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ALSO INSIDE: TV 2B

Jaguars win 9-6, for first win in America since 2020

By MARKLONG
Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. —
Jacksonville had the better Josh
Allen on this Sunday, with the
standout linebacker intercepting a
pass, making a sack and recover-
ing a fumble in a 9-6 upset of the
Buffalo Bills.

Buffalo’s star quarterback with
the same first and last names
turned over the ball three times,
including twice in the second half.
He didn’t have a second-half turn-
over in any previous game this
season.

second time in seven games. The
Jaguars (2-6) rebounded from a
debacle at Seattle a week ago.

Buffalo’s Allen completed 31 of
47 passes for 264 yards, with the
two interceptions and a fumble.

The first of two deciding mo-
ments came on a third-and-2 play
at the Jaguars 37 with about 5 1-2
minutes remaining. Allen fum-
bled after getting pressured by
Dawuane Smoot. The other Josh
Allen recovered.

Buffalo got the ball back in the
waning minutes and advanced to
the Jaguars 39. But Smoot sacked
Allen on third down. It was

the day.

Allen got the first one. It was
the first time a player sacked a
quarterback with the same name
since the NFL started counting
sacks in 1982.

Allen and Allen had been
looking forward to this meeting,
although Buffalo’s Allen made
it clear he didn’t want to get ac-
quainted with Jacksonville’s Al-
len in the backfield. It nonetheless
happened when Allen beat Dion
Dawkins off the edge.

The players with the same first
and last name had never meet
before Sunday even though they

enth pick in consecutive NFL
drafts. They have exchanged mes-
sages via social media.
MULTIPLE MISSES
Jaguars kicker Matt Wright
missed three straight field-goal at-
tempts — all left — in a matter of
minutes in the third quarter.
Wright hit the left upright from
42 yards, but a false start penalty
on the Jaguars gave him another
chance from 47. He yanked that
one left, too. But Bills reserve
running back Taiwan Jones was
flagged for running into the kicker

The Bills (5-3) lost for the

Jacksonville’s

fourth sack of

were both selected with the sev-

Please see JAX, 2B

Phelan M. Ebenhack/AP
Jacksonville Jaguars head coach Urban Meyer
shouts to players on the field during the first half
against the Buffalo Bills.

GA, BHS
players earn
all-region
softball
honors

By SEBASTIAN EMANUEL
semanuel@thebrunswicknews.com

The 2021 Region 2-6A soft-
ball all-region teams were an-
nounced last week, featuring
five Glynn Academy players and
three Brunswick High players.

After a 16-12 season where
they reached the second round
of the 6A State Playoffs, the
Lady Terrors were honored with
five players on either the first or
second-team all Region 2-6A
teams.

Earning first-team honors
were senior Kamila Vicente
(pitcher), junior Madysen Wil-
born (catcher), and senior Anna
Lee Mancil (infielder).

Earning second-team honors
were junior Katie Wagner (in-
fielder) and junior Bella Theus
(utility).

After a 7-11 season and bat-
tling through COVID-19 during
the beginning of the season, the
Lady Pirates had three players
make the all 6A region teams.

Earning first-team honors was
senior Jayla Hollingsworth (util-
ity)

Earning second-team honors
were sophomore Ridleigh Row-
ell (catcher) and sophomore Jen-
ny Braddy (infielder)

Congratulations to all on their
stellar seasons.

[.arson
wins 1st

NASCAR
title

By JENNA FRYER
Associated Press

AVONDALE, Ariz. — Kyle
Larson won.

That was the expected result
of NASCAR’s season-ending
championship race, right?

Larson closed his comeback
season in NASCAR with his
first championship Sunday. He
capped his return from a nearly
yearlong suspension with a ti-
tle-winning victory at Phoenix
Raceway.

“I can’t believe it,” Larson

Please see LARSON, 2B

STATE CHAMPIONS

Frederica Academy’s girls cross country team hold the GISA C;ass 3A state title after its strong performance.

Provided Photo/ Barry Kaminer

Frederica Academy gitls cross country earn first title in over a decade

By SEBASTIAN EMANUEL
semanuel@thebrunswicknews.com

inally.

That’s what head coach Christi
Bumgartner said when the Frederi-
ca Knights girls cross country team

claimed the GISA-3A state title.

