
 
FREDERICA ACADEMY BOARD OF VISITORS – BIOGRAPHIES 

 
 
John Rogers, Chair – John holds a BBA from the University of Georgia and spent 45 years as a banker 
in Glynn County. He was the President of Atlantic National Bank prior to its acquisition by PrimeSouth 
Bank in 2017. He is married to Mimi Rogers, a graduate of Duke University and the curator of Coastal 
Georgia Historical Society. They have two children who both attended Frederica for 13 years: Jarman 
Rogers ’05, a graduate of Dartmouth College, and Ellen Rogers ’08, a graduate of the University of 
Georgia. John was on the FA Board of Trustees for nine years and served as its Chairman. He is a 
Frederica Academy Trustee Emeritus and currently chairs the Board of Visitors. 
 
Laura Angelich '11 – Laura graduated as Frederica Academy’s valedictorian in 2011 and was active 
in the visual art and dance communities of the Golden Isles throughout high school. She graduated 
from Georgetown University with a major in mathematics and a minor in French in 2015. From there, 
she began her teaching career at Davidson Day School in North Carolina, designing curriculum and 
instructing Algebra I, Algebra II/Trigonometry, and Pre-Calculus courses. Since graduating from the 
Harvard University Graduate School of Education with an Ed.M. in Learning and Teaching in 2018, 
Laura has been teaching Algebra I and Geometry with District of Columbia Public Schools. She is 
excited to bring her passion for education to the Frederica Academy Board of Visitors. 
 
Dewey Benefield – Dewey and Tiggie Benefield were two of Frederica Academy’s co-founders and 
hosted the school’s first organizational meeting in their living room in 1969. Their children, Jim Benefield 
’81, and Helen Benefield Billings ’83, were the first two students to enroll in Frederica Academy in 
August 1970. Dewey has remained actively involved with Frederica for the past fifty years. He holds a 
journalism undergraduate degree and a law degree from the University of Georgia. While in Athens, he 
was a sports correspondent for the Atlanta Journal and the Atlanta Constitution and worked in the UGA 
Athletic Department for Dan Magill before serving as a lawyer for the Air Force.  After attending the 
Atlanta Business College in preparation for a short career with Arthur Anderson in Atlanta, Dewey 
accepted a position with the Sea Island Company in 1958, where he served as the executive assistant 
to the president of the company and also worked closely with the company’s owners, Bill Jones, Sr. 
and Bill Jones, Jr. Until his retirement from Sea Island, Dewey held positions of increased responsibility, 
most notably in helping develop and activate a comprehensive master plan for the company’s real 
estate portfolio. He remains a civic and community servant leader icon within the Golden Isles and a 
valuable advisor and benefactor to Frederica Academy. 
 
Sandra Brunson – Sandra is the grandmother of nine Frederica graduates or current students: Drew 
Brunson ’15, Manning Mercer ’16, Rett Thompson ‘18, Patrick Brunson ’19, Bailey Mercer ’19, Will 
Thompson (Class of 2021), Hamp Thompson (Class of 2024), Wood Watson (Class of 2027) and 
Rollins Watson (Class of 2032). She can often be found at a Frederica sporting event, donor gathering, 
a performance in Hamilton Hall, the carpool line, or anywhere else there is a remote chance one of her 
grandchildren would be present. She is married to Bill Brunson, a member of the Glynn County 
Commission and is the mother of three active FA volunteers: Trey Brunson (Elizabeth), Laurie Watson 
(Kirk), and Jenny Thompson (Paul). Sandra is a native of Glynn County, a graduate of the University 
of Georgia and has been an active servant leader with many church activities and civic organizations. 
She currently serves on the Boys & Girls Club of Southeast Georgia’s Board or Directors and is an 
active member of the First Baptist Church of Brunswick, where she has played the organ and piano for 
over four decades. 
 
