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Morning Prayer 
 

David Oakerhater 
Deacon and Missionary, 1931 

 

September 1, 2021 
 

Opening Sentence 
 

Officiant  Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength and my redeemer.    Psalm 19:14  

 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
 

Officiant  Lord, open our lips. 
People   And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.  
 

Officiant and People Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  Alleluia. 

 

Officiant  The mercy of the Lord is everlasting:  
Come let us adore him.  

 

Jubilate  Psalm 100  
 

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;  
serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song.  

 

Know this: The Lord himself is God;   
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.  

 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  
go into his courts with praise;  
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.  

 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting;  
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.  

 

The Psalm Appointed  (appointed for the day) Psalm 96:1–7  
 

O sing to the LORD a new song; 
sing to the LORD, all the earth. 

 

Sing to the LORD, bless his name; 
tell of his salvation from day to day. 
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Declare his glory among the nations, 
his marvelous works among all the peoples. 

 

For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; 
he is to be revered above all gods. 

 

For all the gods of the peoples are idols, 
but the LORD made the heavens. 

 

Honor and majesty are before him; 
strength and beauty are in his sanctuary. 

 

Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, 
ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  

 

The Lessons 
 

A Reading from Prophet Isaiah        Isaiah 52: 7-10  
 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; for in plain sight they see the 

return of the LORD to Zion.  Break forth together into singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has 

comforted his people, he has redeemed Jerusalem.  The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes 

of all the nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Canticle 9  The First Song of Isaiah      Isaiah 12: 2-6  
 

Surely, it is God who saves me;  
I will trust in him and not be afraid.  

 

For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense,  
and he will be my Savior.  

 

Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing  
from the springs of salvation.  

 

And on that day you shall say,  
Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name;  

 

Make his deeds known among the peoples;  
see that they remember that his Name is exalted.  
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Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things,  
and this is known in all the world.  

 

Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy,  
for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel.  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen.  

 

The Gospel  
 

Gospeller The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.  Luke 10: 1-9  
People              Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every 
town and place where he himself intended to go.  He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, 
but the laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest.  Go on your way.  See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves.   
Carry no purse, no bag, no sandals; and greet no one on the road.  Whatever house you enter, 
first say, ‘Peace to this house!’  And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will 
rest on that person; but if not, it will return to you.  Remain in the same house, eating and 
drinking whatever they provide, for the laborer deserves to be paid.  Do not move about from 
house to house.  Whenever you enter a town and its people welcome you, eat what is set 
before you; cure the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near 
to you.’ 
 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ.  

 

Reflection 
 

“God’s warrior” is an epithet by which David Pendleton Oakerhater is known among the 
Cheyenne Indians of Oklahoma. The title is an apt one, for this apostle of Christ to the 
Cheyenne was originally a soldier who fought against the United States government with 
warriors of other tribes in the disputes over Indian land rights. By the late 1860s Oakerhater 
had distinguished himself for bravery and leadership as  
 

an officer in an elite corps of Cheyenne fighters. In 1875, after a year of minor uprisings and 
threats of major violence, he and twenty-seven other warrior leaders were taken prisoner by 
the U.S. Army, charged with inciting rebellion, and sent to a disused military prison in Florida.  
 

Under the influence of a concerned Army captain, who sought to educate the prisoners, 
Oakerhater and his companions learned English, gave art and archery lessons to the area’s 
many visitors, and had their first encounter with the Christian faith. The captain’s example, 
and that of other concerned Christians, from as far away as New York, had their effect on the 



4 
 

young warrior. He was moved to answer the call to transform his leadership in war into a 
lifelong ministry of peace.  
 

With sponsorship from the Diocese of Central New York and financial help from a Mrs. 
Pendleton of Cincinnati, he and three other prisoners went north to study for the ministry. At 
his baptism in Syracuse in 1878 he took the name David Pendleton Oakerhater, in honor of his 
benefactress.  
 

