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“Teaching As Jesus Taught” 

Daily Prayer Guide 

Library Training Conference at Lulwanda Children’s Home and Sunrise Primary School 

Sunday, May 12-Pray today and each day for our team members by name.  Glenna Applewhite, Jaci 

Garrett, Kathie Hartzog, and Team Leader, Mike Thrasher.  Each member answers the call to go, funds 

their trip, takes on a role in the project, and agrees to let the Holy Spirit lead them in the daily work.  

This team has over 40 cumulative yearly trips of service to the nation of Uganda’s orphan children and 

Christian school community but more than that, we have dedicated years of work and leadership for the 

Lord who loves us.  We seek to share that love with these people.   

Monday, May 13 - Pray for initial travel preparation.  Getting to Houston is always a little stressful with 

the traffic and freeways.  We ask for safe and timely arrival.  Getting all luggage and trunks packed and 

then weighing the exact right amount of 47-48 pounds (50 lbs is the limit but we like some leeway!) 

always takes masterful engineering.  Pray as we load everything not to forget to listen to the calm of 

the Holy Spirit.  Ask God to let us feel Him this day in this time.   

Tuesday, May 14 - Pray for our arrival in Houston at noon and boarding at 3:00.  We are flying on KLM, 

Dutch Airways to Amsterdam.  We will check in at noon moving through security, baggage check, and 

getting to the right gate.  Getting on a plane is something we have done many times but each time we 

are nervous until we get on-board, lock that seatbelt, and lift into the air.  We are set for a 9 hour flight.  

Pray for us to get some sleep as we follow the call of Christ upon our lives.  Pray for our safety and the 

pilots and crew as they take us on this journey.  Pray that we leave a trace of Jesus in every action and 

word spoken as we travel.   

Wednesday, May 15 - Pray for our arrival time as we land in country.  We often use this second long 

flight time to prepare our hearts and minds.  Today is another 9 hours of travel.  We will try again to rest 

while we are in the air. (Remember we are gaining time and so while this seems long to us, the clock 

tells us otherwise.)  Pray that we have time to finish up details and get solid in our heads what we will 

share.  We will arrive in country in the late afternoon and travel to a hotel in Entebbe, Uganda before 

traveling on by van to Mbale.  Pray that we land safely, have all the luggage and trunks, and that 

everything goes smoothly through customs.  This process is long as we have to be processed in one at a 

time, and most flights have over 250 people on them to be processed by 3 customs agents.   

Thursday, May 16 - Pray for our last day of travel through the cities of Entebbe and Kampala, and over 

the highway through many small towns and villages, and past fields and plains to Mbale, Uganda.  This 

trip takes almost a full day as getting out of the city is about a 4 hour event.  We will pass vendors selling 

fruits and vegetables.  They will run up to the van we travel in to try to sell to us.  There will be chicken 

on sticks and avocados as big as small melons.  We will stop in Jinja for lunch and then travel on to 

Mbale.  Every time I pass this way, I am once again filled with joy in my soul over the beauty of this 

place, but I am also so mindful of just how hard life is here.  Pray that I make a difference in someone’s 

life on this trip.   
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Friday, May 17 - Pray for our first day on the field as we use this day to teach our house parents how 

to be involved in their children’s school work and how to use books to encourage reading in the new 

homes.  Over the past year and a half, Lulwanda Children’s Home has added 4 houses rather than more 

dorm space.  The Grace International Board made this decision to better serve the needs of the children 

in a more home –like setting.  Asking God to supply the funds for each house, the Home project is now 

half completed with the building project and God has provided.  Thank Him for these new homes and 

ask that He supplies all the needs to make a home for these orphan children.  Our work today is to 

spend time with the staff to help them understand how working with their youngsters is vital to the 

academic success of each and every student.  We will also check our library inventory and take stock of 

what we might need to add.  Each year we lose a few books and a library is a continual labor of love. 

