Welcome to

St. John'’s Episcopal Church

Chula Vista, CA

The Second Sunday of Easter

and

Creation Sunday

April 27, 2025
9:00 am

No matter who you are or where you are on your spiritual journey,
you are welcome here



Prelude
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Opening Acclamation

Celebrant

People

Alleluia. Christ is risen.
The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia.

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.



The Gloria Gloria in Excelsis Hymnal S-280
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The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O heavenly Creator, who has filled the world with beauty: Open our eyes to behold your
gracious hand in all your works; that, rejoicing in your whole creation, we may learn to serve
you with gladness; for the sake of him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lessons
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles Acts 5: 27-32

When the temple police had brought the apostles, they had them stand before the council.
The high priest questioned them, saying, "We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name,
yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this
man's blood on us." But Peter and the apostles answered, "We must obey God rather than
any human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by
hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these things,

and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him."

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 150 Laudate Dominum

Hallelujah! Praise God in his holy temple;
praise him in the firmament of his power.

Praise him for his mighty acts;
praise him for his excellent greatness.

Praise him with the blast of the ram's-horn;
praise him with lyre and harp.

Praise him with timbrel and dance;
praise him with strings and pipe.

Praise him with resounding cymbals;
praise him with loud-clanging cymbals.

Let everything that has breath
praise the Lord. Hallelujah!



A Reading from the Book of Revelation Revelation 1: 4-8

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was
and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and from Jesus Christ, the
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us
and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and
Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

Look! He is coming with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and on his
account all the tribes of the earth will wail. Soitisto be. Amen. "l am the Alpha and the Omega,"
says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Celtic Alleluia

The Gospel John 20:19-31
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the
disciples had met were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you."
After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so | send you."
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained." But Thomas
(who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other
disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord." But he said to them,

"Unless | see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails

and my hand in his side, | will not believe."

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors
were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you." Then he said to
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not
doubt but believe." Thomas answered him, "My Lord and my God!"

Jesus said to him, "Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not
seen and yet have come to believe."

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.
But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,

the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.



Sermon

The Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Honoring God in Creation
Celebrant Let us pray for the revealing of the reign of God in the world, now and always.

Creator of earth, sea, and sky, kindle the fire of your Spirit within us that we may be bold to
heal and defend the earth, and pour your blessing upon all who work for the good of the
planet. God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.
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Breath of life, receive our thanks for the beauty of our earth and all who dwell on it, and grant
us the wisdom and will to conserve it. God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Source of life, heal and redeem the wounds of your creation, and visit the places and people
who suffer from our indifference, neglect, and greed. God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Lover of all you have made, we thank you for the wondrous diversity of your creatures, and we
pray for their well-being. God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Giver of all good gifts, awaken us daily to our dependence upon your bounty, and make us
always thankful for the abundance of your blessings. God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Comforter of all the earth, sustain the people of this congregation who desire or need your
presence and help, especially those listed on our parish prayer lists. God, Giver of life,
Hear our prayer.

Refuge and hope of all your creatures, receive into everlasting mercy all those who have died,
especially Pope Francis and Jon Link, brother of Lynn Young.
God, Giver of life,

Hear our prayer.

Source of all strength, protect those who risk their lives to ensure our freedom, to heal,
protect, comfort, and keep us safe,

Almighty God, we commend to your gracious care and keeping all the men and women
of our armed forces, first responders, medical professionals, essential workers and
their families. Defend them day by day with your heavenly grace; strengthen them in
their trials and challenges; give them courage to face the perils which beset them; and
grant them a sense of your abiding presence wherever they may be; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Celebrant Eternal God, the light of all who know you, come and fill our hearts with your love.
Help us speak when many keep silent, help us stand for what is right when many sit in
indifference. Increase our faith and charity, until your kingdom comes and heaven and earth
rejoice in everlasting glory; through your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.



The Confession
Celebrant Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor.

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and
forgive us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
Name. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal
life. Amen.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

Birthday, Anniversary and Traveler Prayers

The Offertory

Your generous offering helps us to continue the mission and ministry of the parish.
You may give here or online by using the “Give Now” button on our St. John’s website: www.saint-johns.org

Offertory Anthem
Doxology
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The Great Thanksgiving

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is truly right to glorify you and to give you thanks; for you alone are God, living and true,

dwelling in light inaccessible from before time and for ever.
Fountain of life and source of all goodness, you made all things and fill them with your
blessing; you created them to rejoice in the splendor of your radiance.