On a cold windy morning with the highs
peaking at 40 degrees, the Knights had every
right to be unprepared for such brutal weather
unlike any they usually encounter in the Gold-
en Isles.

Instead, the girls and boys teams came out
looking for silverware.

Bumgartner is in her eighth year as the head
coach of the cross country teams, and she knew
four years ago that both of these teams would
be special.

“T knew it was possible that we would win
state one day, we have always been really close,”
Bumgartner said of the girls team. “Their soph-
omore year, the girls came in second, and then
last year the girls came in third. This year the
girls won it and for the past four years, we have
kind of been in the hunt for it. This year with
a combination of the experience of the seniors
and a lot of underclassmen that ran for the first
time, a lot of freshmen made a huge impact. We
just were fortunate that we got some talent this
year and coupled it with our experience and it

Y

Poided Photo/ BarryKaminer

Frederica Academy’s boys cross country team smile with their GISA-3A runners up trophy.

was just a perfect match really.”

The mixture of the Knights team showed
in the meet as they raced their way to the first
state title in over a decade.

For the second year in a row, Ellie Runyan
took home the individual title with a time of
21:19.43.

It only got better for the Knights with
eighth-grader Maggie Dorminy finishing

second with a time of 22:01.43.

This gave Frederica a quick lead over the 13
team competition and they only added to the
cushion they brought early in the race.

All remaining seven runners finished inside
the top 70, and Bumgartner knew her team
had a good chance of winning due to their

Please see FA, 2B

Ryan passes for 343 yards,

By BRETT MARTEL
Associated Press

NEW ORLEANS — Matt Ryan hit
Cordarrelle Patterson for a 64-yard gain
with a minute to go, setting up Young-
hoe Koo’s 29-yard field goal as time ex-
pired, and the Atlanta Falcons defeated
the mistake-prone New Orleans Saints
27-25 on Sunday.

Ryan passed for 343 yards, connect-
ed twice with Olamide Zaccheaus for
touchdowns, and the veteran quarter-
back also ran for a score on a bootleg.
Ryan’s second scoring pass gave the Fal-
cons a 24-6 lead with 10:39 left in the
fourth quarter. But the Saints rallied to

briefly take the lead on Trevor Siemian’s
8-yard pass to Kenny Stills with 1:01
left.

New Orleans then missed a 2-point
conversion try for the second time in the
game, leaving the door open for the Fal-
cons to win with a field goal.

Ryan needed just one play to burn the
Saints’ defense for his fourth completion
of more than 30 yards in the game —
and his second long connection with
Patterson. The versatile running back
beat rookie Paulson Adebo down the
right sideline to give him six catches for
126 yards on the day.

Even with top Falcons receiver Cal-
vin Ridley unavailable while addressing

Please see ATL, 2B

2 'T'Ds as Falcons top Saints 27-25

mental health issues, Ryan completed 23
of 30 passes without a turnover. Russell
Gage caught seven passes for 64 yards,
rookie tight end Kyle Pitts caught three
for 62 yards and Zaccheaus caught three
for 58 yards.

Saints coach Sean Payton started
Siemian on the heels of Jameis Win-
ston’s season-ending knee injury a week
ago, and intermittently mixed in Taysom
Hill behind center. Siemian passed for
249 yards and two touchdowns with-
out an interception, and Hill completed
both of his passes for 33 yards. But both

Butch Dill/AP
Atlanta Falcons running back Cordarrelle Patterson makes the
catch against New Orleans Saints defensive back Chauncey
Gardner-Johnson.
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Television & More

HIGHLIGHTS

7:00 AM - Ch.
A&E: PARKING
WARS (CC) A man
protests a ticket for
blocking an alley;
a man faces many
challenges getting
his car back. O

7:30 AM - Ch.
DISN: BLUEY (CC)
Animated. Bluey

decides to be Mum
during a game of
Kids!; Bluey’'s eyes
are opened to the
beauty of nature. ©
8:00 AM - Ch. 7:
THE KELLY CLARK-
SON SHOW (CC)
Spotlight singer
Ed Sheeran; Max
Greenfield; Ben Ver-
een; Ally Maki; Reba
McEntire performs.
(N) ® (60 mins.)
8:30 AM - Ch.
TLC: SAY YES TO
THE DRESS (CC)
Host Courtney Ca-
son wants a Mark
Zunino gown; a ball
gown for her New
Year's Eve wedding.
0