Soon after his ordination to the diaconate in 1881, David returned to Oklahoma. There, he was 
instrumental in founding and operating schools and missions, through great personal sacrifice 
and often in the face of apathy from the Church hierarchy and resistance from the 
government. He continued his ministry of service, education, and pastoral care among his 
people until his death on August 31, 1931.  
 

Half a century before, the young deacon had told his people: “You all know me. You remember 
when I led you out to war I went first, and what I told you was true. Now I have been away to 
the East and I have learned about another captain, the Lord Jesus Christ, and he is my leader. 
He goes first, and all he tells me is true. I come back to my people to tell you to go with me 
now in this new road, a war that makes all for peace.”  
 

The Apostles’ Creed  
 

Officiant and People 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again. 
He ascended into heaven,  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen.   

 

The Prayers 
 

Officiant  The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Officiant  Let us pray.  
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever.  Amen.  

 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
 

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;  
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
 

V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety.  
 

V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
 

V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
 

V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
 

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 

The Collect of the Day 
 

Officiant  O God of unsearchable wisdom and infinite mercy, you chose a captive warrior, 
David Oakerhater, to be your servant, and sent him to be a missionary to his own people, and 
to exercise the office of a deacon among them: Liberate us, who commemorate him today, 
from bondage to self, and empower us for service to you and to the neighbors you have given 
us; through Jesus Christ, the captain of our salvation; who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.   Amen.  
 

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving    
 

Officiant  Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful 
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer 
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may 
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.  
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Spiritual Communion 
 

Let us pray together a prayer for Spiritual Communion: 
 

Blessed Jesus, I believe that we are fed with the spiritual food of your Body and Blood.  
Since I cannot receive You physically today, I now desire to receive you spiritually into 
my soul. Unite my heart with those of my community gathered to celebrate the great 
meal of thanksgiving and make us all one with you. May this spiritual communion 
strengthen my faith and grant me confidence in your loving care now and forever.  
Amen. 

 

The General Thanksgiving  
 

Officiant  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,  
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up ourselves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages.  Amen.  

 

Officiant  Let us bless the Lord.  
People  Thanks be to God.  
 

Officiant  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore.  Amen.  
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Bible Study 
 

Gospel:  Mark 7:24-37 
24 From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did not 
want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, 25but a woman whose 
little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed 
down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to 
cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, ‘Let the children be fed first, for it is not 
fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’ 28But she answered him, ‘Sir, even the 
dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.’ 29Then he said to her, ‘For saying that, you 
may go—the demon has left your daughter.’ 30So she went home, found the child lying on the 
bed, and the demon gone. 
31 Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of 
Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf man who had an 
impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in 
private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his 
tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, ‘Ephphatha’, that is, ‘Be 
opened.’ 35And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke 
plainly. 36Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more 
zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, ‘He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.’ 
 

Reflection on Mark 7:24-37 
 

This Gospel reading begins as Jesus tries to escape the crowds of people. Jesus was tired and He 
needed time to rest and pray. He hoped to find a place where both He and his disciples could be alone 
and rest. 
 

However, a woman whose daughter had an unclean spirit heard that Jesus was in Tyre and she quietly 
entered the house where He was staying. The woman was Greek and in that day, all Greeks were 
considered “dogs” by Jewish society. This woman was viewed as one of the least in their eyes and as 
such, she should have kept her distance from Jesus. But the woman was desperate and yet hopeful. 
 

When she approached Jesus, He asked the woman why she was there. Jesus realized that it was highly 
unusual for a Greek woman to approach Him. Despite this, the woman spoke directly to Jesus. She 
told Him that even the dogs were permitted to eat the scraps that fell from the master’s table. And 
she would be more than content with the scrap that Jesus might give her. The scrap that she was 
hoping for was restored health for her daughter. 
 

Jesus was astounded at the woman’s faith and courage and He immediately told her that the demon 
had left her daughter. And when the woman arrived home, her daughter was well! 
 

What is the “demon” in our lives that we are asking Jesus to cast out today? I invite you to spend 
some time today pondering that question. What will you ask Jesus for today? Jesus is waiting for you! 

 


