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REMAINS FOUND

Skeletal remains were found off
Scranton Connector on Sunday,
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Man in distress saved from East River

By LARRY HOBBS
Ihobbs@thebrunswicknews.com

A Brunswick firefighter jumped
into a river Friday night and saved
the life of a man who had fallen off
a boat.

The 59-year-old boat resident at
Brunswick Landing Marina, who
authorities say was intoxicated, fell
out of a dingy and into the East Riv-
er.

Richard Bue, longtime and much
heralded firefighter with the Bruns-

wick Fire Department, saw the man
in distress when the fire crew arrived
on the scene. The man was losing
strength as he clung to the edge of
the dingy while floating out on the
water toward the far side of the river.

It was a situation that needed im-
mediate action, Bue thought.

“He sized it up quick, took his
shoes off and jumped right in,” said
Brunswick Deputy Fire Chief Jerry
Allen. “He realized by the time he
jumped in, the river’s freezing cold.”

Bue kept swimming anyway,

making a diagonal beeline across
the river to reach the man who was
clinging to his boat.

Friends and family took the 40-
foot boat from which the dingy was
launched to try and assist, but their
efforts failed. No one could reach the
man in distress.

The man was in no condition to
swim ashore due to a combination
of age, impairment and cold water,
Allen said.

Bue made a freestyle sprint for
the man, swimming against some

of the strongest incoming currents
on eastern U.S. seaboard. In no
time, Bue had found his way inside
the dingy. He then helped the man
inside.

Moments later, Bue was able to
help the man get from the dingy into
his 40-foot yacht, which brought him
back to the dock at the marina.

Allen said the man might not have
held out much longer in the frigid
water.

For his part, Bue did not give it a
second thought before jumping into

the river and battling swift currents
and cold water to render aid to the
stranger in distress, Allen said.

“Man, it was outstanding,” Allen
said. “It’s what we live for in fire-
fighting, where you're legitimately
saving a life. It doesn’t happen that
often but when it does, it’s something
special. Hypothermia would have set
in and it wouldn’t have taken very
much longer.”

Bue managed to tie the dingy
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CREATIVE THINKING
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Local artist Kevin Bongang was chosen to be Frederica Academy'’s first Ellen Fleming Visiting Artist. He worked last week with the school’'s students.

Frederica Academy maintains focus on fine arts education

By LAUREN MCDONALD
Imcdonald@thebrunswicknews.com

his school year has emphasized the
value of creative thinking.
Educators, students and all oth-
er school personnel have adapted
amid the pandemic, and many in Glynn Coun-
ty have been able to do so in mostly face-to-
face settings since August.

Academic and extracurricular programs that
focus on creativity, like drama classes, music
education and other fine arts, have been se-
verely affected by COVID-19 concerns.

Yet that need for creative outlets didn’t dis-
appear when the pandemic began, said Tess
Nielsen, fine arts director at Frederica Acad-
emy.

Despite the challenges of offering in-person
education during a pandemic, Frederica Acad-
emy has maintained a clear focus on the im-
portance of fine arts education, Nielsen said.

“We're very small, we're very nimble, and
that is one of the things, especially in the arts,
that’s really kept us going and thriving through
all of this,” Nielsen said.

March will be a month highlighting musical
theater at Frederica. The fifth grade will put
on “Seussical” on March 11, and the middle
and upper school students will present a pro-
duction of “Little Women” March 25-27. The
productions will include live-stream perfor-
mances.

The music and arts programs in the lower
school have long been of high priority at Fred-
erica, Nielsen said, and the fifth-grade musical

is an institution at the school.

“That’s the foundation of it all because we
would not be able to do what we do in the
middle and the upper school unless we had
kids coming from that lower school with the
foundational program that we've prepared,’
she said.

Significant planning has gone into what kind
of COVID-19 precautions to put in place for
the musicals, including social distancing for
actors, face shields and audience limitations
paired with live-streaming.

“We're prepared to have
appreciative  audiences  on
Nielsen said.

The school has grown many of its arts pro-

small and
campus,”

Please see ARTS, 3A

Carter
votes ‘no’
on plan

THE BRUNSWICK NEWS

U.S. Rep. Buddy Carter, R-1,
says the $1.9 trillion coronavirus
relief package passed by the House
early Saturday contains little to
fight the virus.

