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DAYBREAK
Worth knowing
Wednesday’s Brunswick City Commission meeting did not fi nish in time 

to make this edition of The Brunswick News. The full story can be read 

online at www.thebrunswicknews.com. It will also appear in Friday’s 

edition of The News.
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COVID-19 STATS

GEORGIA

GLYNN COUNTY

CASES

CASES

DEATHS

DEATHS

1.91M

22,795

29K

349

Latest numbers as of 3 p.m. Wednesday 
from the Department of Public Health

By GORDON JACKSON
gjackson@thebrunswicknews.com

A former NASA offi cial conducted 
a presentation Tuesday to explain the 
benefi ts of a spaceport in Camden 
County.

David Rainer Jr., a retired test direc-
tor and convoy commander at Kenne-
dy Space Center, called his presenta-
tion attended by about 75 people at the 
Camden County High School auditori-
um “Spaceport 101.”

Rainer, son of former Camden Coun-
ty schools superintendent and Camden 
County Commissioner David Rainer, 
said research in weightless conditions 
has led to medical breakthroughs 
to treat a myriad of diseases, includ-
ing infl uenza, diabetes, psoriasis, 

muscular dystrophy, rheumatoid 
arthritis and Duchenne muscular 
distrophy.

“Weightlessness is a big deal,” he 
said. “The experiments are a big deal.”

Rainer said breakthroughs in pro-
tein crystals on the International Space 
Station has led to developing an inhib-
itor for Duchenne muscular dystrophy 
that is doubling the life span of those 
affl icted with the debilitating disease.

He said the small satellite market is 
growing quickly, leading to a demand 
for more vertical launches.

Spaceport Camden would join Ken-
nedy Space Center and a spaceport in 
Wallops Island, Virginia, as the na-
tion’s third facility capable of vertical 
launches.

Rainer praised Camden County as 

an ideal location, despite concerns 
raised by opponents about risks to the 
environment, structures on Cumber-
land and Little Cumberland islands 
and the more than $10.3 million spent 
to establish a spaceport, so far.

Kennedy Space Center is too busy to 
accommodate the demand for launch-
es by small companies, he said. Cam-
den is a better location than Wallops, 
more than 700 miles north of Kennedy 
Space Center, compared to the Cam-
den site, 168 miles north of the launch 
site in Florida.

The closer the launch site is to the 
equator, the less fuel it takes to put a 
rocket into orbit, he said.

Camden is also in an area that has 

Spaceport Camden supporters make their case

Gordon Jackson/The Brunswick News

David Rainer, Jr., a former NASA test director and convoy commander, 
makes a presentation Tuesday at Camden High to explain the benefi ts 
of a spaceport.

By LAUREN MCDONALD
lmcdonald@thebrunswicknews.com

Three Frederica Academy stu-
dents will be honored this year 
for their extraordinary character 
and unbridled enthusiasm.

The school annually offers 
merit-based scholarships to stu-
dents who meet a set of criteria 

that makes them shine in and out 
of the classroom.

Hudson Jones, a fi fth-grader at 
Frederica, has been named this 
year’s Connor Landis Scholar, 
and Campbell Brown, a fi fth-
grade student, and Brayden Goff, 
a freshman, are this year’s Watson 

FA honors students with 
merit-based scholarships

By HANK ROWLAND
hrowland@thebrunswicknews.com

Republicans in Washington and 
Atlanta question President Joe 
Biden’s ability to lead after the na-
tion’s top Democrat delivered the 
State of the Union address Tues-
day.

U.S. Rep. Buddy Carter, R-1, is 

among those blaming Biden’s pol-
icies for problems the nation faces 
today.

“I attended the State of the 
Union (Tuesday) because I made 
a promise to work with President 
Biden on bipartisan policies,” Car-
ter said. “Unfortunately, he used 

GOP, Democrats react to 
Biden’s State of the Union

By TAYLOR COOPER
tcooper@thebrunswicknews.com

S
outheast Georgia Health System may have canceled 
the 2022 Bridge Run, but at least one group of fi t-
ness-minded residents was not going to let that stop 
them from achieving their goal.

Around the beginning of the year, Iguanas Seafood Restau-
rant General Manager Mike Harris started up the Team Igua-
na Fit initiative, which was based on a program he participat-
ed in when he worked at the SGHS, called Team Fit.

He enjoys working out on his own time, but it can be hard to 
fi nd the motivation to get to exercise or hit the gym when he’s 

By HANK ROWLAND
hrowland@thebrunswicknews.com

A member of Glynn County’s del-
egation to the Georgia General As-
sembly says a state income tax rate 
cut will be returning money to its 
rightful owners.

State Rep. Shaw Blackmon, R-Bo-
naire, chair of the House Ways and 
Means Committee, announced leg-
islation Tuesday that will lower the 
maximum income tax rate to a sin-
gle fl at rate of 5.25%. It is currently 
5.75%.

Local Rep. Buddy DeLoach, 
R-Townsend, supports the legisla-
tion.

“Government tends to spend what-
ever they have,” DeLoach said. “This 
is money that belongs to the people 
and we should never take more than 
necessary.”

