Welcome to

St. John’s Episcopal Church
Chula Vista, CA

The First Sunday of Advent

November 29, 2020
9:00 am

Livestreamed worship service

No matter who you are or where you are on your spiritual journey,
you are welcome here




Prelude

Opening Hymn

The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns

Hymnal 73,vs. 1,3 & 5
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3 of that morn, the day  that e’er shall last;

5 peo - ple pray, come quick - ly, King  of kings.
Opening Acclamation
Presider: Blessed are you, holy and living God.

People: You come to your people and set them free. Amen. Alleluia.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Holy God Trisagion Hymnal S-102
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The Collect of the Day

Presider: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Presider: Let us pray.

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light,
now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great
humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both
the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

A Reading from the Book of Isaiah Isaiah 64:1-9

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence--

as when fire kindles brushwood and the fire causes water to boil--

to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!

When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.

From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.

You meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.

But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.

We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.

We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
Yet, O Lord, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.

Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 Qui regis Israel

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.

In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.

Restore us, O God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

O Lord God of hosts,
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers of your people?

You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.

You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.

Restore us, O God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand,
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself.

And so will we never turn away from you;
give us life, that we may call upon your Name.

Restore us, O Lord God of hosts;
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved.

A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

1 Corinthians 1:3-9

| give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been given
you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech and
knowledge of every kind-- just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among
you-- so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our
Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship

of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Gradual O Come O Come Emmanuel Hymnal 56
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Re - joice! Re - joice! Em - man - u - el shall come to thee, O Is - ra - el
The Gospel Mark 13:24-37
Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.

People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Jesus said, “In those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will
send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to
the ends of heaven.

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its
leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these things taking place, you
know that he is near, at the very gates. Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass away until
all these things have taken place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man
going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and
commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know
when the master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what | say to you | say to
all: Keep awake.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
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Sermon

Stewardship Reflection Jeff Bates
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The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. @ Amen.

Prayers of the People

We pray for the holy Church of God in all places;
That we all may be one.

Grant that every member of the Church may truly and humbly serve you with love;
That your Name may be glorified by all people.

We pray for all bishops, priests, deacons, and all who minister with joy;
That they may be faithful ministers of your Word and Sacraments.

We pray for all who govern and hold authority in the nations of the world;
That there may be justice and peace on the earth.



Give us the grace to do your will in all that we undertake;
That our works may find favor in your sight.

We pray that those who suffer from any grief or trouble may find a sense of hope; especially
those on our parish prayer list;
That they may be delivered from their distress.

Give to the departed eternal rest; especially Debbie Milam
Let light perpetual shine upon them.

We praise you for your saints who have entered into joy;
May we also come to share in your heavenly kingdom.

Let us pray for our own needs and those of others.
Silence

The People may add their own petitions.

Together let us pray for those serving in the armed forces, first responders, medical
professionals, essential workers and their families

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women
of our armed forces, first responders, medical professionals, essential workers and
their families. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in
their trials and challenges; give them courage to face the perils which beset them; and
grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Presider: Almighty and eternal God, hear the prayers of your people, and strengthen us to
do your will that we may be ready and waiting when you come to us in glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Confession of Sin

Presider: Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. Amen.



Presider: Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.

The Peace
Presider: The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People: And also with you.

Greet one another in the Name of Christ, or name those whom you hold dear in your heart
Birthday and Anniversary Prayer

The Offertory

Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God.

You may offer your gift by mail or stop by the parish office,
Or online by using the “Give Now” button on our St. John’s website: =~ www.saint-johns.org

Offertory Anthem

A General Thanksgiving

Accept, O Lord, our thanks and praise for all that you have done for us.
We thank you for the splendor of the whole creation, for the beauty of this world, for the
wonder of life, and for the mystery of love.

We thank you for the blessing of family and friends, and for the loving care which surrounds us
on every side.

We thank you for setting us at tasks which demand our best efforts, and for leading us to
accomplishments which satisfy and delight us.

We thank you also for those disappointments and failures that lead us to acknowledge our
dependence on you alone.

Above all, we thank you for your Son Jesus Christ; for the truth of his Word and the example of
his life; for his steadfast obedience, by which he overcame temptation; for his dying, through
which he overcame death; and for his rising to life again, in which we are raised to the life of
your kingdom.

