Morning Prayer

June 25, 2025
Nativity of St. John the Baptist (June 24t")

Opening Sentence

Officiant Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in our sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Psalm 19: 14

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Officiant The Lord is glorious in his saints:
People Come let us adore him.
Jubilate Psalm 100

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God;
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good,;
his mercy is everlasting;
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

The Psalm Appointed  (appointed for the day) Psalm 85: 7-13

Show us your mercy, O LoRD,
and grant us your salvation.

I will listen to what the LorD God is saying,
for he is speaking peace to his faithful people
and to those who turn their hearts to him.

Truly, his salvation is very near to those who fear him,
that his glory may dwell in our land.



Mercy and truth have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

Truth shall spring up from the earth,
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

The Lorp will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.

Righteousness shall go before him,
and peace shall be a pathway for his feet.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles Acts 13: 14b-26

On the sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. After the reading of the
law and the prophets, the officials of the synagogue sent them a message, saying,
“Brothers, if you have any word of exhortation for the people, give it.”

So Paul stood up and with a gesture began to speak: “You Israelites, and others who fear
God, listen. The God of this people Israel chose our ancestors and made the people great
during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with uplifted arm he led them out of it. For
about forty years he put up with them in the wilderness. After he had destroyed seven
nations in the land of Canaan, he gave them their land as an inheritance for about four
hundred fifty years. After that he gave them judges until the time of the prophet Samuel.
Then they asked for a king; and God gave them Saul son of Kish, a man of the tribe of
Benjamin, who reigned for forty years. When he had removed him, he made David their
king. In his testimony about him he said, ‘I have found David, son of Jesse, to be a man
after my heart, who will carry out all my wishes.” Of this man’s posterity God has brought
to Israel a Savior, Jesus, as he promised; before his coming John had already proclaimed a
baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was finishing his work, he
said, ‘What do you suppose that | am? | am not he. No, but one is coming after me; | am
not worthy to untie the thong of the sandals on his feet.”

“My brothers, you descendants of Abraham’s family, and others who fear God, to us the
message of this salvation has been sent.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Canticle 16 The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus, Deus Luck 1:68-79

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;
he has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty savior,
born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

Free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

To give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke Luke 1:57-80
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

The time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives
heard that the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the
eighth day they came to circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah
after his father. But his mother said, “No; he is to be called John.” They said to her, “None
of your relatives has this name.” Then they began motioning to his father to find out what
name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing tablet and wrote, “His name is John.”
And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his tongue freed,
and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these
things were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them



pondered them and said, “What then will this child become?” For, indeed, the hand of the
Lord was with him.
Then his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy:
“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them.
He has raised up a mighty savior for us
in the house of his servant David,
as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old,
that we would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate
us.
Thus he has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors,
and has remembered his holy covenant,
the oath that he swore to our ancestor Abraham,
to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies,
might serve him without fear, in holiness and righteousness
before him all our days.”
And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High;
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways,
to give knowledge of salvation to his people
by the forgiveness of their sins.
By the tender mercy of our God,
the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he
appeared publicly to Israel.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Reflection

John the Baptist, the prophet, and forerunner of Jesus, was the son of elderly parents,
Elizabeth and Zechariah, and was related to Jesus on his mother’s side. His birth is celebrated
six months before Christmas Day, since, according to Luke, Elizabeth became pregnant six
months before the Angel Gabriel appeared to Mary.

John figures prominently in all four Gospels, but the account of his birth is given only in the
Gospel according to Luke. His father, Zechariah, a priest of the Temple at Jerusalem, was
struck speechless because he doubted a vision foretelling John’s birth. When his speech was
restored, Zechariah uttered a canticle of praise, the Benedictus, which is one of the canticles in
the Daily Office.

John lived ascetically in the desert. He was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt, and
ate locusts and wild honey. He preached repentance, and called upon people to prepare for



the coming of the Kingdom and of the Messiah, baptizing his followers to signify their
repentance and new life. Jesus himself was baptized by John in the Jordan.

John had many followers, some of whom became Jesus’ disciples. Because of his denunciation
of the sins of Herod, especially Herod’s incestuous marriage, John incurred the enmity of
Herodias, Herod’s wife, and was put in prison. Through Herodias’ plotting with Salome, her
daughter, Herod was led to promise a gift to Salome, who demanded John’s head. John was
thereupon executed.

John is remembered during Advent as a prophet, and at Epiphany as the baptizer of Jesus. The
Gospel according to John quotes the Baptist as saying to his followers that Jesus is the Lamb of
God, and prophesying, “He must increase, but | must decrease” (John 3:30).

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
. Let your people sing with joy.

. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
. For only in you can we live in safety.

. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

. Your saving health among all nations.

. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

. Create in us clean hearts, O God;

R
Vv
R
Vv
R
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R
Vv
R
Vv
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day

Almighty God, by whose providence your servant John the Baptist was wonderfully born, and
sent to prepare the way of your Son our Savior by preaching repentance: Make us so to follow
his teaching and holy life, that we may truly repent according to his preaching; and, following
his example, constantly speak the truth, boldly rebuke vice, and patiently suffer for the truth's
sake; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Officiant Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Spiritual Communion
Let us pray together a prayer for Spiritual Communion:

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. We are
grateful to know there are many ways to experience your presence, but in whatever
way we do, we know you come into our hearts, minds and souls. Unite my heart with
those of my family of faith and make us all one with you. May this spiritual
communion strengthen my faith and grant me confidence in your loving care

now and forever. Amen.



The General Thanksgiving

Officiant Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us
and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up ourselves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

Bible Study
Gospel: Luke 9: 51-62

When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. And
he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the Samaritans to
make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was set toward
Jerusalem. When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, "Lord, do you want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?" But he turned and
rebuked them. Then they went on to another village.

As they were going along the road, someone said to him, "I will follow you wherever you
go." And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son
of Man has nowhere to lay his head." To another he said, "Follow me." But he said, "Lord,
first let me go and bury my father." But Jesus said to him, "Let the dead bury their own
dead; but as for you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God." Another said, "I will follow
you, Lord; but let me first say farewell to those at my home." Jesus said to him, "No one
who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God."



Reflection on Luke 9: 51-62

This is the turning point in Luke. Jesus has set his face towards Jerusalem, and he begins to
travel, to pilgrim towards that wooden cross. Inherent in this specific journey is loneliness.

The Samaritan village won’t accept him —it’s as if they can already see the shadow of the
crucifixion on his brow. And then three would-be-followers are not quite ready for the lonely
journey: they have expectations about where Jesus is going and fathers to bury and family
members to say goodbye to. Jesus isn’t sure that these followers are ready for the sacrifice.

The immediacy of Jesus’ mission becomes palpable in this text. Jesus is no longer lingering at
dinner tables but must journey onward. To join him in the journey is no small voyage. Itis a
journey that will take you away from your beloved ones, that will strip you of all sense of
home; it’s a pilgrimage that leads you to the cross of Jesus Christ.

And for what?

So that you can be near to the one who promises to journey with us.

So that you can bear witness to the death-dealing ways of this world.

So that you can build a new home with the One who has nowhere to lay his head.
In it all, we are promised that the journey is worth it.

« What are you unwilling to say goodbye to as you walk with Christ?

o How has Christ transformed your lonely pilgrimage?



