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MICHIGAN GOVERNOR
4-Year Term – Vote for ONE (1)

Question 1: PRIORITIES: 
What are your top three priorities for the State of Michigan 
and how would you address them? 

Question 2: EDUCATION: 
What measures do you support/propose to achieve improved 
educational outcomes and accessibility for Michigan students 
from early childhood through post-secondary education? 

Question 3: ECONOMY: 
What policies do you support to increase jobs and help Michi-
gan residents improve their economic positions?

Question 4: ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY: 
What actions or policies do you support to protect Michigan’s 
water, air and land for current and future generations, while 
meeting the state’s energy needs? Explain how those actions or 
policies would affect the future of Enbridge Pipeline 5.

Question 5: EQUALITY: 
What, if any, specific steps will you take to address inequalities 
facing women in Michigan?

Question 6: JUSTICE: 
What policies will you pursue to promote social and racial jus-
tice in our state?

BILL SCHUETTE, Republican
www.billschuette.com
Running mate: Lisa Posthumus Lyons

1. My top priority can be summed up in one word: growth. Michigan needs 
a growing population and growing paychecks to become one of the leading 
states in the country economically. I want to cut taxes and regulations at 
the state level. Additionally, I will focus on cutting auto insurance rates and 
fixing our 3rd grade reading scores, which are some of the lowest in the na-
tion. My “GROW” (Great Readers On the Way) plan will prioritize literacy 
with a cabinet-level literacy director and more. Together these things will 
make Michigan more attractive to job creators and people, allowing our 
state to grow again.

2. I support policies that give families more great educational choices and 
make wise use of taxpayers’ $15 billion annual investment in our schools. 
My “GROW” plan will reverse Michigan’s 15-year decline in reading scores 
with a cabinet-level literacy director, reading coaches in every elementary 
school, tutoring and summer reading programs. My “Paycheck Training 
Plan” will restore a balance between career and college preparation in our 
schools and foster apprenticeships in skilled trades and other fields. We 
should grade our schools A-F and reward high performing and improving 
schools with grants and incentives.

3. As governor, I will implement growth-friendly policies that make Michi-
gan attractive to job creators and families and help rebuild our population. 

I will cut taxes and regulation at the state level I want to eliminate the 
Granholm income tax hike that has cost Michigan taxpayers $8 billion. 
There isn’t a problem facing Michigan today that couldn’t be made better if 
we had more people living and working in Michigan. We need more people 
filling jobs and contributing the growth that will allow us to invest in better 
roads and improved infrastructure.

4. Our Great Lakes are the crown jewels of Michigan and their safety and 
security is etched in the DNA of every Michigan resident. I support build-
ing a 4.5-mile-long utility tunnel in the Straits that puts all existing utility 
connections into one underground concrete tunnel which would protect 
the lines from hazards and would also contain possible spills. Michigan 
must maintain a regulatory climate that provides reliable and affordable en-
ergy. I support a review of energy policy to provide a mix of nuclear, clean 
coal, natural gas, renewables and to encourage more choices for businesses, 
consumers and families.

5. As attorney general I have established a strong record as being a voice 
for victims of human trafficking and sexual assault. I helped secure funding 
to test thousands of abandoned rape kids in Detroit and across the state 
and set up a special unit to prosecute human traffickers. I prosecuted Larry 
Nassar and he is behind bars for life. I also prosecuted Kevin Beverly, who 
threatened and intimidated his ex-wife from prison. As governor, I will 
continue this legacy of seeking justice for women.

6. As attorney general, I have consistently been a voice for victims, con-
sumers and all Michiganians, because I believe everyone should be treated 
equally under the law, with dignity and respect. As governor, I will ensure 
such policies are practiced within my administration, and I will approach 
the laws and budgets I sign with the same standard in mind.

GRETCHEN WHITMER, Democrat
www.gretchenwhitmer.com
Running Mate: Garlin D. Gilchrist II

1. Fixing the roads by investing $3 billion per year in the Rebuild Michigan 
Infrastructure Bank to rebuild our crumbling infrastructure, including 
water pipelines and expanding access to broadband. Making health care 
more affordable for families, like when I worked across the aisle to expand 
Medicaid to cover over 680,000 Michiganders. I’ll take on Trump and 
Republicans who threaten our health coverage and protect people with 
pre-existing conditions. Making the first two years of college debt-free and 
funding more trade schools and skills training programs so Michiganders 
can get a good job and support their families.

2. The key to a good job is a good education. My Good Schools Now edu-
cation plan will: put Michigan on a path to universal preschool; triple the 
number of literacy coaches in our schools; respect our educators and treat 
them as professionals instead of attacking them for Lansing’s policy fail-
ures; expand career counseling and skilled trades training so every student 
has a path to a high-wage job, whether college is right for them or not; hold 
all schools to the same high proficiency standards – traditional and charter 
schools alike.

3. My Better Skills, Better Job plan focuses on raising household incomes 
by expanding education and skills training, investing in our infrastructure, 
aggressively pursuing economic development and supporting small busi-
ness growth so that everyone has a path to a good job and a secure future. 
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We must also raise the minimum wage to $15 and enact strong paid family 
leave policies to help working families get ahead. My administration will 
also adopt strong Buy American, Buy Michigan policies to ensure more of 
our tax dollars go to Michigan businesses that hire Michigan workers.

4. Diversifying Michigan’s energy generation portfolio is good for our 
environment and our economy. I support increased investment in the 
renewable energy sector of the economy and the 92,000 Michigan jobs it 
supports. Michigan is home to 21% of the Earth’s fresh water, and we’ve got 
to protect it. An oil spill in the Great Lakes would be an absolutely devas-
tating blow to our environment and our economy. My administration will 
immediately file to enjoin the easement and begin the legal process for 
shutting down Line 5.

5. I have always been on the front lines fighting for women’s rights. As Sen-
ate Democratic Leader, I shared my own story of surviving sexual assault 
to fight Republican efforts to erect more barriers for women in their health 
care. As Ingham County prosecutor, I established a new domestic violence 
unit, and I recently released a plan to combat sexual assault on campus. As 
governor, I will fight for equal pay and end pay disparities for women of 
color, enact earned paid sick leave, and ensure quality, affordable childcare, 
because the average cost of infant care in Michigan is too high.

6. We’ve got to level the playing field so the amount of money in your bank 
account does not determine the level of justice you receive. That’s why as 
Prosecutor, I prioritized rehabilitation programs for nonviolent first-time 
offenders. As governor, I’m committed to building a diverse cabinet that 
represents every community in Michigan so every voice is heard. I support 
universal voter access, so everyone who is approved for a driver’s license or 
state ID should be automatically registered to vote, and any registered voter 
should be able to vote absentee or by mail.

BILL GELINEAU, Libertarian
www.ComeTogetherMichigan.org
Running Mate: Angelique Chaiser Thomas

1. It is no accident that I chose the domain ComeTogetherMichgan.org 
as my campaign website. I believe that the election of a non-Democrat/
Republican would send a strong message to the legislature to develop 
non-partisan consensus. 2) I would work diligently to reform the spend-
ing priorities in our state. I’ve identified several large areas - these include 
prison reform - where tremendous assets are wasted. Also, the elimination 
of corporate subsidies - which squeeze out necessary funding for roads, 
schools, and other priorities. 3) Mental health initiatives to ensure stable 
opportunities for all citizens.
 
2. The core of making changes is recognition of limited resources. Prison 
and business subsidy reform is an essential component of developing the 
resources to make other planned improvements possible. There won’t be 
massive new revenues available. My priorities would include funding to 
return to 70/80’s levels of student/counselor ratios. We need these objective 
“ombudsman” for students to provide perspective, support, and a safe place 
for students to reveal obstacles to success. Counselors would also become 
a key asset in our battles with suicide and opiod use. Also, expand parental 
engagement from K forward.

3. My Drop-th-Cap initiative: https://liberty4gov.org/drop-the-cap/ , is 
widely agreed by economists to provide confidence to investors to bring 

their companies to Michigan. It is vital to tell companies they won’t be 
overtaxed. 2) By ending corporate welfare, we have the resources to invest 
in students to fill the high-skill positions available. 3) Legalization of 
cannabis. There are massive opportunities in the agricultural and indus-
trial sectors in which our farms and business can provide leadership and 
high-margin success.

4. These intertwined issues require more than 625 characters. A good start-
ing place is the position paper on our website: https://liberty4gov.org/envi-
ronmental-policy/. I’ve outline the creation of an Evaluation Board which 
could recommend areas forever “off limits”, such as the Straits. However, 
the most important matter is finding the revenues to clean up all the toxic 
sites in Michigan. Nobody else in the race has proposed a plan such as the 
IFT expansion explained on my site. I’m also the only candidate putting the 
“HOW” into a clean energy future. Again, with limited space, you should 
check out my website.

5. I don’t believe it is the role of the government to provide special status 
or ensure anything other than equal opportunity to any group. However, as 
Governor, I will enforce the laws of the State to make sure discrimination 
or other systemic biases are eliminated. As a father with daughters and 
grand-daughters, my efforts will always be to ensure a FULL and EQUAL 
opportunity for them to compete in the workplace, free of institutional dis-
crimination. I believe we should eliminate the income tax on those under 
25 and below $25,000/yer. income to help lift women and children out of 
poverty.
 
6. The legalization of marijuana - consequences of which have fallen hard 
on many minority communities. 2) I’ve pledged to commute the sentenc-
es of all drug offenders who have not committed a violent crime. 3) I will 
work to amend Elliot-Larsen to include transgender persons. Everyone has 
the right to enjoy the full benefits of citizenship. 4) Investigation and pros-
ecution of abusive police practices - and the elimination of military-style 
SWAT teams and use of military vehicles as everyday common practice. 
5) I will appoint a cabinet of qualified people that reflect all the faces and 
communities of Michigan.

TODD SCHLEIGER, U.S. Taxpayers
www.checktodd.com
Running Mate: Earl P. Lackie 

1. I would have to say exactly what I have been saying for the last 3 years. 
Lowering Auto Insurance up to 70%. I have a plan to lower Health Insur-
ance Premiums by up to 50%, and creating 500,000 new jobs in Michigan. 
Between infrastructure, legalized cannabis,solar and wind generation, 
roads, and environmental this all in 4 years.

2. I am the only candidate that comes to the table with a 20 billion dollar 
budget. Broken down as the following 1.2 billion towards bringing 2 years 
of community college into the public school realm, this would include 
trade schools and vocational schools. 17.8 billion into pre-k and k-12 
bringing a minimum pay to any teachers through out the state of 60,000 
dollars,putting more money to the classrooms than the administrations. 
That leaves 1 billion to bring our schools into a more efficient and safe 
standards, such as protecting our children by hardening our school build-
ings and more police on site.

3. Between my restructuring of our complete tax system, and the creation 
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of 500,000 new jobs in my four years we will move Michigan forward as a 
leader in cyber and manufacturing along with renewable energy. By cutting 
and removing certain taxes that overlap or burden our businesses, creat-
ing a three tier income tax that will benefit 80% of the working people of 
Michigan putting more money back into their paychecks. We all know if 
we have more money, we spend more money.

4. The answer to Enbridge Pipeline 5 is simple and straight forward, it has 
to go. Know amount of insurance or promises can pay for a devastating 
leak if it were to occur. We are the stewards of the land an must do all that 
we can to support it, that is why I will mandate an increase in percentages 
to renewable energy to 33% by 2025. By bringing back the Public Works 
and forcing the utilities the comply without substantial rate increases, they 
have profited billions on the people and can afford to spend more of their 
profits. This field alone will create over 100,000 new jobs. Even more if we 
include infrastructure needs.

