Morning Prayer

During the Easter Season
May 18, 2022

Opening Sentence
Officiant On this day the Lord has acted; we will rejoice and be glad in it. Psalm 118:24

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Officiant Alleluia. The Lord is risen indeed:
Come let us adore him. Alleluia.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7

Come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God,

and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the caverns of the earth,

and the heights of the hills are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it,

and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,

and kneel before the Lord our Maker.
For he is our God,

and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

The Psalm Appointed  (appointed for the day) Psalm 122

I rejoiced with those who said to me,
“Let us go to the house of the Lorp.”

Our feet are standing
in your gates, Jerusalem.

Jerusalem is built like a city
that is closely compacted together.



That is where the tribes go up—
the tribes of the LorD—

to praise the name of the LorD
according to the statute given to Israel.

There stand the thrones for judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May those who love you be secure.

May there be peace within your walls
and security within your citadels.”

For the sake of my family and friends,
I will say, “Peace be within you.”

For the sake of the house of the LorD our God,
I will seek your prosperity.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles

Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless
you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” This
brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas
were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles
and elders about this question. The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled
through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news
made all the believers very glad. When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the
church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through

Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said,
“The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.”

The apostles and elders met to consider this question.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Acts 15: 1-6



Canticle 12 A Song of Creation Benedicite, omnia opera Domini song of the Three Young Men, 35-65

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord,
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord,
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Let the earth glorify the Lord,
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, and all that grows upon the earth,
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams,
O whales and all that move in the waters.
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord,
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.
Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild,
and all you flocks and herds.
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord,
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Let the people of God glorify the Lord,
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O priests and servants of the Lord,
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Glorify the Lord, O spirits and souls of the righteous,
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

You that are holy and humble of heart, glorify the Lord,
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord,
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.

The Gospel
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John John 15: 1-8
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears
no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunesso that it will be even more fruitful.
You are already clean because of the word | have spoken to you. Remain in me, as | also
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you
bear fruit unless you remain in me.



“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that
is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If
you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for
you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my
disciples.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Reflection

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
. Let your people sing with joy.

. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
. For only in you can we live in safety.

. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

. Your saving health among all nations.

. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

. Create in us clean hearts, O God;

R
Vv
R
Vv
R
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R
Vv
R
Vv
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day

Officiant Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may steadfastly
follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.
Amen.

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Officiant Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Spiritual Communion
Let us pray together a prayer for Spiritual Communion:

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. We are
grateful to know there are many ways to experience your presence, but in whatever
way we do, we know you come into our hearts, minds and souls. Unite my heart with
those of my family of faith and make us all one with you. May this spiritual
communion strengthen my faith and grant me confidence in your loving care

now and forever. Amen.



The General Thanksgiving

Officiant Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us.
We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for
the wonder of life, and for the mystery of love.

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which
surrounds us on every side.

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading us
to accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge
our dependence on you alone.

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the
example of his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for
his dying, through which he overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which we
are raised to the life of your kingdom.

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and
through him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

Bible Study
Gospel: John 5:1-9

After Jesus healed the son of the official in Capernaum, there was a festival of the Jews,
and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

Now in Jerusalem by the Sheep Gate there is a pool, called in Hebrew Beth-zatha, which
has five porticoes. In these lay many invalids-- blind, lame, and paralyzed. One man was
there who had been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there and knew
that he had been there a long time, he said to him, "Do you want to be made well?" The
sick man answered him, "Sir, | have no one to put me into the pool when the water is
stirred up; and while | am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of me." Jesus
said to him, "Stand up, take your mat and walk." At once the man was made well, and he
took up his mat and began to walk. Now that day was a sabbath.

Reflection on John 5: 1-9

This Gospel passage opens with Jesus traveling to Jerusalem. When he arrived in Jerusalem,
Jesus entered Jerusalem through the Sheep Gate, which was one of several entrances into



Jerusalem. Near this gate was a pool called Bethsaida. This was a large area that had five
entrances. These five entrances were filled with the sick, the lame, and the dying.

Lying at the Sheep Gate was a man who had been there for 38 years. Can you imagine yourself
living in a public area for 38 years? Did the man not have any family? Had his family rejected
him? Were they too poor to care for him? Can you imagine not being in the midst of your
family? The situation must have been debilitating for this man, physically, emotionally, and
spiritually. Had the poor man come to the Sheep Gate primarily to beg or did he still have hope
that one day he actually might be healed?

When Jesus came into Jerusalem, he saw the man lying on the floor. Jesus could tell from the
man’s debilitated appearance that he had been ill for many, many years. Jesus quietly walked
over to the man and asked him a simple but very powerful question: “Do you want to be
well?” | wonder if the man’s inner response was: “Well, of course, | want to be well!l Who
wouldn’t?”

The man did not answer the question that Jesus had posed. Rather, he said to Jesus: “I have no
one to help me into the water when it is stirred up.” He told Jesus that by the time he got to
the pool, others had already gotten into the water and there was no room for him. Jesus
listened intently to the man and then quietly, yet powerfully told the man to stand up, take up
his mat, and walk. Jesus did not do a dramatic healing. Rather he quietly and lovingly spoke to
the man.

The man immediately stands up, picks up his mat, and walks! It must have taken him a few
moments to get his balance after not using his legs for such a long time. What a life changing
moment this was for the man! He had been on the sidelines of life for many years. Now he
could be active and involved once again. Perhaps he could even have a trade and actually
support his family. No longer would he have to beg and be pitied. Perhaps he would be able
to help other people who were ill, poor, and unable to sustain themselves.

When Jesus spoke the words: “Rise, take up your mat and walk,” a whole new world opened
up for this man. Those simple yet healing words changed the man and his life forever. What a
wonderful gift to receive. Today may we be open and listening to Jesus’ healing words for

us. May we be attentive and listen with the ear of our hearts.
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