9:00 AM - Ch.
AMC: MOVIE **x*
“A Most Wanted
Man” (CC) An es-
caped militant’s at-
tempt to claim an
inheritance gives a
German agent the
chance to lay a trap

MONDAY MORNING

CM=Comcast AT=AT&T U-verse

NOVEMBER 8, 2021

7:00/7:30/8:00 8:30/9:00/9:30(10:0010:3011:0011:3012:0012:30 1:001:302:00|2:30|3:00 3:30 4:00 4:30
NETWORK & AREA CHANNELS

4 4 |The Morning Show (N) (CC) The Dr. Oz Show  |River City Live (N) |[News Medicare | The Real (N) (CC) |Wendy Williams | Kelly Clarkson News Inside
5 5 [Moly [Wild Hero  [Almas |Curious [Tiger  |Donkey |Elinor |Sesame [Pink  |Dinosaur|Clifford |Arthur [Xavier |Odd Wild  |Wild  [Kevin _|Kitchen |R.
(@D 7 17 |Nick Cannon (N) O |Kelly Clarkson The 700 Club (N)  |Wendy Williams | Maury 0 (CC) The People’s Court |Judge Mathis (N) | Paternity | Paternity | Jerry Springer & | Maury (N) 0 (CC)
(@m3 9 47 |CBS Mornings (N) 0 (CC) The Doctors (N) O |Let's Make a Deal |The Price Is Right |[News |Young & Restless \ Bold The Talk (N) (CC) |Tamron Hall (N) & |Dr. Phil (N) (CC)
@M 10 25 |Good Morning America (N) (CC) Kelly and Ryan Drew Barrymore | The View (N) (CC) |Makeup! |Divorce \GMA3: What General Hospital  |First Coast Living |25 Jeopardy
11 CBS Mornings (N) 0 (CC) Morning Break Let's Make a Deal |The Price Is Right |The Young & Restless \ Bold The Talk (N) (CC) |Drew Barrymore |News at |News
12 12 |Today (N) 0 (CC) Today 3rd Hour (N) | Today-Hoda First Coast Living |News Days of our Lives |Blast Blast Drew Barrymore  |Ellen DeGeneres
(I 13 30 |Action News Action News Minute |Minute |Rachael Ray (N) ® |Dr. Phil (N) (CC) |FamFeud|FamFeud  Steve Wilkos Show |Hot Hot Jerry Jerry Action N |Jdg Judy
18 112 |George |George |George |George |Broke |Broke |Broke |Broke |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends |Friends
(I 202 Molly | Wild Hero Almas | Curious |Tiger Donkey |Elinor |Sesame |Pink British Baking Sesame |Donkey |Tiger Go Luna |Nature |Wild Almas | Xavier
CHANNELS
(3 32 132 |Parking |Parking |Parking |Parking |Parking |Parking |Parking |Parking |Parking |Parking |Parking |Parking |Parking |Parking |The First48 (CC) |The First48 (CC) |The First 48 (CC)
(M 48 119 |Shark Al |Paid Prg. Medicare |Paid Prg. **x “A Most Wanted Man” (2014) (:15) * 2 “Gone in 60 Seconds” (2000) Nicolas Cage. (CC) *» “Robin Hood” (2018) Taron Egerton. (CC) \Total
(E® 35 35 |Bad Chad Customs Bad Chad Customs Fast N’ Loud (CC) |FastN’ Loud (CC) |FastN’ Loud (CC) |FastN’ Loud (CC) |FastN’Loud (CC) |FastN’ Loud (CC) |FastN’ Loud (CC) |FastN’ Loud (CC)
@ED 16 302 |Bluey O [Bluey O |Mickey [Squad [Spidey [Bluey 0 [Bluey O [Puppy [Bluey 0 [Bluey 0 |Ghost |Ghost |Ladybug [Big City |Big City |Big City |Jessie [Jessie |Big City [Big City
@ 56 134 |The E! True Hollywood Story 0 (CC) | The E! True Hollywood Story & (CC) | Daily Pop (N) (CC) |E! True Hollywood |Star Sisters *x “The Last Song” (2010) (CC) “The Last Song”