5. This is a hard question to answer, for the issues that are being seen are 
more towards where salaries are negotiated than at a starting job say at a 
factory. I would mandate that where a company must start all its employ-
ees at the same rates per hour or salary, equal pay for equal work. If the 
employee has worked at a job equally as long as another employee whether 
male or female should be making the same wage as long as they have had 
the same training as the other. Example a skill trades person should make 
more than John Doe of the street if hired into the same job

6. I will bring back the Common Law Grand Jury or also known as The 
Peoples Grand Jury, This will empower the people to literally remove an 
official who has taken an oath of office to defend our Constitution. Judg-
es, police enforcement, elected officials who abuse their powers granted 
by the people will think before they act on violating the peoples rights. 
Judge Antonin Scalia wrote the Peoples Grand Jury is a fourth branch of 
government belonging only to the people, not to answer to the other three 
branches in 2005. This will promote social and racial justice in our state.

JENNIFER V KURLAND, Green
www.kurland4michigan.com
Running Mate: Charin H. Davenport

1. Flint, Public Education, and Prisons/Policing. Flint is the canary in 
the coalmine for our crumbling water and sewer infrastructure on top of 
our crumbling roads and bridges. We need to replace all lead water lines 
statewide. We must properly fund public education, earmark general fund 
money for Pre-K-12, and include funding for infrastructure, curriculum, 
and technology. We must end the war on drugs and mass incarceration. 
Ending solitary confinement, raising the age for prosecution of minors, 
requiring community policing, and ending the cash bail system will help 
fix our broken criminal justice system.

2. We must bring technology to all classrooms around the state, and fund 
professional development for teachers. We must properly fund school 
infrastructure and fund early childhood opportunities. We can make 
public colleges and then public universities free for all Michiganders while 
expanding college and trade opportunities to high school students. We 
must end the for-profit charter school system and school of choice, both of 
which has been increasing segregation in our schools. We must properly 
fund a statewide ALICE program, end abstinence-only education, and stop 

the school to prison pipeline.

3. We must increase the minimum wage to $15/hr immediately, and per-
manently fix the minimum wage to other indicators like inflation, housing, 
and food costs. Climate change is real and green jobs are the jobs of the 
future. We can put our tradespeople to work making wind farms, solar 
panels, and becoming innovators of hydro power. We must transition to 
a more diverse economy by creating grants for Michiganders who wish to 
start new businesses without personal capital. The legalization of marijuana 
and subsequent ability for our state to grow industrial hemp will also create 
new economic opportunities and industries.

4. We must completely transition over to clean, green, renewable energy. 
We can fully meet our energy needs with wind, solar, and hydropower. We 
must charge the full cost of pollution permits to include the health effects 
to the public, cleanup, and require full disclosure of all chemicals and 
pollutants released. We must immediately shut down and decommission 
Enbridge Line 5, and halt all current pipeline projects for future, stringent 
environmental assessments before future approvals or completion of any 
pipeline projects. We need to recombine the DEQ and DNR, and create 
legislation to allow for permit denials.

5. We must increase the minimum wage to $15/hr. We need to end absti-
nence-only education and begin teaching age-appropriate consent to all 
students. We have the ability to create legislation that will end the wage-
gap in Michigan, and we must enshrine equal rights for all into our state 
constitution. We must fully protect abortion rights as part of women’s 
health care, and end the “women tax” on items like sanitary products. It is 
imperative that we treat the LGBTQIA community with equal protection, 
including housing rights, job protection, adoption rights, and health care.

6. We must give the Michigan Civil Rights Commission teeth. This in-
cludes expanding Elliot Larson to include all LGBTQIA citizens, and the 
ability to have some level of enforcement capabilities. We must end the 
drug war, end the cash bail system, and transform our prisons and police 
policies to those of community policing. We must work to end gentri-
fication by requiring community benefit agreements to coincide with 
local business tax breaks, create new economic opportunities for those in 
impoverished communities with a grant program for small business and fix 
inequities in public education.

KEITH BUTKOVICH, Natural Law
http://www.facebook.com/butkovichforgovernor 
Running Mate: Raymond Warner

1. Reduce auto insurance costs by eliminating no fault and other require-
ments. I would also make carrying insurance optional, as the government 
should not be able to force you to buy anything. Eliminate the income and 
property taxes, then the sales tax, and other charges. Taxation is theft. Le-
galize drugs, not just marijuana and alcohol, without taxation. Stop jailing 
people for victimless crimes.

2. Part of the problem is the federal Department of Education, which I 
would constantly lobby to remove their regulations forced upon the state. I 
would eliminate state regulations, allowing education to return to the local 
level and the people. Other options, such as online school, home school, 
etc would be encouraged instead of pushing a government school program. 
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Post-secondary would not be subsidized by the taxpayers. This would force 
these institutions to cut costs and remove bloated administrations.

3. Let people keep the money they have earned. Taxation is theft. I would 
also remove burdonsome regulations on businesses. The economy will 
explode because government will be out of the way.

4. Common sense. Don’t dump into streams and rivers. The government is 
one of if not the largest polluters, so reducing government would be a ma-
jor key in this. The officials involved in Flint, both local and state, should 
be sued if the people choose to go that route. No immunity. Pipeline 5 
needs to be repaired. I would not ban pipelines and drilling, provided they 
are safe and companies clean up any problems they may cause. The resi-
dents would be the ones who could sue. I would not ban nuclear energy.

5. People should have to stand on their own merits. Sex, race, religion, etc 
should not be a factor in any hiring. I am against affirmative action. Smart 
employer realize this, and would not underpay someone just because they 
are a woman or otherwise, because they know good people are in demand 
by many companies.

6.Government should get out of marriage. Adults should be allowed to 
marry who they wish, and however many people they wish. A marriage 
license is just another tax. All people should be treated equally in court. 
Police officers should not be given special treatment just because they wear 
a uniform. Murder is wrong, no matter who commits it. Self defense must 
be thoroughly proven in court.

MICHIGAN SECRETARY OF STATE
4-Year Term – Vote for ONE (1)

Question 1:
Describe your qualifications and experience for the office of 
Secretary of State and explain your reasons for running. How 
would you be an asset?

Question 2:
What voting reforms do you support?

Question 3:
What are your top priorities as Secretary of State and what 
actions would you take to implement them?

MARY TREDER LANG, Republican
https://marytrederlangforsos.com

1. I am a Certified Public Accountant with over 30 years of success in 
computer security, business development, and executive leadership. I have 
background in both the private and public sector, most recently working 
for Michigan’s oldest non-profit, Vista Maria, and serving as VP of the 
Eastern Michigan University Board of Regents. My work has a CPA has 
given me the opportunity to assist my community and state in a number of 
ways, including working on Mayor-elect Mike Duggan’s Finance Transition 
Team in 2013. I am confident my career has given me the right experience 
to manage a department with a $250 million budget.

2. I support online voter registration and secured no reason absentee.

3. To help maintain and clean our voter rolls, I will participate in interstate 
compact agreements, like ERIC, which seek to identify voters registered 
in multiple states. As Chief Motor-Vehicle Officer, my plan, Respect Your 
Time in Line, will enhance and increase online services, including intro-
ducing an ExpressSOS for your smartphone. I will expand the appointment 
making service MI-Time into more branch offices and provide self-service 
kiosks into Michigan-based business across the state.

JOCELYN  BENSON, Democrat
www.votebenson.com

1. I have over a decade of experience as a national leader in election law 
and administration and have authored, “Secretaries of State: Guardians of 
the Democratic Process,” the first major book on the role of the Secretary 
of State in enforcing election and campaign finance laws. I have a proven 
track record running organizations including the Ross Initiative for Sports 
in Equality (RISE) and the Wayne State University Law School, where as 
dean I froze tuition for incoming students and increased scholarship fund-
ing that led to a 14 percent reduction in tuition for all students.
 
2. I believe it should be easier to vote and harder to cheat. My plan in-
cludes online voter registration, automatic voter-registration, no- reason 
absentee voting, early voting, and new laws to prohibit voter intimida-
tion. My election security plan includes risk-limiting post-election audits 
(RLA); improved poll worker training, recruitment, and accountability; 
the convening of an Election Security Commission; tough, new penalties 
for equipment tampering; and strengthening the accuracy of the Qualified 
Voter File by joining the Electronic Registration and Information Center 
(ERIC.)

3. The people of Michigan deserve a Secretary of State who works as hard 
as they do. No one should have to spend more than 30 minutes to renew 
their driver’s license, register their vehicle or cast a ballot. As Secretary of 
State I will set a goal for a “30-MINUTE GUARANTEE” for services ad-
ministered and overseen by the Secretary of State. Additionally, I will fight 
to BAN FEE INCREASES that have hit families hard in recent years; will 
implement a plan to SECURE OUR ELECTIONS, PROTECT our sacred 
RIGHT TO VOTE, and take Michigan from worst to first in ETHICS AND 
TRANSPARENCY.

GREGORY SCOTT STEMPFLE, Libertarian
https://stempfle4sos.com/

1. I have been involved in Michigan politics and the Libertarian Party for 
over 20 years. In that time, I have run for public office, and been a cam-
paign manager and treasurer. When the Libertarian Party of Michigan 
qualified for the 2018 primary election for the first time, I chaired the com-
mittee that redrafted the party bylaws to bring them up to date with cur-
rent Michigan election law. This experience has given me a unique insight 
into Michigan’s election and campaign finance laws and how to improve 
elections to make them more fair and representative of the voting public.

2. I support expanding the absentee voting program. All voters should be 
able to request an absentee ballot for any reason, including those who find 
themselves working long hours or unable to get transportation to the polls 
on Election Day. I support adopting ranked choice voting, an election re-
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form that requires a winning candidate to receive a majority of support in 
order to win a primary or general election. Ranked choice voting reduces 
negative campaigning, encourages the election of candidates that are more 
representative of their district.

3. My top priority will be to encourage the Michigan Legislature and Gov-
ernor to enact voting and election reforms. I would also like to conduct an 
audit of the state election system to look for potential flaws and increase 
accountability. As a hospital laboratory technologist, we are always trying 
to find ways of process improvement and increase accuracy. I will use this 
understanding to work towards streamlining and automating Secretary of 
State services.

ROBERT GALE, U.S. Taxpayers

1. I am a taxpayer not a professional politician like my opponents I accept 
no special interest money and I am not obligated to no one I am the owner 
of a very successful business for over thirty years built from the ground up 
I will get the job done

2. This will be put under review

3. Downsize by closing nonefficient and outdated Secretary of State offices 
throughout the state and opening new smaller efficient locations and ki-
osks in high traffic areas such as major box stores and shopping malls with 
a major emphasis on doing business online from anywhere the current 
system is all over the map with no definite plan in place lines are to long 
and employees are to negative towards customers it is time for a complete 
overhaul by saving taxpayers money in wasted dollars.

MICHIGAN ATTORNEY GENERAL
4-Year Term; vote for ONE(1)

Question 1:
Describe your qualifications and experience for the office of 
Attorney General and explain your reasons for running. How 
would you be an asset?

Question 2:
What would be your top priorities as Attorney General and 
what actions would you take to implement them?

Question 3:
What recommendations would you make to the Governor and 
State Legislature regarding the administration of justice and 
safety in Michigan?