  



Bobby Buckler – Bobby was born and grew up in Atlanta.  He graduated from UGA Business School 
in 1970 and the UGA Law School in 1973.  Bobby practiced labor law in Atlanta for 40 years and retired 
from Troutman Sanders in 2013. He is married to Jane who graduated with a BS from Auburn in 
secondary education and a MS in Learning Disabilities at Georgia State University. They have three 
daughters, Leslie, Katie and Blair.  Leslie is married to Jeff Nelson and they have one daughter, Mary 
Harmon (Class of 2030).  Katie is married to Jason Widener and they have two children, Emma Kate 
(Class of 2029) and Garrett (Class of 2030).  Blair lives in Asheville, North Carolina, and is a mental 
health therapist. 
 
Pat Cooper – Pat is the Owner, Broker, and President of Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Hodnett 
Cooper Real Estate.  With over thirty years of experience in Coastal Georgia real estate, Pat has been 
recognized locally and nationally as a Top Producer. She is a Life Member of the Golden Isles 
Association of Realtors “Circle of Excellence” and was named “Top 50 in Sales Nationwide” in 2003 by 
Realtor Magazine. Under Pat’s leadership, the company has grown from a handful of agents in a single 
office to over 54 agents in three offices. Pat attributes her success to her negotiating skills combined 
with commitment and dedication to every seller and buyer—all day, every day. She enjoys the variety 
and challenges in real estate and particularly enjoys meeting new people who become lifelong friends. 
Pat has extensive experience marketing homes, home sites, condominiums and rental properties. Pat 
is actively dedicated to organizations that have a positive, measurable impact on Coastal Georgia. She 
is a past President of the Brunswick Golden Isles Chamber of Commerce, a Trustee and Executive 
Board Member of the College of Coastal Georgia Foundation. Pat also supports Golden Isles Hospice, 
United Way, The Star Foundation, Map International, The Gathering Place and she's an active member 
and past Board Member of the Brunswick-Golden Isles Board of Realtors. As a three-time cancer 
survivor, Pat is also dedicated to the American Cancer Society and has walked in the “Relay for Life” 
every year since its inception. Before Pat began her successful career in real estate, she was a teacher 
at Frederica Academy. She is a former trustee and alumni parent. 
 
Valerie Dawson –  
 
Nancy DeLong – Nancy and her husband, Jim, relocated to the Golden Isles after they retired in 2006. 
Jim was born on Saint Simons when his father was stationed at the Naval Air Station at the end of 
World War II. While visiting the island and enjoying a Motown concert at the Lighthouse, a shrimp boat 
steamed by under a full moon, and a gentle breeze flew in off the Atlantic. That serene moment inspired 
them to pack up their lives in the Midwest and head to coastal Georgia for a retirement filled with warmer 
weather and beautiful scenery. Since moving to St. Simons full-time, Nancy has become deeply 
involved in the community. She currently serves or has served on the boards of the Coastal Georgia 
Historical Society, Glynn Visual Arts, the Coastal Georgia Humane Society, the Golden Isles Youth 
Orchestra, the United Way Community Allocation Committee, and as a Program Associate for the 
DeLong-Sweet Foundation for more than two decades. Before retirement, Nancy was a dedicated 
educator, devoted to teaching elementary-aged students for thirty years in Ohio. She and Jim enjoy 
spending time with their dogs, painting, and spending time with their two sons. 
 
Becky Etter – Becky is the Area Director for the Boys & Girls Club of Southeast Georgia. After receiving 
a B.S. in Sports Administration from Lock Haven University, Becky moved to Charleston, South 
Carolina, and began her career at the Family Circle Cup with the WTA tour. She moved to St. Simons 
Island after taking a job with Sea Island Company in 2012 to oversee its Fitness Department. Helping 
others is a passion of Becky’s and in 2019 an opportunity came up to work with the community’s youth 
at the Boys & Girls Clubs of Southeast Georgia. As the Area Director, she helps to create impactful 
experiences with children ages 3 through 18. Becky and her husband, Joe, live on St. Simons with their 
dog, Fritz. 
 