E2D 14 602 |SportsCenter (N) | Get Up (N) (Live) First Take (N) 0 (Live) (CC) SportsCenter (N) |SportsCenter (N) | This Just In (N) NFL Rewind (N)  |NFL Live (N) (CC)
G 15 606 | Keyshawn SportsCenter (N) | SportsCenter (CC) |Get Up First Take 0 (CC) SportsCenter (CC) |NBA Today (N) Jalen \This Just
GID 21 452 |Paid Prg.[Ninja  |Trisha’s [Trisha’s |Trisha’s [Trisha’s |The Kitchen (CC) [The Kitchen (CC) |The Kitchen (CC) |Holiday Wars Holiday Wars Holiday Wars Holiday Wars
[FSSE Jval MLS Soccer Post Sports |Sport.  |Fight Sports: Boxing Glory Kickboxing \Golf Breaking\Swing 18 Holes |Ala.Bass |Waves |Fish
ED 67 NHL Hockey Post Women’s College Volleyball Spotlight| Focused [World Poker NHL Hockey: Predators at Blackhawks Post Polaris |Icons
G 38 129|Mom & [Mom & [Mom 0 |Mom (0 [*x' “Safe” (2012) Jason Statham. *% “Mechanic: Resurrection” (2016) | x* % “BlacKkKlansman” (2018) John David Washington. x*x “Logan” O
[ HBO ) 802 | Section 60 Last Antlers |(8:55) “Anger Management” |(:45) * % “The Mummy” (1999) Brendan Fraser. ~ |(12:55) %% “Le Divorce” (2003) ‘PG-13' |(2:55) *x* “Hotel Rwanda” (2004)
CED 39 450 |Unsellable Houses |Unsellable Houses |Unsellable Houses |Unsellable Houses |Unsellable Houses |Unsellable Houses |Love It or List It Love It or List It Love It or List It Love It or List It
49 256 | American Pickers |American Pickers |American Pickers |American Pickers |American Pickers |American Pickers |American Pickers |American Pickers |American Pickers |The Center
28 360 |Joyce M. |Balance |Castle “Ghosts” O |Castle 0 (CC) Castle 0 (CC) Castle 0 (CC) Castle 0 (CC) Castle 0 (CC) Castle 0 (CC) Castle 0 (CC) Castle 0 (CC)
(MAX] 833 |(6:58) * 2 “The Tuxedo” |(:39) “The X-Files: | Want to Believe” [ (:25) x** “City Slickers” (1991) (CC)  [(:20) *** “Swingers” R (1:57) x** “Just Mercy” (2019) (CC)  |(:15) “Swimfan”
(TI37 145 |Paid Prg. |Paid Prg. |Bar Rescue (CC) |Bar Rescue (CC) |Bar Rescue (CC) |Bar Rescue (CC) |Bar Rescue (CC) |Bar Rescue (CC) |Mom O \Mom O [Mom 0 \Mom O |Two Men \Two Men
40 250 |Say Yes |Say Yes |Say Yes \Say Yes |Say Yes \Say Yes [1000-Lb. Sisters O |1000-Lb. Sisters & |1000-Lb. Sisters & |1000-Lb. Sisters & |1000-Lb. Sisters O |1000-Lb. Sisters & |The Family Chantel
[ 17 108 [Charmed O (CC) |Charmed 0 (CC) |Charmed O (CC) |Supernatural (CC) |Supernatural (CC) |Supernatural (CC) |***“Star Wars: The Force Awakens” (2015) “Star Wars: Jedi”
42 325 |Caillou [Caillou |[Pocoyo [Pocoyo |Thomas [Thomas |Bing (N) [(:20)Bing|Bing  [Pocoyo |Caillu [Caillou |Mush [Mush [Gumball [Gumball [Gumball |Gumball |Craig |Craig
(HY 25 124 |NCIS “Alibi” O Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. O Chicago P.D. 0 Chicago P.D. 0 Chicago P.D. 0 Chicago P.D. O Chicago P.D. 0 Chicago P.D. 0
MONDAY EVENING CM=Comcast AT=AT&T U-verse NOVEMBER 8, 2021

