
Warner L. Jones Jr. Horseman of the Year Award past winners


1988   Warner L. Jones Jr. — Louisville native spent 50 years on the Churchill Downs board, 
including eight as chairman during the iconic track’s resurgence, and built his Hermitage Farm 
in Oldham County into world prominence. 


1989	 Claude “Shug” McGaughey III – Kentucky native and Hall of Fame trainer of nine 
Breeders’ Cup winners that include unbeaten champion Personal Ensign.


1990	 Arthur B. Hancock, III - a member of one of the preeminent American horse racing 
families and connected to three winners of the Kentucky Derby as breeder and owner of Gato 
Del Sol (1982), co-breeder of Fusaichi Pegasus (2000),  and co-owner of Sunday Silence 
(1989).


1991	 Woodford C. “Woody” Stephens - Hall of Fame trainer of two Kentucky Derby winners 
and the winners of five consecutive renewals of the Belmont Stakes.


1992	 Pat Day - a four-time winner of the Eclipse Award for Outstanding Jockey who has rode 
nine winners of Triple Crown races – including 1992 Kentucky Derby winner Lil E. Tee, and is 
the all-time leading jockey at Churchill Downs.


1993	 MacKenzie “MacK” Miller – Kentucky native and Hall of Fame trainer of 72 stakes 
winners that included 1993 Kentucky Derby and Travers winner Sea Hero.


1994	 William T. Young – Philanthropist and founder of Overbrook Farm 1994 Eclipse Award 
winner as outstanding breeder, and owner/breeder of 1996 Kentucky Derby winner Grindstone 
and 1999 Breeders’ Cup Classic winner Cat Thief, a son of his world-renowned sire Storm Cat.


1995 	 D. Wayne Lukas – Hall of Fame trainer of four winners of the Kentucky Derby and 
trainer of a record 24 Eclipse Award champions that include three winners of Horse of the Year 
honors.


1996	 Allen R. Paulson - Eclipse Award as outstanding breeder with more than 115 stakes 
winners that included two-time Horse of the Year Cigar.


1997	 James M. “Jim” Bolus – Pre-eminent Kentucky Derby historian and former secretary of 
the National Turf Writers Association.  


1998	 Elliott Walden – Three-time leading trainer at Churchill Downs, two-time leader at 
Keeneland, and trainer of 1998 Belmont Stakes winner Victory Gallop. 


1999	 William S. Farish – A former United States Ambassador to Great Britain and former 
chairman of the board of Churchill Downs, Farish is the founder of Lane’s End Farm and one of 
the world’s best-known and influential horsemen.


2000	 James E. “Ted” Bassett III - Past President and CEO of the Keeneland Association, 
former president of the Breeders’ Cup and a past chairman of the World Racing Championship 
Series.




2001	 Jennie Rees - Five-time Eclipse Award recipient as turf writer for the Courier-Journal 
and a past president of the National Turf Writers Association.


2002	 Ken McPeek – The native of Lexington trained 2002 Belmont Stakes winner Sarava 
and was honored with the “Big Sport of Turfdom Award” by the Turf Publicists of America. (In 
2020, McPeek won the Preakness Stakes with the filly Swiss Skydiver.)


2003	 Dale Romans – The Louisville-born eight-time leading trainer at Churchill Downs and 
trainer of 2004 turf champion Kitten’s Joy, 2005 Dubai World Cup winner Roses in May and 
2011 Preakness Stakes winner Shackleford. Romans overtook his idol Bill Mott as Churchill 
Downs’ all-time win leader in 2017, since passed by Steve Asmussen in 2020.


2004	 Kenneth & Sarah Ramsey – Four-time Eclipse Award champion owners and two-time 
champion breeders, the Ramseys are the winningest owners in Churchill Downs and Kentucky 
racing history. They campaigned 2004 turf champion Kitten’s Joy, and 2005 Dubai World Cup 
winner Roses in May.


2005	 John Asher – Vice President of Racing Communications at Churchill Downs and winner 
of five Eclipse Awards for “Outstanding National Radio Coverage of Thoroughbred Racing” at 
Louisville’s WHAS-AM and WAVG-AM.


2006	 Thomas H. Meeker – President and CEO of Churchill Downs from 1984-2006 who led 
the historic track and its signature race, the Kentucky Derby, through a period of unparalleled 
growth.


2007	 Carl Nafzger – Hall of Fame trainer of Unbridled, winner of the 1990 Kentucky Derby 
and Breeders’ Cup Classic, and 2007 Kentucky Derby and Travers (GI) winner Street Sense.  A 
onetime professional bull rider, Nafzger also trained champion filly Banshee Breeze and au-
thored the book “Traits of a Winner.”


