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Frederica Academy fresh-
man phenom Jack Roberts 
is set to compete in the most 
prestigious event in junior 
golf next week in the Junior 
Invitational at Sage Valley.

But fi rst Golfweek’s top-
ranked golfer in the Class 
of 2025 warmed up for the 
tournament by fi nishing 
second in the 2022 Dustin 
Johnson World Junior held 
at TPC Myrtle Beach last 
weekend.

One of only two freshman 
in a fi eld made up of the 
top 60 players in the nation, 
Roberts battled back from a 

fi ve-stroke defi cit in the fi nal 
round to take senior Univer-
sity of Virginia commit Ben 
James to a playoff.

“First day, I hit it pret-
ty solid and didn’t end up 
making a lot of putts, and I 
think I was like fi ve back af-
ter that,” Roberts said. “Still 
in contention, I guess. Then 
I shot I pretty stress-free 67, 
5 under, and the leader Ben 
James shot 5 under, so I was 
still fi ve back going into the 
fi nal round.”

Playing in the second to 
last group on the fi nal day 
of the tournament, Roberts 
let the course come to him. 
After starting his round with 
a bogey, Roberts evened his 

round with a birdie on No. 5 
and made the turn before a 
bogey on No. 11 set him back 
to 1 over.

But with the leaders strug-
gling a bit on a tough play-
ing course, Roberts knew he 
would have a chance if he 
could just fi nish at even par. 
He did one better, birding 
Nos. 15 and 18 to close the 
round at 1-under 71.

“I was fi ve back, which is 
very unlikely against like 
Ben James and Caleb Surratt 
to come back from that defi -
cit,” Roberts said. “But I kept 
looking at the leaderboard 
every other hole to see how I 

Frederica’s Jack Roberts places 2nd 

at Dustin Johnson World Junior
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Frederica Academy’s Jack Roberts looks over a putt during the FA Invitational on Monday.

QUITE THE DANDY
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Glynn Academy’s Jack Anderson, le� , celebrates with Jacob Mancil a� er scoring the tying run in the bottom of the fi � h in Game 3 of a series against South 
Effi  ngham on Thursday at Wainwright Field.

Gus Gandy 
lifts Terrors in 
finale against 

Mustangs

ddavis@thebrunswicknews.com

railing by a run enter-
ing the bottom half of 
the ninth inning of a 

Region 2-6A showdown, Ter-
rors head coach John Welborn 
rallied his team in the dugout 
and implored them to respond.

with the intensity of postseason 
baseball, No. 4 Glynn Acade-
my (11-1, 2-1) scored two runs 
in the decisive frame to walk 
off with a 6-5 victory over No. 

Wainwright Field.
With one out and the win-

ning run 90 feet away, Gus 
Gandy drilled a pitch high 

Tankersley plenty of airspace 
to tag up at and roll into home 
— igniting the celebration.

“Once they went ahead right 
there in extra innings, I kind of 
pulled the guys up, and I just 
told them to just relax, slow 
their breathing, act like it’s 
a 0-0 ballgame, and let’s see 
what happens,” Welborn said. 
“And we found a way to win.”

had been a tie game since the 

ninth on a pair on calls that 
drew the ire of the home crowd. 

outs, the Mustangs singled to 

ahead of the advancing runner.
Tankersley laid down the 

tag, but the umpire ruled the 
runner slid in safely, keeping 
the inning alive.

More controversy followed 
in the ensuing at-bat when the 
Mustangs scored the go-ahead 

short. Gandy corralled the ball

AREA ROUNDUP
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The Frederica Academy ten-
nis teams earn convincing re-
gion win over Pinewood Chris-
tian on Thursday.

The Frederica boys won 5-0, 
while the girls won 4-1. None 
of the 10 matches went past 
two sets.

For the boys, they dictated the 
courts by shutting out the Patri-
ots. In singles, Adam Elsharka-
wi won 6-1, 6-0 at No. 1, Dylan 
McHugh breezed with a 6-0, 
6-2 wins at No. 2, and No. 3 
Whitmarsh Tennant ended the 
singles run with a 6-1, 6-0 win.

