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Dear Valued Chamber Member,

THANK YOU! Thanks to your dedication, support and passion for our 
community, our Chamber celebrated our 30th Anniversary this year. 
That’s 30 years of service! 30 years of providing education opportunities 
for our small business owners. 30 years of connecting our community to 
opportunities and resources. 30 years of promoting business advancement 
and helping to maintain a strong economic environment. We never could 
have gotten here without you, our members. 

With members like you, we have been able, and will continue, to foster 
a sustainable business community in Southwest King County as well as 
encourage growth and positive change. Only through your support can 
we continue to fund important community initiatives and lead the way 
for business. 

Throughout our history we have been driven to provide benefits and resources that will help you to 
thrive as a successful local business.  We work hard to provide real tangible benefits for you and your 
employees, and we hope you will continue to join us in making Seattle Southside the best side of the 
Puget Sound Region to live, work and play. We strive to provide what you need to succeed because we 
know that when our local businesses succeed we all succeed.

Thank you for choosing to do business in our region. You are a catalyst not only for economic develop-
ment by providing needed services and jobs to our area. You are also a catalyst for change and progress. 
You are helping to build and grow our community in a sustainable and vibrant way that benefits all. 

Our vision at the Seattle Southside Chamber of Commerce is simple – to be a voice for business and a 
leader in our community.  

We thank you for helping us live out that vision in action every day and for being an essential part of our 
past as we look forward to our next 30 years.

Thank you,

Andrea H. Reay
President/CEO
Seattle Southside Chamber of Commerce 

2018 marks the Chamber’s 30th Anniversary 
and the Success Foundation’s first!
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Kidder Mathews
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Emeritus
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C e l e b r at i n g 
3 0  y e a r s

This year has been one of growth 
and celebration for our region.  We 
have celebrated grand openings like 
Hotel Interurban, Salon Dayvion, and 
PCC.  There have been anniversaries 
like the Highline Medical Center’s 
60th, Westfield Southcenter’s 50th, 
and our own Success Foundation’s 
first. We have seen renovations, 
groundbreakings, and so much more.  
 
However, 2018 stands out because of our 
30th anniversary. Founded in 1988, with 
the belief that we are better and stronger 
together. This year, we are proud to say that 
we have proven that belief.

On November 10th, 120 friends and 
supporters joined us at the Seattle Airport 
Marriott to celebrate this momentous 
year. We honored and recognized the 
businesses and individuals who have gone 
above and beyond for our community and 
who exemplify our promise to be a voice for 
business, and a leader in our Community.  
 
We looked ahead to the work that the 
Success Foundation is doing in our region. 
Our past and our future are inextricably 
connected. The Success Foundation 
and its commitment to the future will 
continue to lift up our community. With 
the help of the businesses and individuals 
who sponsored, donated, and attended 
this event, we raised over $13,000 for the 
Success Foundation and its initiatives. 

Sponsors:
VIP Sponsor, Port of Seattle
Presenting Sponsor, Louise Strander
Event Sponsor, BNSF Railway
Event Sponsor, Crain Photography
Event Sponsor, Iris & Peony
Event Sponsor, Just for Them Designer 
Gift Baskets & Crates
Event Sponsor, Printcom, Inc.
Contributing Partner, Alaska Airlines
Contributing Partner, Holland America

Silent Auction Donors:
Aesthetic Rejuvenation
Andrea Reay
Anthony’s Homeport – Des Moines
Basil’s Kitchen
Boysen & Boysen
Bruce McIntyre
Children’s Therapy Center
DAL Law Firm
DocPixel Design & Photography

Live Auction Donors
Baker Commodities, Inc.
Ben Bridge Jeweler
Camille Patha
Hilton Seattle Airport 
Holland America
Just for Them Gift Baskets
Western Distribution Services, LLC

Wine Pull Donors
Louise Strander
Puget Sound Energy
Western Distribution Services, LLC

Dessert Donors
Act 3 Catering
Bahama Breeze
DoubleTree Suites Southcenter
Fred Meyer
Puget Sound Energy
Rainier Golf & Country Club
South King Media

DoubleTree by Hilton Seattle Airport
Embassy Suites
Four Points by Sheraton
Highline Athletic Club
Highline Botanical Garden
MasterPark
Matt Griffin YMCA
Northwest Symphony Orchestra
Pancake Chef
Patrick’s Café & Bakery
Paws & Relax Doggie Day Care
Port Jobs
Puget Sound Energy
Reporter Newspapers
Seattle Airport Marriott
Skin Perfect Aesthetics
Sound Express
South King Media
Westfield Southcenter
Wings Financial Credit Union

Thank You



We look to enhance the 
region and make Seattle 
Southside not only a great 
place for visitors, but for 
community members. 

G o i n g  S o m e w h e r e 
E x t r a o r d i n a ry. 
D e l i v e r i n g  t h e 
U n e x p e c t e d.