Saturday, May 18 - Pray as we use this time to re-coup from the trip.  Since we hit the ground running 

yesterday with training and work, today we will take it easy.  We will probably do laundry, take a nap to 

ward off jet lag, and probably take some time to informally visit our friends at the Children’s Home.  We 

just visit.  Like returning from any journey, our friends will be expecting us to sit down beside them and 

join in what they are doing while we talk.  They will want to know all about our families, our grands and 

our kids, our school work, and our churches.  They will ask where are Mama Mary, Mike’s wife, and 

Uncle Marc.  They will want to be sure we are healthy and that God has blessed us.  We will talk to them 

about life there and make every effort to hug and hand-shake all of them.  The little ones as always will 

be ecstatic at our arrival.  We will sit on the porch and watch the clouds roll over the plains of Uganda.  

Thank God for this part of his world; it is in his hands.  

Sunday, May 19 - Pray for the Word in worship and praise in our Ugandan churches.  Today we will 

begin the day as we do every day we are in country.  We will first meet for breakfast and then for a time 

of devotion and fellowship in the Word of God.  This will be a little different for us as we have never had 

a team this small make a trip, but we know in our souls that we are doing the Father’s work and that He 

will lead us daily as we make ourselves available to Him.  Ask God to bless the worship time at 

Covenant Presbyterian Church in Mbale and at Bulalelo village church.  These have been our homes of 

worship every year we have traveled to Uganda.  We love seeing old friends who have been visiting with 

us for these many years.  The blessings of their smiles, their prayers, and their songs sustain us over the 

next year when we are apart. 

*Monday, May 20 - Pray for the teachers who will attend our training at Lulwanda Primary School.  For 

the first time in 10 years my friends Francis, Nora, Blessed, Nathan, Emma and Amon are not with us.  I 

struggle to think of how hard starting over is going to be but as in all things, God is in control, and while 

we are saddened at their leaving Lulwanda, we know that we are sending out teachers who have been 

trained in technique and discipled in knowing and doing the Word of God.  Pray for these now who are 

new to us that we quickly make an impact on them for the Kingdom of Christ.  Pray for each one to 

feel welcomed by us and ask God to let us serve them and seek to provide them a blessing in our work 

with them.  
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*Tuesday, May 21 - Pray for William, Irene, Harriet and Carol.  Anytime we add a conference to the 

agenda, we add work for people besides ourselves.  William is our head teacher and like a principal, but 

with teaching duties too.  He is responsible for keeping up with everything, answering to the local school 

committee, and Grace International.  He will most likely get called away at least part of each day.  We 

thank God for him as he works at Lulwanda.  Our most senior teacher, who is also the acting deputy 

head teacher, is Irene.  God has done such a work in her life over the years she has been with us.  She 

teaches P-1 so she is our foundation English teacher.  She is a joy to be around and I love her so much. 

Harriet is the senior nursery school teacher.  She is also a member of the local village church.  She sings 

in the choir, directs the nursery school, and has grown so much as a disciple over the years.  Everyone 

knows who really runs the school, the secretary.  Right! Carol is our workhorse.  She does anything we 

ask and takes on more responsibilities when we are in country and working at Lulwanda.  She does 

everything with a smile.  Pray for each of these wonderful people thanking God for their lives and 

ministries. 

*Wednesday, May 22 - Pray for the children who will be blessed by our work here.  The kids are on 

semester break right now and will be back in the classroom in June.   When we put a library into a 

school, our work and training are with the teachers.  Kids don’t need training in how to use a library.  

They need to just be introduced to a library and have time to discover the wonders of the books we 

provide.  They pour over them, some more than others, just as you would find here.  Remember that 

our libraries supply Bibles, non-fiction, fiction, picture books, reference books and maps/globes.  We try 

to give them lots of Bible stories and moral fables.  We seek to introduce vocabulary they otherwise 

would not get.   We want to teach them to think about the world and what they could do to make an 

impact.  This is way beyond just having some books to read.  These are their lives, blessings for their 

lives.  Ask God to bless each one as they read. 

**Thursday, May 23  - Pray for Sunrise Primary School.  Today we move to a little village outside of 

Mbale.  We put this library in about 3 years ago.  Today we begin teacher training for the faculty here.  

