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Megan’s Corner – December 2018 

Risk Assessment 
Risk Assessment Fuel Calibrations: See last month’s fire newsletter for some general information on the 
upcoming calibrations and the three regions we have defined for separate workshops.  

• WHO SHOULD ATTEND: This is your one big chance to influence the results of the region’s fire 
hazard mapping and the LANDFIRE fuels remap. You should encourage as many fire staff and 
ecologists familiar as possible from each of our 20 States to attend. Attendee expertise ranges from 
fire behavior fuel model experts, to those who use the Wildland Fire Decision Support System on 
occasion, to those not very familiar with Fire Behavior Fuel Models (FBFMs) who want to soak it all 
in, to those unfamiliar with FBFMs but who plan to use the results of this risk assessment. There will 
be remote options for attendance, but in-person participation is more effective. See an example of 
the materials Pyrologix provides prior to the calibrations to identify important folks in your State 
and prepare for them yourselves. 

• WHEN & WHERE:  
 Great Lakes: Milwaukee, U.S. Forest Service Region 9 Office: week of 2/4/2019 or 2/10/2019 
 East Coast: Albany, NY: 3/14-15/2019 
 Lower Midwest to West Virginia: Indianapolis: 3/18-19/2019 
 More to come as we figure out details. 

• I’ve heard from many of you that you’re more familiar with the Anderson 13 fuel models than the 
Scott & Burgan 40. We will be focused on the 40 fuel models at the calibrations. To familiarize 
yourselves with these before the calibration, a great tool is the Compare Fuel Models Five 
spreadsheet. You can examine the range of fire behavior (based on 4 different metrics and a range 
of fuel moisture and cover types) for the original 13 models and the “new” 40. For example, in the 
image on the next page, I am comparing rate of spread for FBFM9 with some of the new Timber 
Litter types.  

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1104192170979&ca=68013c6b-1503-41a2-83a2-56acad5f330f
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!topic/nelandfire/m70Z2gXTEDk
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwj_44asl4ffAhUNM6wKHaOUD54QFjAAegQIBhAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgacc.nifc.gov%2Foncc%2Fdocs%2FCompareModelsFive.xls&usg=AOvVaw3FGTEXTZSP-ZuSAHI-wjx-
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&ved=2ahUKEwj_44asl4ffAhUNM6wKHaOUD54QFjAAegQIBhAC&url=https%3A%2F%2Fgacc.nifc.gov%2Foncc%2Fdocs%2FCompareModelsFive.xls&usg=AOvVaw3FGTEXTZSP-ZuSAHI-wjx-
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LANDFIRE 

Great Lakes Vegetation Mapping: Over the past year, I’ve learned a lot about some of the vegetation 
mapping issues in the Great Lakes States that contribute to the misalignment with some vegetation 
types and FBFM assignments. Much of this has been from Robert Ziel (Zeke), current Fire Analyst for the 
Alaska Fire Science Consortium, who spent many years at the Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources in the fire program. I’ve been working with the LANDFIRE team to determine how we can 
best share Zeke’s local knowledge and recommendations with the team to potentially implement 
changes in the Remap process next year. This led to a paper of “few” pages (goal was 3, reality was 15) 
describing the issues and some solutions. It is long, but reads easily with lots of pictures. This type of 
detailed information with the support of data is very helpful in providing effective feedback to the 
LANDFIRE mapping team, and I hope we can do more work like this in other areas of the region.  

Fuel Calibrations: The upcoming fuel calibrations for the risk assessment (above) will also be very useful 
in providing feedback to the LANDFIRE mapping team to implement in the Remap where possible. I am 
working with the LANDFIRE Business Leads and the fuels team to determine how to best capture what 
we learn at the calibrations to help with their mapping efforts.  

Thankful. During this holiday season, I wanted to add a special thanks to all the folks throughout this 
whole country, coast to coast, who have helped integrate me into their fire and forestry communities, 
helping me learn how to approach this role as the Northeast Region LANDFIRE Coordinator, and 
contributing to the success of our regional goals. (Not to mention teaching me so much that it’s a 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/139w-s7BWviMPdSK2wOxCsXF2Kb52Rmbi/view?usp=sharing
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miracle my head has not exploded.) These include, but are not limited to, staff from the following 
entities: Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources; Great Lakes, Mid-Atlantic, and Northeast Forest 
Fire Compacts; LANDFIRE Business Leads; State Forestry and Natural Resources Agencies; The Nature 
Conservancy’s LANDFIRE Team; Northeast Forest Fire Supervisors; Northeast Cohesive Strategy 
Committee and working groups; U.S. Forest Service Regional Office; several national forests and Forest 
Service research stations; Northeast-Midwest State Foresters Alliance; and the LANDFIRE mapping team. 
Looking forward to working with you all even more in 2019!  

NE LANDFIRE Contact: Megan.Sebasky@wisconsin.gov 
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