In the doubles portion of the 
match, the Knights’ swept the 
Patriots as Grant Offner and 
Jaxson Grotz won 6-3, 6-1 at 
No. 1, while No. 2 Andrew Ka-
miner and Trey Walbridge bat-
tled for a 7-5, 6-2 victory.

On the girls’ side, Frederica 
dominated from the start. No. 1 
Merrill Been won 6-1, 6-0 and 
Kate Walbridge won 6-0, 6-1 as 
the No. 2. To end the singles, Ali 
Brown-Winas swept the compe-
tition with two 6-0 set wins.

The No. 1 duo of Mavry Drig-
gers and Emily Wyrick lost 6-3, 
6-4 but the Knights split the 
doubles contest with a 6-2, 6-1 
win by No. 2 Maggie Kaselak 
and Oleta Kate Mitchell.

Frederica head coach Brian 
Wyrick said he was happy to 
get another region win against 
Pinewood. He was proud of how 
his team played both in singles 
and doubles play.

TEN: Coastal Georgia 
sweeps Marian University
The No. 24 Mariners’ mens 

tennis program have won fi ve 
straight matches, the latest be-
ing a 6-1 win over Marian.

In singles, Coastal dominated 
the courts with fi ve of six wins 
coming from a Mariner. No. 3 
Mohamed Belcora (6-1, 6-2) 
and No. 4 Felix Arroyo (6-1, 
6-1) set the tone early for Coast-
al and watched their teammates 
rally for big wins.

On the doubles side, Coastal 
took two out of three matches 
with 6-3 victories by No. 1 Ar-
thur Figuiere/Lucas Landaluce 
and No. 3 Bautista Chiaradia/
Augstin Leguizamon.

FA tennis 

crushes 

Pinewood

 Please see GLYNN,  2B

 Please see AREA,  2B

 Please see JACK,  2B
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and tossed it to first base-
man Tom Echols, who had 
to stretch to make the grab. 
He was ruled to be off the 
bag, counting the run that 
crossed the home during 
the play.

Luke Barch shook off the 
calls and punched out the 
next batter to keep the dam-
age limited to a run, but the 
Terrors still had work to do, 
having only scored in one of 
their last 17 innings against 
the Mustangs.

“I pulled them up in the 
dugout, and I was talking 
to them just like, ‘We’ve got 
to respond,’” Welborn said. 
“‘They’re not doing any-
thing we haven’t seen, let’s 
just go in there and do what 
we’re coached to do,’ and 
stuff started working.”

Spence Hartman walked 
on four pitches to lead off 
the bottom of the frame be-
fore advancing to second on 
a wild pitch during the en-
suing at-bat, which ended in 
a walk to Tanklersley.

Another wild pitch al-
lowed Hartman to take 
third, and on the next pitch, 
Tankersley took off for 
second. South Effingham’s 
catcher attempted to gun 
down Tankersley, who piv-
oted back to first to initiate 
the rundown. Hartman took 
advantage of the chaos to 
slide into home just as the 
Mustangs realized what was 
happening, tying the game 
and allowing Tankersley 
safe passage to second base 
in the process.

Hank Noonan ended the 
at-bat with a bunt single 
that pushed the Tankersley 
to third before South Eff-
ingham secured the first out 
on a pop ball on the infield. 
But the next out would be 
a productive one, Gandy’s 

towering fly ball scoring the 
series-winning run.

Gandy finished the con-
test 2-for-4 with four RBIs 
on a dandy evening for 
the sophomore shortstop, 
whose heroics began before 
the ninth inning.

Through four and a half 
frames, the Terrors trailed 
4-0, bouts of uncharacter-
istic sloppy play costing the 
team for the second consec-
utive game. Glynn Acade-
my made three errors and 
hit two batters while giving 
up a nine-run inning in a 
10-0 loss in Game 2 of the 
series Tuesday in Guyton.