TOM LEONARD, Republican
www.tomleonardforag.com

1. I have spent my entire career making Michigan safer and stronger, and 
I can think of no better place to continue that important work than the 
office of the attorney general. I served as an assistant prosecutor in Genesee 

County, putting murderers and drug dealers behind bars. I have also been 
an assistant attorney general, defending taxpayers from frivolous lawsuits 
filed by convicted felons. If elected, I will be the first attorney general 
Michigan has had with previous experience working in the office. That 
gives me the unique ability to hit the ground running and implement my 
plan for the office on day one.

2. I have a detailed plan for the office, including an increased focus on 
fighting violent crime, rooting out sexual predators, and continuing to 
reform Michigan’s broken mental health system. My experience working in 
the office and my experience working on those issues in Genesee County 
will allow me to reorganize the department, reallocate resources and man-
power and get these new initiatives up and running sooner than anyone 
else can do it. I am prepared on day one to build new partnerships with 
local prosecutors and judges on these important issues and begin making a 
difference.

3. We have made important progress on issues like criminal justice reform 
and mental health reform over the past few years, but there is no such 
thing as good enough. In particular, many of the recommendations from 
the House CARES Task Force I created have been passed into law to reform 
our broken mental health system, but there are still many bills yet being 
written and reforms being worked out. That progress needs to continue in 
the next year to make sure we continue to implement the changes that our 
members heard about from parents, law enforcement and health officials at 
town halls and forums all across the state.

DANA NESSEL, Democrat
www.dana2018.com

1. I began my career as an Assistant Prosecutor in the Wayne County Pros-
ecutor’s Office handling the county’s most difficult cases. In 2012 I initiated 
the precedent-setting case DeBoer v. Snyder, which was consolidated into 
Obergefell v. Hodges in the United States Supreme Court. We won, legal-
izing same-sex marriage nationwide. I am also the President & Founder of 
the Fair Michigan Foundation, a task force that investigates and prosecutes 
hate crimes. I am running to be the People’s Attorney in a state that has 
prioritized corporate interests over the needs of Michigan residents for too 
long. That ends if I am elected.

2. 1) I will protect our Great Lakes & provide clean water for all. I will close 
Line 5, fight for justice in Flint in criminal & civil cases, and hold chemical 
companies accountable for PFAS. 2) I will fight for consumers & seniors. I 
will prosecute Medicaid fraud, create an auto insurance fraud division, & 
protect students from aggressive debt collection. 3) I will protect workers 
and ensure safe workplaces free from discrimination, sexual harassment or 
environmental hazards. I will take on right to work laws so that all Mich-
iganders have a good paying job with access to affordable health care & a 
retirement plan.

3. My recommendation would be simple, put people first. For the too long, 
the people of Michigan have gone without a champion in the Attorney 
General’s Office. It is my intent to return the office of the AG to one that 
works for the people of Michigan and protects working families, and I 
will do that by being the same fighter as Attorney General that I’ve been 
as an attorney for the last 25 years. Michigan needs an AG who fights for 
working families instead of corporations and special interests, and puts the 
paychecks of regular people ahead of corporate profits.
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LISA LANE GIOIA, Libertarian
www.lisaforliberty.com

1. Laws created in Lansing are often partisan, short-term solutions devoid 
of respect for individual rights and consideration of potential ramifica-
tions. The Office of the AG is the last line of defense, also against abuses 
of government and law enforcement. The Office must be set in a direction 
of prioritizing thoroughness and objectivity – a goal achievable only by a 
leader who is not beholden to any level of government nor to any special 
interests, and who has business experience to eliminate inefficiency, com-
placency and incompetence rampant in government, and whose intent is to 
serve, not rule, the public.

2. Top priorities include legalization of cannabis, civil asset forfeiture, 
occupational licensing, and auto insurance. Further, given the increasing 
ineptitude of many bureaucrats and the increasing militarization of federal 
and state law enforcement, the Office must promote a culture of welcoming 
not only complaints from citizens, but also reports from public servants 
brave enough to come forward with knowledge of malfeasance in their 
organizations. The “circle the wagons” approach of fellow officials can no 
longer be tolerated, and a policy of defending Michiganders against all 
forms of abuse must be made clear.

3. Policies/laws relating to prohibition, especially of cannabis with its prov-
en medical benefits including those to opiate addicts and PTSD sufferers, 
are being applied in a horrifically disproportionate manner to minorities, 
and create inescapable cycles of violence in our urban areas. All persons 
incarcerated for non-violent, marijuana-related crimes should be freed, 
their rights restored, and the records of previously convicted should be 
expunged. Legalization would end an untold number of crimes, result in 
savings in incarceration costs, free-up law enforcement resources, and 
provide an economic boon to our state.

GERALD T. VAN SICKLE, U.S. Taxpayers
Did not respond.

CHRISTOPHER GRAVELINE, No Party Affiliation
http://cgforag.com

1. For the last five years, I served as the Chief, Violent and Organized 
Crime Unit, US Attorney’s Office, Eastern District of Michigan. I concen-
trated our office’s efforts in reducing homicides and non-fatal shootings in 
Detroit. By working collaboratively with our local/ state partners, we suc-
cessfully dropped these crimes by over 30%. Prior to my work as a federal 
prosecutor, I was a prosecutor in Wayne County and a US Army lawyer. In 
the Army, I prosecuted the high profile and politically sensitive Abu Ghraib 
cases. I am running because partisanship should play no role in the work of 
the AG’s office.

2. My top priority is to remove partisan political considerations from 
the AG’s office. I would put an end to the practice of using this office to 
advance the political parties’ policy arguments through lawsuit. I would be 
vigilant in the hiring process to ensure that we build a strong and compe-
tent team with politics playing no role in that process. In terms of the work 
of the office, I would focus our resources on helping our cities and munic-
ipalities in curbing violent crime, the opioid trade, human trafficking, and 
identity theft. I would shift more resources to aggressively pursue consum-

er protection enforcement.

3. I believe that the AG should focus on enforcing laws that are already 
enacted as opposed to actively advocating for specific new policies. With 
that understanding, public safety demands joint action and the ability to 
communicate and share information. I would recommend to the Governor 
that we ensure that law enforcement on the local and state level have the 
necessary systems in place to ensure efficient information sharing. Also, 
I would encourage the legislature and Governor to consider additional 
programs and assistance to citizens returning to society from a period of 
incarceration to aid in that transition.

U.S. SENATOR (MICHIGAN)
6-Year Term – Vote for One(1)

QUESTION 1: PRIORITIES: 
What are your top three national legislative priorities and how 
would you address them?

QUESTION 2: HEALTH CARE: 
What are your concerns and plans regarding U.S. health cover-
age policies and programs, including those affecting maternal 
and child health?

QUESTION 3: ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY: 
What policies do you support to meet U.S. energy needs while 
protecting our water, air and land for current and future gener-
ations? Explain how those actions or policies would affect the 
future of the Great Lakes.

JOHN JAMES, Republican
www.johnjamesforsenate.com

1. Economic Opportunity. Putting in place a tax policy that helps create 
the environment where jobs can be created and where families keep more 
of what they earn to meet their needs. 2. National Security and Veterans. 
We also have to take care of our veterans. The toughest fight our forces face 
should not be in a VA hospital. This in particular is a priority for me when 
I reach the Senate. 3. Infrastructure. Upgrading the Soo Locks and our 
roads must become a national priority. 

2. We need to look at everything that comes in between a patient and their 
doctor. We must keep the decision making ability in the hands of doctors 
and health professionals. After that, we need to look at everything that 
happens after that patient walks out of the doctors office and has to pay 
for the care. We need to focus on patient-centered, market based solu-
tions. Mothers and children across Michigan deserve better. Our Veterans 
deserve better.

3. Our Great Lakes are a national treasure. They support a robust fish and 
tourism industry here in Michigan. We must protect the lakeshore and 
update infrastructure such as the Soo Locks to ensure the economic impact 
of the lakes to our state is not interrupted. I will champion policies and 
programs that protects environmental quality throughout the Great Lakes 
and protects them from invasive species like Asian Carp. The same applies 
to the land we farm and live on and the air we breathe. We enjoy an incred-
ible agricultural diversity in this state and need to guarantee it for future 
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seasons.

DEBBIE STABENOW, Democrat
www.debbiestabenow.com

1. One of my top priorities is helping create jobs in Michigan. I am focused 
on growing a diverse economy that includes manufacturing and technolo-
gy, small business creation and agriculture, education and career training. 
The first bill I passed into law as a U.S. Senator banned oil and gas drilling 
in the Great Lakes. I authored the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative that 
has been successful in cleaning up our waters and led the fight to restore 
funding after President Trump tried to zero it out. I have been a champion 
for Michigan agriculture and rural communities and authored the 2014 
and 2018 bipartisan Farm Bills.

2. Health care is a human right and everyone should have affordable, quali-
ty health care. I helped lead the fight to stop Republicans from dismantling 
our health care system and taking away health care from millions of Amer-
icans, and am focused on lowering health care and drug costs for Mich-
igan families. I led bipartisan efforts to increase funding for community 
health centers and extend the Children’s Health Insurance Program, which 
100,000 children in Michigan rely on, and am working to pass my Quality 
Care for Moms and Babies Act to provide funding for new partnerships to 
improve maternity and infant care.

3. I have lived in Michigan my whole life and understand that our Great 
Lakes are vital to our economy and Michigan way of life. That is why I au-
thored the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative, which has been successful in 
cleaning up our waters. I will continue working to protect the Great Lakes 
for the next generation. We can protect our environment while creating 
new clean energy jobs. It’s critical that we reduce our dependence on fossil 
fuels. We should continue investing in clean energy technologies – a wind 
turbine is made with over 8,000 parts, every one of which can be made in 
Michigan.

GEORGE E. HUFFMAN III, U.S. Taxpayers
Did not respond.

MARCIA SQUIER, Green
www.MarciaSquier.com

1. My top 3 national legislative priorities are: 1- Retroactively ending the 
War on Drugs. 2- Ending Foreign Interventionism & endless war-for-prof-
it. 3- Giving the People the representation in government that they deserve. 
I would like to repeal and replace the following pieces of legislation: Help 
America Vote Act (HAVA), Patriot Act, Controlled Substances Act, DARK 
Act, Authorized Use of Military Force (AUMF), National Defense Authori-
zation Act (NDAA), Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act (FISA), Tele-
communications Act & Federal Reserve Act. I would support the expan-
sion of Medicare & Public Education for All.

2. Millions of people are not getting the health care they deserve because 
of cost. We deserve Medicare for All & access to life saving remedies. We 
should shift funding away from more death & destruction and towards 
more worthwhile endeavors like healthcare & education. We are dying 
from lack of proper healthcare, while millions of people overseas have also 
died as a result of our weaponry & interventionism. Right now, we offer 
publicly funded healthcare to minors, seniors, & pregnant women. We 

need to stop discriminating against everyone else and ensure their rights to 
life, liberty & the pursuit of happiness too.

3. I want to shift away from fossil fuels and towards renewable off-grid en-
ergy, which would bring an end to all the leaky oil pipelines that criss cross 
our waterways and land, causing pollution and environmental damage. We 
should offer incentives and tax breaks to small businesses that are in the 
environmental and energy industries. This would be very beneficial to the 
future of the Great Lakes, as well as the environment as a whole.

JOHN HOWARD WILHELM, Natural Law
www.nationalrenewalparty.org
1. 1. Voting reform at the federal level to open up our political processes to 
third parties. 2. Promoting a better discussion of the policy issues we face 
especially in a post peak-oil period. 3. Working to get better Russia and 
Middle East policies. Get Elected.