Lewis Glenn – Since 2013, Lewis has served as Vice President of Real Estate Brokerage for Sea 
Island Properties having worked in real estate since 1971. Before relocating to the Golden Isles, he 
served as President and Chief Operating Officer of Harry Norman, Realtors, in Atlanta, where he was 
responsible for 19 sales offices, 1,200 sales associates, and 120 additional employees. Lewis is a 
native of Atlanta. He attended Auburn University before graduating from Oglethorpe University. He is 
married to the former Nancy Nichols, and they have three children and ten grandchildren. He served 
on the Board of Trustees of the Darlington School in Rome, the Board of Trustees of Oglethorpe 
University, the Georgia Advisory Council for the Trust for Public Land, and the St. Simons Island Land 
Trust. His current civic and social affiliations include: Coastal Georgia Historical Society Board, Past 
President; Friends of Coastal Georgia History; Ocean Forest Golf Club Board of Directors; and the Sea 
Island Roundtable. Lewis received the 2019 Coastal Georgia Historical Society’s Rodriguez Service 
Award, which honors exemplary acts of stewardship and service to the society. 
 
Susan Goodhue –  
 
Valerie Hepburn – Valerie is a retired CEO with expertise in health, public policy, education, and non-
profit management and leadership.  She currently serves as the senior health policy advisor to the 
University System of Georgia and provides strategic planning and innovative program design consulting 
services to a variety of public, private and non-profit organizations. Dr. Hepburn was president and 
CEO of the Communities of Coastal Georgia Foundation from 2014 through 2016.  Prior to that, she 
served for more than 30 years in senior public policy and educational leadership positions across 
Georgia.  From 2003 until 2014, Hepburn served as the president of the College of Coastal Georgia, 
leading its transformation to a senior college, and as an administrator and faculty member in health 
policy and management and public administration at both The University of Georgia and Georgia State 
University.  Prior to her academic service, Dr. Hepburn spent over two decades in senior leadership 
positions with state health, financing and regulatory agencies.  Hepburn earned her Bachelor of Arts in 
Political Science from Agnes Scott College, an MPA from Georgia State University, and a PhD in Public 
Administration and Policy from The University of Georgia.  She currently chairs the Glynn-Brunswick 
Memorial Hospital Authority, and serves as a board member for the Southeast Georgia Health System, 
Inc., the Glynn County Board of Health, the Ty Cobb Educational Foundation, the Public Health 
Advisory Council of Agnes Scott College, the Frederica Academy Board of Visitors (since 2012), the 
Fort Frederica Association, and the Friends of Fort Frederica.  She and her husband, David Hayes, 
reside in Glynn County, Georgia, with their loyal canine companion, Sydney.    
 
Tony Heyward '17 – Tony graduated from Frederica Academy in 2017 and currently attends Rhodes 
College (Class of 2021), where he is a linebacker on the Rhodes Lynx Football Team and is pursuing 
a B.A. in Business. Tony transferred to Frederica in high school seeking a more structured and 
deliberate college-preparatory experience that would better prepare him to be a scholar-athlete at an 
academically competitive college. While at high school, Tony played varsity football, track, and soccer 
and was a member of the National Honor Society, STEM Club, Debate Club, Model UN, Literature 
Club, Math Team, Military History Club, Equality Alliance, and FCA. He was the first Frederica football 
player to commit to play football in college. After college, Tony is eager to use his critical-thinking, 
problem-solving, and analytical skills in a challenging business career. 
 
Dana Pope Manning – Dana served as Frederica Academy’s Board Chair before being recruited in 
2003 to integrate an Advancement and Development Office at FA. She had previously chaired the 
Board Development Committee. In these roles, Dana organized the school’s first Derby Day event and 
served as the strategic architect of the capital campaign that built Corn Hall, the Upper School academic 
building. After a highly successful career at Frederica, Dana served as the St. Simons Land Trust 
Development and Membership Director for a decade that involved significant land preservation and 
membership growth. She has two adult sons, who attended Frederica Academy, and is married to Jim 
Manning. Dana grew up in Florida and attended Mercer University, where she majored in English. 



Before relocating to the Golden Isles, Dana lived in Atlanta and worked for Solomon Brothers, Northside 
Realty, and Consolidated Efforts. She has served on the FA Board of Visitors since 2015. 
 
