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Press Release 

To:  Central Montana Press 

From:  Great Falls International Airport Authority, Great Falls Area Chamber of Commerce & Great Falls Tourism 

Date: August 3, 2022 

Re:  Small Community Air Service Development Grant Received by Great Falls 

 
The Low-Cost Airfare Initiative Partners are pleased to report that Great Falls International Airport has been awarded a 
2022 Small Community Air Service Development Program Grant (“SCASDP Grant”) for new air service to Dallas Fort 
Worth (DFW). 
 
While the SCASDP Grant does not directly guarantee new air service; this grant does help Great Falls establish a 
minimum annual revenue guarantee for a new flight. In today’s environment, an airline guarantee is absolutely essential 
to establish new routes in small communities. Federal law prohibits airports from providing funds for airline guarantees, 
so guarantees must be funded by local communities. The 2022 SCASDP Grant will more than double funds contributed 
by the more than 60 Great Falls businesses and individuals. The Low-Cost Airfare initiative Partners would like to thank 
those that contributed to maintaining and growing air service in our region. 
 
Service reductions resulting from the national pilot shortage and COVID have resulted in a severe seat shortage for many 
small airports across the US including GTF. Exceptionally full flights have resulted in an escalation of ticket prices at GTF 
and other airports over the past two years. The primary means of combating seat shortages and the resulting higher 
prices is to attract new service to the Great Falls market which is precisely the aim of the Low-Cost Airfare initiative. 
 
With the receipt of the SCASDP Grant, the Airport Authority will initiate conversations regarding new DFW service with 
the airlines with the hope of negotiating an agreement for new service in the next eighteen months. If successful, DFW 
would be the first new service at GTF since Chicago (ORD) was added as a result of our last successful SCASDP Grant 
award in 2015. DFW Flights will likely operate several times per week during the peak summer period. 
 
Air service expansions have been rare at GTF over the past 20-years due to the lack of demand growth as a result of 
nearly absent population growth in Cascade County during that period. Of the Montana counties with commercial air 
service, the county with the next slowest growth grew at 26 times our population growth. Due to the lack of local 
growth, an important success factor for a new DFW flight will be our community’s ability to attract visitors to our region 
from Dallas and other southwestern regional markets that connect in DFW. As part of our successful SCASDP Grant 
proposal, the Airport Authority and Great Falls Tourism have agreed to a fund a $132,000 marketing campaign during 
the first two summers of service. 


