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Welcome to 

 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Chula Vista, CA 

 

Christmas Day 
 
 

December 25, 2020 
9:00 am 

 
 

Livestreamed worship service 
 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your spiritual journey, 
you are welcome here 

 
 

 

              For a child has been born for us, 

                  a son given to us; 

              authority rests upon his shoulders; 

                  and he is named 

              Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

                  Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
     Isaiah 9:6  
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Prelude 
 

Opening Hymn        O Come all ye Faithful  Hymnal 83, vs. 1-3 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Opening Acclamation 
 

Presider: The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us.  
People: O come let us adore him.  
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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The Gloria  Gloria in Excelsis    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  S-280  Gloria in excelsis, Setting:  Robert Powell (b.1932) 
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The Collect of the Day 
 

Presider: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Presider: Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him,  
and to be born this day of a pure virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again  
and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be honor and glory,  
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
The Lessons 
 

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah      Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
those who lived in a land of deep darkness-- 
on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 
you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 
and the bar across their shoulders, 
the rod of their oppressor, 
you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 
and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 
a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 
and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 
He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 
from this time onward and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 96 Cantate Domino 
 

Sing to the Lord a new song;  
sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. 
 

Sing to the Lord and bless his Name;  
proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to day. 
 

Declare his glory among the nations  
and his wonders among all peoples. 
 

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised;  
he is more to be feared than all gods. 
 

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols;  
but it is the Lord who made the heavens. 
 

Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!  
Oh, the power and the splendor of his sanctuary! 
 

Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples;  
ascribe to the Lord honor and power. 
 

Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his Name;  
bring offerings and come into his courts. 
 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;  
let the whole earth tremble before him. 

 

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; 
let the sea thunder and all that is in it;  

let the field be joyful and all that is therein. 
 

A Reading from the Letter of Paul to Titus          Titus 2:11-14 
 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce 
impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, 
upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory 
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 
good deeds. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gradual    Hark, the Herald Angels Sing     Hymnal 87 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The Gospel            Luke 2:1-20 

 

Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in 
Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and 
who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 
And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see-- I am bringing 
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you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 
bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!" 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let 
us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 
known to us." So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and 
all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God 
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

 
 

Sermon 
 

The Nicene Creed     
 

We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is, seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
 the only Son of God,  
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God, begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.  
 Through him all things were made.   
 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.   
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
 he suffered death and was buried.   
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
 he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
 and his kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
 He has spoken through the Prophets.  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
 and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People    
 

At the first Christmas Your Son was born of human flesh.  
Give the Church new life in Jesus’ name.   Holy God,    
 Hear our prayer. 
 

At the first Christmas, Joseph and Mary found no room in the inn.  
Protect those who have no home this night.   Holy God,    
 Hear our prayer. 
 

At the first Christmas, Joseph worried for Mary while she labored to give birth in a barn. Watch 
over those who worry and carry heavy burdens.   Holy God,    
 Hear our prayer. 
 

At the first Christmas, Jesus was a light shining in the darkness. Comfort all who are alone. Give 
us courage to carry Your light into the darkness fueled by hatred, enmity and intolerance.   
Holy God,    
 Hear our prayer. 
 

At the first Christmas, angels sang ‘Glory to God in the highest and peace to God’s people on 
earth.’ Shower upon this world the peace that only You can give.   Holy God,    
 Hear our prayer. 
 

At the first Christmas, shepherds followed a star to Bethlehem. Grant us grace to follow Your 
holy signs, and free us to tell the Good News in our own place and time.   Holy God,    
 Hear our prayer. 
 

At the first Christmas, You guided and protected the Holy Family. Bless, guide and protect the 
families of this world, especially those who mourn departed loved ones or who are divided by 
conflict or who are separated for any reason.   Holy God,    
 Hear our prayer. 
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At the first Christmas, heaven came down to earth. Hold in Your hand all those who have died, 
and give to all who mourn new hope of being reunited with those they love.   Holy God,    
 Hear our prayer. 
 

At the first Christmas, wise men brought gifts to Jesus. Give us grace to offer all that we have to 
You.   Holy God,    
 Hear our prayer. 
 

Together let us pray for those serving in the armed forces, first responders, medical 
professionals, essential workers and their families 
 

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women 
of our armed forces, first responders, medical professionals, essential workers and 
their families. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in 
their trials and challenges; give them courage to face the perils which beset them; and 
grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

Presider: Savior, Redeemer, Beloved of God: Clothe us in Your Love, strengthen us to live 
gently on this earth, give us humility to see all that You have created as good and precious, and 
teach us to walk with kindness and patience as Jesus taught us to do. This we pray in His Name. 
Amen. 
 

The Peace 
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

Greet one another in the Name of Christ, or name those whom you hold dear in your heart  
 

Birthday and Anniversary Prayer 
 

The Offertory  
 

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God. 
 

You may offer your gift by mail or stop by the parish office, 
Or online by using the “Give Now” button on our St. John’s website:   www.saint-johns.org 

 

Offertory Anthem 
 

The General Thanksgiving  
 

Presider: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Presider: Let us pray. 
 
 

http://www.saint-johns.org/
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Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.  