Frances McCrary – Frances was born and raised in Macon, Georgia, and attended Huntingdon 
College and Wesleyan College. She and her husband, Dennie, moved to St. Simons Island in 1975, 
along with their three children who are all graduates of Frederica Academy (’81, ’84, ’87). During their 
FA experience, she served in many parental roles including as President of the Parent Association and 
as tutor to students with dyslexia. Dennie served as Chairman of the Board of Trustees and is a Trustee 
Emeritus. Over the years, Frances has been an active member of the community serving in leadership 
roles of numerous local organizations including the St. Simons Land Trust (a founder and Board 
Chairman), Coastal Symphony Society (President), St. Simons Presbyterian Church (Elder), Sea Island 
Gardening Group and Cherokee Garden Club (President). She has also been an active volunteer with 
Manna House Soup Kitchen, Habitat for Humanity, disaster relief and church missions. In addition to 
her three children, she has seven grown grandchildren. 
 
Jim Motos – Jim is the Senior Vice President of the Consumer Brands Division of Rich Products 
Corporation.  He joined Rich Products Corporation in 2006 as a National Account Manager after a 
seven-year career with Hormel Foods Corporation.  He held various positions at Rich’s in Sales and 
Insights before advancing into his current role leading the Consumer Brands Division in May 2017. Jim 
is a member of the National Frozen and Refrigerated Association Board of Directors, the National 
Fisheries Institute Board and Executive committee, and the Seafood Nutrition Partnership Board, where 
he serves as Vice Chairman.  He also serves on the US board of Enactus Worldwide, a global non-
profit and community of student, academic and business leaders committed to using the power of 
entrepreneurial action to transform lives.  In addition to these industry roles, he is actively involved in 
his local community, holding board positions with various non-profit organizations.  He is a graduate of 
Terry College of Business at the University of Georgia.  Jim and his wife, Morganne, have been married 
for 21 years and have three children (Tyler 17, Emma Ruth 15, and Laura Kate 7).  Jim enjoys spending 
time with family and attending all his kids’ activities. 
 
Skip Mounts – Skip is the Dean of the School of Business and Public Management at the College of 
Coastal of Georgia as well as a Professor of Economics. Dr. Mounts came to the College in 2011 after 
33 years at Mercer University in Macon, GA. He received Ph.D., M.A., and BBA degrees in economics 
from the University of Georgia. Dr. Mounts has over 50 academic articles, books, and presentations. 
His presentations have been at national and international conferences including the Southern 
Economics Association, the Western Economics Conference, and the central bank of Switzerland. 
Journals in which he has published include the Economics of Governance, Journal of Macroeconomics, 
Southern Economic Review, Public Choice, Journal of Sports Economics, Journal of Money, Banking 
and Credit and the Swiss Journal of Economics and Statistics. Dr. Mounts also has an active consulting 
practice specializing in economic valuation and interest rate forecasting. On several occasions he has 
received the Distinguished Faculty Award for excellence in the classroom and for his research. Dr. 
Mounts has served on Frederica Academy’s Board of Visitors since 2015. 
 
David O'Quinn – David grew up in Glynn County before earning a business degree in Finance at the 
University of Georgia. He is Founder of Corinthian Trading (Corinthian Foods), a national frozen food 
re-distributor selling to distributors, wholesalers, and retailers throughout the country. He was elected 
to the Glynn County Commission in 2018. David is an active member of St. Simons Community Church 
and serves on the boards of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) of Southeast Georgia and The 
Gathering Place. He is a private instrument rated pilot. David is married to Alannah O’Quinn, a longtime 
member of Frederica Academy’s Board of Trustees. They have two daughters who graduated from 
Frederica Academy:  Simms O’Quinn ’16 and Piper O’Quinn ’18. 
 