Seattle Southside Regional Tourism Authority 
(RTA) was formed to market and promote the 
region as a travel destination for domestic/inter-
national leisure and business travelers. The primary 
focus is to enhance the economic prosperity of the 
region through destination branding along with 
competitive programs and campaigns in leisure 
travel marketing and tourism development. As 
the official destination marketing organization for 
Seattle’s Backyard, we believe in delivering on our 
promise to help visitors do more, in all facets of 
our work. Travelers can do more when they visit 
Seattle Southside because its location, transporta-
tion, affordability, and unique attractions stretch 
the visitors’ time, money, and opportunities further. 

Visitors stay at one of the 60 available hotels, shop 
at local businesses, eat at area restaurants and expe-
rience the unique attractions and activities Seattle 
Southside has to offer. Visitors are encouraged to 
spend more of their time and money in the region 
by showcasing our greatest assets: local businesses!

Whether it’s a day of indoor skydiving or bowling, a 
delicious international meal, or a day at the beach, our 
partners and chamber members make the destination 
great. By highlighting partners in print and digital 
channels to audiences in the United States and abroad, 
the RTA spreads the message that visitors can do so 
much more in Seattle Southside. 

Our efforts go beyond destination marketing as we play 
an active role in the development of the cities we rep-
resent. We look to enhance the region and make Seat-
tle Southside not only a great place for visitors, but for 
community members. We consider you a partner in our 
destination’s success and we have big plans including 
new and unexpected no-cost partnership opportuni-
ties. We are excited to work closely with you, to move 
towards an extraordinary future delivering continued 
strong results for years to come. 

- Article provided by the Seattle Southside RTA



P o r t  ta k e s  a c t i o n  t o 
B r o a d e n  p r o s p e r i t y 
&  e q u i t y

The Port of Seattle recently shared how Sea-Tac Airport’s 
response to a growing region has led to greater economic 
activity for South King County cities and businesses, and 
new job opportunities for local workers.  

The Port also launched new efforts to expand the airport’s 
benefits by increasing economic equity in the community.
Following are some highlights:

Fifth largest employer in King County
For the seventh straight year, Sea-Tac served a record number of travelers in 
2017. That meant the total passenger count increased from 33.2 million in 
2012 to 46.9 million last year, up 41 percent in five years.

Increased demand for air service means more airport-related jobs and local 
economic activity. According to a new study by Community Attributes, Inc., 
the airport supports $22.5 billion in total economic activity, 19,100 jobs at 
the airport and a total of 151,400 jobs directly or through multiplier effects. 
When all 350 airport employers are combined, total on-site jobs make Sea-
Tac the fifth largest employer in King County.

The Port has $2 billion in construction projects under way at Sea-Tac, and 
expects to spend $3.2 billion on airport capital development by 2022. Work 
began last year on the new International Arrivals Facility and North Satellite 
Modernization, major projects designed to meet growing demand, enhance 
the passenger service and provide more dining and retail options. Most 
recently, construction began on a new $17 million renovation to add 10,000 
square feet to the Central Terminal dining area. 

Dining & retail refresh 
The Port recently unveiled plans to increase dining and retail establishments 
at Sea-Tac Airport from 85 to 135, an expansion that will increase customer 
choices, business opportunities and local jobs.

At least eight new restaurant concepts are set to open later this year. They 
include Starbucks Evenings, Rel’Lish burger lounge, Papa Woody’s, Stone 
House Café, Camdenfoodco., LeGrand Comptoir, Capitol Hill Food Hall 
and Ballard Brew Hall.

Local brands Skillet, Sunset Fried Chicken and Caffé D’arte are scheduled 
to open during 2019 and 2020, along with local retailers Elliot Bay Book 
Company and Filson.

Not far from the Central Terminal, the new Floret vegetarian restaurant and 
a new Qdoba are serving customers. And a number of eateries expanded 
their hours. 

Diversity & inclusion
The Port of Seattle Commission recently approved a new Diversity in 
Contracting Policy intended to triple the number of women and minority 
business enterprise (WMBE) firms doing business with the Port. 

This policy is expected to increase the percentage of dollars spent on WMBE 
contracts by 15 percent over five years, a number that could mean as much as 
$38 million. It will be phased in throughout 2018, with ways for bidders to 
provide inclusion plans on how they will incorporate WMBE firms in their 
sub-contracting efforts. 

The Port also recently acted to address the growing regional demand for 
skilled construction workers and increase construction opportunities for 
women, minorities and underserved communities. In particular, the Port will 
provide $3 million to help broaden access to training and jobs for people who 
are under-represented in the construction and trades-related industries. The 
focus will be on expanding pre-apprenticeship and classroom and hands-
on training to include math, safety and physical conditioning; and provide 
support services such as childcare and transportation.

These diversity and inclusion initiatives follow the Priority Hire directive 
approved by the Commission late last year, and complement regional efforts 
to collaborate on skilled worker recruitment and retention.

Tourism marketing
Seattle Southside Regional Tourism Authority is one of 24 local and 
statewide organizations recently selected as 2018 “Spotlight” advertisers at 
Sea-Tac Airport. 

