage 
per game (419), requiring a big re-
bound on both sides of the ball for 
Kentucky to have a chance.

“The most important thing is 
you’ve got to be physical with 
them,” Kentucky nose guard Mar-
quan McCall said of the Bulldogs. 
“They’re gonna come just like 
we’re gonna come, so you’ve got 
to be physical.”

Other things to watch as Geor-
gia visits Kentucky:

WILDCATS QB CHANGE
Coach Mark Stoops on Thurs-

day said senior Terry Wilson is 
out with a wrist injury, which el-
evates Auburn transfer Joey Gate-
wood to starting at quarterback. 
The initial depth chart listed both 
as options to start with freshman 
Beau Allen next. Allen will now 
back up Gatewood. An ineffective 
Wilson was pulled twice at Mis-
souri and replaced by Gatewood, 
who also struggled but fi nished 
the game. Stoops had wanted to 
see if a banged-up Wilson could 
practice this week and how Gate-
wood looked before naming a 
starter.

NOTHING DOING
Yards and points could be scarce 

against two of the SEC’s top de-
fenses. The Bulldogs allow a con-
ference-low 19.5 points per game, 
half a point less than the Wildcats. 
Georgia ranks second in total de-
fense (318.5), two spots ahead of 
Kentucky (357.2).

No. 5 Georgia looks for more success after byes vs Kentucky
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Georgia wide receiver Jermaine Burton breaks away from a Tennessee defensive 
back on a long run Oct. 10 in Athens.

quarter to go up 14-7. Back 
in front, the Tigers simply 
rode the top defense in the 
classification to the finish 
line.

Metter entered the con-
test having allowed just 
10 points over its fi rst six 
games — MCA’s sec-
ond-quarter touchdown, a 
35-yard heave from quarter-
back Dalton McClellan to 
Quan Proctor, was the fi rst 
against the Tigers before the 
fourth quarter.

Proctor also ripped off a 

42-yard run on the Bucca-
neers’ sole scoring drive. 
The senior was McIntosh’s 
most effective weapon in the 
absence of Trenton Johnson, 
recording 83 of the team’s 
166 yards on six touches.

Still, Johnson’s presence 
— and his 190 rushing 
yards per game — were 
clearly missed.

“Trenton didn’t play to-
night; that hurt,” Warren 
said. “I felt like Will (Jones) 
did a great job coming in. 
He played both sides of the 
ball, he played defensive 
line, he played full back 
and worked hard. Our wing 
stepped up tonight.”

In an effort to generate 

big plays without its star ball 
carrier, McIntosh County 
Academy took to the air 
much more often than it has 
any time this season. The 
Buccaneers had thrown 23 
passes on the year entering 
the contest before throwing 
it 14 times against the Ti-
gers.

One pass resulted in a 
touchdown for MCA, two 
turned into scores for Met-
ter, and a third interception 
set up a wild, scrambling 
touchdown toss that put the 
Tigers up 20-7 with 6:13 re-
maining.

“We threw the ball a lit-
tle bit; we had some success 
with it, we also had two 

pick-sixes,” Warren said. 
“We’ve got to get better in 
our decision making, but 
heck, we’re going to get bet-
ter next week.”

The loss snaps a four-
game win streak for McIn-
tosh County Academy, but 
in second in the region, the 
Buccaneers still have the 
opportunity to host a game 
in the state playoffs for the 
second straight year and 
make a postseason run.

Who knows, maybe MCA 
even sees Metter again in 
the Class A-Public fi nals.

“They’ve got a good foot-
ball team,” Warren said. 
“I’d like to see them again 
down the road.”
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McIntosh County Academy defenders signal a� er recovering a fumble against Metter on Friday at The Ship.

Then on the kickoff, 
Glynn forced a fumble, and 
Joseph Beckham fell on it, 
giving the Terrors a short 
fi eld. Effi ngham’s defense 
managed to stop them, but it 
was within fi eld goal range 
as Jonathan Sasser kicked a 
34-yard fi eld goal to make it 
10-0 with 6:50 to go in the 
fi rst quarter.

After Sasser’s fi eld goal, 
the Rebels got a little mo-
mentum going. It didn’t take 
long for the Terrors to rip it 
away from them as Na’Ve-
rious Williams picked off 
Zach Garcia on 4th and 2, 
putting the ball right back 
into the offense’s hands.

Glynn’s defense held Eff-
ingham to 114 total yards on 
the night, and coach Rocky 
Hidalgo said he felt like his 
defense is getting there.

“Every facet of our team 
has been overhauled in the 
last four weeks,” Hidalgo 
said. “Our coaches have 
worked hard. Our kids 
have worked hard. We’ve 
been pushing them, and I 
think it started showing on 
the football fi eld. The mea-
suring stick will be next 
Friday night.”

Glynn’s offense then 
scored on the opening play 
on the next two drives, both 

for 64 yards. The fi rst was 
a double pass from Lewis 
to Tyler Devlin, who then 
chucked it to the wide-open 
Connor Loveless, making it 
17-0.

The Rebels ran out the re-
mainder of the fi rst-quarter 
clock but couldn’t fi nd the 
end zone as they turned it 
over on downs.

Glynn took over on the 
36-yard line once again, but 
this time it was all Lewis. He 
juked and dodged, breaking 
three tackles and making 
four guys miss as he took 
it to the house for 64 yards. 
This score gave the Terrors 
a 24-0 lead with 11:20 to go 
in the half.

Lewis fi nished the game 
with six carries, 107 yards, 
one score on the ground and 
3-for-7 for 72 yards and a 
score.