Once again many are new and some have never used a library.  Pray in thanks to God for Rocky 

Mountain Bible Church who built this school and supplied our room.  This is a beautiful space with 

shiny tile floors and creamy yellow walls.  Ask God to bless every book on these shelves and every hand 

who reaches for one of them.  Ask God to bless the faculty and staff who work here.  Life in this village 

is not easy.  It is a hand to mouth existence, literally.  Many of these little ones walk over long distances 

to attend. They must travel home at lunch or do without a lunch.  There is not a kitchen facility to cook a 

lunch or even prepare for them, but they want to learn!  Thank God for allowing you to be a part of this 

ministry through prayer and donations in support of Books Are The Beginning.   

**Friday, May 24 - Pray for the families of this village, church, and school.  Life in an outlying village is 

not easy.  Unemployment and poverty plague the people of rural Uganda and this village is no 

exception.  The faithful, however, praise God, come to worship, and have hope in Christ for their lives 

and the lives of their children.  Today we will work with a staff we do not know.  Attrition among 

personnel at the school is high, housing for teachers is non-existent, and transportation is difficult.  Pray 

for stability and open hearts and minds as we share how to use the library to make life better for all 
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the people.  This is our last conference day, so thank God for his sustaining love and great faithfulness 

for these friends as we leave. 

Saturday, May 25 - Pray for the staff at the Mount Elgon Hotel.  Each year we stay at the same hotel.  It 

is clean, secure, maintained, and staffed with a group of wonderful people.  We will visit with them each 

day as we come and go.  They will do almost anything we ask, like finding ice cream for dinner!  They 

clean, do our laundry, sweep the yard, and cook our breakfast omelets daily.  We see them as the family 

we come home to each evening.  We will spend time in the most beautiful garden each morning and 

watch the sunrise over the mountain range near the border with Kenya.  Today the staff will come to 

our rooms and tote the luggage down the stairs, load it onto the van, and wave a tearful goodbye to us 

as we depart.  They will ask if we are coming again and I will say, “If God is willing and I am able.”  Pray 

that we remain able to bring God’s light and Christ’s love to this place. 

Saturday, May 25 - Pray for our trip home.  Pray for the land we cross over, the fields and the crops.  

Pray for the people we meet along the way.  Pray for the children who notice 4 muzungus (white 

people) traveling and come running toward the road to wave to us.  Pray for the churches we will 

pass.  Pray for the families who may live hard lives as they sell eggs or meat or bananas or tomatoes 

by the roadside.  Pray for the pilots who fly us westward and northward bringing us home.  Thank God 

for the grace and health we have to travel such a distance in order to share His love.  Pray in praise 

and adoration for this beautiful, broken land.  Pray for these people we hold in our hearts for another 

year.   

Sunday, May 26 - Pray for holy health as we continue to travel.  We have, as you might guess, been 

exposed to several germs and viruses.  Mosquito born malaria kills more people on the planet yearly 

than any other disease.  Pray that our medications work and that we rest as we fly.  We need to be 

healthy to get on planes, and we need to be sure that we watch each other for signs of fatigue or illness.  

We have been this way before and know that God alone sustains us.  Thank God for health and for his 

protection over us.  We are nearly home and as we grow anxious to arrive we know that He makes all 

things beautiful in His time.  Bring us home with beautiful prayers of thanksgiving and praise in 

anticipation of our arrival. 

Monday, May 27 - Thanks be to God for all his gifts.  Thank Him for traveling mercy.  Thank Him for the 

work.  Thank Him for the blessings of arriving home.  Thank Him for these 4 travelers who made this 

journey to Uganda.  Thank Him for that nation.  Thank Him for this nation.  I can assure you as I step 

onto US soil that my thoughts will be centered on thanking Him for this journey, but it is so good to be 

home. 

Tuesday, May 28 - One last time as we travel from Houston to Lubbock pray for each of us, Mike, Jaci, 

Kathie, and Glenna.  We will need time to recover from the jet-lag, unpack, see our families, and get 

laundry done, so pray in thanks for all we have done and for all we experience.  Blessings to each of you 

who have prayed us through this journey, carried thoughts of love for us all, and made provision for the 

work to happen.  As Paul, we must say, “I thank God every time I think of you.”  Love, Glenna 

 