Jon Osgood – Jon is co-founder and managing member of Cutlass Capital, LLC, a venture capital firm 
that specializes in early stage investing in medical technology and health care services firms.  Prior to 
co-founding Cutlass, he headed the health care securities research departments at Alex. Brown & 
Sons, Bankers Trust and Deutsche Bank.  Jon has served on several company boards and is a former 
corporator of the Beth Israel Deaconness Hospital in Boston, Massachusetts. Jon is married to Debbie 
Jennings Osgood, a native of Brunswick.  They are the parents of Chris Osgood ’17, who attends Wake 
Forest University and two adult children, David Osgood and Sarah Strangas who live in the Northeast. 
Jon grew up in Massachusetts and is a graduate of Dartmouth College and the Amos Tuck School of 
Business at Dartmouth.  He was an active member of Frederica Academy’s Board of Trustees and 
served as the Finance Committee Chair and on the Head of School Search Committee, which recruited 
Scott Hutchinson. 
 
Patrick Parker – Patrick is president of The Parker Companies, a locally owned business that 
wholesales petroleum products as well as operates convenience stores and car washes. Nationally, 
Patrick has served on the BPAMA Board of B.P. Wholesale Jobbers for 8 years and was the chairman 
of the marketing committee.  On the state level, Patrick has served on the board of the Georgia Oilman’s 
Association and is currently serving on the Georgia Association of Convenience Stores. He is also 
active with the Coastal Georgia Historical Society and PrimeSouth Bank.  He formerly served on the 
vestry of his family’s church, Christ Church, Frederica.  He is married to Dana Parker and they are the 
parents of Jack, a former student of Frederica Academy through 8th grade, who graduated from 
Woodberry Forest in 2017 and attends SMU; Ava ‘19, who attends the University of Miami and Isabel 
(FA Class of 2020). 
 
Brad Piazza – Brad is a commercial real estate developer, investor and property owner who specializes 
in multi-family, retail and office space.  Brad graduated with honors from Felician College in 2007 with 
a Bachelor’s Degree in History, and holds graduate certificates in Real Estate Finance and Investment 
and Global Real Estate from New York University's Shack Institute of Real Estate. Brad founded his 
firm, Port City Partners in Brunswick, Georgia, as a way to channel his expertise in commercial 
development and marry it with his passion for meaningful community development. Prior to founding 
the firm, Brad’s primary focus was facilitating and expediting real estate transactions in the Greater 
New York City area while investing and developing properties in the Tri-State region; where he still 
maintains a presence. Brad serves as a Young Ambassador for the St. Simons Island Land Trust, 
focusing his energy on sustainable development. Dedicated to the revitalization of downtown 
Brunswick, Brad is a member of Forward Brunswick, participant in the Brunswick Mural Project, and 
founding board member for New City Brunswick. Brad and his wife Elizabeth, an art appraiser and 
owner of The Art House in Redfern Village, have fully embraced their move to Coastal Georgia. Married 
at St. William Catholic Church in 2013, where they are active parishioners, they feel blessed to raise 
their young and growing family in the Golden Isles, and look forward to continuing their family’s story in 
this special place.  
 
Diane Sapp – Diane is a lifelong native of the Golden Isles. She has worked alongside her husband, 
Woodrow, for over thirty years in their family business, Woodrow Sapp Well Drilling and Utility 
Management. At the company, she has served in administrative and operational rolls as CFO and is 
known in the community as a fair business woman who routinely goes above and beyond to ensure the 
needs of their customers are met. Diane has worked with a variety of philanthropic organizations, both 
as a staunch supporter and in leadership roles on various boards.  She served on the Executive Board 
of the College of Coastal Georgia Foundation and on the Sea Island Property Owners Association, 
where she served as Chair of the Environmental Committee.  Diane and Woodrow have two children, 
Brooke Sapp Carter (Jeff) and Woodrow "Woody" Sapp III (Christy). They are the proud grandparents 
of Blake Carter (Class of 2030) and Grant Carter (Class of 2033), both attending Frederica Academy, 
with Emmy Sapp (18 months) in the wings. Though Diane enjoys interacting with the community and 



local businesses through her work, she has recently taken a step back to enjoy a more relaxing 
environment, allowing her to spend lots of quality time with her grandchildren.   
 