Grant us the gift of your Spirit, that we may know Christ and make him known; and through
him, at all times and in all places, may give thanks to you in all things. Amen.


http://www.saint-johns.org/

Lord’s Prayer
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

Spiritual Communion

Spiritual Communion is an ancient practice of the church. St. Thomas Aquinas (b. 1225) once defined it as “an
ardent desire to receive Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament and in lovingly embracing Him as if we had actually
received Him.” So even though we may not receive Communion physically, we may receive Christ spiritually.

Blessed Jesus, | believe that we are fed with the spiritual food of your Body and Blood. Since |
cannot receive You sacramentally today, | now desire to receive you into my soul. Unite my
heart with those of my community gathered to offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and make
us all one with you. May this spiritual communion strengthen my faith and grant me
confidence in your loving care now and forever. Amen.

Concluding Collect for Stewardship

Generous and loving God, we come to you in thanksgiving, knowing that all we are and all that
we have is a gift from you. In faith and love, help us to do your will. We are listening. Speak
your words into the depth of our souls, that we may hear you clearly.

We offer to you this day all the facets of our lives, whether it be at home, at work, or at school.
We seek to be patient, to be merciful, to be generous, to be holy. Give us the wisdom and
insight to understand your will for us and the fervor to carry out our good intentions.

We offer our gifts of time, talent and possessions to you as a true act of faith, to reflect our
love for you and our neighbors. Help us to reach out to others as you have reached out to us.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Presider: May the Son of God who comes to us bring you the light of his holiness and the
blessing of freedom. Amen.

May God make you steadfast in faith, joyful in hope and untiring in love all the days of your life.
Amen.

May God our redeemer, when he comes again in glory, reward you with endless life. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be amongst you, and
remain with you always. Amen.



Closing Hymn Rejoice! Rejoice Believers! Hymnal 68
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up, watchin ex - pec - ta - ton! at mid - night comes the  cry.
rise up, ye heirs of glo - ry, the Bride-groom is at  hand!
the day of earth’s re -demp - tion,and ev - er be with thee!

The Dismissal

Presider Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.

People Thanks be to God.
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Liturgical Leaders

Presider/Preacher Rev. Roger Haenke
Reader Pamela Brittain
Prayers of the People  Jeff Bates
Psalmist/Vocalist Jane Ferguson,
Organist Cheryl Seppala

Livestream and Sound Cliff Berkowitz and Jeff Bates

St. John’s Mission Statement

St. John’s is a Christian community that intentionally gathers to experience God’s love
through Episcopal worship, education, fellowship, and ministry to the wider community.

St. John’s Prayer Lists

Today and every day include some time for prayer, for yourself,
for your church family, and for those in need.

For Our Military

Matt Jensen, Drew Shorkey, Cody Crossland, Cameron Ronie, Chariti Paden,

Mark Stanfield, Sean Robinson, Jonathan Martinez, TK Nguyen, Christopher Lindshield,
Timothy Lindshield, Jeremy Colton, David Sanchez, Jonathan Baldera, Nick Wyatt, Jamal
Warner, Matt Hernandez, Daniel Getreu, Jocelyn Hernandez, Devon Strunk, Taylor Harrold,
Jorge Zuazua, Katherine Milam, Sebastian Morales, Richie Lebron and Roberto Johnson.

For Strength in Time of Need

Scott Hunter, Betty Robertson, the Cook family, Marge Moore, Brian Elly, Edward Thomas,
Anne Marie Mackay, Bernie Duignan, Jeff Walker, Christy Gollihur, Judith Malear,
Gloria Attaway, Dyan Wyatt, Marla Wyatt and the Milam family.

For the repose of the soul of Debbie Milam.
May light perpetual shine on her.

(Names are kept on the Prayers List for 4 weeks and should be submitted by Wednesday.
If you wish to add a name, please email Maria Love at: maria@saint-johns.org.)

We Are Available in Your Time of Need

If you have a pastoral emergency when the parish offices are closed,
please call Rev. Roger at 619-301-0724 or email revroger@saint-johns.org
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St. John’s Clergy
The Rev. Roger Haenke, Rector

The Rev. Cathey Dowdle

St. John’s Vestry
David Dennehy, Senior Warden
(619) 840-9994
masterfrog@att.net
Terry Farrelly, Treasurer
Diane Gustafson, Clerk
Pamela Brittain
Tom Brzeczek
Ray Contreras
Muriel Kulikowski
Jim McDevitt
Judy McKay
Lynn Young

St. John’s Episcopal Church
760 First Avenue Chula Vista, CA 91910-6012
(619) 422-4141
Email: maria@saint-johns.org
www.saint-johns.org
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