cmAT | 5:00 | 5:30  6:00 | 6:30 7:00 7:30 | 8:00  8:30 | 9:00 | 9:30 10:00|10:30 11:00 11:30|12:00 12:30

for a well-regard- NETWORK & AREA CHANNELS
ed Muslim scholar | 4 4 |News4JAX |News4JAX |News4JAX |News4JAX |ET Inside Ed. |LastMan |LastMan |BigBang |BigBang |The100’Clock News |News4JAX |DailyMailTV|Sheldon |black-ish
who is suspected M@ 5 5 |Finding Your Roots News BBC News |PBS NewsHour (N)’ Antiques Roadshow (N) |Antiques Roadshow’ | Memphis Belle-Final Reel South |Reel South |PBS NewsHour (CC)
of financing terror- |g@m 7 17 [TwoMen [TwoMen |Mom (CC) |Mom (CC) |BigBang |Sheldon |All American (N)(CC) |4400 (N)’ (CC) Dateline’ (CC) News4JAX |Seinfeld’ |Seinfeld’ |Law-SVU
ists. Philip Seymour I 9 47 |News News News CBS News |Judge Judy|FamFeud |Neighbor [Bob Heart |NCIS “Docked” (N)’ NCIS: Hawai'i (N)’ News Late Show-Colbert Corden
Hoffman,  Rachel |emm ™0 95 [FirstCoast Newsat5 |News ABC News |News Extra(N) |Dancing With the Stars “Janet Jackson Night” (N) |Backstage Pass News Jimmy Kimmel Live!” | Nightline
mg';?:gs-(; ?:rnsedilg 11 News at5 |News Newsat6 |CBSNews |Newsat7 |ET Neighbor \Bob Heart \NCIS “Docked” (N)’ NCIS: Hawai'i (N)’ News at 11 | Late Show-Colbert Corden
mins.) ’ v 12 12 |News News News NBC News |Wheel Jeopardy! |The Voice The top 20 artists perform. (N) (CC) (:01) The Lost Symbol | News Tonight Show-J. Fallon |Meyers
9:30 AM - ch. |CED 13 30 |News News News News Jags Hollywood |9-1-1 “Ghost Stories”  |(:01) The Big Leap (N) |News Jax |News News (:35) TMZ Live (N) (CC) |Mod Fam
TLC: SAY YES TO 18 112[Sheldon  |Sheldon  [Sheldon [Sheldon  |BigBang [BigBang |BigBang [BigBang [BigBang [BigBang |[Close Last 0.G. |Amer.Dad [Amer.Dad [Burgers  |Burgers
THE DRESS (CC) A |@ID202 0dd Squad | Arthur PBS NewsHour (N)’ Growing Native (CC) | Antiques Roadshow (N) |Antiques Roadshow’ |Secret Service Independent Lens “Ferguson Rises” | Antiques
sexy dress to suit a CABLE CHANNELS
vixen image, a bride (g 39 132 | The First 48’ (CC) The First 48 (CC) The First 48 (CC) Hoarders “Carl” Carl wants to clean up his life. (N) | (:01) Intervention (N)’ | (:04) Hoarders’ (CC)  |(12:03) Hoarders “Carl”
who wants to show | ama™467419 [(4:30) »» “Total Recall” (1990) (CC) »1 “Real Steel” (2011, Action) Hugh Jackman, Evangeline Lilly. (CC) » “Pacific Rim” (2013) Charlie Hunnam, Diego Klattenhoff. (CC)
{?gcl)'\rtefitaﬁg goa\]/\?r? Oa (E® 35 35 |(4:00) Fast N’ Loud’ Street Outlaws Street Outlaws Street Outlaws “Chasers” Ryan Martin is back in first place. (N) ' (CC) Street Outlaws ' (CC)
10:00 AM - .Ch. (ED 16 302 |Bunk'd’ \Bunk’d’ Ladybug \Ladybug Big City \Big City  |Big City \Big City  |Disney’s Magic Bake-Off | Big City ~ |Big City  |Ladybug |Ladybug |Ladybug |Ladybug
HIST: AMERICAN |G 56 134 |(4:00) “The Last Song” |- “17 Again” (2009) Zac Efron. (CC) »1 “17 Again” (2009) Zac Efron. (CC) E! True Hollywood Story | Nightly Pop | Hollywood |Sex-City  |Sex-City
PICKERS (ce) GID 14 602 |Around \Interruption Monday Night Countdown (N) (Live) (CC) NFL Football Chicago Bears at Pittsburgh Steelers. (N) (Live) Postgame | SportsCenter NFL
