
Melanie Barger Alumni Nominee 

FINE ARTS HALL OF FAME NOMINATION FORM 

Nominee's First and Last Name: Melanie Barger 
Nominee's Current Position and Title: Artist 
Nominee's Arts Discipline or Focus Area; Painting & Design 
Nominee's email address; mkbarger@gmail.com 
Nominee's phone number;  912-506-6261

Recommender's Name (Your Name):  Mary Jane Barger 
Recommender's Position and Title:  Retired FA 3rd grade teacher, FA parent, 

FA grandparent  
Rocommender's email address: mjbarger@bellsouth.net 
Recommender's phone number: 912-269-0028

website: https://mkbarger.myportfolio.com/ 

Discuss how the nominee’s continuing arts involvement affects a positive change or contributed 

and helped promote arts at Frederica Academy

A member of the first kindergarten class on this campus, Melanie graduated from FA in 1987. 

Melanie studied art all 13 years at FA. Melanie is an honor graduate of Randolph-Macon 

Woman’s College (BA) in art/biology receiving her Masters from the University of Illinois at 

Chicago (Master of Associated Medical Sciences in biomedical visualization). She studied art 

with Ringling School of Art and Design, Scottsdale Artists’ School, the Art Students League of 

New York, and the Institute for European Studies in London. As an illustrator for Birdlegs, 

Inc., Melanie produced artwork distributed internationally. Upon completing her master’s 

degree, sitting for the boards and presenting her professional portfolio, she received designation 

as a Certified Medical Illustrator and was inducted into professional membership of the 

Association 

mailto:mkbarger@gmail.com
mailto:mjbarger@bellsouth.net
https://mkbarger.myportfolio.com/


Melanie Barger Alumni Nominee 

of Medical Illustrators. Her medical illustrations have been published in books and media. Her 

clients include Mayo Clinic, Baylor College of Medicine, the Field Museum, and the University 

of Mississippi. Her portraits have been commissioned by corporate and private clients. Her fine 

art paintings have been represented by galleries in Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, 

and Mississippi. Her work has hung in The offices of the Governor of Georgia in the Capitol, 

Beason School of Theology at Samford University, the Maier Museum of Art, Ringling School 

of Art and Design, and The Mary C. O’Keefe Center for Cultural Arts. In 2014, the Georgia 

Governor’s Counsel for the Arts chose to exhibit two of Melanie’s paintings. Her work has been 

selected for The Best of Ringling Show. In 1993, Melanie was recognized by USA Today for her 

design for a nationwide campaign. As communications director, she designed logo, website, print 

and digital publications for SSPC. Melanie was part of a team developing a curriculum for a 

children’s contemplative Worship and Arts camp. Melanie worked with the founding conductor 

of the Hot Springs Music Festival. HSMF brings musicians from around the world to the two 

week festival where pre-professional join professional musicians in performance of concert 

music. Melanie worked with the founder of the Hot Springs Documentary Film Festival bringing 

Academy Award-nominated documentaries to the big screen. In Ocean Springs, MS, Melanie 

was a founding board member for the Mary C. O’Keefe Cultural Center for Arts Education 

transforming an idea, through planning, fundraising, restoration, and opening. The Center now 

houses the 383 seat Trent Lott Performing Arts Center, Schafer-Ella Recording Studio, Duckett 

Gallery, and studios for visual, performing, and culinary arts. Melanie collaborated on 

Frederica’s motto “body, mind, spirit” and logo. For the dedication of the Ellen Fleming Fund 

for the Arts, Melanie donated a charcoal portrait of Ms. Fleming. Melanie has donated numerous 

paintings to Frederica’s Derby Day fundraiser. Melanie served as founding president of 
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Frederica Academy Friends of the Arts instrumental in re-introducing music and theater to 

middle and upper school and building Frederica’s first dedicated Arts Center. She is the mother 

of Jon Phillip (2022) and Margaret (2024). A sample of her work can be seen at 

https://mkbarger.myportfolio.com/ 