More miscues fueled 
South Effingham on Thurs-
day when its leadoff batter 
reached on an error, mov-
ing to second on the errant 
throw to first. The next 
Mustang laid down a bunt, 
and the Terrors failed in 
their attempt to cut down 
the runner advancing to 
third, giving them runners 
on the corners.

A wild pitch allowed the 
first run to score, and while 
trying to cut down the runner 
advancing to third, Glynn 
Academy nearly allowed an-
other to cross when the throw 
went over the head of Tank-
ersley, but the outfielder was 
close enough to field the ball 
and hold the runner — mo-
mentarily, at least.

The Terrors nearly got 
out of the frame when the 

Mustangs hit a ground ball 
to shortstop. Gandy flipped 
the ball to Jacob Mancil, 
who stepped on second 
and threw down to first in 
an attempt to complete the 
inning-ending double play, 
but the throw was off target, 
allowing the runner to reach 
safely as South Effingham 
went up 2-0.

But, unlike Game 2, Glynn 
Academy was able to limit 
the damage to a manageable 
degree, and even as South 
Effingham tacked on a run 
over each of the next two in-
nings, the Terrors were still 
within striking distance.

And strike they did.
Jackson Bufkin led off 

the bottom of the fifth with 
a single, and after falling 
down 0-2, Devlin worked a 
walk in the ensuing at-bat. 
Hartman followed with a 
single to left to load the bas-
es with no outs, and sudden-
ly, trailing 4-0, Glynn was 
showing signs of life.

After a strikeout, the Ter-
rors got on the scoreboard 
on Noonan’s sacrifice fly to 
center, but with two outs, the 
rally was in danger, that is, 
until Anderson grinded out a 
walk, bringing Gandy to the 
plate the the bases juiced.

On the sixth pitch of the 
at-bat, Gandy lined a pitch 
to left, clearing the bases 
and tying the game on the 
clutch double.

At that point, the Terrors’ 

relative struggles of the past 
72 hours seemed to melt 
away. After allowing runs 
in each of the previous three 
innings, Glynn retired South 
Effingham in order in the 
top of the sixth, and despite 
an error allowing a runner 
to reach first safely with two 
outs in the seventh, the Ter-
rors promptly picked him 
off to end the frame on the 
base paths.

“Baseball is a hard game, 
and we’ve been hot for a 
while,” Welborn said. “The 
last couple of days, we kind 
of had not been ourselves, 
but that’s typical in baseball 
— you hit those little lulls. 
But fortunately enough, we 
found it somewhere in the 
middle of that game, and 
found a way to win.”

Rolling now, Barch sat 
down the Mustangs in order 
in the eighth before the con-
tentious calls in the ninth. 
The sophomore transfer 
from Alaska pitched six full 
innings in relief, allowing 
just two runs.

Glynn nearly ended the 
game in the bottom of the 
seventh when Tankersley 
worked a one-out walk, 
and two batters later, An-
derson doubled to right, but 
the the winning run held 
up at third, and the inning 
ended on a strikeout in the 
ensuing at-bat.

The Terrors didn’t ex-
pect anything to come easy 
against the defending region 
champions, but the team’s 
resiliency in a matchup of 
top 5 programs bodes well 
for Glynn Academy’s own 
title hopes.

“They’re a great team 
over there, they do every-
thing right,” Welborn said. 
“We kind of struggled ear-
ly, we gave them some outs. 
It’s probably not this close 
if we play the game a little 
better early on, but what I 
liked is that we came back 
and we responded.”

Glynn
Continued from page  1B
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Glynn Academy’s Trent Tankersley celebrates scoring the game-winning run in the bottom of the ninth in Game 3 of a series against 
South Effingham on Thursday at Wainwright Field.

Derrick Davis/The Brunswick News

Glynn Academy’s Jacob Mancil lays down a bunt during Game 3 
against South Effingham on Thursday at Wainwright Field.

Coastal takes on No. 24 
Milligan University today in 
Hilton Head, South Carolina.

