
Mission statement 

vision  & Values

OUR GRADUATES WILL BE  

CREATIVE, 
CRITICAL THINKERS, 

COLLABORATORS, 
EFFECTIVE 

COMMUNICATORS  
AND ETHICAL 

CITIZENS.

V I S I O N V A L U E S

TO inspire & equip OUR STUDENTS 
FOR MEANINGFUL LIVES 
OF LEADERSHIP AND SERVICE 
AS WORLD CITIZENS.

district     distinctions
2016-2017

moment for mission
D7 students and faculty are distinguished by a variety of 
accomplishments. To celebrate and advance the culture 
that fuels these collective wins for our community, 
Superintendent Dr. Russell Booker introduced A Moment 
for Mission in 2016. In these occasional bulletins to all 
personnel, A Moment for Mission features District–wide 
examples of what it actually looks like to live out the 
mission and values we espouse.
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district     data
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WITH ADVANCED DEGREES

GRADUATION RATE
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6th consecutive year)

IN SCHOLARSHIPS AWARDED TO THE CLASS OF 2016

9 

STUDENTS
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FACULTY & STAFF
68.5%
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT
PASSING RATE FOR 2016 
(exceeded state and national 
AP pass rates)79%

$18.9Million

85+%
OF 2016 GRADUATES

ATTENDING
2 & 4-YEAR COLLEGES

100+

STUDENTS TOOK THE 2016 
GALLUP STUDENT POLL 
(measures hope, engagement, 
entrepreneurial aspiration and 
career and financial literacy)

3,300

 IPADS AND MACBOOKS
(in the hands of students, 
 grades 2-12)5,500

D7 PARTNERS
40+

BOARD
MEMBERS

YEARS OF 
COMBINED
SERVICE

Local, state, & national organizations 
including: Transform SC, City of 
Spartanburg, Spartanburg Academic 
Movement, Digital Promise, Mary Black 
Foundation and Way to Wellville, and 
Northside Development Group 

900 SHS 
VARSITY
TEAMS

STUDENT
ATHELETES 23

Spartanburg7.org
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capital projects

• In fall 2018, D7 will open a new elementary school in 
the growing Drayton Mills Community. Designed for a 
capacity of 800 students, the modern learning spaces 
will better accommodate and support collaboration and 
creativity in and out of the classroom.
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• In fall 2019, D7 will unveil a new Spartanburg High 
School. Designed for a core capacity of 2500 students, 
the 177-acre site on the Eastside will include a 1,000-seat 
performing arts center and a comprehensive athletic 
complex with a 7,500-seat athletic stadium and 
2,500-seat arena.
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This elite seal of approval from Apple 
honors the District’s 1:1 technology 
initiative and what Apple believes are the 
five best practices in successfully 
implementing technology in schools – 
visionary leadership, innovative learning 
and teaching, ongoing professional 
learning, compelling evidence of success 
and flexible learning environments.
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D7 is a member of the prestigious League 
of Innovative Schools by Digital Promise, 
a national, independent nonprofit 
organization authorized by Congress to 
accelerate innovation in education. 
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• Following the opening of the new Spartanburg High 
School, the current high school on Dupre Drive will be 
repurposed to make way for a new McCracken Middle 
School, scheduled to be complete in fall 2020.
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Spartanburg      Superlatives, 2016-2017

• D7 celebrates a decade of 
7Reads. This community-wide 
program, and its focus on 
reading for pleasure, has 
prompted a host of literacy 
projects throughout the 
District, the newest of which 
is Books with Barbers.

• Spartanburg High School is named by The Washington 
Post as one of America’s Most Challenging High Schools in 
the nation. Fewer than 8% of the more than 31,000 high 
schools in the country qualify for the index, which 
identifies high schools best preparing students for 
college-level work.

• District 7’s Viking Early College graduates its 1st cohort of 
students in 2017. Thanks to donor funding and a partner-
ship with Spartanburg Community College, this inaugural 
class will earn an Associates Degree from a 4-year college 
transfer program. Close to 1600 total college credit hours 
have been awarded to students through; The Viking Early 
College, The Scholars Academy, Spartanburg County’s 
Early College High School, and onsite dual credit at 
Spartanburg High School. 

• The Carolina Panthers make a lasting impression in the D7 
community, by inviting the Viking Football team to a joint 
practice at the Panther’s NFL training camp at Wofford 
College. The unprecedented invite is national news from 
coast to coast.

• Pine Street Elementary School is placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places. This iconic D7 structure 
opened its doors in 1929.

• Carver Middle School earns recognition as an AVID 
National Demonstration School.

• D7 furthers its commitment to early learning by partnering 
with the City of Spartanburg, the Mary Black Foundation, 
First Steps, the Northside Development Group and 
Purpose Built Communities to develop a high quality early 
learning center on the Northside of Spartanburg.

• The Viking boys tennis team is the first in school 
history to capture a “three-peat” after winning
their third straight team title.
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ongoing academic accomplishments:

• Avg. SAT score is 1505, 26 points better than last year’s 
total, 21 points above the national public/private school 
average, and 47 points above the state average.

• Avg. passing rate on AP tests increases to 79%, well 
above state and national rate.

• SHS has the highest number of approved AP courses of 
any high school in SC.
 

• A record 115 students are named College Board 
Advanced Placement Scholars. 

• Ten SHS students are named SC Academic Honors 
Recipients, four students named National Merit Finalists, 
three students earned Platinum WorkKeys certification, 
and two students named United States Presidential 
Scholar candidates.
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When local educator Ella Poats 
chronicled The First Ninety-Eight 
Years, 1884-1982, she distilled decades 
of the District’s history into a neat 
narrative of less than 200 pages. Given 
the current capital projects underway 
in the District, recent gains in student 
achievement, and the every-day 
advances in technology that impact 
teaching and learning, action words 
like progress, innovation, and 
momentum will surely define this 
chapter in the life of District 7.

PROGRESS
innovation
MOMENTUM

Building

national distinctions

BOOKS  with BARBERS


