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Opening Sentence 
 

Officiant  Rend your hearts and not your garments.  
Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger  
and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil.    Joel 2:13  

 

The Confession 
 

Officiant  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word,  
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son Jesus 
Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may delight in your will,  
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name.   Amen. 
 

Officiant  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life.   Amen. 
 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 

Officiant and People Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 

 

Officiant  The Lord is full of compassion and mercy:  Come let us adore him.  
 

Jubilate  Psalm 100  
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; 
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song.  

 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  

 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with praise; 
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  

 

 



For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; 
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  

 

The Psalm Appointed (appointed for the day)         Psalm 37: 19-42 
 

The Lord cares for the lives of the godly, 
and their inheritance shall last for ever. 

 

They shall not be ashamed in bad times, 
and in days of famine they shall have enough. 

 

As for the wicked, they shall perish, 
and the enemies of the Lord, like the glory of the meadows, shall vanish; 
they shall vanish like smoke. 

 

The wicked borrow and do not repay, 
but the righteous are generous in giving. 

 

Those who are blessed by God shall possess the land, 
but those who are cursed by him shall be destroyed. 

 

Our steps are directed by the Lord; 
he strengthens those in whose way he delights. 

 

If they stumble, they shall not fall headlong, 
for the Lord holds them by the hand. 

 

I have been young and now I am old, 
but never have I seen the righteous forsaken, 
or their children begging bread. 

 

The righteous are always generous in their lending, 
and their children shall be a blessing. 

 

Turn from evil, and do good, 
and dwell in the land for ever. 

 

For the Lord loves justice; 
he does not forsake his faithful ones. 

 

They shall be kept safe for ever, 
but the offspring of the wicked shall be destroyed. 

 

The righteous shall possess the land 
and dwell in it for ever. 

 

The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom, 
and their tongue speaks what is right. 

 

The law of their God is in their heart, 
and their footsteps shall not falter. 

 



The wicked spy on the righteous 
and seek occasion to kill them. 

 

The Lord will not abandon them to their hand, 
nor let them be found guilty when brought to trial. 

 

Wait upon the Lord and keep his way; 
he will raise you up to possess the land, 
and when the wicked are cut off, you will see it. 

 

I have seen the wicked in their arrogance, 
flourishing like a tree in full leaf. 

 

I went by, and behold, they were not there; 
I searched for them, but they could not be found. 

 

Mark those who are honest; observe the upright; 
for there is a future for the peaceable. 

 

Transgressors shall be destroyed, one and all; 
the future of the wicked is cut off. 

 

But the deliverance of the righteous comes from the Lord; 
he is their stronghold in time of trouble. 

 

The Lord will help them and rescue them; 
he will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, 
because they seek refuge in him. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  

 
The Lessons 

 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Philippians             Philippians 2: 12-15 
 

Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, not only in my presence, but much 
more now in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God 
who is at work in you, enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
Do all things without murmuring and arguing, so that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, in which 
you shine like stars in the world. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

 
 
 
 



Canticle 14 A Song of Penitence Kyrie Pantokrator   Prayer of Manasseh, 1-2, 4, 6-7, 11-15  
 

O Lord and Ruler of the hosts of heaven, 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 

and of all their righteous offspring:  
 

You made the heavens and the earth, 
with all their vast array.  

 

All things quake with fear at your presence; 
they tremble because of your power.  

 

But your merciful promise is beyond all measure; 
it surpasses all that our minds can fathom.  

 

O Lord, you are full of compassion, 
long-suffering, and abounding in mercy.  

 

You hold back your hand; 
you do not punish as we deserve.  

 

In your great goodness, Lord, you have promised forgiveness to sinners, 
that they may repent of their sin and be saved.  

 

And now, O Lord, I bend the knee of my heart, 
and make my appeal, sure of your gracious goodness. 

 

I have sinned, O Lord, I have sinned, 
and I know my wickedness only too well. 

 

Therefore I make this prayer to you: 
Forgive me, Lord, forgive me.  

 

Do not let me perish in my sin, 
nor condemn me to the depths of the earth. 

 

For you, O Lord, are the God of those who repent, 
and in me you will show forth your goodness. 

 

Unworthy as I am, you will save me, in accordance with your great mercy, 
and I will praise you without ceasing all the days of my life.  

 

For all the powers of heaven sing your praises, 
and yours is the glory to ages of ages. Amen.  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  

 

The Gospel  
 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.                      Luke 12: 12-27 
People              Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, ”The Holy Spirit will teach you at that very hour what you ought to say.” 



Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family inheritance 
with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” And 
he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man 
produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to 
store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, 
and there I will store all my grain and my goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have 
ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You 
fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, 
whose will they be?’ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich 
toward God.” 
He said to his disciples, “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or 
about your body, what you will wear. For life is more than food, and the body more than 
clothing. Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor 
barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! And can any 
of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life? If then you are not able to do so 
small a thing as that, why do you worry about the rest? Consider the lilies, how they grow: 
they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one 
of these." 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

The Apostles’ Creed  
 

Officiant and People 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 

 
 



The Prayers 
 

Officiant  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
 

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
 

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety.  
 

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
 

V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
 

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Officiant  Most Gracious God, who has bidden us to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly 
before you; Teach us, like your servant Vincent de Paul, to see and to serve Christ by feeding 
the hungry, welcoming the stranger, clothing the naked, and caring for the sick; that we may 
know him to be the giver of all good things, through the same Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving    
 

Officiant  Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer 
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may 
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.  



 

Spiritual Communion 
 

Let us pray together a prayer for Spiritual Communion: 
 

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament.  We are 
grateful to know there are many ways to experience your presence, but in whatever 
way we do, we know you come into our hearts, minds and souls.  Unite my heart with 
those of my family of faith and make us all one with you.  May this spiritual 
communion strengthen my faith and grant me confidence in your loving care  
now and forever.  Amen. 

 

The General Thanksgiving  
 

Officiant  Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us  
and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen. 

 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Officiant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.  

 

Bible Study 
 

Gospel:  John 9: 1-41 
 

As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this 
man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 



him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no 
one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” When he had said 
this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the 
man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he 
went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had seen him 
before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some 
were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept 
saying, “I am the man.” But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He 
answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to 
Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed and received my sight.” They said to him, 
“Where is he?” He said, “I do not know.” 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. Then the Pharisees also 
began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on my eyes. 
Then I washed, and now I see.” Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for 
he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who is a sinner 
perform such signs?” And they were divided. So they said again to the blind man, “What 
do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.”  
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until they called 
the parents of the man who had received his sight and asked them, “Is this your son, who 
you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” His parents answered, “We know 
that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not know how it is that now he 
sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for 
himself.” His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had 
already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of 
the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.”  
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to him, 
“Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know 
whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” They said 
to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” He answered them, “I have 
told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also 
want to become his disciples?” Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we 
are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we 
do not know where he comes from.” The man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! 
You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God 
does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 
Never since the world began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person 
born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing.” They answered him, “You 
were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 
believe in him.” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you is 



he.” He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. Jesus said, “I came into this world 
for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may become 
blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not 
blind, are we?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now 
that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

Reflection on John 9: 1-41 
 

Today as Jesus was passing by, he saw a man who had been blind from his birth.  The disciples 
approached Jesus and asked him: “Rabbi, who sinned:  was it this man or was it his parents 
who sinned?”  Jesus immediately replied:  “It was not this man nor his parents who 
sinned.  Rather, he was born blind so that the works of God might be made visible through 
him.” 
 

Jesus then spat on the ground and made clay with the saliva.  He smeared the clay on the 
man’s eyes and said to him, “Go wash in the Pool of Siloam.”  Immediately the man when to 
the pool and washed.  When he returned, he was able to see. 
 

His neighbors were astounded!  They looked at one another and asked, “Is this the man who 
was the blind beggar?”  Then they asked the man, “How is it you now can see?”  The man 
simply told them, “Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes.  Then He told me to go to Siloam 
and wash.  The man’s neighbors asked him, “Where is he?”  The man replied, “I don’t know.” 
 

Wouldn’t it be wonderful if Jesus would heal each one of us of our blindness?  We may have 
the physical gift of sight, however, this sight does not guarantee that we are able to see what 
is essential in life.  All of us have our own blind spots.  Reflect for a moment on your own blind 
spots.  What is the blind spot that you wish Jesus would heal?  
 

Today be mindful of your blind spots.  At times, our blind spots protect and keep us safe.  Yet 
our blind spots also may keep us from seeing the beauty in the world and in the people we 
encounter each day.  Ask Jesus to open your eyes and your heart to each person and situation 
you encounter today.  Beauty is all around us.  Love is all around us.  Don’t allow your blind 
spots keep you from experiencing all of the beauty in others, in the world, and also in yourself! 

 