2008 	 Brereton C. Jones – Former governor of Kentucky, successful Thoroughbred breeder 
and owner-breeder of Kentucky Oaks winner Proud Spell, Believe You Can and Lovely Maria. 
 A powerful spokesman for Kentucky’s horse industry, Jones was a founding member and 
chairman of the Kentucky Equine Education Project (“KEEP”), an organization launched to 
promote the state’s signature horse industry.


2009	 Hal Wiggins – Trainer of record-smashing 2009 Kentucky Oaks (GI) winner and eventu-
al Horse of the Year Rachel Alexandra. Other stakes winners trained by Wiggins include $1 mil-
lion earner Chorwon, Leo’s Gypsy Dancer, and Morris Code.


2010	 Calvin Borel – Three-time winner rider in the Kentucky Derby and regular jockey aboard 
2009 Horse of the Year Rachel Alexandra.  A winner of more than 5,000 career races and a 
member of racing’s Hall of Fame, Borel is the second-leading rider in the history of Churchill 
Downs and has earned leading rider honors in Kentucky, Arkansas and Louisiana.


2011 	 Seth Hancock – Partner and manager of century-old Claiborne Farm, one of the 
world’s most prominent breeding and racing operations.  At 23, Hancock negotiated the syndi-
cation of Triple Crown winner Secretariat and through four decades of leadership has main-
tained Claiborne’s spot at the top of Thoroughbred racing and breeding world.




2012	 Ron Geary – A longtime racing fan, Geary purchased Henderson, KY’s Ellis Park in 
2006 after serving 16 years as president and CEO of ResCare, a human services company 
named by Forbes as one of America’s 200 best small companies.


2013	 Jack Wolf – A principal with his wife Laurie in Starlight Racing, one of racing’s most 
successful owner partnerships, Jack Wolf is also a leader in issues beyond the racetrack as a 
founder and board president of the Thoroughbred Aftercare Alliance (“TAA”). Under the leader-
ship, Starlight Racing’s stars include two-time champion and Kentucky Oaks winner Ashado, 
2012 2-year-old champion Shanghai Bobby and Grade I winner Harlan’s Holiday as well as be-
ing a partner in 2017 Triple Crown winner Justify and 2020 Kentucky Derby and Breeders’ Cup 
Classic winner Authentic.

                           

2014	 Dr. A. Gary Lavin – A legend in equine veterinary medicine and a respected leader in 
the horse industry. A graduate from the veterinary college at the University of Pennsylvania, Dr. 
Lavin’s many leadership roles include vice chair of the Grayson Jockey Club Foundation, stew-
ard of the Jockey Club and director of the Keeneland Association.


2015   Mike Battaglia -- A fixture on the Kentucky racing scene as a track announcer, handi-
capper, paddock television host and analyst for NBC network. He has made the odds for Ken-
tucky Derby since 1974. Churchill Downs announcer from 1977 through 1996 and at Turfway 
Park from 1973-2016. 


2016   Tom Hammond — NBC’s icon broadcaster who became one of network sports’ most 
versatile stars but whose first love has remained horse racing. Hammond anchored NBC’s 
Breeders’ Cup coverage for many years and was a fixture on the Summer and Winter Olympic 
broadcasts.


2017  Dr. J. David Richardson — Louisville surgeon involved in all aspects of the industry, in-
cluding as owner and breeder, horseplayer and filling many leadership roles, including as a 
member of the Kentucky Horse Racing Commission and chairman of the board of trustees for 
the Thoroughbred Owners & Breeders Association. He also was Warner Jones’ close friend 
and physician.


2018  Bill Landes — Warner Jones’ long-time chief lieutenant, working for Hermitage for 42 
years and for three ownerships, including a quarter-century as general manager. Honored as 
the 2017 Ted Bates Farm Manager of the Year by the Kentucky Thoroughbred Farm Managers’ 
Club. Chair of the Kentucky Thoroughbred Development Fund advisory committee of the Ken-
tucky Horse Racing Commission and member of Churchill Downs’ horsemen’s racing commit-
tee.


2019 Frank Jones Jr. — Lifelong Louisvillian, prominent businessman and entrepreneur has 
quietly impacted Kentucky racing for more than 50 years as a horse owner, breeder and horse-
player who has volunteered immeasurable time helping the thoroughbred industry through his 
work on behalf of horsemen and as a regulator.



