Morning Prayer
St. Michael & All Angels
September 29, 2021
Opening Sentence
Officiant
Their sound has gone out into all lands,
And their message to the ends of the world.

Psalm 19:4

The Invitatory and Psalter
Lord, open our lips.
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.

Officiant
People

Officiant and People

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

The Lord is glorious in his saints:
Come let us adore him.

Officiant

Jubilate

Psalm 100

Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands;
serve the Lord with gladness
and come before his presence with a song.
Know this: The Lord himself is God;
he himself has made us, and we are his;
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture.
Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise;
give thanks to him and call upon his Name.
For the Lord is good;
his mercy is everlasting;
and his faithfulness endures from age to age.
The Psalm Appointed (appointed for the day)

Psalm 103: 19-22

The LORD has established his throne in the heavens,
and his kingdom rules over all.
Bless the LORD, O you his angels,
you mighty ones who do his bidding,
obedient to his spoken word.
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Bless the LORD, all his hosts,
his ministers that do his will.
Bless the LORD, all his works,
in all places of his dominion.
Bless the LORD, O my soul.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
The Lessons
A Reading from the Book of Revelation

Revelation 12: 7-12

And war broke out in heaven; Michael and his angels fought against the dragon. The dragon
and his angels fought back, but they were defeated, and there was no longer any place for
them in heaven. The great dragon was thrown down, that ancient serpent, who is called the
Devil and Satan, the deceiver of the whole world—he was thrown down to the earth, and his
angels were thrown down with him.
Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, proclaiming,
“Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God
and the authority of his Messiah, for the accuser of our comrades has been thrown
down, who accuses them day and night before our God.
But they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony, for they did not cling to life even in the face of death.
Rejoice then, you heavens and those who dwell in them!
But woe to the earth and the sea, for the devil has come down to you with great wrath,
because he knows that his time is short!”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Canticle 10

The Second Song of Isaiah

Isaiah 55: 6-11

Seek the Lord while he wills to be found;
call upon him when he draws near.
Let the wicked forsake their ways
and the evil ones their thoughts;
And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have compassion,
and to our God, for he will richly pardon.
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor your ways my ways, says the Lord.
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For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways,
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
For as rain and snow fall from the heavens
and return not again, but water the earth,
Bringing forth life and giving growth,
seed for sowing and bread for eating,
So is my word that goes forth from my mouth;
it will not return to me empty;
But it will accomplish that which I have purposed,
and prosper in that for which I sent it.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
The Gospel
Gospeller
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John 1: 47-51

When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in
whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi,
you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I
told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he
said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending
and descending upon the Son of Man.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
Reflection
The scriptural word “angel” (Greek: angelos) means, literally, a messenger. Messengers from
God can be visible or invisible, and may assume human or non-human forms. Christians have
always felt themselves to be attended by healthful spirits—swift, powerful, and enlightening.
Those beneficent spirits are often depicted in Christian art in human form, with wings to
signify their swiftness and spacelessness, with swords to signify their power, and with dazzling
raiment to signify their ability to enlighten. Unfortunately, this type of pictorial representation
has led many to dismiss the angels as “just another mythical beast, like the unicorn, the griffin,
or the sphinx.”
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Of the many angels spoken of in the Bible, only four are called by name: Michael, Gabriel,
Uriel, and Raphael. The Archangel Michael is the powerful agent of God who wards off evil
from God’s people, and delivers peace to them at the end of this life’s mortal struggle.
“Michaelmas,” as his feast is called in England, has long been one of the popular celebrations
of the Christian Year in many parts of the world.
Michael is the patron saint of countless churches, including Mont Saint-Michel, the monastery
fortress off the coast of Normandy that figured so prominently in medieval English history, and
Coventry Cathedral, England’s most famous modern church building, rising from the ashes of
the most devastating war of our time.
The Apostles’ Creed
Officiant and People

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers
Officiant
People
Officiant

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
V. Let your way be known upon earth;
R. Your saving health among all nations.
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God;
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.
The Collect of the Day
Everlasting God, you have ordained and constituted in a wonderful order the
ministries of angels and mortals: Mercifully grant that, as your holy angels always serve and
worship you in heaven, so by your appointment they may help and defend us here on earth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for
ever and ever. Amen.
Officiant

Prayers of Intercession and Thanksgiving
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful
people is governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer
before you for all members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
Officiant

Spiritual Communion
Let us pray together a prayer for Spiritual Communion:
Blessed Jesus, I believe that we are fed with the spiritual food of your Body and Blood.
Since I cannot receive You physically today, I now desire to receive you spiritually into
my soul. Unite my heart with those of my community who cannot gather in person to
celebrate the great meal of thanksgiving and make us all one with you. May this
spiritual communion strengthen my faith and grant me confidence in your loving care
now and forever. Amen.
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The General Thanksgiving
Officiant

Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up ourselves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
Officiant
People
Officiant

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen.

Bible Study
Gospel: Mark 10:2-16
Some Pharisees came, and to test Jesus they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his
wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed
a man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them,
“Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the
beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together,
let no one separate.”
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Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them,
“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she
divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”
People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the
disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to
them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that
the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands on
them, and blessed them.
Reflection on Mark 10: 2-16
Today the Pharisees once again try to corner Jesus. They approach him and ask: “Is it lawful
for a husband to divorce his wife?” Jesus responds, but he asks them a question. He asks:
“What did Moses command you?” They replied: “Moses permitted a husband to write a bill of
divorce and dismiss her.” Jesus bluntly says to the Pharisees: “Moses only wrote the bill of
divorce because of the peoples’ stubbornness and hardness of heart.” Jesus then states:
“God made them male and female. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother
and be joined to his wife and the two shall become one flesh.”
From the beginning of time, relationships have been fragile. This is especially true in marriage
where two individuals live day in and day out with each other. At times, the hard work that a
good marriage requires may test the strength and the commitment of the two individuals in
the relationship. The current reality is that we live in a “disposable” world. We use a
computer for a time. Then a new model comes out and we buy the new one. The old
computer may be handed down or sit in the garage. We drive our car for 100,000 miles but
then we trade it in for a newer model.
All relationships require a great deal of work, be that work relationships, friends or
family. However, with work and friends we do not commit ourselves to that individual for
life. It seems that in today’s world, relationships are considered disposable. Yet, there are
instances when the healthiest choice for a spouse or a family would be divorce. Most likely
this was also true in Jesus’ day. Yet Jesus clearly desires that we give our best and our all to
any significant relationship, especially marriage.
Perhaps Jesus is asking us to make thoughtful and loving choices, discerning choices. Since we
live in a disposable world, our instinct is to move on to another relationship or another
job. And this may be the healthiest choice for us. However, when we commit ourselves to
marriage or religious life we promise to work together in good times and in bad. This may
mean counseling, giving our all to see if the marriage can be saved. Divorce may still be the
answer. However, hopefully it will not be the first answer we consider!
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