Carter, who went to the well of
the House to speak in opposition
of the plan, joined other Republi-
cans in voting against it.

“My colleagues and I have been
saying it for weeks, but I'll say it
again,” he said. “This package
is simply the wrong plan at the

Please see CARTER, 3A

City to
improve
parks

By GORDON JACKSON
gjackson@thebrunswicknews.com

The largest city park in Bruns-
wick is about to get a facelift.

Howard Coffin Park has four
baseball fields, a swimming
pool, tennis courts, soccer fields,
playground and picnic shelters
that are used daily by visitors.

The city was awarded a
$100,000 Land and Water Con-
servation Fund grant for im-
provements, including pool
shade structures, playground
improvements and a picnic pa-
vilion.

At Wednesday’s commis-
sion meeting, city officials will

Please see PARKS, 3A

Glynn County Democrats host SPLOST 2021 forum

By TAYLOR COOPER
tcooper@thebrunswicknews.com

Glynn County Commissioner Al-
len Booker, whose district is most-
ly comprised of the city of Bruns-
wick, said at a Monday forum that it
would be “dangerous” and morally
questionable to vote against Special
Purpose Local Option Sales Tax

2021.

“This is a very important issue to
the county but in particular to my
district, which encompasses most of
the city of Brunswick and the Black
community,” Booker said to a panel
of five at a virtual public SPLOST
2021 forum hosted by the Glynn
County Democratic Party. Party
Chairwoman Julie Jordan moderat-

ed the event.

His district is usually one of the
last to get the funding it needs, he
said, pointing to the recently com-
pleted L Street drainage and recon-
struction project.

“That hasn’t happened since I was
a kid living in the neighborhood
over 50 years ago,” Booker said.
“The SPLOST dollars are import-

ant, that’s why I support it.”

Booker called it a “luxury” to
live in a district that doesn’t need
SPLOST funds. The city govern-
ment has a tax base suppressed by a
lot of tax-exempt properties, includ-
ing the College of Coastal Georgia,
churches and Glynn County gov-
ernment buildings and courts.

“The city needs the money, there-

fore the Black community needs
it,” Booker said. “It’s a third of the
city budget. If it doesn’t pass, that
means the city doesn’t get a third of
its budget for critical infrastructure
projects.”

Booker said no SPLOST list is
going to make everyone happy, but
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making decisions that aren’t
popular is part of leadership.
Commissioners are elected
to lead, they make a lot of de-
cisions on projects that many
may not agree with.

He wasn’t entirely happy
with the SPLOST as a whole,
but it included enough mon-
ey concentrated on the areas
that need it to earn his sup-
port.

Early voting in the
SPLOST 2021 special elec-
tion is ongoing until March
12.

On the ballot are two ref-
erendums, one to ratify
SPLOST 2021 and another to
declare the Oglethorpe Con-
ference Center an infeasible
project, thereby providing
an avenue to return to the
taxpayers $2.5 million in
SPLOST IV and V proceeds
that remain allocated for the
project.

Glynn County commis-
sioners propose implement-
ing a | percent sales tax for
three years, which would
generate a total of $68.5 mil-
lion split among the county,
city of Brunswick, Bruns-
wick-Glynn  County Joint
Water and Sewer Commis-
sion and Jekyll Island Au-
thority for infrastructure and
capital projects.

Registered voters can cast
a ballot at three locations
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mon-
days through Fridays at the
Office Park Building at 1815

Gloucester St. in Brunswick;
the Ballard Community
Building at 30 Nimitz Drive;
and on St. Simons Island at
Glynn County Fire Station
No. 2, 1929 Demere Road.

All  polling precincts
will be open from 7 a.m. to
7 p.m. on March 16.

Rachael Thompson, exec-
utive director of the Glynn
Environmental  Coalition,
was among the dissenting
voices on the panel.