Mike Scherneck – Mike relocated to the Golden Isles in 2003 to assume the role of executive vice 
president and chief financial officer for Southeast Georgia Health System. In August 2015, the board 
of directors of Southeast Georgia Health System, Inc. appointed Mr. Scherneck as president and chief 
executive officer. Mr. Scherneck also serves as president of Cooperative Healthcare Services, Inc., 
which operates a number of employed physician practices throughout the Health System's service area. 
Prior to joining the Health System, Mr. Scherneck’s health care finance background included a series 
of progressive positions. He served as chief financial officer and senior vice president for the Wyoming 
Valley Health Care System in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania; chief fiscal officer and senior vice president 
with Susquehanna Health System; and vice president and chief fiscal officer of the Williamsport Hospital 
and Medical Center, both in Williamsport, Pennsylvania. Mr. Scherneck brings an obvious wealth of 
health care financial knowledge to Southeast Georgia Health System. He earned his Bachelor of 
Science degree from St. Joseph's University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, before earning a Master of 
Science degree from Bucknell University in Lewisburg, Pennsylvania.  Mike serves on the Board of 
Directors for the College of Coastal Georgia, the Brunswick-Golden Isles Chamber of Commerce and 
St. Francis Xavier School.  He and his wife Kathy, a retired registered nurse, have been marries since 
1973. 
 
René Shelnutt – Originally from Alma, Georgia, René has lived in Glynn County since coming to work 
for Schell & Hogan, LLP in 1982. A graduate of Georgia Southern University, René became a partner 
in 2008, and she now specializes in taxation of trusts and estates, individuals, and businesses. When 
it comes to her work, René is detail oriented and relishes opportunities to assist others in making sound 
financial decisions while also considering the tax impact of those decisions. René is a member of the 
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants (AICPA) and the Georgia Society of Certified Public 
Accountants (GSCPA). Married since 1986, René and her husband Rick have grown children Rachel 
‘08, Natalie, and Dow ‘13. René serves on the Communities of Coastal Georgia Foundation Board and 
is very involved with her church, Frederica Baptist Church. In her free time, René loves being outside 
on the beach, on a boat, in the water snorkeling, or anywhere with wide-open spaces where she can 
see the sunsets. 
 
Susan Shipman – Susan grew up in Dyersburg, Tennessee, near the Mississippi River. She has 
resided in the Golden Isles since 1979. She studied Biology at Mary Baldwin College and received her 
B.S. in Zoology (with a marine emphasis) from the University of Georgia.  She completed post-graduate 
work in marine invertebrate zoology at the University of Washington Friday Harbor Laboratory and the 
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  Susan worked for the Georgia Department of Natural 
Resources, Coastal Resources Division for 30 years, during which she served as its Chief of Marine 
Fisheries for 17 years and Division Director from 2002 until her retirement at the end of 2009.  Susan 
is a graduate of Leadership Glynn, Leadership Georgia, and the Institute for Georgia Environmental 
Leadership.  Susan spends the majority of her retirement time as a hobbyist beekeeper and community 
volunteer.  She is on the Board and Executive Committee of the St. Simons Land Trust, and chairs the 
Cannon's Point Advisory Committee and Conservation Task Force.  Susan is an advisor to Georgia 
SeaGrant, and represents apiarists on the Glynn County Farm Bureau Board. She serves on the 
Golden Isles Youth Orchestra Board and the One Hundred Miles Board.  Susan is an active 
communicant of Christ Church Frederica where she chairs the Backpack Buddies Program. Susan and 
her husband Mark Jicha reside in Hamilton Landing with their Boykin spaniel Dixie Scout and Susan’s 
bees. Their son, Charlie Jicha, attended Frederica Academy’s Upper School, graduating in 2008.  
Charlie is a theme park scenic designer based in Orlando.  Susan has served on the on the Frederica 
Academy Board of Visitors since 2012.  She brings her bees to visit with FA’s second graders every 
April. 
 