Decisions made throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic and Georgia’s 
business-friendly attitude help put 
the state in a position to decrease the 
tax rate.

“Our state has benefi ted from be-
ing the fi rst to reopen our economy 
and from being the best in the nation 
to do business,” DeLoach said. “We 
have led and the people of our state 
will be the benefi ciary.”

House Speaker David Ralston, 
R-Blue Ridge, said the proposed 
reduction and other legislation will 
save Georgians an estimated $1 bil-
lion in the 2024 calendar year.

“Lowering taxes will let families 
keep more of their hard-earned mon-
ey,” Ralston said. “In these times 
when Washington is letting infl ation 

Legislation 
seeks to cut 
state income 

tax rate

Terry Dickson/The Brunswick News

Walkers hit the crest of the bridge and start down with a Glynn County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce escort.

FITNESS TEAM BUILDING

 Please see TEAM,  3A

Fitness team refuses to let 
cancellation hamper its goals

 Please see STUDENTS,  3A

 Please see TAXES,  3A

 Please see LAUNCH,  6A

 Please see UNION,  6A
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Celebrating 20 years in business

   For reservations & information 

   call 912.262.6934 or visit 

   www.goldenislesarts.org

Advance tickets 

Members: 

Adults $15/Seniors  $10 

Nonmembers: 

Adults $20/Seniors $15 

Ticket price increases  

day of show 

Students always only $5

Saturday 
March 19, 2022 
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Historic Ritz Theatre

   For reservations & information 
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   www.goldenislesarts.org

Advance tickets 
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Adults $15/Seniors  $10 

Nonmembers: 

Adults $20/Seniors $15 

Ticket price increases  

day of show 

Students always only $5
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on his own.

“I fl ipped it and went to 
motivate others,” Harris said.

A large group close at hand 
was the staff of Iguanas Sea-
food. He went to Iguanas’ 
owner Jepter Butler in Janu-
ary with his idea. He loved it, 
and from there Harris worked 
out an exercise plan and set a 
goal for the program: to par-
ticipate in the 2022 Bridge 
Run a month and a half later.

“The only way to do this 
was if we worked together 
and worked out at Bailey’s 
and walked three miles a 
week,” Harris said.

Harris once worked for 
Southeast Georgia Health 
System in the dietary ser-
vices department before 
meeting Butler and taking 
the job at Iguana’s. The hos-
pital’s Team Fit program was 
a hit with staff and quite ef-
fective at improving fi tness, 
so, electing not to fi x what 
wasn’t broken, he modeled 
Team Iguana Fit on it.

The team has walked three 
miles every week and regu-
larly met up at Bailey’s Gym 
on Altama Avenue in Bruns-
wick for strength workouts.

MacKenzie Watson, Igua-

na’s kitchen manager, isn’t a 
stranger to exercise. Recently 
he’s taken up kayaking, but 
joining the fi tness team has 
so far been a good time.

“It’s defi nitely good 
team-building,” Watson said.

Tahlor Bell and Tyler 
Cantrell, bartenders at Igua-
na’s, were of a similar mind. 
Cantrell works out regularly 
but enjoyed the time with his 
co-workers. Bell likes hang-
ing out with co-workers, too, 
but also liked the benefi ts of 
the exercises.

“I dropped eight pounds 
and a pants size so you know 
it’s worth something,” Bell 
said.

Team Iguana Fit turned out 
to be a huge success. Only 
one problem arose when it 
came time to show off the re-
sults of six weeks of training.

“The end goal was to do 
the Bridge Run and they can-
celed,” Butler said.

On the event’s website, a 
message informs visitors that 
a high transmission rate of 
COVID-19 led the SGHS to 
cancel the run to “protect our 
incredible sponsors, vendors 
and participants from expo-
sure to the highly contagious 
omicron variant.”

The run was originally 
scheduled for Feb. 13, but 
better late than never, But-
ler said. Mid-morning on 

Wednesday, a group of 25 
or so members of the restau-
rant’s staff and their friends 
and family gathered at the 
base of the bridge to get their 
team t-shirts and make the 
crossing on foot, escorted by 
two Glynn County Sheriff’s 
deputies.

Even Butler’s mother, Su-
sie, got in on the excitement.

“I walk every morning. 
I fi gure I can tackle this 
bridge,” she said, pumping 
her arm up and down.

Even before they started up 
the bridge, Jepter Butler was 
ready to commit to the next 
goal.

“It’s been a hit, so yeah, 
we’re keeping (the program) 
around,” Butler said.

When looking to improve 
one’s fi tness, Harris said 
there’s really no easy short-
cut.

“The hard part is getting 
started,” Harris said, and rec-
ommended fi nding a partner 
to whom you can motivate 
and be motivated by.

After that, one’s goal 
should be to simply improve. 
Rather than immediately go-
ing for the top or comparing 
yourself to others, look at 
your own performance, Har-
ris said.

“It’s not a competition to 
be the biggest, baddest, stron-
gest or fastest, I don’t preach 

that,” Harris said. “I just want 
to see you moving. You will 
see results, and when you see 
that you’ll trust that you can 
improve yourself.”