On the women’s side, 
Coastal pulled off the up-
set over No. 23 Marian 
University in convincing 
fashion, 4-1.

Coastal set the tone early 
with two doubles victories 
by No. 1 Eva Rubio/Mari-
anela Landi and No. 2 Ana 
Gonzalez/Caitlyn Napier.

For the singles portion, the 
Mariners won three of the 
four points possible before 
clinching on a 4-6, 6-1, 10-4 
comeback by Gonzalez. Ru-
bio (7-5, 1-6, 10-5) and Landi 
(6-3, 6-0) made quick work 
of their Knights counterparts 
to push the team into clinch-
ing position for Gonzalez. 
The rest of the matches will 
remain as unfinished after 
a quick finish to the match  
because of weather.

Coastal looks to build off 
its upset victory with match 
against Milligan University 
today.

Area
Continued from page  1B

was. I like looking at leader-
boards to see where I am be-
cause sometimes I feel like 
I go for things too much. If 
I’m right in it, maybe I don’t 
have to play as aggressive.”

Roberts nearly won out-
right against James, who had 
a difficult round, bogeying 
four of his first six holes be-
fore birding No. 9 to salvage 
a 3 over at the turn. Howev-
er, the relief was short-lived 
with the leader double bo-
geying No. 10.

James managed a pair of 
birdies before another double 
bogey on No. 15 set him back 
once more. But James sank a 
clutch birdie putt on No. 18 to 
tie Roberts at 6-under 210 for 
the tournament, sending the 
event to a playoff.

Unfortunately for Rob-
erts, after making up the 
large deficit, he sliced his tee 
shot left on the first hole of 
the playoff, while James set 
himself on the center of the 
fairway, and he could never 
recover.

Roberts is never satisfied 
when he’s not hoisting the 
trophy at the end of an event, 
but in retrospect, he’s hap-
py with how the weekend 
turned out.

“Going into that week, I 
wanted to win, but I didn’t 
really think I was going to,” 
Roberts said. “So anything 
top 5 or something around 
there would be a good finish 
with that competition. It was 
a really good field.”

Playing in premiere events 
is hardly novel for Roberts 
any longer, but he enjoyed 
his first experience at a tour-
nament hosted by Johnson, 
who was formerly the top-
ranked golfer in the world.

Johnson was on hand 

during the practice round and 
held a clinic providing tips to 
the field in attendance before 
departing to compete in The 
Players Championship.

Roberts is proving to play 
his best golf on the biggest 
stages. The 14-year-old has 
already won a pair of Future 
Masters and the Southern 
Junior Championship in the 
past few years.

At this point, Roberts is 
using prep competition as a 
chance to just have a good 
time out on the course.

“High school golf is just 
kind of like, you go out there, 
have fun, and try to put up a 
good round,” Roberts said. 
“In tournaments, you need 
to put up a good round, so 
you’re just more focused.

“Usually in high school 
golf, you get to play with 
more of your buddies. I 
wouldn’t say you don’t care 
about it, but you just don’t re-
ally care. You’re just having 
fun in high school golf.”

At Frederica Academy’s 
annual invitational held this 
week at Osprey Cove, confi-
dence exuded from Roberts, 
who nonchalantly lounged 
on his bag and scrolled his 
phone while waiting to tee 
off on the backside of the 
course. He snacked on chips 
as he strolled to the green and 
knocked down a putt en route 
to a ho-hum round of 70.

“I’m just more confident in 
every aspect of my game,” 
Roberts said. “Now, I feel like 
I can hit shots that I want to. I 
feel like last year, I was just an 
average golfer — not average, 
but now I can hit the shots that 
I could see me hitting.”

The ultimate test of Rob-
erts’ game will come March 
17-19 when he tees off 
against an elite field of the 
best amateur golfers from 
around the world at Sage 
Valley with a Gold Jacket on 
the line.

Jack
Continued from page  1B
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Frederica Academy’s Jack Roberts lounges at a tee box during the 
FA Invitational on Monday at Osprey Cove.

