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Welcome to 
 

St. John’s Episcopal Church 
Chula Vista, CA 

 
 

The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

September 26, 2021 
9:00 am 

 
 
 
 

Have salt in yourselves, 
and be at peace with one another 

Mark 9:50 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

No matter who you are or where you are on your spiritual journey, 
you are welcome here! 
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Lighting of Altar Candles  
 

Prelude 
 

Welcome 
 

Processional Hymn     Spirit Divine, Attend Our Prayers     Hymnal 509, vs. 1-5 
 

 

 
 

Salutation 
 

Presider Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;  
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the 
second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang 
all the Law and the Prophets. 
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Presider  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Presider  Let us pray. 
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O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the 
fullness of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your 
heavenly treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  Amen.  
 

The Lessons 
 

A Reading from the Book of Esther Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 
 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were 
drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be 
granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 
Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let 
my life be given me-- that is my petition-- and the lives of my people-- that is my request. For 
we have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we 
had been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy 
can compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who 
is he, and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this 
wicked Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. 
Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows that 
Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, fifty 
cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows that 
he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. 
Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces 
of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the fourteenth day 
of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as the days on 
which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for 
them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should make 
them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and presents 
to the poor. 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 124  Nisi quia Dominus 
 

If the Lord had not been on our side,  
 let Israel now say; 
 

If the Lord had not been on our side,  
 when enemies rose up against us; 
 

Then would they have swallowed us up alive  
 in their fierce anger toward us; 
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Then would the waters have overwhelmed us  
 and the torrent gone over us; 
 

Then would the raging waters  
 have gone right over us. 
 

Blessed be the Lord!  
 he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 
 

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler;  
 the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 
 

Our help is in the Name of the Lord,  
 the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

A Reading from the Letter of James James 5:13-20 
 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of 
praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them 
pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save 
the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. 
Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, 
and he prayed fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain 
on the earth. Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by 
another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the 
sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 
 

 The Word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Celtic Alleluia 
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The Gospel                           Mark 9:38-50 
 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we 
tried to stop him, because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for 
no one who does a deed of power in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of 
me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of 
water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means lose the reward. 
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it 
would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were 
thrown into the sea. If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to 
enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And 
if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life lame than to 
have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it 
out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes 
and to be thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 
“For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can 
you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
 

  The Gospel of the Lord.  
  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Sermon 
 

The Nicene Creed     
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth,  
  of all that is, seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  
  eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light,  
  true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  
  Through him all things were made.   
  For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:  
  by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

    and was made man.   
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
   he suffered death and was buried.   
   On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;  
   he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.   
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
   and his kingdom will have no end.   
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 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
   who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
   With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
   He has spoken through the Prophets.  
   We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  
   We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
   and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People 
 

Presider   With all our heart and with all our mind, let us offer our prayers to the Lord. 
 

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the holy Church of God, and for the unity of all 
peoples, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in authority, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For seasonable weather, and for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, let us pray to the 
Lord. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and for the sick and the suffering, let us 
pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the destitute, for prisoners and 
captives, and for all who remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord. 
 Lord, hear our prayer. 
 

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for all the departed, let us pray to 
the Lord. 
 Lord, hear our prayer.  
 

For those serving in the armed forces, first responders, medical professionals, essential 
workers and their families, let us pray together 
 

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women 
of our armed forces, first responders, medical professionals, essential workers and 
their families. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in 
their trials and challenges; give them courage to face the perils which beset them; and 
grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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Presider   Almighty God, to whom our needs are known before we ask, help us to ask only 
what accords with your will; and those good things which we dare not, or in our blindness 
cannot ask, grant us for the sake of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

The Confession 
 

Presider   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and 
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your 
Name. Amen. 
 

Presider   Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life.   Amen. 
 

The Peace 
 

Presider   The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People   And also with you. 
 

Birthday, Anniversary and Traveler Prayers 
 

The Offertory  
 

There is an offering plate available as you enter the church to leave your offering. 
You may also give online by using the “Give Now” button on our St. John’s website:  www.saint-johns.org 

Your generous offering helps us to continue the mission and ministry of the parish. 
 

Offertory Anthem 
 

Doxology 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

http://www.saint-johns.org/
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The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Presider   The Lord be with you. 

People   And also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 
   We lift them to the Lord. 
   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We praise you and we bless you, holy and gracious God, source of life abundant. From before 
time you made ready the creation. Your Spirit moved over the deep and brought all things into 
being: sun, moon, and stars; earth, winds, and waters; and every living thing. You made us in 
your image, and taught us to walk in your ways. But we rebelled against you, and wandered far 
away; and yet, as a mother cares for her children, you would not forget us. Time and again you 
called us to live in the fullness of your love. And so this day we join with Saints and Angels in 
the chorus of praise that rings through eternity, lifting our voices to magnify you as we sing: 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Glory and honor and praise to you, holy and living God. To deliver us from the power of sin and 
death and to reveal the riches of your grace, you looked with favor upon Mary, your willing 
servant, that she might conceive and bear a son, Jesus the holy child of God. Living among us, 
Jesus loved us. He broke bread with outcasts and sinners, healed the sick, and proclaimed good 
news to the poor. He yearned to draw all the world to himself yet we were heedless of his call 
to walk in love. Then, the time came for him to complete upon the cross the sacrifice of his life, 
and to be glorified by you.  
 