Countless throngs of angels stand before you to serve you night and day; and, beholding the
glory of your presence, they offer you unceasing praise. Joining with them, and giving voice

to every creature under heaven, we acclaim you, and glorify your Name, as we sing:
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We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power. Your mighty works reveal your wisdom and

love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole world into our care, so that,
in obedience to you, our Creator, we might rule and serve all your creatures.

When our disobedience took us far from you, you did not abandon us to the power of death.

In your mercy you came to our help, so that in seeking you we might find you.

Again and again you called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us

to hope for salvation.

God, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent your only Son to be our

Savior. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us,

yet without sin. To the poor he proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom;

to the sorrowful, joy. To fulfill your purpose he gave himself up to death; and,
rising from the grave, destroyed death, and made the whole creation new.



And, that we might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us,
he sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his work in the
world, and to bring to fulfillment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly Father, having loved his
own who were in the world, he loved them to the end; at supper with them he took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said,
“Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you. This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you
and for all for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of

”

me.

Lord, we now celebrate this memorial of our redemption. Recalling Christ’s death and his
descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection and ascension to your right hand,
awaiting his coming in glory; and offering to you, from the gifts you have given us,
this bread and this cup, we praise you and we bless you.
Celebrant and People

We praise you, we bless you,

we give thanks to you,

and we pray to you, Lord our God.

Lord, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit may descend upon us,
and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing them to be holy gifts for your holy people,
the bread of life and the cup of salvation, the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ.

Grant that all who share this bread and cup may become one body and one spirit,
a living sacrifice in Christ, to the praise of your Name.

And grant that we may find our inheritance with St. John, and all the saints who have found
favor with you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory through you
Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honor and glory are yours,
Almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

r
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The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;
Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God

Communion

You are invited to come forward to receive Holy Communion. We offer Holy Communion under both forms of
bread and wine. After receiving the bread, indicate to the Chalice Bearer if you prefer drinking from the cup or
intinction by the Chalice Bearer (dipping the bread into the wine). If you do not want to receive Holy
Communion, you are invited to come forward for a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest.

Spiritual Communion
| invite all who are watching our liturgy online to receive Christ spiritually. Let us pray together:

Lord Jesus, we believe that you are truly present in the Blessed Sacrament. We are
grateful to know there are many ways to experience your presence, but in whatever
way we do, we know you come into our hearts, minds and souls. Unite my heart with
those of my family of faith gathered to celebrate the great meal of thanksgiving and
make us all one with you. May this spiritual communion strengthen my faith and
grant me confidence in your loving care now and forever. Amen.

Prayer After Communion
Celebrant Let us pray

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us

as living members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage
to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing

Celebrant May God, who has redeemed us and made us his children through the
resurrection of his Son our Lord, bestow upon you the riches of his blessing. Amen.

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon you,
and remain with you always. Amen.

The Dismissal

Celebrant Let us go forth in the name of Christ. Alleluia. Alleluia
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.
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Recessional Hymn For the Beauty of the Earth Hymnal 416
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Christ our God, to thee we raise this our hymn of  grate-ful praise.
Postlude

Collect for Stewardship of Creation

O merciful Creator,
your hand is open wide to satisfy the needs of every living creature:
Make us always thankful for your loving providence;
and grant that we, remembering the account that we must one day give,
may be faithful stewards of your good gifts;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Liturgical Ministers

Celebrant/Preacher Rev. Roger Haenke
Reader/Prayers David Dennehy, Bill Gustafson
Psalmist/Vocalists St. John’s Choir: Jeff Bates, Bob Dunn, Alice Burnham,

Pamela Brittain, Denise Eddleman, Jane Ferguson,
Frank Hafner, Don Lamar, Joe and Maria Love,
Marge Moore, Nancy Painter,

Leslie Parker, Tom Welch

Organist Cheryl Seppala

Acolytes Malia Attaway, Scott Bricknell, Marge Moore
Lynn Naranjo

Ushers Judy McKay, Liliana Morales

Eucharistic Minister Iris Atkins, Debbie Lothspeich, Alex Valdez-Beer

Livestream Cliff Berkowitz, Jamie Attaway

Altar Flowers

The altar flowers are given in memory of Michael Morris by Ann and Bill Rogers

Faster Flower Dedications
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We remember before God all those who rejoice with us, whose hope is in the Word made flesh,
and with whom in the Lord Jesus we are one forevermore.

