Asbestos Repair Update and Information
We wanted to provide an update regarding recent asbestos repair work done at Masterman
School. Dr. Hite’s February 27, 2020 letter informed the Masterman community that some
asbestos repair work has been completed. The purpose of this bulletin is to provide a better
understanding about the scope of the work completed, and to let you know how you can access
more detailed information.
As Dr. Hite’s recent letter states, damage to asbestos insulation was found in several areas
throughout the school building, including some classrooms, closets, hallways, and staff offices
and that these “damaged materials have either been repaired or removed” in December and
January. “Air sampling was conducted and all impacted areas were determined to be safe for
students and staff to use.”
Why were repairs needed?
Asbestos material is not harmful unless it is releasing dust or fibers into the air where they can
be inhaled or ingested. When asbestos material is damaged or exposed, it must be repaired and
contained. Asbestos is most hazardous when it is friable. The term "friable" means that the
asbestos is easily crumbled by hand, releasing fibers into the air.
Friable asbestos was discovered in several areas of Masterman requiring repair and
containment. For example, as these photos illustrate, friable asbestos and fiberglass was
discovered on an exposed pipe elbow near the ceiling of classroom 12:

Where were the repairs needed?
Attached is a 3-page list of the rooms where inspections determined that asbestos work was
needed. (This can be found in the “Asbestos Abatement and Demolition/Renovation
Notification Report” dated 12/9/19.) As you can see, more than 2 dozen rooms and storage
areas needed repairs to fix exposed friable asbestos.

How is the repair work documented?
When a school requests an asbestos repair, an inspection is completed and a Design Data
Collection Report (DDC Report) is created. Attached is a sample of a DDC Report. This details
the scope of the hazard discovered at a particular location. As an example, here is the DDC
Report filed for Room 311:

While work is being completed, contractors may file daily logs of repair work and results of any
physical inspections or material testing. Once work is done, final reports are submitted by the
contractors who completed and inspected the repair work. For example, here are 2 reports
from an asbestos removal company that completed work at Masterman-- the Final Visual and
Air Clearance Inspection Report and the results from microscopic testing of materials removed:

Can I see these reports and other information about the repairs?
A full set of all reports documenting the presence of damaged asbestos material, inspections
and repair work are to be kept in an AHERA book in the school’s front office. (AHERA is the
Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act which dictates how school districts handle asbestos
inspection, testing, remediation and reporting.) This book is located in the front office at
Masterman School and is available for you to view during school hours. At this time, reports for
some of the recent repair work are not in the book, but the Masterman Home and School
Association has made inquiries and requested that these missing reports be filed in the public
book. You can ask to review all the documents in this book during school hours.
What if more exposed asbestos is discovered?
Anyone who has a concern about a potential asbestos hazard should bring it to the attention of
school officials immediately. If you or your student notices damage or possible exposed
asbestos material, do not approach it. Tell staff and school administrators right away. Concerns
about possible environmental hazards like exposed asbestos can also be reported to the school
principal. You may also send concerns to president@mastermanhsa.org and the MHSA will
forward the information to the appropriate officials.