On the night before he died for us, Jesus was at table with his friends. 
He took bread, gave thanks to you, broke it, and gave it to them, and said: “Take, eat:  
This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 
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As supper was ending, Jesus took the cup of wine. Again, he gave thanks to you, gave it to 
them, and said: “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is poured 
out for you and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 
remembrance of me.”  
 

Now gathered at your table, O God of all creation, and remembering Christ, crucified and risen, 
who was and is and is to come, we offer to you our gifts of bread and wine, and ourselves,  
a living sacrifice. Pour out your Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Body and Blood of 
Christ. Breathe your Spirit over the whole earth and make us your new creation, the Body of 
Christ given for the world you have made. In the fullness of time bring us, [with St. John]  
and all your saints, from every tribe and language and people and nation, to feast at the 
banquet prepared from the foundation of the world.  
 

Through Christ and with Christ and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
to you be honor, glory, and praise, for ever and ever.   Amen. 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread.   
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.   
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
 

Presider   Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
    therefore let us keep the feast. 
 

   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
     have mercy upon us. 
   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
     have mercy upon us. 
   Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, 
     grant us your peace. 

 

Presider    The Gifts of God for the People of God 
 

Communion 
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Spiritual Communion 
 

There have been times when people have not always been able to gather in person to fulfill our desire to 
receive Holy Communion. For these times, the Church provides the practice of Spiritual Communion. I invite all 
who are watching our liturgy online to receive Christ spiritually. Let us pray together: 

 

Blessed Jesus, I believe that we are fed with the spiritual food of your Body and Blood.  
Since I cannot receive You physically today, I now desire to receive you spiritually into 
my soul. Unite my heart with those of my community gathered to celebrate the great 
meal of thanksgiving and make us all one with you. May this spiritual communion 
strengthen my faith and grant me confidence in your loving care now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

Prayer After Communion 
 

Presider   Let us pray 
 

People  Eternal God, heavenly Father,  
 you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,  
 and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  
 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage  
 to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;  
 through Christ our Lord.   Amen. 
 

The Blessing 
 

Presider  The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in 
the knowledge and love of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ our Lord;  
 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you, and 
remain with you always.   Amen. 
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Recessional Hymn       Lord, Dismiss us With Thy Blessing       Hymnal 344, vs. 1-3 
 

 

 

 

 
 

The Dismissal 
 

Presider   Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People   Thanks be to God.  

 
 

Liturgical Ministers 
 

Presider/Preacher  Rev. Roger Haenke 
Reader/Prayers   Bill Cheney 
Psalmist/Vocalists  St. John’s Choir:  Jeff Bates, Tom Brzeczek,  

Alice Burnham, Pamela Brittain, Denise Eddleman, 
Jane Ferguson, Ted Garcia, Joe and Maria Love, 
Marge Moore, and Leslie Parker  

Organist      Cheryl Seppala 
Acolytes      Scott Bricknell, Marge Moore, Jaden Opara 
Ushers       Judy Butcher, Judy McKay 
Eucharistic Minister  Iris Atkins 
Livestream     Cliff Berkowitz 
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Altar Flowers 
 

The Altar Flowers are given by Marcia Morris in honor of Michael Morris’ birthday. 
 
 

St. John’s Mission Statement 
 

St. John’s is a Christian community that intentionally gathers to experience God’s love  
through Episcopal worship, education, fellowship, and ministry to the wider community. 

 
 

St. John’s Prayer Lists 
 

Today and every day include some time for prayer, for yourself,  
for your church family, and for those in need. 

 

For Our Military 
 

Matt Jensen, Drew Shorkey, Cody Crossland, Cameron Ronie, Chariti Paden, Mark Stanfield, 
Sean Robinson, Jonathan Martinez, TK Nguyen, Christopher Lindshield, Timothy Lindshield, 

Jeremy Colton, David Sanchez, Jonathan Baldera, Nick Wyatt, Jamal Warner, Matt Hernandez, 
Daniel Getreu, Jocelyn Hernandez, Devon Strunk, Taylor Harrold, Jorge Zuazua, Katherine 

Milam, Sebastian Morales, Richie Lebron, Roberto Johnson and the crew of USS Essex. 
 

For Strength in Time of Need 
 

Scott Hunter, Steve Magill, Gary & Shirley McCarren, Ann Lindshield, Lyne C., Kim B.,  
the Mount family, Rodney Muñoz, Oliva Escobar, Joe Cabral, Ted Garcia, Dean Nightingale  

The McClure family, Adam Beneschan, Helen McGrath and Geraldine Adams. 
 

Names are kept on the Prayers List for 4 weeks and should be submitted by Wednesday.  
If you wish to add a name, please email Maria Love at: maria@saint-johns.org. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

760 First Avenue  Chula Vista, CA  91910-6012 
(619) 422-4141 

Email: maria@saint-johns.org 
www.saint-johns.org 

mailto:maria@saint-johns.org
http://www.saint-johns.org/