Team
Continued from page  1A

Family Gateway Scholarship 
recipients.

These students each em-
body the strong qualities that 
the scholarships are intend-
ed to promote and reward, 
said Helen Rentz, director 
of admission at Frederica 
Academy.

The Connor Landis Schol-
ars Award was established in 
remembrance of a Frederica 
student who was diagnosed 
with a brain tumor during 
her fi fth-grade year and who 
died in 2019. Connor would 
have graduated in 2015.

In her memory, her family 
established a scholarship that 
captures the spirit of Con-
nor’s consistent positivity 
even during her illness.

“She had a very positive 
attitude throughout it all, and 
it was very contagious for 
her friends to just see how 
even faced with those chal-
lenges you can continue to 
have a positive spirit and a 
positive outlook,” Rentz said.

The scholarship’s recipi-
ents demonstrate character 
and leadership skills as well 
as academic potential and 
well-rounded interests.

“Connor was very active at 
soccer, and while this scholar-
ship is not athletically based, 
the Landis family, who helps 
us with narrowing down 
our applicants, love to see 
children that are engaged in 
some sort of extracurricular 
activity, whether it’s athlet-
ics or the arts or community 

service,” Rentz said.
The scholarship is given 

annually to a rising sixth-
grade student who is new to 
Frederica Academy.

Two students — a rising 
fi fth- and ninth-grader — 
are also chosen annually to 
receive the Watson Family 
Gateway Scholarship, which 
was established in March 
2021.

Frederica expanded its 
middle school to include 
fi fth grade this school 
year, and ninth grade is 
the gateway year for high 
school.

“In the same vein that 
the Connor Landis is mer-
it-based, this too is looking 
at character and leadership 
and really a great positive 
attitude as well,” Rentz 

said. “We talk about having 
unbridled enthusiasm and a 
zest for life.”

Fifth-grade students will 
receive scholarship funds at 
the start of middle school 
and again when they enter 
high school. Ninth-grade 
recipients will receive funds 
at the start and end of high 
school.

Jim and Jane Watson, who 
have a long history with 
the school, established the 
scholarship. They previous-
ly had three children attend 
Frederica, and Jane Watson 
served as the school’s fi rst 
college counselor.

“They wanted to give 
back to the school, and they 
created these scholarship 
opportunities that are now 
permanently endowed to al-

low us to continue to grant 
these awards to fi fth- and 
ninth-graders, and then 
again as they head into ninth 
grade or head into college, in 
perpetuity,” Rentz said.

Applicants for these schol-
arships put together portfoli-
os that include letters of rec-
ommendation from people 
like coaches, church leaders 
or camp counselors who 
know the students outside of 
the classroom.

Students also go through 
an interview process, when 
they sit down and talk with 
the families who established 
the scholarships as well as 
Frederica administrators.

Frederica also offers oth-
er needs-based fi nancial aid 
that is available in addition 
to these scholarships.

“Unbridled enthusiasm” 
perfectly describes Camp-
bell, Rentz said, as he is al-
ways positive and eager to 
help others. And Brayden, 
she said, also demonstrates 
academic strength, confi -
dence and a willingness to 
embrace challenge.

Hudson is a stellar athlete 
who maintains the kind of 
positive attitude the scholar-
ship’s namesake was known 
for.

“It’s really his character 
and passion for going af-
ter something he wants and 
keeping his spirits high, all 
the while with a smile on his 
face and a positive outlook,” 
Rentz said.

Frederica Academy has 
seen signifi cant enroll-
ment growth over the past 
three years, Rentz said, as 
more families move to the 

Golden Isles or seek different 
kinds of education options 
for their students. Frederica’s 
enrollment has increased 
nearly 30% compared to 
pre-pandemic numbers.

She encouraged any fam-
ilies interested in enrolling 

their children at Frederica 
next year to reach out as soon 
as possible to ensure class-
room space is available.

Deadlines for the Connor 
Landis and Watson Fami-
ly Gateway scholarships is 
March 21.

Students
Continued from page  1A
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The 2021-2022 Watson Family Gateway recipients are Brayden Goff  
and Campbell Brown. Not pictured is Hudson Jones, this year’s 
recipient of the Connor Landis Scholars Award.

skyrocket, it is up to us to keep 
our state government lean and 
help Georgians when the cost 
of everything is rising.

“I am proud that this will 
mark the third time as Speak-
er that I will preside over the 
passage of a tax cut — another 

step in our continuing efforts 
to lower taxes for Georgia 
families.”

Trimming down the tax 
rate is not all the legislation 
does. It also establishes a stan-
dard exemption of $12,000 for 
single or head-of-household 
fi lers and $24,000 for married 
couples fi ling jointly.

Under the measure, a family 
of four would not pay any in-
come tax on the fi rst $30,000 

of income with dependent ex-
emptions.

“With this bill, we will not 
only save Georgians more 
than a billion dollars a year, 
but we will also have a fairer, 
fl at income tax that is easier 
to understand,” Blackmon 
said. “We are focused on im-
plementing better tax policy 
to keep Georgia competitive.”

Taxes
Continued from page  1A
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