(DVS) Mike raves |GEIB15 606 |NFL Live (CC) SportsCenter (N) (CC) [SportsCenter (N) (CC) |Blood | Top Rank |Boxing |Boxing Blood PFL2021 |SportCtr
over a Volkswagen |@IN) 21 452 |Holiday Wars (CC) Holiday Baking Championship (CC) Holiday Baking Championship “Yule Be Merry” (N)| Christmas Cookie \The Big Bake (N) (CC) |Holiday Baking
bus that's been |GB N O’Neill Out. | Sportsman |Epic Trails |[Sports Fight Sports: Boxing (N) [Inside [Pregame | NBA Basketball Atlanta Hawks at Golden State Warriors. (N)  [Postgame
transformed into |GED 67 Carolina  |N.C. State |AVP Pro Beach Volley |AVP Pro Beach Volley \Tennis Champions Series: The Greenbrier Classic.| Tennis Classics \Life \Shogun Fights
a hunting lodge @y 38 129 (4:00)>» “Logan” (2017) Hugh Jackman.’ »»1 “The Martian” (2015) Matt Damon, Jessica Chastain. ' (CC) »1 “The Martian” (2015) Matt Damon, Jessica Chastain. ’ (CC)
on wheels. © (60 (g0} 802 |Last Week |Axios’ Succession’ (CC) (:06) »» “Voyagers” (2021) Tye Sheridan. (CC) We're Here (N)’ (CC)  [(:01) We're Here (CC)  [Insecure  [(:31) Axios [(12:02) Succession’
mlns..) CEB 39 450 |LoveltorListIt(CC) |Loveltor Listlt Love ltor Listt (CC)  |Love It or List It (N) (:01) Love It or List It (N) | (:01) Call the Closer (N) |(:01) Love Iltor Listlt  |Love It or List It (CC)
23-2_-3&3“""0& °w"bﬁi 49 256 |»»F “A Few Good Men” (1992) Tom Cruise, Jack Nicholson.’ (CC) > “The Shawshank Redemption” (1994) Tim Robbins.” (CC) (:07) American Pickers | “Shawshank”
DER.S WHY (CC) 28 360 |Castle’ (CC) \Castle’(CC) \Castle “Love Me Dead” |Castle’ (CC) \Castle “The Fifth Bullet” |(:03) Castle ' (CC) (:03) Castle’ (CC) (12:01) Castle ' (CC)
(DVS)  Animated. [MAX] 833 |Swimfan  |(:41) » “Child 44” (2015, Mystery) Tom Hardy. ‘R’ (CC) »1 “Snitch” (2013) Dwayne Johnson. ‘PG-13’ (9:54) »» “Beverly Hills Cop” ‘R’ |(:40) 1 “Beverly Hills Cop II”
The Exploring Club GTI37 145 |TwoMen |Two Men |Two Men \Two Men |Movie’(CC) \»i “The Intern” (2015) Robert De Niro. ' (CC) Movie ' (CC)
discovers that there [ 40 250 | The Family Chantel’ The Family Chantel’ The Family Chantel”  [The Family Chantel (N) [90 Day: The Single Life An unexpected appearance from Brittany. (N) (CC) |The Family Chantel’
is an entire commu- [ 17 108 |(4:00) »>F “Star Wars: The Last Jedi” (2017) (:15) » 1 “Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker” (2019) Carrie Fisher. (CC) (DVS) (:17) »» “Star Wars: A New Hope” (1977) Mark Hamill.
nity of critters living |@ID 42 325 |Craig | Teen Titans | Teen Titans [ Teen Titans | Teen Titans Go! “Batman’s Birthday Gift’ (CC)  [Burgers  [Burgers  [Amer. Dad |Amer.Dad [Amer.Dad |Rick, Morty [Squidbillies| Aqua Teen
under logs. O 25 124 |Chicago P.D. “8:30 PM” |Chicago P.D. “My Way” |Chicago P.D.’ \WWE Monday Night RAW (N) ' (Live) (CC) America’s Big Deal Law & Order: SVU

Larson

Continued from page 1B

said, his voice quivering.
“I didn’t even think I'd be a
racing a car a year-and-a-half
ago. To win a championship?
Crazy!”