2. My concerns is that we have done a very poor job of intelligently discus-
sion this issue. If elected I would support a bill putting a sunset on Obama 
Care, if and only if as part of that effort a hard copy of David Goldhill’s 
2009 Atlantic article on health reform were given to every American tax-
payer. That would make it much more difficult for the two parties to peddle 
a lot of nonsense about this issue which is dumbing down our electorate 
and preventing us to get good health care for all of these categories.

3. A stiff carbon tax with the revenue going towards supporting good 
public transportation in central cities like Detroit, research on alternative 
sustainable energy sources and reducing our blooming national debt

U.S. HOUSE, DISTRICT 4
2-Year Term – Vote for One (1)

QUESTION 1: PRIORITIES: 
What are your top three national legislative priorities and how 
would you address them?

QUESTION 2: HEALTH CARE: 
What are your concerns and plans regarding U.S. health cover-
age policies and programs, including those affecting maternal 
and child health?

QUESTION 3: ENVIRONMENT & ENERGY: 
What policies do you support to meet U.S. energy needs while 
protecting our water, air and land for current and future gener-
ations? Explain how those actions or policies would affect the 
future of the Great Lakes.

JOHN MOOLENAAR, Republican
www.johnmoolenaarforcongress.com
1. My priorities are jobs, the opioid crisis, and Michigan agriculture. The 
economy is strong, Michigan workers are keeping more of their money 
because of tax cuts. Lower rates mean they will save money next year when 
they file their taxes. I support skilled trades and vocational learning so 
workers are ready for future opportunities. The opioid crisis is hurting our 
communities and I voted for funding prevention and rehabilitation efforts. 
This includes researching non-addictive treatments to help patients recover 
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without opioids. Finally, agriculture is vital and I meet with farmers regu-
larly to hear their concerns.

2. I support access to quality health care for all Americans without raising 
taxes or premiums, and without forcing citizens to buy policies they cannot 
afford. We must ensure affordable coverage for patients with preexist-
ing conditions and younger Americans, protect choices for seniors, and 
maintain the doctor-patient relationship. I voted for several key programs 
supporting vulnerable Americans, including the Children’s Health Insur-
ance Program (CHIP), and Maternal, Infant & Early Childhood Visiting 
Program (MIECHV). This protects children’s health care access, and devel-
opment programs for at-risk children and mothers.

3. I support an all-of-the-above energy policy that utilizes our abundant 
domestic resources including clean coal, natural gas, nuclear, as well as 
pursuing avenues for renewable energies. It is crucial that we become an 
energy-independent nation and focus on a long-term energy policy that 
reduces costs for American families and businesses. We are surrounded by 
a unique national treasure in the state of Michigan, the Great Lakes. It is 
imperative to ensure that our children and grandchildren get to enjoy the 
beauty of the Great Lakes and other natural resources, while sustaining our 
economy and outdoor heritage.

JERRY HILLIARD, Democrat
www.Jerryforour4th.com

1. Medicare for all-push for public option at a minimum for our national 
health care system. Medicare for all is the most expedient way to get the 
health care system we need, and can be proud of because it is a known 
entity. People know it works and it will not be subject to the slander and 
lies that were made up about the ACA because it is already a success. 
Rebuild the middle class-through forward thinking economic policies, a 
living wage, strong unions, Medicare for all and jobs of the future. Educa-
tion-push for increased K-12 funding, smaller class sizes , no public dollars 
for private schools, and college debt help

2. Medicare for all is the answer to our healthcare problems. Medicare is a 
significantly more efficient system than the current one. One of its biggest 
advantages is that it would improve prenatal, maternal and child health. 
Compared to other advanced countries , most of which have a form of na-
tional health care, the U.S. ranks near the bottom in quality of healthcare in 
all of these categories. Even more so than the overall low rankings of most 
categories except health care for the wealthy. If there is a first step it should 
be a public option, not just adding 55-65 ages. It is the moral and fiscally 
responsible path.

3. The course we are on now could hardly be worse in environmental pol-
icy. Of the many policies we need to pursue are less reliance on fossil fuels 
by increasing subsidies for wind and solar while simultaneously decreasing 
them on fossil fuels. A carbon tax plan would be another way of addressing 
the over reliance on fossil fuels. For the water category of environmental 
protection we need to invest in water treatment and infrastructure. For 
the Great Lakes in particular we need to shut down the Canadian pipeline 
going through the Straits of Mackinaw. If we do not the future of the MI 
health and economy is bleak.

MICHIGAN SENATE DISTRICT 36
4-Year Term – Vote for ONE (1)

QUESTION 1: PRIORITIES: 
What are your top three state legislative priorities and how 
would you address them?

QUESTION 2: EDUCATION: 
What measures do you support/propose to achieve improved 
educational outcomes and accessibility for Michigan students 
from early childhood through post-secondary education?

QUESTION 3: ECONOMY: 
What policies do you support to increase jobs and help Michi-
gan residents improve their economic positions?

JIM STAMAS, REPUBLICAN
http://www.facebook.com/jimstamasforstatesenate

1. My top 3 priorities are to fight to keep the jobs we have and attract new 
jobs. Fight for every child to get the best education possible. Fight to make 
Lansing more accountable to the hard working taxpayers.

2. I am open to any measure that improves our education system to ensure 
Michigan students receive the best possible education that prepares them 
for a bright future.

3. I am committed to finding long term solutions so our families can stay 
in Michigan. We must continue to focus on reducing bureaucratic red tape 
and allow people to work and family businesses the chance to succeed. 
Michigan residents have always had the spirit and ability to thrive and it’s 
important that Michigan residents have a government that works for them 
and allows them to grow.

JOE WEIR, Democrat
www.weirforstatesenate.com
1. Education, Incomes, and Infrastructure. Education - All Michigan chil-
dren deserve the opportunity to develop a skill that can sustain them in the 
21st century economy. We need to improve access to quality early-child-
hood and pre-K education, and make post-secondary training affordable. 
Incomes - Michiganders who work full time should be able to support 
themselves. We must increase the minimum wage to $12/hr., reinstate 
the earned-income tax credit, support the Healthy Michigan Plan, and 
strengthen collective bargaining rights. Infrastructure - Increase revenue 
dedicated to building a world class infrastructure.

2. Educating our young so that they have the opportunity to reach their 
full potential is our most basic responsibility, but we have fallen far behind 
other states in public education outcomes. Michigan needs a universal 
pre-K program so that all children are prepared to succeed no matter what 
community they live in. We need to reinvest in our public schools and 
make teaching an attractive career again in order to attract and retain great 
teachers. Finally we need to have multiple paths for post-secondary educa-
tion including training in skilled trades, apprenticeships, and colleges that 
are affordable to every family.

3. My vision is that any Michigander who works full time should be able to 
support themselves. Higher wages are directly correlated to higher edu-
cational attainment. In order to compete in the 21st century economy we 
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need a trained and talented workforce. Therefore, all Michigan workers 
need to have access to affordable post-secondary education whether it be 
training in the skilled trades, or obtaining a college degree. In addition, we 
must increase the minimum wage to $12/hr., reinstate the earned-income 
tax credit, support the Healthy Michigan Plan, and strengthen collective 
bargaining rights.

MICHIGAN HOUSE
2-Year Term – Vote for ONE (1)

QUESTION 1: PRIORITIES: 
What are your top three state legislative priorities and how 
would you address them?

QUESTION 2: EDUCATION: 
What measures do you support/propose to achieve improved 
educational outcomes and accessibility for Michigan students 
from early childhood through post-secondary education?

QUESTION 3: ECONOMY: 
What policies do you support to increase jobs and help Michi-
gan residents improve their economic positions?

DISTRICT 98
ANNETTE GLENN, Republican
www.AnnetteGlenn.com
1. * Reduce the cost of automobile insurance. I’ll work to give drivers the 
freedom to choose the level of insurance coverage they believe works best 
for their needs. * Improve 3rd grade reading scores. Students can’t succeed 
if they can’t read. I’ve talked at length with the director of the Bay City 
Dyslexia Center about how to help children learn how to read. I’ll continue 
to work closely with educators to ensure they have the necessary resources 
to comply with the new law requiring that children be able to read before 
leaving 3rd grade. * Fulfill decade-old promise to reduce our state income 
tax.

2. Focus on skilled trades training in the classroom and through local 
internship opportunities. Ensure teachers have resources to comply with 
the new 3rd grade reading law -- authored in part by the director of the 
Bay City Dyslexia Center -- requiring schools to use methods scientifically 
proven to bring students to grade level reading. Work to expand the new 
$500,000-a-year funding for “at risk” students in Midland Public Schools, 
which until this budget year had never received that funding. Expand state 
“electricity choice” program to let all school districts save money by choos-
ing a less expensive supplier.

3. * Reduce the cost of automobile insurance by offering motorists a tiered 
system from which they can choose the level of coverage they want with 
lower premiums. * Reduce taxes on individuals and businesses, leaving 
more money available for private investment and job creation that will 
result in a net increase in tax revenue. * Restore full Electricity Choice so 
that all homeowners, businesses, agricultural operations, and manufactur-
ers are free to choose where to buy electricity, forcing multiple providers to 
compete for business by lowering what are now the highest electricity rates 
in the Midwest.

SARAH SCHULZ, Democrat
www.Sarah4mi.org
1. My first priority is Strong School by reviewing accountability standards, 
raising teacher salaries and holding for-profit charter schools accountable. 
Second, we must focus on Working Families by working on policies that 
lead to economic security. Legislatively this means a repeal of right to 
work, instituting a living wage, and working to achieve equal pay. Third, we 
must focus on Complete Care by ensuring that all Michiganders have ade-
quate health care regardless of their economic status and providing support 
for loved ones including individuals with disabilities, young children, and 
elderly parents.

2. Education is my top priority since my children are in public school, my 
husband is a public school teacher, and I work for an education-focused 
nonprofit. Michigan ranks last among Midwestern states in all areas of ed-
ucation. We must reinvest in our schools in teachers and support staff, but 
it also in health, nutrition, and counseling support. Teacher accountability 
standards must be realistic and reduce the emphasis on standardized tests 
to determine student and school success. As our children graduate from 
public schools, they should be supported in continuing education whether 
in trade schools or higher education.

3. We no longer should be focused on just bringing jobs to Michigan, but 
we should be focused on bringing good high paying jobs to Michigan. This 
means that we need to focus on repealing Right to Work, a living wage for 
all Michiganders, instituting requirements for businesses to achieve equal 
pay and raising the overtime eligibility threshold to 2x the annualized full-
time minimum wage. It also means investments in our education system, 
including secondary education and trade schools. Michigan is the state that 
created the middle classMidwesternand we can do it again.

DISTRICT 99

ROGER HAUCK, Republican
www.rogerhauck.com

1. Reforming auto no-fault insurance is my number one priority. Michi-
gan’s auto-insurance rates are $1000 over the next highest auto-insurance 
rates. That’s unacceptable. We cannot prosper as a state if people can’t get 
to work. Additionally, I would like to see more money directed toward our 
infrastructure and schools. This past budget did both of those things, but I 
think we can do more without raising taxes.

2. First, I think we should continue to invest in early childhood educa-
tion. Studies have shown that the earlier a child is acclimated to a school 
environment the better off they are. Next, I believe we need to continue to 
invest in K-12. One of the measures I supported this past term was giving 
more money to schools that have a higher population of “at-risk” students. 
This measure resulted in more money for our local schools.