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Spiritual Communion                                                                    
 

Spiritual Communion is an ancient practice of the church. As we celebrate the Word made flesh, the birth of 
Jesus Christ, we welcome his coming into our lives. It is our desire to receive Jesus in the Sacrament of Holy 
Communion, so even though we may not receive the presence of Christ physically, we may receive Christ 
spiritually. The Church offers us a prayer for Spiritual communion.  Let us pray together: 
 

Blessed Jesus, I believe that we are fed with the spiritual food of your Body and Blood. Since 
I cannot receive You sacramentally today, I now desire to receive you into my soul. Unite my 
heart with those of my community gathered to offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and make 
us all one with you. May this spiritual communion strengthen my faith and grant me 
confidence in your loving care now and forever.  Amen. 
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Silent Night          Hymnal 111, v. 1-3 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Concluding Collect  
God of love, source of light, 
A child is born to us and a son is given to us. 
Your eternal Word leaped down from heaven in the silent watches of the night, 
and now your Church is filled with wonder at the nearness of her God. 
Open our hearts to receive his life and let the light of faith shine in our words and actions,  
that our lives may be filled with his glory and peace, 
who lives and reigns for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Blessing 

Presider: May God, through the Incarnation of His Son, fill you with his love, joy and peace;  
And the blessing of God Almighty: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit be upon you and 
among you and remain with you always.  Amen 
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Closing Hymn       Joy to the World    Hymnal 100, vs. 1, 2 & 4 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The Dismissal 
 

Presider:  Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the coming of Jesus, our Savior. 
People:  Thanks be to God.  

 
 

Liturgical Ministers 
 

Presider/Preacher  Rev. Roger Haenke 
Reader   Tom Brzeczek 
Gospeller   Rev. Cathey Dowdle 
Prayers of the People Pamela Brittain 
Spiritual Communion Rev. Cathey Dowdle 
Psalmist/Vocalist  Jeff Bates, Alice Burnham 
Organist   Cheryl Seppala 
Livestream and Sound Cliff Berkowitz 
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Christmas Flower Dedications 

 
We remember before God all those who rejoice with us, whose hope is in the Word made flesh, 

and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one forevermore. 
 

In loving memory of Fr. Jack Tolley 
given by Sarah Tolley and the family. 

 

In memory of Dr. Ed Wilson 
given by Sonja Reid. 

 

In memory of their parents 
given by Bill and Diane Gustafson. 

 

In thanksgiving for children and grandchildren 
given by Wilma Hunter. 

 

In memory of our mothers Miriam Andrews and Isabell Cowen 
and my sister Sharon (Sherry) Burke 

given by Denny and Dawn Andrews. 
 

In memory of Mark Higginbotham and in thanksgiving for my family and 
friends, including the St. John’s family 

given by Tom Brzeczek. 
 

In honor and remembrance of my parents Doris Imogene Nottage  
and Colonel Paul Edward Nottage 

given by Janie Burchartz. 
 

In memory of and in thanksgiving for all our loved ones 
given by David and Linda Dennehy. 

 

In memory of our parents Reuben and Hermina Van Dam  
and Silas (Sandy) Morris, and my brother Bruce Van Dam 

In honor of my mother Priscilla (Morris) Szymanski 
given by Michael and Marcia Morris. 

 

In memory of Rob McKay 
given by Judy McKay. 

 

In memory of Joseph and Josephine Zajkowski and Darlene Stanard 
given by Barbara Duncan and Cookie Tichonchuk 

 

In memory of Sofia Cristina de la Lama 
given by her family 
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St. John’s Prayer Lists 
 

Today and every day include some time for prayer, for yourself,  
for your church family, and for those in need. 

 

For Our Military 
 

Matt Jensen, Drew Shorkey, Cody Crossland, Cameron Ronie, Chariti Paden,  
Mark Stanfield, Sean Robinson, Jonathan Martinez, TK Nguyen, Christopher Lindshield, 

Timothy Lindshield, Jeremy Colton, David Sanchez, Jonathan Baldera, Nick Wyatt,  
Jamal Warner, Matt Hernandez, Daniel Getreu, Jocelyn Hernandez, Devon Strunk,  

Taylor Harrold, Jorge Zuazua, Katherine Milam, Sebastian Morales, Richie Lebron and Roberto 
Johnson. 

 
For Strength in Time of Need 

 

Scott Hunter, Betty Robertson, Anne Marie Mackay, Bernie Duignan, Christy Gollihur,  
Judith Malear, Gloria Attaway, Dyan Wyatt, Marla Wyatt, the Milam family,  

Steve Magill, Dawn Walker, Gary & Shirley McCarren and John & Sheryl Tolley. 
 

For the repose of the soul of Jeff Walker. 
May light perpetual shine on him. 

 

(Names are kept on the Prayers List for 4 weeks and should be submitted by Wednesday.  
If you wish to add a name, please email Maria Love at: maria@saint-johns.org.) 

 
St. John’s Mission Statement 

 

St. John’s is a Christian community that intentionally gathers to experience God’s love  
through Episcopal worship, education, fellowship, and ministry to the wider community. 

 
 

We Are Available in Your Time of Need 
 

If you have a pastoral emergency when the parish offices are closed,  
please call Rev. Roger at 619-301-0724 or email revroger@saint-johns.org 

 

mailto:maria@saint-johns.org
mailto:revroger@saint-johns.org
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St. John’s Clergy 
The Rev. Roger Haenke, Rector 
 

The Rev. Cathey Dowdle 
 

 

St. John’s Vestry 
David Dennehy, Senior Warden 
     (619) 840-9994 
     masterfrog@att.net 
Terry Farrelly, Treasurer 

Diane Gustafson, Clerk  

Pamela Brittain 

Tom Brzeczek 

Ray Contreras 

Muriel Kulikowski 

Jim McDevitt 

Judy McKay 

Lynn Young 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 

760 First Avenue  Chula Vista, CA  91910-6012 
(619) 422-4141 

Email: maria@saint-johns.org 
www.saint-johns.org 

http://www.saint-johns.org/