“Our main concerns from
an environmental standpoint
are the fact that we are in
a climate crisis at the mo-
ment,” Thompson said. “We
feel the Glynn County Com-
mission could have done a
better job to prioritize cli-
mate resilience projects for
inclusion on the project list,
and those projects would
help the residents of Bruns-
wick and the greater coun-
ty.”
She said the GEC was also
against a proposed overhaul
of the intersection of Fred-
erica and Sea Island roads
on St. Simons Island, which
may encroach on Twitty
Park. The GEC took Glynn
County to court in 2016 to
protect the park.

She was not alone.

“My concern for SPLOST
2021 is process and conces-
sions,” said A Better Glynn
co-founder Bobby Hender-
son. “I think the process was
rushed, I don’t think a lot of
planning when into deciding
how to spend such a large
amount of funds coming
into the county.”

Concessions will also be

important, he said, to make
sure the county is spending
the money equitably to ser-
vice the parts of the county
that need it most.

“I think that the money is
divided in a way that does
not project equity,” Hender-
son said. “Because 60 per-
cent of the revenue is gen-
erated on the mainland and
so it should be spent on the
mainland.”

Commissioner David
O’Quinn  backed Booker
up at the forum, disputing
the idea that the SPLOST
2021 list was hurried. The
county spent a lot of time
in 2019 and 2020 working
on a list for SPLOST 2020,
which was tabled after
the COVID-19 pandemic
reached Georgia early last
year. SPLOST 2021 was ac-
tually downsized from that,
he said.

“When some say well,
you’ve kind of rushed this
list, I'd say we’ve been work-
ing on it quite some time,’
O’Quinn said.

He also said the county is
spending its cut of the $68.5
million equitably. Roughly
22 percent of the county’s
share is going to St. Simons,
O’Quinn explained.

“Maybe some districts get
more than others, but maybe
there’s other ways to address
these projects,” he said.

He also suggested the proj-
ect list does address some
environmental issues in the
form of stormwater drainage
projects in the city of Bruns-
wick and sewer repairs on
the Brunswick-Glynn Coun-

ty Joint Water and Sewer
Commission’s project list.

“SPLOST is not a perfect
vehicle and I know not ev-
eryone is going to like it,”
O’Quinn said. “If you look at
the totality of what it brings
to our community and how
it improves the lives of so
many people, I think it’s im-
portant.”

Tim McDermott, a mem-
ber of the local Demo-
cratic party familiar with
the county’s handling of
SPLOST 2016, said he had
a lot of concerns about
whether the county could
responsibly manage another
SPLOST.

The county is not doing
enough legwork in advance
to get the most accurate esti-
mates on projects, essential-
ly guessing as to the cost of
many of them, and some have
simply been poorly managed.

On that subject, Hender-
son said his career is in proj-
ect management. He felt the
commission was working
backward when estimating
the cost of projects.

“It feels out of order, giving
a raw estimate of round fig-
ures and then projects come
in with change orders that
change the cost of a project,
it doesn’t feel as if the proj-
ects have been drilled down
into to eliminate waste and
narrow the project to not the
specific dollar but at least a
range of cost the public can
trust is being budgeted cor-
rectly,” Henderson said.

O’Quinn  acknowledged
the estimates are typical-
ly not perfect. Multiple
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Continued from page 1A

grams in recent years, includ-
ing its instrumental programs
and digital media offerings.
That focus on new arts op-
portunities has continued this
school year.

A new class this year is
audio production, through
which students learn about
music production and re-

cording.
“It’s really been a very
popular class this year

for the students because
they want to know how
to make their own videos
and they want to know
how to record their own
songs and do their own

songwriting,” Nielsen said.

And a new opportunity
in the visual arts has been
the inaugural Ellen Fleming
Foundation Visiting Artist.
Last week, local artist Kev-
in Bongang spent five days
on campus working with
students in first- through
twelfth-grade at the school.

Ellen Fleming, who
died in 2019, served many
years as Frederica’s head
of school. A gift was left in
her name for her retirement,
and Fleming asked that
the money be used for arts
and cultural enrichment on
campus.

“So we selected Kevin out
of a group of 11 nationally
known artists, and we thought
that his message and how he
would interact would most

closely represent Mrs. Flem-
ings’ ideals,” Nielsen said.