3. While our economy has improved tremendously over the past few years, 
our workforce still hasn’t made the transition. This has resulted in thou-
sands of skilled trades jobs going unfilled. We need to continue to work 
with industry and higher education to get people into career opportunities. 
As far as job attraction goes, I believe in responsibly structured incentive 
programs. One of the major failures of the “lost decade” was incentive pro-
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grams that cost our state money even if they didn’t result in more jobs. We 
took a different approach by putting the incentives on the backend.

KRISTEN BROWN, Democrat
www.electkristenbrown.com

1. Reinvesting in our public schools, supporting small businesses, and in-
vesting in our infrastructure are all top priorities. Our public schools need 
higher funding levels, from pre-K through universities. Teachers must be 
given the resources they need to perform their jobs. As for small business-
es, our current state tax policies favor large corporations at the expense of 
local businesses. I would work to end tax breaks for companies that do not 
invest locally. Lastly, we must increase funding for our infrastructure to 
make our communities safer and enhance economic development.

2. All levels of public education have been grossly underfunded. I would 
work to increase funding levels for public education from early childhood 
through post secondary. We must also support our teachers, who have the 
most important jobs in our state. We must stop the attacks on teacher pay 
and benefits. Much of the critical learning in a child’s life occurs before 
elementary school, so early childhood programs must be expanded and 
well funded.

3. Small businesses are the backbone of our economy and must be priori-
tized over large corporations. Our current state tax policy favors corpora-
tions heavily. Providing tax incentives for companies that hire locally will 
enhance local economies. I also support a living wage, so that working 
families can provide for themselves and work towards greater economic 
positions. Restoring the Earned Income Tax Credit and Child Tax Credit 
would also provide much needed relief to many in our district.

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
8-Year Term – Vote for TWO (2)

QUESTION 1:
Describe your qualifications and experience for State Board of 
Education and explain your reasons for running. How would 
you be an asset?

QUESTION 2:
What actions would you recommend to improve our education 
system?

QUESTION 3:
What are the most pressing issues facing the State Board of 
Education and what actions would you take regarding them?

TAMI CARLONE, Republican
www.TamiCarlone.com

1. My career lends itself perfectly to a seat on the Board. I am also a Na-
tional, State & Local Education Advocate of 18 years. As a member of the 
national network of education advocates, Truth in American Education, I 
keep the pulse of our nation’s schools every day, & we share best practices. 
I am a member of U.S. Parents Involved in Education & am on the Board 
of Michigan PIE. I co-authored 2018 HB 4192 to repeal Common Core 
& give MI students the proven best. I am an award-winning educator of 

adults & children of all ages, abilities & income levels. I am running so I 
can return TRUTH & EXCELLENCE to MI schools.

2. Teachers must deal with way too much these days, like jumping through 
one governmental hoop after another, excessive paperwork & data collec-
tion, meetings & more. We need them connecting with students & focused 
on teaching in their classrooms. We must make sure what teachers are 
learning in teacher college makes them ready to meet the demands of the 
job, like expertise in phonics. Excellent teachers can CHANGE LIVES. We 
must stop the teach to the test mentality that is killing our children’s love 
of learning. We must get out of Common Core & the related testing & give 
our students the proven best standards & tests.

3. All one must do is look at the results to know MI is in trouble regarding 
education. MI ed spending is up to $14.8 billion in 2018 (up each year 
despite declining enrollment) yet school results are on a steady decline. 
The Wall Street Journal summed it up perfectly 1/2018, “Few state school 
systems report worse achievement metrics than MI.” We are bottom ranked 
for special education. I am passionate about making MI a POWERHOUSE 
in education for ALL children. We should be the state others look to as the 
example. Every ed $ must have a positive impact on classroom learning. Ed 
policy makers must be held accountable.

RICHARD ZEILE, Republican
http:///www.facebook.com/Richard-Zeile-DRZ-for-State-Board-of-Educa-
tion-106714412694744/

1. I currently serve on the Board, elected Co-President by Democrat & 
Republican members, where I identify incoherence and true costs of 
policy choices. I represent us at NASBE, the National Association of State 
Boards of Education, serving as an officer. I published my doctoral the-
sis on Detroit school closings in the 1990s and write op-eds regularly on 
Board issues. I taught in Detroit for 25 years and helped to organize a 
MEAP award-winning charter school in the city. I was president of another 
academy there during reorganization after the preceding board mishandled 
funds. My children attended Detroit public schools.

2. 1) Focus on ends (student achievement), not means (compliance issues). 
2) Focus on competence rather than credentials for students. 3) Avoid 
mission creep: adding to a school’s tasks/responsibilities so that the school’s 
mission (literacy & numeracy) becomes unfocused. 4) Beware of policy/
programming that supplants rather than supplements parental involve-
ment and responsibility. 5) Develop clear policy that enables local schools 
to take initiative and responsibility for student achievement. 6) Maximize 
choices for parents and students in enrollment, program, and philosophy 
of education. 7) Encourage character values.

3. 1) Select a new Superintendent of Public Instruction in 2019 to succeed 
the late Brian Whiston. I look for someone who has lived with the poli-
cies he/she has put in place and has familiarity with Michigan schools. 2) 
Identify the factors that enable 3rd grade students to read and be ready for 
subsequent learning. 3) Clarify the empowering character of basic literacy 
and numeracy. When one can access others’ experiences, and understand 
the workings of the world around her, that gives meaning to life that was 
not there before; this is the blessing of education which applies regardless 
of job status, or role in life.

JUDITH P. PRITCHETT, Democrat
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www.votejudypritchett.com

1. As a retired educator with more than 25 years of experience – most re-
cently, as Chief Academic Officer of Macomb Intermediate School District 
(MISD) – and as a concerned grandparent of children educated in Michi-
gan’s public schools, I am confident my passion for and academic ground-
ing in public education, practical experience as a teacher and administra-
tor, and commitment to building collaborative relationships with local and 
state leaders will make me a valuable contributor to the Board.

2. We have an obligation to the children in the state of Michigan to find 
solutions to our financial and achievement issues with common sense fo-
cused policies. All children who enter the school house door must be treat-
ed equally and provided the resources they need. Instead of closure and 
punishment, we must work together as a community to provide support to 
improve schools across the state. Financial resources need to be provided 
based on the needs of the students.

3. One issue facing the Board is the selection of a new State Superintendent 
of Schools. If elected to the Board, I will make my decision in a deliberate 
manner considering the background of the individual related to their expe-
rience in schools, leadership positions and decision-making ability. Anoth-
er issue is the reliance on state assessments for judgments about a schools’ 
overall achievement levels and the performance of teachers. Discussion 
needs to center on consistency on test format and clear targets.

TIFFANY TILLEY, Democrat
www.votetiffanytilley.com

1. I am currently the Director of the Southfield Community Anti-Drug 
Coalition. I have experience working in city and county government. I also 
have experience teaching K-12 in Wayne, Oakland, and Macomb Counties. 
I was an instructor at Wayne State University in the K-12 SEMAA Program 
which was sponsored by NASA. Project Management experience in Real 
Estate Development led to 9.9 MM going towards renovating low-income 
communities in Oakland County. I also have experience in Contract 
Negotiations, Financial Analysis and Recommendations on Multi-Million 
Dollar Entities.

2. Increasing public funding to the Dep. of Ed and local districts by lobby-
ing the legislature. This is crucial, because per pupil funding is below more 
than half of the states in the U.S. Many certified teachers leave MI due to 
low salaries and attack’s on benefits. More funding will allow for special 
programs to help combat illiteracy, fix the failing infrastructure in many 
of the districts and help retain teachers in urban areas to reduce class sizes 
helping to close the Achievement Gap statewide. Lastly, strengthening 
anti-bullying polices across the state and have each local district adhere to 
the same standards.

3. The most important thing the Board will do is to hire a new Superinten-
dent that will implement important policies Statewide. This is important 
because the Superintendent will be responsible for addressing issues such 
as overcrowding, failing infrastructure, determining a new method to 
increasing funds to the districts since multiple mileages to increase funding 
has been defeated. As a Board Member it will be my duty to make sure that 
person is qualified, and has a track record of improving educational sys-

tems. Most importantly that, that person has a history of putting children 
first.

SCOTTY BOMAN, Libertarian
http://scottyboman.org

1. I’ve been a professional educator for over 20 years. I served on the 
Wayne State University Student Council in 1999. I was Chair of the Liber-
tarian Party of Michigan in 2006. My most important qualification is that I 
am a professional educator who recognizes the failure of compulsory edu-
cation run from Lansing. Of course I can’t change that directly, but I can be 
an advocate for reform. End State control. I support returning the money 
parents would spend on public schools to parents who wish to enroll their 
children in private schools. The same for parents who wish to use these 
funds for home schooling purposes.

2. Over-specialization is the primary cause of extinction. We need to 
diversify and move away from the top-down approach that seeks to stan-
dardize education. One size does not fit all. Central control caused the 
downward slide. I support returning the amount of money parents would 
spend on public schools to parents who wish to enroll their children in 
private schools. The same for parents who wish to use these funds for home 
schooling purposes. This is a compromise. Ideally politician would not 
intervene in the education process and people would not have that money 
stolen from them by the government for that purpose.

3. 1. Over-standardization: Issue guidelines that encourage schools to be 
laboratories of innovation. Encourage distance learning opportunities that 
would be accessible by traditional students and home-schooled students 
alike. Give schools and families control of curriculum, not politicians. 
2. Coercive funding mechanisms: Advise the legislature on initiatives to 
restore local and parental control. People should not be forced to pay for 
education they don’t use. 3. Safety: “Gun-Free Zones” are favored by ter-
rorists. Permit people legally qualified to carry firearms elsewhere to carry 
them in schools.

JOHN J. TATAR, Libertarian
www.johnjtatar.com

1. I have spent many years in a classroom and on a construction site where 
the students built a house. The Home Construction class built 15 homes 
in Livonia. I also taught Command & General Staff College to officers 
in the army. I experienced why students learn and have been successful 
teaching/training for 31 years. I believe that education has fallen off the 
rails of its true intent, to give our youth a vision of all that life has to offer 
though critical thinking and what it means be a citizen in our Republic(s). 
My experience is invaluable to the education of our youth & future of our 
Republic(s).

2. Eliminate Common Core, no child left behind, Return to the arts, indus-
trial arts, home and family living, the trades and basic skills etc. Teach the 
Constitution, civics, what it means to be a productive citizen living in the 
Republic(s). Teach true and accurate history; for those that do not learn 
from history are doomed to repeat it. Education should be a general study 
of many areas of life so that students can choose their own pathway for 
their future. Return to the basic principles of our Declaration of Inde-
pendence/Constitution and the important part every citizen must play to 
maintain our liberties.
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3. Get the federal government as well as the state influence out of curric-
ulum. Return the curriculum back to local boards of education and the 
parents. Teach the youth of our nation to be self-reliant, self governing, and 
self controlling, the corner stone of our Republic(s), where the people are 
the government and we delegate authority to those we wish to govern us- - 
by the people and for the people. I also feel that the electronic technology, 
wi-fi, cell towers on school property, 5G etc.being pressed upon us needs 
to slow down until further investigation/research is conducted to see that it 
causes NO HARM to us.

KAREN ADAMS, U.S. Taxpayers
http://kadamsmotherof7@gmail.com

1. Lots of experience in the teaching field! Think of me as Laura Ingalls, 
having taught several different subjects at several different grade levels 
at one time, only over a 28 year period, and mostly in my home, which 
functioned as a one room schoolhouse. I have also helped and supervised 
the education of other students who had been floundering in the system. 
I have had children in the public school system, in private school, and 
homeschool. I have taught 4 years as a tutor with Classical Conversations, 
as well as numerous other enrichment classes. I understand the dynamics 
of teaching and the classroom setting.

