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By JOHN ZENOR
Associated Press

The Southeastern Confer-
ence doesn’t have any foot-
ball players putting up video 
game-style numbers.

There’s Jalen Hurts and 
Jake Fromm but no Bak-
er Mayfi eld. Nick Chubb, 
Damien Harris and Kerryon 
Johnson, but no Bryce Love. 
And if that keeps up there 
probably won’t be much 
Heisman Trophy love either.

No. 1 Alabama and No. 2 
Georgia are loaded with tal-
ented players, but the teams 

divvy carries with multiple 
tailbacks and don’t put up 
huge passing numbers.

A case could easily be 
made that the best player on 
each team plays on defense, 
Alabama safety Minkah Fitz-
patrick and Georgia lineback-
er Roquan Smith.

The offensive players don’t 
seem too bothered by the lack 
of Heisman hype.

For his part, Crimson Tide 
tailback Bo Scarbrough, who 
looked like one of the nation’s 
top runners at the end of last 
season, said he’s perfectly 
happy with splitting carries 

with Harris, Hurts and others.
“We’re not worried about 

attention,” Scarbrough said. 
“We’re just trying to win. 
We’re trying to win the whole 
thing. We’re trying to be the 
champions of college foot-
ball. It doesn’t matter about 
separate awards. We all want 
to be rewarded as one.”

There are plenty of big 
games left for players like 
Hurts and Chubb to produce 
Heisman moments. But right 
now, it’s shaping up to be a 
repeat of last season, when 
the SEC’s top vote getter was 
‘Bama defensive lineman 

Jonathan Allen at No. 7.
The league fi gures to pro-

duce a wealth of NFL talent 
— as usual. There is just not a 
runner carrying the load like 
Stanford’s Love, the nation’s 
top Power 5 rusher, or Ala-
bama’s 2015 Heisman winner 
Derrick Henry.

And it seems highly unlike-
ly that Tide quarterback Hurts 
or the Georgia freshman 
Fromm are going to throw for 
598 yards like Oklahoma’s 
Mayfi eld did in a 62-52 win 
over Oklahoma State.

SEC powers piling up wins, not stats
Georgia, Alabama players lacking in Heisman-worthy stats, but not victories

Atlanta Journal-Constitution

Georgia tailbacks Nick Chubb, le� , and Sony Michel celebrate on 
the sidelines during their win against Tennessee earlier this season. 
With the duo sharing the rushing load, Chubb and Michel don’t 
have the eye-popping stats that attract Heisman attention.
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College of Coastal Georgia’s Brandon Martin rises above two Middle Georgia State 
defenders to put up a jumper during Wednesday’s game at Howard Coffi  n Gym.

By BUDDY HUGHES
bhughes@thebrunswicknews.com

W
ednesday was the fi rst day high school seniors could sign their 
national letters of intent in sports like basketball, baseball, soft-
ball and golf. The early signing period lasts through Nov. 15, 
and the Golden Isles got in on the fun with three area athletes 

making their college selections offi cial.
At Frederica Academy, Thomas Hogan signed to play golf at Ole Miss 

while baseball player Turner Jamieson will continue his athletic career at 
Merrimack College in Massachusetts.

At Brunswick High, Kayla Rowell put her signature on her letter to make 
her commitment to Georgia Southwestern State offi cial.

THOMAS HOGAN
Hogan has been on board with Ole Miss for a while. He committed to the 

SEC school while he was a sophomore. The two-year verbal commitment 
became offi cial when Hogan put pen to paper on Wednesday at the school.

“It’s awesome. I’m really excited to go start my career at Ole Miss,” Hogan 
said.

Ole Miss head golf coach Chris Malloy said on the school’s website that 
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Brunswick High’s  Kayla Rowell 
signed a letter of intent to play 

so� ball with her parents, Amber 
and Eddie Rowell, and  BHS so� ball 

coach Brian Crawford looking on.

Frederica’s Thomas Hogan 
signs a scholarship while 
parents Dan and Susan 
Hogan and grandfather 
Wiley Corbett, Sr. look on 
Wednesday.

Frederica’s  Turner Jamieson signs a 
with Merrimack College while sister 
Isabella, from le� , mother Michele, 

father Tim, brother George, and 
brother Henry (standing), watch. 
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By GORDON JACKSON
gjackson@thebrunswicknews.com

College of Coastal Georgia’s 
men’s and women’s squad mir-
rored each other during Wednes-
day’s doubleheader against Middle 
Georgia State — slow starts and 
strong second-half performances.

After playing close games in at 
the midway point of their games 
Wednesday, Coastal’s men’s and 
women’s squads surged in the 
second half to sweep the visiting 
Knights.

The men won 83-74, with both 
teams repeatedly trading the lead 
in the fi rst half. The Mariners end-
ed with the Mariners on top 39-37.

The men opened the second half 
with a 10-2 run to extend the lead 
to 10 points less than fi ve minutes 
later. After extending the lead to 
15 points with a little more than 
8 minutes remaining, the Knights 
went on a run of their own to close 
the gap 76-69 with less than 2 min-
utes remaining.

With less than a minute left in 
the game, the Knights got the score 
within 6 points with a swarming 

defense that made it diffi cult for the 
Mariners to inbound the ball.

The key to Coastal Georgia’s 
game was a balanced attack with 
Haylen Washington scoring 20 
points and pulling down fi ve re-
bounds. Brandon Martin scored 19 
points and grabbed fi ve rebounds. 
Freshman guard Vidmantas Ka-
cluska added 15 points and re-
bounds, and forward Landon Sara-
zine had 14 rebounds in the game.

Guard Darrell White was the 
high scorer for the Knights with 
28 points and four rebounds in the 
losing effort.

The win improves the Mariners 
record to 4-1 for the season. Their 
next game is against Warner (Fla.) 
on Saturday. Middle Georgia’s 
record drops to 3-3 with Wednes-
day’s loss.

The women also won 78-64 af-
ter starting slowly in their game, 
completing only 26 percent of 
their shots in the fi rst quarter. They 

Second-half surges help Coastal 
squads sweep Middle Georgia

College of Coastal Georgia forward 
Elijah Wade puts up a shot during 
Wednesday’s game.
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