“TJ is being decisive right 
now with the football,” Hi-
dalgo said. “He’s getting 
down sticking his foot in the 
ground and making plays — 

that’s what he’s supposed to 
do. He’s playing great foot-
ball for us. As long as he’s 
playing like this, we got a 
chance to win.”

The Terrors offense wasn’t 
done yet, but this time, with 
Devlin at the helm, the Ter-
rors marched down anoth-
er short-yardage situation. 
Devlin connected with Ryan 
Seay for a 14-yard touch-
down pass. Glynn would 
go into halftime with a 31-0 
lead.

Even when Devlin came 
in, the Terrors offense 
moved with ease, and Hidal-
go said he’s one of a handful 
he trusts to run his offense.

“We feel like we have 
three really good quarter-
backs — really going into 
sophomores with Daniel 
smiley, maybe fi ve guys who 
can run our offense. We feel 
like we have three guys who 
can run our offense on Fri-
day night with TJ, Tyler and 
Jaden Drayton. So we’re in 
a great position there with 

those guys.”
The second half came 

with a running clock, and the 
Terrors found the end zone 
once more as John Moody 
toted the rock 46 yards for a 
score giving Glynn the wfi -
nal score of 38-0.

Glynn’s defense refused to 
give up any points to Effi ng-
ham and earned their fi rst 
shut out of season.

“I think we played our best 
football game. I got to watch 
it on fi lm, but I felt like we 
got after them from the get-
go — from the fi rst opening 
kickoff. Our kids played 
hard. I’ve been searching for 
continuity and some consis-
tency — I think we’re start-
ing to get there. We got a big 
matchup next week against 
Richmond Hill — we’ll see 
how we go there.”

This win also marked Hi-
dalgo’s 100th career victory 
as a head coach. After the 
game, he received a gift and 
had a video played on the 
big screen, including snip-
pets from various people in 
the community.

“It was nice to be out here 
and all these people around 
me and messages from kids 
I coached and people I work 
with — I’m very apprecia-
tive of that,” Hidalgo said. 
“They’ll put all my wins 
on the tombstone when I’m 
dead — I guess I’ll worry 
about them then. It is what 
it is. It’s a work in progress.”
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Glynn Academy’ s Caden Hutchinson runs for a 43-yard Red 
Terror touchdown.

right through the Frederica 
defender’s hands, and the 
Gators caught it and scored 
with about 14 seconds left in 
the game.

“It just went right through 
our defensive back’s hands. 
He didn’t have to jump — 
he was just standing there 
just went around through his 
hands and went right into 
their guy’s hands,” Coach 
Brandon Derrick said. “They 
caught it with about 14 sec-
onds left to go in the game. 
We completed a pass down 
to the 50, and then we threw 
a Hail Mary that got tipped 
out of the way at the end, and 
that’s how we lost.”

Despite the loss, Derrick 
said he felt his team gave 
themselves a good chance to 
win the ball game.

“We just didn’t fi nish it. 
I didn’t think we did a very 
good job at times doing the 
little things,” Derrick said. 
“We had a chance to win the 
game — you just gotta make 
plays. You got to score when 
you’re inside the fi ve. When 
you’re inside the fi ve and 
come away with three fi eld 
goals — You got to score a 
couple of touchdowns there.

“We score a couple of 
touchdowns there we’d prob-
ably have put the game out 
of reach, and it’s probably a 
different mentality. Our kids 
battled the whole time and 
gave ourselves a chance to 
win the game. We just got to 
make a play on defense and 
fi gure out a way to get off 
the fi eld — we didn’t do it. 
That’s a good Bulloch team 
— they’re tough.”

Derrick said his team has 
to go back and make sure 
they’re doing the little things 
correctly.

“It starts during the day 
at school — you got to be at 
school on time. Get there, do 
what you’re supposed to do 
and be accountable,” Derrick 
said. “It’s the same thing at 
football. If you do all those 
things at the beginning of 
the day, the end of the day 
becomes easy. That’s what 
it is — you got to do those 
little things, and those little 
things will take care of the 
big things at the end of the 
night, and that’s what we got 
to go back to doing.”

Up next for Frederica will 
be a home game against their 
last non-region opponent, 
St. Andrew’s. It’ll be the 
Knights fi nal home game of 
the season before closing out 
its fi nal two region games on 
the road.
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red zone. We were feast 
or famine on defense. We 
made several good plays in 
a row, and then we would 
give up a big play.”

The Wildcats got the ball 
to start the second half, and 
the Packers forced a three 
and out. Then the Packers 
went to work. Their quar-
terback pulled it down off 
a zone read, and Camden 
couldn’t contain the edge. 
He toted it into the end 
zone for around 60 yards to 
make it 17-0.

Colquitt scored again 
early on in the fourth quar-
ter and executed some big 
punt returns against the 
Wildcats.

Camden got on the board 
after a long touchdown pass 
to Deonte Cole to make it 
24-6. However, the Packers 

answered with a field goal 
of their own to go up 27-6. 
The Wildcats would score 
once more, but Colquitt’s 
quarterback took another 
one to the house for around 
60 yards to make it 34-13.

“Well, part of me feels 
like it was a much more 
competitive game that the 
score ended up being,” 
Sphire said. “At the same 
time, we hurt ourselves 
badly at special teams. We 
had the blocked field goal 
that they almost returned 
for a touchdown — that’s 
a huge swing. They had a 
couple of big punt returns. 
We muffed a punt that they 
recovered. We didn’t field 
a punt that they downed 
on the one-foot line. It was 
really a debacle on special 
teams.”

Up next for Camden 
will be the Wildcats’ final 
home game of the season 
as they’ll face off with re-
gion opponent Tift County.
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