2. OK, ready to get radical? Greatly reduce the teacher/student ratio! 
Teachers are put at an extreme disadvantage when asked to actually impart 
information to 25 or more students at one time. But this is not “new” 
radical, this is “old, tried-and true” radical. We used to be the most literate 
nation in the world. Small schools and good student/teacher ratio worked, 
and it can work again. What is more important--buildings or true learning? 
Let’s put aside the false security of bigness and get back to really teaching 
Michigan’s precious souls with personal attention and care that teachers 
want to give, but can’t.

3. Apathy--or worse--the feeling that nothing can be done to really im-
prove the education of one’s own community, because the all-important 
decisions come from the top-down. It is time the State Board of Education 
quit allocating responsibilities to itself that actually belong to parents and 
local school boards. Let’s give those responsibilities back where they be-
long. The State Board of Education has become an octopus, with tentacles 
reaching in areas that have nothing to do with education. Let’s keep it tight 
and efficient!

DOUG LEVESQUE, U.S. taxpayers
Did not respond.

SHERRY A. WELLS, Green
www.sherryawells.net
1. Attended public schools in Detroit, rural Kent County. Due to “teacher 
surplus,” teaching certificate expired. Instructed intro. law classes, wrote a 
text. Presented Esperanto at foreign language teacher conferences. Involved 
parent at schools, ran for local school board, elected to city charter com-
mission. I do my “homework:” attend State Board of Education and school 
board and related meetings across Michigan to listen and learn. “Poverty is 
the biggest obstacle to education”--children must be our primary invest-
ment, with the community not corporations at the forefront. An attorney 
on the board would be an asset.

2. Prioritize, not profitize, our public schools--for-profit charter schools 
need to be abolished and “innovative” schools be authorized by the local 
school districts. Provide wraparound services so children do not come to 
school hungry, traumatized. Special education needs to be proactive, not 
waiting for the “squeaky wheel.” Schools should be cooperative advocates 
not adversaries with all parents so “Every Student Succeeds,” “No Child is 
Left Behind,” become realities not slogans. The legislature needs to support 
education and not lose federal monies, such as that lost for Early Child-
hood Enrichment by not matching.

3. Increasingly, corporations control education across the USA--that pres-
sure must be resisted. The Green Party is a progressive party, not a caucus; 
a stronger, not corporate-bought voice needs to be on the Board and push 
it to take its concerns to the people and request their active support to 
insist that the legislature come through for our children--the money can be 
found. (Search “482 Forward”). The legislature mandated that children be 
able to read by 3rd grade or be flunked, but it is not funding that mandate. 
Preschool programs are predictors of success but underfunding keeps 
women workers poor and turnover high.

MARY ANNE HERING, Working Class
www.workingclassfight.com
1. As a long-time teacher, I have been a steadfast advocate for students and 
their families, the support staff of the college, as well as part-time teachers 
who are the backbone of the teaching staff, with lower pay and no benefits. 
I have also organized in the working class for decades and can give voice 
to workers who see their children and grandchildren deprived of a quality 
education because the state cuts money from public education. I can speak 
up for teachers and other employees who are deprived of the means they 
need to educate young people and whose wages and benefits are reduced 
because of those cuts.

2. Take a page from history, including recent history, where teachers, 
students, school employees and people from their communities organized 
to fight for their right to have better wages, working conditions, and more 
resources in the schools. I think the educational system would be improved 
when those most affected organize to demand that public money go for 
public education. And I would stand with those people and assist in any 
way I could to help with that social fight. Because that is what it took for 
the working class to ever have the right to public education in the first 
place and it’s what it will take again.

3. Crumbling infrastructure in the schools. The handing over of public 
money to for-profit charter schools. Abysmal test scores reflecting the tre-
mendous disparity that exists in our public school systems. I would stand 
up and say, enough is enough! The issue is money: Tax breaks to corpo-
rations and money to private schools means public money is being stolen 
from our public school systems. All school districts need high funding and 
districts that have more problems, need even more. The actions I would 
recommend would be to support people in their communities to organize 
to stop the theft and demand full, high funding.

LOGAN R. SMITH, Working Class
www.workingclassfight.com

1. I’ve lived in Detroit all my life. I was a student in the Detroit Public 
Schools where I saw firsthand the problems that children of working 
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people had to deal with. I feel that as a person who has actually had to deal 
with our education system here in Michigan myself, I am very qualified for 
this position.

2. The solutions for the problems that our school system faces are not 
difficult to figure out: fund poor schools. Provide supplies, fix the broken 
buildings, hire more teachers, and raise teachers’ pay. Make public colleges 
and universities free for anyone who wants to attend, so that people can get 
a degree without going into crushing debt. To pay for this, take the wealth 
back from corporations that were bailed out with money taken from our 
schools.

3. Schools need all the money that’s been stolen back, and much more. Not 
enough textbooks, underpaid teachers, and huge class sizes are just some 
of the issues that students of working people face thanks to a vastly under-
funded educational system. The State Board of Education does not have the 
power to fix that; in fact, no politicians have that power. The only way that 
things are going to change is if ordinary people, teachers, students, parents, 
organize together and disrupt business as usual to stand for what’s right.

UNIVERSITY BOARD OF REGENTS
Find candidates at www.VOTE411.ORG
Enter your address for information on races on your ballot.

MIDLAND COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
2-Year Term – Vote for ONE (1)

QUESTION 1:
How do your experience and education qualify you to serve as 
a Midland County Commissioner?

QUESTION 2:
What are the most pressing issues facing the Midland County 
Commissioners, and what actions do you propose to address 
them?

QUESTION 3:
How will you balance your responsibilities to your district with 
the needs of the entire county?

DISTRICT 1
JEANETTE SNYDER, Republican  - Unopposed

DISTRICT 2
MARK BONE, Republican  - Unopposed

DISTRICT 3
STEVEN GLASER, Republican

1. I’m a husband of 49 ½ years, I’ve learned to love, to listen, to forgive 
and to ask forgiveness, and to admit when I’m wrong. We’ve raised two 
beautiful daughters who taught me patience and joy, and the responsibil-
ities of parenthood. I’ve served two terms on the Bullock Creek Board of 
Education and learned to work at the policy level of administration. I’ve 
worked on many projects with diverse members, many who had English 
as a second language. I’ve learned to plan project work, to actively listen to 

stakeholders for inputs and to discuss and resolve disputes while working 
to accomplish team goals.

2. There are two pressing issues before the County Commissioners – bal-
ancing income and expenditures as projected income declines; and re-
sponding to requests to provide three School Resource Officers (SROs) to 
the Bullock Creek, Meridian and Coleman school districts. As we enter 
the budget cycle, Commissioners, the County Controller and department 
heads will be examining ways to maximize our income sources while 
simultaneously evaluating the services and service levels we currently pro-
vide. On the matter of SROs, we’re supportive of the need and are contem-
plating funding alternatives including a possible millage.

3. Following my election to the county board in 2016, I contemplated, ‘how 
will I make decisions?’ I concluded that as long as the issue aligns with 
‘general norms’ for county government; does not violate the U.S. and the 
Michigan Constitutions; does not violate God’s moral laws; is necessary, 
and we can afford it, then I’ll support the issue to serve the needs of ALL 
jurisdictions in the county.

CHLOE UPDEGRAFF, Democrat
1. My work in the fields of education and public health gives me a unique 
perspective on the issues that people across our state and in our county 
are facing. Both careers have shown me the importance of listening to the 
needs of the community in which I work, as well as working with various 
stakeholders, such as hospitals, businesses, and non-profits, to make the 
changes that will do the most good. My work in education and public 
health has enabled me to make many positive impacts in my community, 
and I will use the skills I have gained to improve the health, well-being, and 
quality of life of those in Midland County.

2. There are two issues that stand out as the most pressing in our county. 
The 1st is the opioid epidemic. Midland County has not been skipped over 
on this issue, with overdose deaths increasing four-fold since 2015. We 
need a comprehensive public health approach with increased community 
engagement, partnerships with law enforcement, and collaboration with 
neighboring communities. In addition, preventing school violence is also a 
major issue. Schools need to be better equipped to keep students safe, and 
as a county we need to do everything in our power to make this happen 
with both trainings and funding.

3. Balancing responsibilities to my district while being mindful of the 
needs of the county will come with listening and collaboration. It will be a 
priority for me to continue to have dialogue with residents in my district 
and attend township meetings to stay on top of what the needs are. I will 
also work with the other Commissioners to find ways to address the needs 
of the county as a whole, working to implement policies and programs that 
work toward the greater good of all of Midland County.

DISTRICT 4
GAYE TERWILLEGAR, Republican - Unopposed

DISTRICT 5
JIM GEISLER, Republican  - Did not respond

JEFF HAVENS, Democrat
1. I’ve been working on projects since I moved here four years ago. My wife 
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and I donated 15 Little Libraries to various locations around the county 
as a way to improve access to reading material. The recently-opened Tool 
Library at ABC is the result of an idea I brought to the Community Foun-
dation two years ago, and it will provide homeowners and contractors with 
access to tools they might not otherwise be able to afford. I am currently 
working on creating a community-based investment fund to allow people 
to invest locally. Being a County Commissioner will allow me to continue 
developing projects on a larger scale.

2. The Midland County Commission has neither an emergency fund in 
place to deal with unexpected problems, nor a system to notify citizens in 
the event of an emergency. As a result, the county’s response to last year’s 
flood was not as strong as it could have been. Given that we experience 
annual flooding in Midland County and that large-scale floods seem to 
happen approximately every 10 years, I think the County Commission 
should be more pro-active in preparing for such events. Also, the County 
Commission does not participate very heavily in the county’s economic 
development, and it should.

3. Positioning Midland County to be better prepared in the event of a flood 
is something that will benefit everyone equally, not only the members of 
my district. The same is true of economic development. I don’t think I’ll 
need to choose between serving my district and serving the county as a 
whole. Our needs are the same.

DISTRICT 6
ERIC DORRIEN, Republican - Unopposed

DISTRICT 7
SCOTT NOESEN, Republican - Unopposed

-NON-PARTISAN SECTION- 

MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT JUSTICE
8-Year Term – Vote for TWO (2)

QUESTION 1:
What educational, occupational, civic and community experi-
ences have you had that particularly qualify you for this judicial 
office? Why are you running?

QUESTION 2:
Do you believe the current process for electing Supreme Court 
Justices should be altered in any way - including how candi-
dates are nominated for election or appointed for vacancies 
and how campaigns are funded and regulated?

QUESTION 3:
What, in your opinion, are the two greatest areas of need in 
the Michigan justice system, and how should the Supreme 
Court respond to them?

SAMUEL BAGENSTOS
www.BagenstosForJustice.com
1. Early in my career, I was a law clerk to Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
on the U.S. Supreme Court. I served two stints in the U.S. Department of 

Justice, first as an attorney in the Civil Rights Division’s Appellate Section 
during the mid-1990s, then returning as Principal Deputy Assistant Attor-
ney General for Civil Rights under President Obama and Attorney General 
Holder. I have argued four cases in the Supreme Court of the United States. 
I have litigated for voting rights, disability rights, women’s rights, and ac-
countability for the Flint Water Crisis. The Court needs justices who have 
fought for people’s rights.