By CHARLES ODUM
Associated Press

Georgia coach Tom Crean has 
been fired in a much-anticipated an-
nouncement a day after the end of a 
26-loss season.

Georgia announced Thursday 
night Crean will not return for his 
fifth season. The quick decision 
comes less than 24 hours after the 
Bulldogs’ 86-51 to Vanderbilt in the 
first round of the Southeastern Con-
ference Tournament in Tampa on 
Wednesday night.

Georgia (6-26) set a school record 
for most losses in a season while los-
ing its final 12 games. The Bulldogs 
won only one SEC game, setting an-
other low for the program.

Crean was 47-75 overall and 15-58 
in SEC games in four seasons. He 
was been unable to duplicate the suc-
cess he enjoyed at Marquette, where 
he advanced to the Final Four, or In-
diana, where he coached three Sweet 
16 teams.

Georgia athletic director Josh 
Brooks thanked Crean and his fam-
ily for their commitment to the pro-
gram and said Crean “demonstrated 
unquestionable effort and enthusi-
asm in what he has attempted to ac-
complish at Georgia.

“That said, our expectation is to 
compete for postseason success in all 
21 sports,” Brooks said in a statement 
released by the school. “We believe a 
leadership change in men’s basketball 
is needed to achieve our goals.”

Some former Georgia players al-
ready have lobbied for Brooks to 
hire former Georgia player and assis-
tant Jonas Hayes, the associate head 
coach at Xavier.

Crean was unable to find a way to 
prevent the free fall of 20 losses in 
the final 21 games of the season.

When asked if he had addressed 
his job status with his players be-
fore Wednesday night’s game, Crean 
said: “You know what? Anything 
with my situation, that’s got to go 
through the athletic department, 
right? That’s not a thing I spend a lot 
of time on and I just coach my team 
every day. That’s what my focus is.”

Crean was hired by Brooks’ pre-
decessor, Greg McGarity.

The buyout clause in the six-
year, $19.8 million contract Crean 
signed in 2018 decreased from $7.2 

million to $3.2 million with the 
end of the season.

Crean couldn’t overcome the in-
ability to keep his best players in 
the offseason. Georgia’s two lead-
ing scorers from last season trans-
ferred to other SEC schools — point 
guard Sahvir Wheeler to Kentucky 
and guard K.D. Johnson to Auburn. 
Yet another player who could have 
played a key role this season, Tye Fa-
gan, transferred to Mississippi.

The losses of the three players 
through the transfer portal was dev-

astating. Georgia then lost two play-
ers to season-ending knee injuries.

The Bulldogs’ only returning 
starter, forward P.J. Horne, was hurt 
before the season. Jailyn Ingram av-
eraged 10.7 points and six rebounds 
through nine games before hurting 
his knee in early December. Crean 
said he didn’t have a true power for-
ward the remainder of the season. As 
a result, the Bulldogs plummeted to 
the bottom of the SEC standings.

Crean’s highlight at Georgia was 
signing Anthony Edwards, who be-
came the NBA’s No. 1 overall draft 
pick by Minnesota in 2020 following 
a season in Athens. But even with the 
dynamic talents of Edwards, Geor-
gia finished 16-16 overall and 5-13 in 
the SEC in the 2019-20 season.

Crean said the coronavirus pan-
demic, which dramatically cut down 
on in-person visits, shut down his 
opportunity to take advantage of 
the recruiting boost he would have 
otherwise expected from having 
a Georgia player selected as the 
NBA’s top draft pick. Instead, Crean 
increasingly was forced to rely on 
transfers.

Georgia’s only winning season 
under Crean was a 14-12 finish in 
2020-21, when the Bulldogs were 
7-11 in the conference.

Georgia fires Tom Crean following 26 losses in 4th season

Chris O’Meara/AP

Georgia coach Tom Crean calls a play against Vanderbilt during a game in the Southeastern Conference men’s tournament 
Wednesday in Tampa, Fla.