Bongang worked  with
Frederica’s students to create
panels for the north exterior
wall of the school’s library.
The five panels represented
equity, justice, tolerance, ac-
ceptance and friendship.

“The kids are going to de-
sign the graphics for these
panels, and then Kevin’s go-
ing to come and he’s going to
do his signature style on top
of them,” Nielsen said, before
the visit.

Creative outlets are crucial
in a student’s education, she
said, and the opportunities are
just as important if not more
needed this school year.

“I am a performing artist.
I'm a chorus person. I'm a
singer, a pianist, and I'm a

music theater director, so this
has been the most challeng-
ing year for me as a teacher
and a choral music director
and a music director,” she
said. “But I'm finding a great
satisfaction in really helping
to bring these visual arts and
communicative arts to the
forefront.”

Changes in education this
year have also hopefully
served as a reminder for stu-
dents about the importance of
being able to think outside the
box.

“If I've ever had an excuse
to use my creativity, it’s been
this very moment,” Nielsen
said. “And I hope that is a
model for most students, for
innovation, creativity, conti-
nuity and thinking your way
around what you want to do.”

Parks
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consider a bid of nearly
$148,000 for playground
improvements  at  the
park. The work includes
a multi-level tower with
several slides, swing set,
merry-go-round and other
stand-alone features sur-
rounded by a perimeter

border and mulch on the
ground for a safety surface.

The playground is de-
signed for both younger
and older children.

The bid by Hasley Rec-
reation Inc. was one of five
considered. If approved, the
new playground equipment
will arrive by late April and
be installed north of the ten-
nis courts as soon as possible.

The city was required to
match the grant and is spend-

ing more than $171,000 on
improvements. Other work
includes pool shade struc-
tures at an estimated cost of
about $23,500 and the picnic
pavilion, estimated to cost
$100,000.

The picnic pavilion is
currently under design.

Commissioners will be
asked to approve its share
of funding for improve-
ments from SPLOST VI,
which has $233,000 des-

Carter

Continued from page 1A

wrong time for the wrong
reasons.

“It is the wrong plan be-
cause it will incentivize
lockdowns that have harmed
our workers and children for
too long. It is the wrong time

because our economy is
improving, and we have yet
to spend $1 trillion of previ-
ously approved funding.”

He said Democrats are
pushing it for the wrong rea-
sons.

“Less than 9 percent of
this $2 trillion bill directly
goes to combat COVID-19,”
he said. “The remainder
goes to a partisan wish list

of priorities — picking and
choosing winners.”

The Senate is expected to
take up President Biden’s
proposed spending package
this week.

“If we truly wanted to
help all Americans, we
would come together to
produce a bipartisan pack-
age for all Americans,”
Carter said.

Rescue

Continued from page 1A

to the yacht before they re-
turned to the marina, the
man no less for wear and
tear, Allen said.

The Georgia Department
of Natural Resources water
rescue crew also responded,
as did the law enforcement
arm of DNR. The DNR
agents ultimately arrested
the hapless dingy adventur-
er, city police said.

DNR agents took the man
to the Glynn County Deten-
tion Center, charged with
boating while under the in-
fluence.

Once the adrenaline wore
off, Bue made a not-so-
composed dash for the am-
bulance that was on scene,
knowing there would be
thick warm towels in the

back.

In 1980, a much younger
version of Allen made that
same dive in the same riv-
er to help four truants who
found themselves in a simi-
lar predicament.

“I still remember how
cold it was when I got out
of the water back then,” Al-
len said. “Still laugh about
it. And I'll tell you, that
guy’s still alive because of
Bue.”

GENERAC
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ignated for the park. The
remaining money will be
spent for resurfacing the
walking track and parking
improvements.

The Red Cross Southeast
Georgia Chapter will be
recognized at the meeting
with a proclamation de-
claring March American
Red Cross month.

things cause estimates to be
wrong, including conditions
at worksites not matching
expectations, inflation, and
“project creep,” or gradual
additions to the scope un-
til the final product is much
larger than the original con-
cept.

“The reality is there
probably will be some
projects that don’t come in
under budget, but we have
tried to take every step we
could based on the con-
cepts to come up with some
ideas on pricing,” O’Quinn
said.
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