2. There is no perfect system of selecting judges. Our current system is 
suboptimal, however, in two respects. First, in our current process, candi-
dates are nominated by political parties, but they appear on a “nonpartisan” 
ballot that hides that information from voters. Either a purely nonpartisan 
system or an honestly partisan system would be preferable. Second, cam-
paigns for the Michigan Supreme Court are expensive, and they are largely 
funded by attorneys and others who might have business before the Court. 
That corrodes public confidence in the impartiality of the Court. Campaign 
finance reform would improve things.

3. First, the Michigan Supreme Court must be prepared to perform the 
state courts’ historic function of serving as the last line of defense for basic 
rights, such as the rights to liberty, equality, and a clean environment. As 
the federal courts pull back from protecting these rights, the role of the 
Michigan courts will grow in importance. Second, the Michigan Supreme 
Court should use its administrative authority to maintain public confi-
dence in the courts (by addressing such issues as jury diversity) and to 
promote alternatives to the criminal justice system as appropriate (for 
example, through problem-solving courts).

MEGAN KATHLEEN CAVANAGH
www.cavanaghforsupremecourt.com

1. I graduated from the U of M College of Engineering and Wayne State 
University Law School. I have over fifteen years of experience as an appel-
late attorney, representing people in all levels of state court and handling 
over 150 appeals. I have held leadership positions with the Appellate Prac-
tice and Negligence Sections of the State Bar of Michigan. I am a member 
of the Attorney Grievance Commission. My experience reflects a commit-
ment to improving the fairness of Michigan’s justice system. I believe that 
each person should stand on equal footing before the Court and receive 
fair consideration of the issues.

2. I am comfortable with the people of the state of Michigan judging my 
experience and temperament and determining whether I am the best 
candidate for this important office. Spending by interest groups on issue 
ads (dark money) undermines public confidence in the judiciary because 
it makes the public believe that Justices are bought and paid for when this 
branch of government does not operate that way. The job of a Justice is to 
make decisions according to the law, no matter who likes that decision. 
Public funding would eliminate the influence of dark money on judicial 
elections.

3. The two greatest areas of need are reform of the juvenile justice system 
and improving access to justice. The Supreme Court should be actively 
engaged with other stakeholders in considering solutions such as diversion 
programs, community based detention, and specialty courts. Our cur-
rent justice system doesn’t provide equal access to justice for those most 
vulnerable among us. Everyone has the right to effective counsel and I will 
fight to fulfill that promise for all regardless of race, religion, gender, sexual 
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orientation, gender identity, marital status, disability status, geography or 
income level.

ELIZABETH T. CLEMENT
www.clementforjustice.com
1. In addition to the regular Court docket, I serve as liaison to child welfare 
issues and problem solving courts, including mental health, Veteran’s treat-
ment, and sobriety/drug treatment courts. Prior legal experience includes 
private practice focusing on family and criminal law and government prac-
tice as legal counsel in the legislative and executive branches handling legal 
issues in both state and federal courts. I am running because my experi-
ence demonstrates measured deliberation, attentive listening, collaborative 
decision making and my sincere commitment to equal justice to all and 
independence of the judiciary.

2. Many cases before the Court are inherently political, so it seems that 
the process of having political parties nominating non-partisan justices 
is counterintuitive to a fair and impartial judiciary. I’d like to see process 
changes that protect the independence of the judiciary through the re-
moval of partisan politics from the elective process. The election of judges 
should never be based upon how a judge or Justice rules on particular cases 
of interest, but rather whether they maintained integrity, applied the law as 
written and served as a neutral unbiased arbiter.

3. Our courts have seen improvement in access to justice but two import-
ant areas we continue to work on are trial court funding and indigent de-
fense. These issues directly impact the people we serve. The public deserves 
fines and fees that are fair, reasonable, and affordable. Those involved in the 
criminal system deserve their Constitutional promise of an attorney if they 
cannot afford one. I made great progress on these issues before joining the 
bench and I value the opportunity to continue working towards solutions 
with the Trial Court Funding Commission and the Michigan Indigent 
Defense Commission.

DOUG DERN
twitter.com/Mich13
1. Life. I have been a lawyer working in the trenches helping everyday 
people. I have a deep understanding of how rule rulings effect the common 
Jane. My opinion is that the current justices have lost site of that.

2. No

3. Police corruption is always a concern. The Flint water situation should 
be a concern. I think the current is light on reviewing criminal appeals. The 
Flint water crisis is the result of corporate greed.

KERRY LEE MORGAN
www.pck-law.com/About-Our-Attorneys/Kerry-L-Morgan.shtml

1. The Supreme Court needs Justices who will apply the law as written, not 
as it ought to be written in the mind of the Judge. My background in the 
law for over thirty five years has taught me the importance of this purpose. 
My experience in the practice of law before judges has taught me that judg-
es are sometimes reluctant to simply apply the law as written. I can bring a 
balanced respect for the written law and the Constitution in particular to 
the bench, so that Justice may be done.

2. The nomination and election process for Supreme Court Justices is 

adequate. Campaigns will always be funded in part by special interest sand 
those who propose schemes to limit the effect of those interests, have an 
interest of their own in influencing the outcome of elections. The People 
are the best check on those interests and funding abuses through the ballot 
box. Government “solutions” and the snake oil of “bipartisan” support are 
designed to simply increase major party control of the Supreme Court and 
should be avoided.

3. The future of the judicial system is for the People to decide, but that 
future must recover a solid commitment to the rule of law, not the law of 
judges. Michigan Lawyers must also be freed from the politicized State 
Bar of Michigan by elimination of compulsory membership. The Supreme 
Court should be leading this fight. Instead, it sides with the Bar. It compels 
lawyers to pay money to the Bar for the propagation of ideas with which 
they disagree. The Court also tramples down the natural rights of con-
science in the process. Securing natural rights is the states only compelling 
interest.

KURTIS T. WILDER  - Did not respond

JUDGE OF COURT OF APPEALS 4TH DISTRICT, 
Incumbent Position
6-Year Term – Stephen L. Borrello - Unopposed
Partial Term – Brock A. Swartzle - Unopposed

JUDGE OF 42ND CIRCUIT COURT, Incumbent Position
6-Year Term – Stephen P. Carras - Unopposed

MIDLAND COUNTY PROBATE COURT, Incumbent Posi-
tion
6-Year Term – Dorene S. Allen - Unopposed

MIDLAND COUNTY EDUCATIONAL SERVICE AGENCY - 
Unopposed
Kimberlee Baczewski
Judy Gunderson
Kevin Heye
Partial Term – Jordan Summers – Unopposed

MIDLAND  CITY COUNCIL
QUESTION 1
How does your background qualify you to serve on the Mid-
land City Council?

QUESTION 2 
What are the most pressing issues facing the City Council, and 
how would you address them?

QUESTION 3
How will you balance your responsibilities to your Ward with 
the needs of the entire city?

Ward 1 -- Vote for One (1)
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PAM HALL  - Did not respond

JEREMY RODGERS

1. I have gained practical experience through the jobs I have held. My 
education, in addition to that experience, has well prepared me to serve 
on Midland’s City Council. I will bring a blue-collar work ethic to the City 
Council and I am able to relate to and work with people in all walks of life. 
I have developed excellent people skills through my campaign experiences 
and have demonstrated my ability to build a rapport with my coworkers, 
neighbors and even our congressman, attorney general and our state rep-
resentative. This skill will help me in working with constituents as well as 
others in the city government.

2. The city needs a fiscally responsible long-term plan to address infra-
structure funding needs (eg: 2017 flood) and unfunded liabilities (eg: 
pensions). The City Council needs to constantly question our spending, 
seek more efficient ways to provide our excellent services and eliminate any 
unnecessary spending enabling the city to pay off our unfunded liabilities 
more quickly. The city can then spend that money (15.5% of the 2018-19 
budget) where it’s needed. It’s also important to foster a business-friendly 
community to promote population growth, better paying jobs for our citi-
zens and increase our tax base.

3. My primary job would be to look after the interests of the individuals 
and businesses in Ward 1 and to ensure that they have their voices heard. 
I will utilize technology tools to always do my best to ensure they are in-
formed of City Council decisions and how those decisions impact them. I 
will be an advocate for them on the City Council.

Remaining Wards unopposed:
Ward 2 – Maureen Donker
Ward 3 – Steve Arnosky
Ward 4 – Diane Brown Wilhelm
Ward 5 – Marty Wazbinski

SCHOOL BOARD MIDLAND PUBLIC SCHOOLS
4-Year Term - Choose not more than three (3)

QUESTION 1
How do your experience and education qualify you to serve 
as a member of the Board of Education for the Midland Public 
Schools?

QUESTION 2
What do you think are the most pressing issues facing the 
Board of Education for the Midland Public Schools?

QUESTION 3
What actions would you propose the Board take to address 
these issues?

PATRICK FRAZEE
1. I believe my last four years serving on the Board of Education combined 
with my experience as an educator uniquely qualify me as a potential board 
member. I attended schools at the MPS ( Parkdale, Northeast and MHS) 

and my children now attend the MPS, I belive I have a good understanding 
of what is expected of the MPS. Over the past fours years I have served on 
the Board of Education, two of those years as Treasurer. During this time I 
have served on committees such as: finance facilities and operations (chair-
person), curriculum- assessment and instruction, and the human resources 
subcommittee. I have attended numerous training opportunities, including 
last years annual school board convention where I served as a voting dele-
gate for the MPS.

2. Some of the most pressing needs for the MPS are: 1. Continued budget 
stabilization. 2. Continued improvement to the districts facilities, including 
oversight to ensure that bond funds are managed properly. 3. Continued 
improvement on our curriculum standards, including standardized test 
scores across the spectrum.

3. 1. We need to keep our fund balance healthy so that we may be able to 
absorb financial stresses without them always becoming emergencies. We 
have made significant improvements on the fund balance the past 4 years 
and need to continue to do so. At the same time we need to reinvest some 
of fund balance back into the students, staff and facilities so that we don’t 
become stagnant. MPS staff have made great sacrifices to help bring the 
fund balance level back up, we need to find ways to acknowledge/reward 
those sacrifices. 2. We need to stay the course on district facility improve-
ments many of the needed repairs will only get more expensive over time 
and could become safety issues. 3. The MPS has instituted many curricu-
lum changes/iniatives of the past few years such as project lead the way and 
obtaining IB certification at our elementaries. We need to let our staff and 
students have time to master these programs. Improvements will follow!

JON LAUDERBACH
1. As a parent, attorney, educator and former judge, I am a problem-solver. 
During my tenure as a judge, I was called upon to objectively weigh the 
facts of each case or controversy, and render a decision grounded in the law 
without fear or favor. Since returning to private practice, I have represented 
corporate and governmental clients in litigation and administrative matters 
throughout Michigan, helping find creative solutions to complex problems. 
Since 2009, I have been an adjunct professor of law at the Michigan State 
University College of Law, helping prepare the students of today to become 
the lawyers of tomorrow. But above all else, I am a parent of two teenage 
sons. In each of these roles, I am called upon to appreciate differences of 
opinion and different approaches to learning and achievement and to col-
laborate to solve problems.

2. The three most pressing issues facing the District and the Board of 
Education do not change with time. They are always the same: to provide a 
high quality education for Midland children, to provide talented teachers 
and support staff to ensure that children are ready to meet with success 
in school and in life, and to provide a plan to ensure school facilities and 
finances are sound. Midland Public Schools has a long history of excellence 
in educational service, and has worked to create an environment where 
children, in the world beyond K-12, are life long learners and contrib-
ute positively to their communities. But the supply of talented educators 
is becoming scarce, as are the financial resources available for educator 
compensation and facilities management, and the demands of preparing 
students for life after K-12 is changing rapidly.