Bonney Shuman – Bonney was a co-founder of Bar Code Systems in 1983, which later became Stratix 
Corporation.  She served as president and chief executive officer until she sold the company in 
2011. Stratix Corporation helped hundreds of end users, distributors and other organizations gain a 
competitive advantage by utilizing bar coding and other forms of automatic data capture. During her 
tenure at Stratix, Shuman served as the president of AIM USA, the automatic data capture trade 
association; was a board member of Women in Packaging; and served on the Georgia Women’s 
Business Council. She currently serves as a trustee of the UGA Foundation (serving as treasurer and 
finance chair) and she is Immediate Past President of the University of Georgia Alumni Association. In 
addition, she is on the executive committee of the Communities of Coastal Georgia Foundation and is 
treasurer of Christ Church, Frederica. Shuman holds a Bachelor of Business Administration from the 
University of Georgia Terry College of Business where she majored in finance.  She is married to Billy 
Shuman, and has two children: Billy, Jr. ‘12, who lives and works in Birmingham, and Mary Ellen ‘13, 
who will graduate from the University of Georgia School of Law in May 2020 before clerking for a federal 
judge in Augusta for two years and practicing law with King & Spalding in Atlanta starting in 2022.  
Bonney served on Frederica Academy’s Board of Trustees for more than a decade including serving 
as Board Chair.  She and Billy co-chaired the Great Expectation Capital Campaign in 2008-2010.  
 
Cal Smith – Cal is a partner in King & Spalding’s Corporate Practice based in Atlanta. Cal has been 
involved in numerous high profile M&A and other corporate transactions for public companies, including 
spin-offs and related strategic initiatives designed to unlock value for his clients. Cal also has extensive 
experience counseling boards of directors, CEOs and other C-Suite executives with respect to strategic 
alternatives, activist defense, fiduciary duties and corporate governance matters, including engaging 
with institutional investors and other key governance constituencies. Cal was Corporate Secretary of 
Georgia-Pacific Corporation when it was acquired by Koch Industries, Inc. in a deal valued at $21 billion. 
Cal’s practice also involves significant capital markets-related work. Cal is recognized by Chambers 
USA, The Best Lawyers in America and Legal 500 as a leading lawyer in the Corporate / M&A / 
Governance categories. He has also been named a BTI Client Service All-Star, as well as a winner of 
Lexology’s U.S. Client Choice Award for M&A and General Corporate. Cal grew up in Glynn County 
and attended Frederica Academy for ten years before transferring after his freshman year to Trinity-
Pawling, a boarding school located in the Hudson Valley an hour outside of New York City. He holds a 
law degree from Emory University School of Law and a Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science from 
Wake Forest University. Cal and his wife, Sara, have two sons (Will attends the University of Georgia 
and Cope attends Westminster). Cal and Sara have a second home on Sea Island and are frequent 
visitors to the Golden Isles.  
 
Brooke Sumerford – Brooke is a native of Jacksonville and a graduate of Brenau Women’s College. 
She has lived in the Golden Isles for nearly fifty years and is married to Rees, a partner with Gilbert, 
Harrell, Sumerford & Martin. They have two children, a son, Harlow ’95, and daughter, Chase ’98, and 
three grandchildren. Brooke is very active in the community. Her civic involvement includes:  St. Simons 
Land Trust Development Committee, Friends of Coastal Georgia History, Friends of Frederica, Coastal 
Georgia Historical Society, University of Georgia Library Board of Visitors, and Christ Church, 
Frederica. 
 
Todd Thompson – Todd is the Tournament Director for the RSM Classic and a Davis Love Foundation 
executive. He is a graduate of the University of Georgia and his wife, Leigh Thompson, is a graduate 
of Auburn University. They have two children: Frannie is a graduate of Ole Miss and Davis is a member 
of the University of Georgia Class of 2021. Davis is a member of the UGA Golf Team. Todd operated 
the Southeastern Junior Golf Tour for 23 years before assuming his position with the RSM Classic and 
Davis Love Foundation. He has been involved with golf his entire adult life, beginning as a member of 
the UGA Golf Team (1984-1988), winning two tournaments, twice making second team all-SEC, 
serving as team captain as a junior and senior, helping lead the Bulldogs to an SEC title, and a top-10 
finish at nationals his senior year. 