Earlier this year, the Port invited King County and Washington state tourism 
organizations to apply for marketing support programs. 

Steeply discounted advertising space at Sea-Tac Airport is available to 
tourism organizations who apply through the “Spotlight” program. 

Other selected organizations will promote a range of destinations located on 
both sides of the state, from the San Juan Islands to Vancouver and many in 
between, from April through September.

In addition, the Port made $200,000 in matching dollars available to 
local communities and non-profit organizations statewide for tourism 
marketing efforts. The Port’s Tourism Marketing Support Program provides 
up to $10,000 for uses including advertising, publicizing or distributing 
information to attract visitors to our state. This year, an additional $50,000 
was available to target cultural, eco and adventure tourism.

Follow us
To learn more about future business and job opportunities, or other programs 
at the Port, sign up to receive Connections newsletter and follow us on social 
media.

- Article provided by the Port of Seattle

W h at  i s 
S u c c e s s ?

to now have an added purpose to our 
organization: one that is more charitable and 
one that is focused on building a culture of 
philanthropy in our community at home. The 
Success Foundation is dedicated to the success 
of our region in Southwest King County. It 
exists to promote and improve the economic 
development opportunities of our region and 
its communities by participating in education, 
workforce and community engagement and 
development projects and research.

Here are Success Foundation’s first initiatives:
1. Regional Workforce Coalition: The 
Workforce Innovation Network (W.I.N. for 
short) was formed because we all win when 
our businesses can grow, and our community 
is rightfully employed. As Henry Ford 
once said, “Coming together is a beginning. 
Keeping together is progress. Working 

together is success.”
2. Community Events and Workshops: The 
Success Foundation planned it’s first annual 
“State of our Schools” event. This and other 
events have helped to strengthen the bond 
between businesses and their respective 
communities.  We’re also launching an 
Explorers Post with Scouts BSA this 
summer to introduce our local youth to a 
world of work outside their immediate frame 
of reference and experience. Together, with 
our members and partners we will inspire, 
mentor and coach our next generation of 
leaders.
3. Change for Success:  Partnering with 

Chamber Members, the Foundation plans to 

encourage donations to fight the root causes 

of housing instability within our region 

and other key issues affecting our various 

communities’ quality of life.

Our community should be recognized as 

the place where businesses, residents and 

community partners are able to live out their 

best lives. This work will provide sustainable 

economic development and not only lift our 

community out of poverty, but to remain 

competitive and profitable in our dynamic and 

global economy.

Success means a lot of different things to 
different people. For the Chamber, and our 
new charitable enterprise, it means that 
the people that live, work and enjoy the 
businesses, communities and amenities in 
Southwest King County are supported, 
encouraged and invited to create and define 
their own success stories.

In December of 2017 the Chamber 
established The Success Foundation, a 
charitable 501(c)3 nonprofit. We are proud



2019 Events
JANUARY
9 The Morning Buzz
11 Economic Forecast Luncheon
23 Chamber Mixer

FEBRUARY
6 The Morning Buzz
6 Emergency Preparedness Event
8 Lunch & Learn
27 Chamber Mixer

MARCH
6 The Morning Buzz
8 Lunch & Learn: Women in Business
27 Chamber Mixer

APRIL
3 The Morning Buzz
12 Lunch & Learn 
24 Chamber Mixer

MAY
1 The Morning Buzz
10 State of Our Cities
22 Chamber Mixer

JUNE
5 The Morning Buzz
14 Lunch & Learn
26 Chamber Mixer

JULY
10 The Morning Buzz
12 Lunch & Learn:
24 Chamber Mixer 

AUGUST
7 The Morning Buzz
9 Port of Seattle Luncheon
28 Chamber Mixer

SEPTEMBER
11 The Morning Buzz
13 State of Our Schools Luncheon
25 Candidates Night

OCTOBER
2 The Morning Buzz
11 The Business Showcase Luncheon
23 Celebration of Women in Business

NOVEMBER
1 Tourism Luncheon
6 The Morning Buzz
8 Gala Awards Dinner
15 Breakfast of Champions
20 Chamber Mixer

DECEMBER
4 The Morning Buzz
13 Annual Holiday Luncheon
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Sponsorship is...Sponsorship is... Interested in Sponsoring?
Sponsoring provides you with an 
opportunity to create new business 
leads, strengthen relationships 
with like-minded professionals, 
and the marketing exposure will 
establish valuable and loyal   
partnerships.

When you sponsor, you are im-
proving and enhancing the way 
your business is perceived within 
our community.

For More information about spon-
soring the Chamber’s 2019 events, 
call the office at 206-575-1633.

SOAK UP THE VIEW S FROM DES MOINES BEACH PARK.

After a long day of sightseeing, come play—and stay—in Seattle’s Backyard, Seattle Southside. 

It’s the perfect home base to get the most out of your Seattle vacation.

Download our free Travel Planner at ExploreInSeattleSouthside.com

 Explore in seattle’s

backyard

SOAK UP THE VIEWS FROM DES MOINES BEACH PARK.
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