3. Midland Public Schools, and the entire Midland community needs to 
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dedicate itself to attraction and retention of high quality educators to con-
tinue the tradition of excellence in the delivery of educational services. In 
addition, the Board’s essential function is to set policies and hire a superin-
tendent, who in turn must hire a management team that fosters an envi-
ronment of continuous quality improvement among teachers and staff. The 
Board’s oversight of the superintendent and management team includes 
prudent fiscal management and cost containment.

PHILLIP RAUSCH
1. Having been born and raised in Midland, I am passionate about giving 
back to the community and in particular a school district that gave me 
such a strong foundation. I have benefited from great teachers, administra-
tors and coaches that pour their heart and soul into delivering a world class 
education to the children of Midland. In my professional life I have had 
experience building effective teams, delivering performance based results 
through difficult challenges, delivering value to internal and external cus-
tomers, and managing performance. I feel that my passion for giving back 
to the schools combined with my ability to address problems effectively 
with a team will help me serve the school board effectively.

2. 1. Continuing to deliver and grow student achievement to meet the 
needs of today - this means all students and not just those at the top of the 
class. 2. Safety and security of our students every day inside of the class-
room and out. 3. Supporting the demands of today’s families - adapting 
both the school day and educational resources to ensure all students are 
supported through the educational process.

3. 1. Continuing to drive student achievement should be done in collabo-
rative environments with the educators, the school board, and administra-
tion. Measuring performance improvement of students should be targeted 
as to determine exactly what is and is not working for students and to the 
extent possible tailoring to each student. Students should be given the 
opportunity to explore various career paths whether college or vocational 
bound and curriculum should adapt to each individually. 2. School Re-
source Officers are an improvement, but we need to go further with the 
use of social workers and counselors directly connecting with students and 
consider the emotional education of the student in addition to the intellec-
tual education. 3. Societal norms of today are drastically different than they 
were when I went to school. Income inequality is greater, technology faster 
and more differentiated, and many families are dual income. We need to 
ensure we tailor education to today’s needs.

PAMELA SINGER

1. As the President of the Board of Education, I am certified with merit by 
Michigan Association of School Boards and have earned over 190 board 
level education credits. I have taken courses in policy, governance, school 
law, and data informed decision making. I work for The Legacy Center 
supporting initiatives that ensure youth excel and become productive 
members of society. I work with many youth serving agencies in Midland 
using data to inform and guide the impact of Developmental Assets and 
risk taking behaviors. I am actively involved in local organizations includ-
ing: Cultural Awareness, Community Health Improvement, United Way, 
and Youth Outreach. My husband Jim and I have four children who have 
all attended MPS.

2. o Attract, retain, and support high quality educators o Improve safety and 

health of school environments: We need solutions that make our schools 
safe sanctuaries where kids feel welcomed and supported where we re-
spect differences and embrace diversity o Support high quality instruction 
to ensure every student can learn o Close the achievement gap: Gaps in 
achievement appear early before children arrive at the school door, impacts 
of poverty matter a lot. Making decisions to close the gap matters.

3. The Board and Superintendent work together to insure strategy and 
budget is set around most pressing issues, clear expectations are estab-
lished, community partnerships are strengthened. oContinue to insure edu-
cators have high quality professional development and classroom supports. 
oInsure evidence based best practices are used to help each student reach 
their full potential. oHonor and celebrate teachers and schools producing 
real gains, use data informed decision making. oSupport collaboration with 
law enforcement and mental health profession on initiatives to improve 
safety, mental health, and well-being.

KURT YOCKEY
1. For 45 years I have been a volunteer for the Midland Public Schools. 
I have been counsel to a number of Boards for businesses over the years 
and I serve on Boards presently. For 30 years I have been a panel mem-
ber or chairman of panels for the Attorney Discipline Board; these panels 
determine if an attorney’s conduct met or failed to meet ethical and legal 
standards. I have been General Counsel to multiple companies and as a 
consequence I have become well versed in appropriate governance and 
and ethical financial disclosures. I have contributed financially to multiple 
entities and programs in Midland and for the School District even when I 
was living in the suburbs of Detroit. In summary my experience includes: ◊ 
45 year commitment to volunteer for the Midland Public Schools ◊ 30 year 
background in evaluating ethical and legal behavior ◊ 37 years of business 
and legal experience ◊ 48 years of backing MPS programs and projects.

2. 1 Security. It is 19 years since the Littleton Colorado shooting and there 
have averaged 10 deaths a year since 2000 yet our administration has not 
presented a comprehensive plan to the Board. An effective plan must 
include deterrence, prevention, defense in place and response. 2 Fidelity 
to promises made in the 2014 tax increase. Please see Brokenpromis-
es-midlandschools.com. Administration made 60 appearances and mul-
tiple videos promoting a list of items that would be purchased with the 
money derived from the tax increase. In early 2018, without any notice to 
the public, 105 items were removed or changed. Leadership that tells the 
public one thing and then does something else with public money should 
not continue. 3 Eliminate the secret dealing of the Board. Almost no Item 
is debated publicly by the Board. Topics are raised by administration, and 
usually a 7-0 or a 6-1 vote results with no meaningful discussion or debate. 
Union contracts will be a topic for this board.

3. Security. Allow administration no further delays in assuring safety of 
students and staff. No excuses about lack of resources, no partial plans, 
nothing but a clear, comprehensive plan that clearly addresses deterrence, 
prevention, defense in place and response is acceptable. Broken Promises. 
Without so much as a single notice in one weekly “communiqué” from the 
superintendent our administration and board deleted/changed or cheap-
ened 105 such items. Administration and the Board have not been trans-
parent as to what was deleted and to what project those funds were applied. 
Secret Dealing The Board must provide the public with open deliberation 
of the issues that are presented to the Board. Seven to zero or six to one 
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votes are the mode of operation of this Board and administration. Vote 
after vote it is clear that discussions took place out of public view. This issue 
was the subject of a lawsuit in which our superintendent was involved in 
his former district.

STATEWIDE BALLOT PROPOSALS

STATEWIDE PROPOSAL 18-1
A proposed initiated law to authorize and legalize possession, 
use and cultivation of marijuana products by individuals who 
are at least 21 years of age and older, and commercial sales 

of marijuana through state-licensed retailers.

This proposal would:
• Allow individuals 21 and older to purchase, possess  and use  marijuana  
   and marijuana-infused edibles, and grow up to 12 marijuana plants for 
   personal consumption.
• Impose a 10-ounce limit for marijuana kept at residences and require 
   amounts over 2.5 ounces be secured in locked containers.
• Create a state licensing system for marijuana businesses and allow 
   municipalities to ban or restrict them.
• Permit retail sales of marijuana and edibles subject to a 10% tax,  
   dedicated to implementation costs, clinical trials, schools, roads, and   
   municipalities where marijuana businesses are located.
• Change several current violations from crimes to civil infractions.
 
SHOULD THIS PROPOSAL BE ADOPTED?        [  ] YES          [  ] NO

STATEWIDE PROPOSAL 18-2
A proposed constitutional amendment to establish a com-

mission of citizens with exclusive authority to adopt district 
boundaries for the Michigan Senate, Michigan House of Rep-

resentatives and U.S. Congress, every 10 years.

This proposed constitutional amendment would: 
• Create a commission of 13 registered voters randomly selected by the 
   Secretary of State:
     • 4 each who self-identify as affiliated with the 2 major political 
        parties; and
     • 5 who self-identify as unaffiliated with major political parties.
• Prohibit partisan officeholders and candidates, their employees, 
   certain relatives, and lobbyists from serving as commissioners.
• Establish new redistricting criteria including geographically compact  
   and contiguous districts of equal population, reflecting Michigan’s 
   diverse population and communities of interest. Districts shall not 
   provide disproportionate advantage to political parties or candidates. 
• Require an appropriation of funds for commission operations and com
   missioner compensation.

SHOULD THIS PROPOSAL BE ADOPTED?        [  ] YES          [  ] NO

STATEWIDE PROPOSAL 18-3
 A proposal to authorize automatic and Election Day voter 
registration, no-reason absentee voting, and straight ticket 
voting; and add current legal requirements for military and 

overseas voting and postelection audits to the Michigan Con-
stitution

This proposed constitutional amendment would allow a United States 
citizen who is qualified to vote in Michigan to: 
• Become automatically registered to vote when applying for, updating 
   or renewing a driver’s license or state-issued personal identification 
card, unless the person declines.
• Simultaneously register to vote with proof of residency and obtain a 
   ballot during the 2-week period prior to an election, up to and 
   including Election Day.
• Obtain an absent voter ballot without providing a reason.
• Cast a straight-ticket vote for all candidates of a particular political 
   party when voting in a partisan general election.

SHOULD THIS PROPOSAL BE ADOPTED?        [  ] YES          [  ] NO

MIDLAND COUNTY SCHOOL 
RESOURCE OFFICER (SRO) 

MILLAGE PROPOSAL
“Shall the limitation on the total amount of general ad valorem taxes 
which may be imposed for all purposes upon real and personal property 
in Midland County be increased by a total levy of up to .4 mill ($.40 per 
$1,000.00) of taxable valuation, as finally equalized, for levy in the years 
2018 through 2021, both inclusive, as provided in Article 9, Section 6, 
Michigan Constitution of 1963, as amended, for the purpose of assigning 
licensed law enforcement officers from the Midland County Sheriffs Of-
fice and the Midland City Police Department as School Resource Officers 
to Midland County public schools (Midland Public, Meridian, Bullock 
Creek and Coleman)who will provide school security and law enforce-
ment, and facilitate educational liaison between students, school staff, 
law enforcement officers, and the community which if approved and 
levied in its entirety is estimated to raise $1,343,531 in the first year?”

SHOULD THIS PROPOSAL BE ADOPTED?        [  ] YES          [  ] NO

 FOR MORE QUESTIONS 
& ANSWERS, GO TO 

www.VOTE411.ORG
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  League of Women Voters of Michigan 
  Education Fund 

and Members and supporters of the Midland Area League of Women Voters

This Voter Guide 
made possible by

 Clip & take to the polls
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6, 2018  •  Polls will be open 7 a.m. – 8 p.m.

On the PARTISAN SECTION of the ballot, you may vote for all candidates of any one party 
OR you may vote for candidates from different parties in different races. 

In any case, be sure to ALSO VOTE the NONPARTISAN and PROPOSAL SECTIONS of the ballot.
PARTISAN
Governor/Lt. Governor _____________________________________________________________

Secretary of State __________________________________________________________________

Attorney General __________________________________________________________________

U.S. Senate_________________________________________________

U.S. Representative___________________________________________

State Senator 36th District_____________________________________

Representative in State Legislative 98th/99th District___________________________________________

State Board of Education (2)    1)___________________________  2)__________________________

University of Michigan (2)       1)___________________________  2)__________________________

Michigan State University (2)    1)___________________________  2)__________________________

Wayne State University (2)       1)___________________________  2)__________________________

NONPARTISAN
Supreme Court – Full Term (2)     1)___________________________   2)___________________________  

Court of Appeals   ____________________________________
Local School Board   1)___________________  2)____________________  3)____________________  

State Ballot PROPOSALS       1._________________           2._________________           3._________________
County   1._________________          
Election Inspectors have the right to ask voters entering the polls to remove campaign buttons or cover up clothing bearing a 
campaign slogan or a candidate’s name.  Voters may also be told to conceal campaign literature or materials brought into the polls.