 
Jane Watson – Jane is originally from Atlanta and is a graduate of The Westminster Schools. She 
holds a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in education from the University of Georgia, where 
she met Jim, her husband.  They moved to the Golden Isles after Jim completed graduate school and 
spent two years in the US Army.  Jane has been part of the FA family for a long time. She joined the 
faculty of Frederica Academy spending ten years in multiple roles from classroom teacher to college 
placement counselor.  She and Jim have three children:  Justin, Kirk and Kate Danowski, all of whom 
attended Frederica. As a grandmother of nine, she is now often back on the bleachers or sidelines 
cheering and celebrating their efforts. Manning Mercer ’16 and Bailey Mercer ‘19 attend the University 
of Georgia (Class of 2020) and Ole Miss (Class of 2023), respectively.  Wood Watson (Class of 2027), 
Rollins Watson (Class of 2031), and Cope Danowski (Class of 2031) are current students at FA … with 
more on the way. Jane is active in the community as a volunteer. She initiated and chaired the first two 
years of the “Open Homes, Open Hearts” fundraisers for Hospice of the Golden Isles and has been 
very active at Christ Church, Frederica as a Sunday school teacher, chairman of the Tour of Homes 
(twice), on the vestry (twice), and most recently as President of the Episcopal Church Women (ECW) 
for a number of years. One of her most recent joys was finalizing the establishment of the Christ Church 
ECW scholarship for young women of the coastal area to further their educational pursuits.  Jane enjoys 
the outdoors, especially being on the water locally and in the Bahamas; she is also a licensed pilot. 
 
Zhané Waye '19 – Zhané is a member of Frederica Academy's Class of 2019. While at Frederica, she 
served as an enthusiastic ambassador and committed champion for the school's Fine Arts program. 
Not only was she active in the Arts at Frederica, Zhané demonstrated her passion for music in several 
other organizations. She was especially active in the Golden Isles Youth Orchestra, where she served 
as Co-Concertmaster her Junior and Senior years and performed several times at a variety of Sea 
Island venues as well as at many local church events in the Golden Isles community. Zhané is a 
member of the Class of 2023 at Wake Forest University in North Carolina, where she is on Scholastic 
Merit and Artistic Scholarships and is double majoring in Music Performance and Psychology. 
 
Muriel Windolf – Muriel is married to Jack Windolf and they are the grandparents to two Frederica 
students: Greta Johnston (Class of 2022) and Gemma Johnston (Class of 2027). Muriel and Jack’s 
daughter, Hillary Johnston (Craig) serves on the FA Board of Trustees. Muriel attended Centenary 
University and holds a BS in Sociology from Upsala College and a graduate degree from the New York 
School of Design. Muriel and Jack have been transformational volunteer leaders and benefactors for 
Safe Harbor in Brunswick, where Muriel continues to serve on its Board. She has served on the FA 
Board of Visitors since 2015. 
 
Woody Woodside – As an alumni parent and veteran member of the FA Board of Visitors, Woody has 
been deeply involved with Frederica Academy for more than two decades. He is a proud graduate of 
The Citadel and spent 23 years serving our country in the Army and the Georgia Army National Guard. 
For 13 years, Woody served as a congressional staffer for Congressmen Bo Ginn and Lindsay Thomas, 
both of whom represented Georgia’s 1st Congressional District. He served with great distinction as the 
Brunswick-Golden Isles Chamber of Commerce President for 34 years before retiring in 2019. During 
his tenure, he helped champion so many of the significant economic development and community 
projects that make the Golden Isles such a special place to live and work. He is truly a Glynn County 
legend. Woody and his wife, Ellen, are steadfast FA supporters. 
 
Eli Yarborough '13 – Eli graduated as the valedictorian in the Class of 2013. He played on a state 
basketball championship team and a state football championship team (he was on the school’s first-
ever football team). While at FA, he also competed in Track & Field, Extemporaneous Speech, and 
was actively involved with FCA. Eli graduated from the Terry College of Business at the University of 
Georgia in 2017, where he maintained a 4.0 GPA, earned a Finance degree, and was a finalist for the 
Terry College Alumni Board Student of the Year. After working in Citigroup’s Mergers and Acquisitions 



group in New York, Eli moved to Nashville, Tennessee, to take a position as an Investment Analyst at 
Frist Capital. He will marry his fiancée, Emma Crist, in July 2020. 