Larson led seven times for
a race-high 108 laps but was
running fourth, last among
the title contenders, as Martin
Truex Jr. and Denny Hamlin
controlled the championship
late in a pair of Toyotas.

Then a caution reset every-
thing.

Because he won the pole
Saturday in the qualifying,
Larson had the first stall on
pit road and the shortest sprint
back onto the track of the four
title contenders. He silently
prayed for a flawless service
call from his Hendrick Mo-
torsports crew to get the No.
5 Chevrolet back on track
ahead of his three title rivals.

Wow, did the No. 5 team
deliver.

Larson’s crew performed
its second-fastest stop of the
season — a span that stretch-
es 38 races — and Larson
went from last among the fi-
nal four to first.

Larson controlled the re-
start with 25 laps remaining,
quickly cleared Truex, then
held off several of Truex’s
challenges. There was no
stopping Larson, just as he’s
been impossible to stop all
season, and he drove to his
10th Cup victory of the year.

He beat Truex to the finish
line by an easy .398 seconds.

“There were so many
points in this race where I did
not think we were going to
win,” Larson said. “Without
my pit crew on that last stop,
we would not be standing
right here. They are the true
winners of this race. They are
true champions.

“I’'m just blessed to be a

part of this group. Every sin-
gle man or person, man and
woman at Hendrick Motor-
sports, this win is for all of
us, and every one of you. This
is unbelievable. 'm speech-
less.”

Truex, the 2017 champi-
on, finished second and was
followed by Hamlin, his Joe
Gibbs Racing teammate.
Hamlin is O for 5 in cham-
pionship finales and was the
only driver among the final
four contenders who did not
lead a lap Sunday.

Truex has finished second
in the championship stand-
ings three times in the four
seasons since his 2017 title.

“Ultimately, we needed
to beat him off pit road. It’s
unfortunate, but we win and
lose as a team,” Truex said.
“That’s three times we’ve
been second, and that sucks.
Second hurts, I'm not going
to lie, especially with the car
we had and the job the guys
did.”

Hamlin, who raced Larson
all season for the regular-sea-
son title that ultimately went
to Larson, has firmly main-
tained that Larson should be
the champion. But it didn’t
soften the blow of another
title defeat for the three-time
Daytona 500 winner.

“Any time you can win 10
races in a year, you're abso-
lutely a deserving champi-
on,” Hamlin said. “They did
a great job on the last pit stop
and got him out there, and he
just set sail after that. Proud
of my team ... just a really
good year. A really, really
good year, and things just
didn’t pan out.”

Chase Elliott, the reigning
champion and NASCAR'’s
most popular driver, led 94
laps but finished fourth.

“T was really proud of our
group. I thought we brought a
really good car ... just didn’t
work out,” Elliott said. “But
look, proud of our team,

a lot to build on, and also
congrats to Kyle .. very,
very deserving champions,
and glad to see Kyle have
success.

“When you’re a good driv-
er and a good person and you
surround yourself with good
people, success is warranted.
It’s good to see that.”

Larson seemed to have
tears in his eyes on his
cooldown lap as he celebrat-
ed a career-defining moment
he wasn’t sure would happen
last year. He was fired four
races into the season and
lost nearly every sponsor for
his use of a racial slur while
racing online, and Larson re-
treated to his sprint car roots
to rebuild his life.

He volunteered for multiple
different grassroots organiza-
tions as Larson went on a per-
sonal journey to learn more
about himself, as well as so-
cial justice issues. It was Rick
Hendrick who decided to give
him another chance and he
hired Larson once NASCAR
lifted his suspension.

Larson watched last year’s
championship race from the
competition compound on
the Hendrick Motorsports
campus in North Carolina. A
year later, he gave Hendrick
its 14th Cup title.

