Morning Prayer

February 12, 2025

Opening Sentence
Officiant | will give you as a light to the nations,

That my salvation may reach to the end of the earth. Isaiah 49:6b
The Invitatory and Psalter

Officiant Lord, open our lips.
People And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant and People Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

Officiant Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness:
Come let us adore him.

Venite Psalm 95:1-7

Come, let us sing to the Lord;
let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to him with psalms.

For the Lord is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.

In his hand are the caverns of the earth,
and the heights of the hills are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it,
and his hands have molded the dry land.

Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee,
and kneel before the Lord our Maker.

For he is our God,
and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.
Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!

The Psalm Appointed (appointed for the day) Psalm 46

God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,
though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;



though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.

God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved;
God will help it when the morning dawns.

The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter;
he utters his voice, the earth melts.

The Lorp of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Come, behold the works of the LorD;
see what desolations he has brought on the earth.

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear;
he burns the shields with fire.

“Be still, and know that | am God!
| am exalted among the nations,
| am exalted in the earth.”

The Lorp of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Lessons

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah Isaiah 55: 6-11

Seek the Lorp while he may be found, call upon him while he is near;

let the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts;

let them return to the LoRD, that he may have mercy on them,

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the LORD.

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven,

and do not return there until they have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout,

giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater,

so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty,

but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and succeed in the thing for which | sent it.



The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Canticle 16 The Song of Zechariah Benedictus Dominus Deus ILuke 1: 68-79

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel;
he has come to his people and set them free.

He has raised up for us a mighty savior,
born of the house of his servant David.

Through his holy prophets he promised of old,
that he would save us from our enemies,
from the hands of all who hate us.

He promised to show mercy to our fathers
and to remember his holy covenant.

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham,
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,

Free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight
all the days of our life.

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,

To give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of their sins.

In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.

The Gospel

Gospeller ~ The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. John 15: 1-11
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me that
bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have
already been cleansed by the word that | have spoken to you. Abide in me as | abide in you.
Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless
you abide in me. | am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and | in them
bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is



thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and
burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples. As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my
commandments, you will abide in my love, just as | have kept my Father’s commandments and
abide in his love. | have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your
joy may be complete.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers

Officiant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Officiant Let us pray.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.



V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.

V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
. Let your people sing with joy.

. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
. For only in you can we live in safety.

. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.

. Your saving health among all nations.

. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
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V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R
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R

V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;

R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.

The Collect of the Day

Officiant Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that
abundant life which you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving

Officiant Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.

Spiritual Communion
Let us pray together a prayer for Spiritual Communion:

Blessed Jesus, | believe that we are fed with the spiritual food of your Body and Blood.
Since | cannot receive You physically today, | now desire to receive you spiritually into
my soul. Unite my heart with those of my community who will not gather in person to
celebrate the great meal of thanksgiving and make us all one with you. May this
spiritual communion strengthen my faith and grant me confidence in your loving care
now and forever. Amen.



The General Thanksgiving

Officiant Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness to us
and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up ourselves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.

Officiant Let us bless the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.
Officiant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

Bible Study

Gospel: Luke 6:17-26

Jesus came down with the twelve apostles and stood on a level place, with a great crowd
of his disciples and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of
Tyre and Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those
who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to
touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.

Then he looked up at his disciples and said:

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God.

“Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled.

“Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.

“Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and
defame you on account of the Son of Man.



Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is
what their ancestors did to the prophets."

"But woe to you who are rich, for you have received your consolation.

"Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry.

"Woe to you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep.

"Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false
prophets."

Reflection on Luke 6: 17-26

Unlike in Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus does not preach the Beatitudes sitting on a mountainside
above the crowds. Instead, Luke paints a picture of a Jesus among the crowds of people all
striving to touch his body. Rather than separate and exalted, Jesus is quite literally reachable,
in the midst of the yearning, struggling mass of humanity. It is from this posture that Jesus
“looked up at his disciples” to teach them about the topsy-turvy Kingdom of God.

Where we locate Jesus in relationship to us can tell us a lot about how comfortable we feel
about reaching for him. As a preacher, Jesus stands first in solidarity with the poor, hungry,
mourning, and excluded before teaching about the divine justice God promises to them and to
those whose wealth and comfort have kept them separate.

o Where have you located Jesus in your life?
When have you experienced Jesus as beside you?
When has Jesus felt unreachable?

« How can you bring Jesus’ style of preaching into your own practice of spreading the
Good News of the justice-seeking love of God?
Whom might Jesus be standing among today?