In memory of Carl Ferguson and Fr. Jerry, Sallye, and Larry Graves

given by Jane Ferguson

In honor of Diego Almanza’s 18" Birthday

given by Ivonne Rosario

In memory of Norma Dunn
given by Bob Dunn

In memory of family and friends

given by Alice Burnham

In memory of our parents and Gustavo
given by Bill and Irene Cheney
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In memory of June and Hector Vasquez
given by Mike and Celia Vasquez

In memory of Mitch Young
given by Lynn Young

In memory of family
given by David and Linda Dennehy

In memory of Penny and Debbie Milam
given by Bob Milam

In remembrance of my father Colonel Paul Edward Nottage

and my mother Doris Imogiene McDonald Nottage.
given by Janie Burchartz

In thanksgiving for my daughters,
Josette Renee Short and Meghan Leslie McKay

given by Janie Burchartz

In memory of my husband, Michael

given by Marcia Morris

In celebration of Oliver Alton McCurry

given by Rev. Susanna DesMarais

In honor of family

given by Barbara Duncan

To the glory of God
given by Georgia Mendez

In memory of our parents and brother
given by Bill and Diane Gustafson

In memory of my father, Miguel Valdez

given by Alejandra Valdez-Beer
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St. John’s Prayer Lists

Today and every day, include some time for prayer,
for yourself, for your church family, and for those in need.

For Our Military

Matt Jensen, Drew Shorkey, Cody Crossland, Cameron Ronie, Chariti Paden, Mark Stanfield,
Sean Robinson, Jonathan Martinez, TK Nguyen, Christopher Lindshield, Timothy Lindshield,
Jeremy Colton, David Sanchez, Jonathan Baldera, Nick Wyatt, Jamal Warner, Matt Hernandez,
Daniel Getreu, Devon Strunk, Taylor Harrold, Jorge Zuazua, Roberto Chavez, Ryan Lothspeich,
Andrew C. Dugger, Dan and Chelsey Nyaradi, Gen. G.C. Heinrich, Pedro Bonilla, Patrick King,
Connor Feeny, and Sebastian Morales and the crew of the USS Nimitz.

For Strength in Time of Need

Steve Magill, Gary and Shirley McCarren, the McClure family, Alec Hauer,
Karen Polk, Bob Milam, Bill Rogers, James Kellogg Burnham Ill, Mike Gollihur,
Linda Longoria-Neff, Fr. George Keith, Joan Sutton, Rosemarie Viloria, Tami Loehr, Lisa Dewar,
Duncan and Celia Wright and family, Patty Casillas, Nancy Stewart, and Jamie Attaway.

For the Deceased
Pray for the repose of the souls of Pope Francis and Jon Link, brother of Lynn Young.

Rest eternal grant to them, O Lord;
And let light perpetual shine upon them.

May their soul and the souls of all the departed,
through the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.

(Names are kept on the Prayers List for 4 weeks and should be submitted by Wednesday.
If you wish to add a name, please email Maria Love at: info@saint-johns.org.)

15


mailto:info@saint-johns.org

St. John’s Mission Statement
St. John'’s is a Christian community that intentionally gathers to experience God’s love

through Episcopal worship, education, fellowship, and ministry to the wider community.

St. John’s Clergy

The Rev. Roger Haenke, Rector
The Rev. Susanna DesMarais

St. John’s Vestry

Bob Dunn, Senior Warden
619-913-5580
RNDunn2@gmail.com

Jeff Bates, Junior Warden
206-579-9435
jefbates@icloud.com

Terry Farrelly, Treasurer
Lynn Young, Clerk
Iris Atkins
Bill Cheney
David Dennehy
Bill Gustafson
Helena Livingston
Alejandra Valdez-Beer

St. John’s

[l’IS(.Ol’\L CHURCH

11i

760 First Avenue Chula Vista, CA 91910-6012
(619) 422-4141
Email: info@saint-johns.org
www.saint-johns.org
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