Larson won five of the 10
playoff races and tied Tony
Stewart in 2011 for most wins
in a single playoff season. He
also broke Jeff Gordon’s 20-
year record of most laps led in
a single season. The 29-year-
old from Elk Grove, Califor-
nia, joins Gordon, Kevin Har-
vick and Jimmie Johnson as
champions from the Golden
State.

The win by Larson halted
Toyotas bid to sweep cham-
pionship weekend. Toyota
drivers won the Truck and
Xfinity Series titles to open
the weekend, but Larson gave
Chevrolet the biggest trophy
of them all.
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placement with the top five
runners.

Once the race was fin-
ished, the team was left on
edge waiting for the results.
It wasn’t until Westminster
School of Augusta was read
as the second-place finish-
ers that Bumgartner felt the
feeling of finally.

“It was kind of this feeling
of finally,” Bumgartner said
after earning the state title.
“We have been so close for
three years now and finally
the hard work has paid off.
The talent has been there and
I'm just so happy that they
got to experience that, espe-
cially the seniors. It’s their

senior year and they get to
experience being state cham-
pions because not many
high schools kids get to say
that.”

The Knights senior group
of Katelyn Sitz, Merrill
Been, Kate Walbridge, and
Runyan will cement their
names in history at Frederica
Knights as state champions.

On the boys side, they
were able to come away with
the second place trophy only
behind Westminster.

Seniors Andrew Kaminer
(18:19.20) and Grant Offner
(18:35.34) finished inside
the top-10, giving the team
key points to stay close to
Westminster for as long as
possible.

Bumgartner has been
proud of the boys team and
how they have progressed

the last four years.

“The guys have really
climbed up the last four
years,” Bumgartner said.
“They have slowly gotten
better and better. This is the
best they have finished in a
while. The guys worked hard
to get that second-place re-
sult.”

Last year’s team finished
third, this year they finished
second. It seems only right
that the boys team runs away
next year with the state title.

“I hope so that’s what
happened with the girls,”
Bumgartner said laughing.
“Fingers crossed. We’ve got
to get a couple more kids to
replace the seniors gradu-
ating because we are going
to really miss them. But 'm
excited for the future of the
program.”

ATL
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quarterbacks were hindered
by a combination of penal-
ties, dropped passes and pro-
tection breakdowns.

James Vaughters’ blind-
side sack and strip of Siemian
set up Atlanta’s final TD af-
ter linebacker Steven Means
recovered and returned the
fumble 32 yards to the New
Orleans 6.

But New Orleans rallied

for three straight TDs in the
final eight minutes, starting
with Siemian’s 5-yard pass to
Marquez Callaway, then Al-
vin Kamara’s 2-yard scoring
run with 4:35 to go.

The Saints failed on a
2-point try after Kamara’s
touchdown, but New Orleans
sacked Ryan for the first two
times all game to force a punt
and set up its late, go-ahead
possession.

At that point, the crowd in
the Superdome, which had
been booing and grumbling
earlier, was in a joyous frenzy
— until Ryan silenced it with

his deep throw to Patterson.

Ryan’s 39-yarder to Pitts
set up the game’s opening
score on Koo’s 32-yard field
goal. The Saints looked
poised to at tie it when they
drove to the Atlanta 28, but
then went backward 20 yards
on three penalties and wound
up punting.

Atlanta made it 10-0 on
their final drive of the first
half. Ryan converted three
third downs — on a scramble
and passes to Pitts and Gage
— during a 92-yard drive
that ended with Zaccheaus’
3-yard catch.
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— it probably should have been
a roughing call — and Wright
got one more chance.

He missed left again from
42 yards out.

Wright did have three field
goals for all his team’s points,

hitting from 39, 55 and 21
yards.
LAWRENCE SCARE

Jaguars rookie quarterback
Trevor Lawrence, the first
overall pick in the 2021 draft,
was helped to the locker room
after injuring his right ankle
in the second quarter. He re-
turned a few plays later. Still,
it was a huge scare for the
home team.

Rookie left tackle Walker
Little, making his first start
in place of Cam Robinson
(back), was pushed into Law-
rence and stepped on him
during a passing play.

Lawrence tried to put
weight on his ankle and
couldn’t. Trainers helped him
straight to the locker room
for  tests  before  he
returned.
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