Morning Prayer

July 30, 2025
Opening Sentence
Officiant Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer. Psalm 19: 14

The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

Officiant Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:
Come let us adore him.

Jubilate Psalm 100

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.

Know this: The Lord himself is God;
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.

For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting;
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.

The Psalm Appointed  (appointed for the day) Psalm 50

The Lorp, the God of gods, has spoken;
he has called the earth from the rising of the sun to its setting.

Out of Zion, perfect in its beauty,
God reveals himself in glory.

Our God will come and will not keep silence;
before him there is a consuming flame,
and round about him a raging storm.



He calls the heavens and the earth from above
to witness the judgment of his people.

"Gather before me my loyal followers,
those who have made a covenant with me
and sealed it with sacrifice."

Let the heavens declare the rightness of his cause;
for God himself is judge.

Hear, O my people, and | will speak:
"0 Israel, | will bear witness against you;
for | am God, your God.

I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices;
your offerings are always before me.

I will take no bull-calf from your stalls,
nor he-goats out of your pens;

For all the beasts of the forest are mine,
the herds in their thousands upon the hills.

| know every bird in the sky,
and the creatures of the fields are in my sight.

If | were hungry, | would not tell you,
for the whole world is mine and all that is in it.

Do you think | eat the flesh of bulls,
or drink the blood of goats?

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving
and make good your vows to the Most High.

Call upon me in the day of trouble;
I will deliver you, and you shall honor me."

Whoever offers me the sacrifice of thanksgiving honors me;
but to those who keep in my way will | show the salvation of God."

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles Acts 2: 29-36

Peter said, “Fellow Israelites, | may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. Since he was a prophet, he knew that



God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his descendants on his throne.
Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of the Messiah, saying,

‘He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh experience corruption.’
This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are witnesses. Being therefore exalted at the
right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has
poured out this that you both see and hear. For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he
himself says,

‘The Lord said to my Lord,

“Sit at my right hand, until | make your enemies your footstool.””
Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both Lord
and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Canticle 9 The First Song of Isaiah Ecce, Deus Isaiah 12:2-6

Surely, it is God who saves me;
I will trust in him and not be afraid.

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,
and he will be my Savior.

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing
from the springs of salvation.

And on that day you shall say,
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;

Make his deeds known among the peoples;
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.

Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things,
and this is known in all the world.

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel
Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark Mark 16: 1-8
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When the sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome
bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Jesus. And very early on the first day of the
week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another,



“Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?” When they looked up,
they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered
the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they
were alarmed. But he said to them, “Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth,
who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him.
But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see
him, just as he told you.” So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement
had seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.



V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
. Let your people sing with joy.

. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
. For only in you can we live in safety.

. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

. Your saving health among all nations.

. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.

. Create in us clean hearts, O God;

R
Vv
R
Vv
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V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R
Vv
R
Vv
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day

O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
Increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that, with you as our ruler and guide, we may so
pass through things temporal, that we lose not the things eternal; through Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Officiant Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers, which we offer
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Spiritual Communion
Let us pray together a prayer for Spiritual Communion:

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. We are
grateful to know there are many ways to experience your presence, but in whatever
way we do, we know you come into our hearts, minds and souls. Unite my heart with
those of my family of faith and make us all one with you. May this spiritual
communion strengthen my faith and grant me confidence in your loving care

now and forever. Amen.



The General Thanksgiving

Officiant Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us
and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up ourselves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

Bible Study
Gospel: Luke 12: 13-21

Someone in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family
inheritance with me." But he said to him, "Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator
over you?" And he said to them, "Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;
for one's life does not consist in the abundance of possessions." Then he told them a
parable: "The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself, "What
should | do, for | have no place to store my crops?' Then he said, 'I| will do this: | will pull
down my barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods. And
| will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink,
be merry.' But God said to him, "You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of
you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' So it is with those who store
up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God."



Reflection on Luke 12: 13-21

In his opening remarks, Jesus proclaims that he will not participate in pronouncing any kind of
judgment. Still, he rather sneakily uses the parable, in fact, to pronounce judgment. Jesus
seems to say to the young man desperately wishing to draw him into his family quarrel,
“You’re paying attention to the wrong things!” In the New Revised Standard Version
translation, Jesus sets the scene for his story and tells the crowd to “Take care” (v. 15).

The original Greek word for this phrase means see, view, or perceive. He does not tell them to
listen up or pay close attention. Instead, Jesus tells them to “perceive,” and then follows with,
“Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions” (v. 15). By saying this, Jesus indicates that this goes beyond objective reality or
rationalizations of the mind. He wants the young man and the crowd to feel the meaning
within their bodies, and to know in a different kind of way.

This does not necessarily seem to be a lesson centered on sharing, but the rich man in the
parable uses the word “my” five times in the span of just two verses: “my crops,” “my barns,”
“my grain,” “my goods,” “my soul” (v. 17-19). Then, he knocks down his old barn and builds a
bigger one to hold his stash. Luke stresses the importance of an equitable society, so the truth
to be perceived comes directly from Jesus’ use of the word abundance. With great irony, the
rich man capitalizing on his abundance makes him blind to the truth of God’s abundance.

The rich man’s greed is built upon his fear of scarcity for his future. Luke drives this point
home when God says, “You fool!” (v. 20), echoing Jesus’ opening sentiments to the young
man. God seems to say, “Your eyes are so narrowed on your material accumulations, you
cannot see the destruction your greed rains upon you or the others around you.”

o How might your perceptions be out of focus with God’s?
o Within your communities, where do you see the fear of scarcity doing harm to others?

« Are there spaces where you can expose the myth of scarcity and introduce the
abundance of God?



