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Prelude  Pastorale (Messiah)           Georg Frideric Handel ((1685-1759) 

 

Announcements 
 

 

Officiant   Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

(Philippians 1:2) 

 
Confession of Sin 

Officiant          Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Officiant and People together  

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 

by what we have done, 

and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 

have mercy on us and forgive us; 

that we may delight in your will, 

and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your Name. Amen.  

The Priest says, 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

Amen.  

The Invitatory (Invitation) 

 
Officiant     Lord, open our lips.   

People       And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 

Officiant and People  

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is 

now, and will be for ever. Amen.   Alleluia. 

 



The First Lesson      Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28 

Jacob settled in the land where his father had lived as an alien, the land of Canaan. This is 

the story of the family of Jacob.  

Joseph, being seventeen years old, was shepherding the flock with his brothers; he was a 

helper to the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives; and Joseph brought a bad report 

of them to their father. Now Israel loved Joseph more than any other of his children, 

because he was the son of his old age; and he had made him a long robe with sleeves. But 

when his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him, 

and could not speak peaceably to him. 

Now his brothers went to pasture their father’s flock near Shechem. And Israel said to 

Joseph, “Are not your brothers pasturing the flock at Shechem? Come, I will send you to 

them.” He answered, “Here I am.” So he said to him, “Go now, see if it is well with your 

brothers and with the flock; and bring word back to me.” So he sent him from the valley of 

Hebron.  

He came to Shechem, and a man found him wandering in the fields; the man asked him, 

“What are you seeking?” “I am seeking my brothers,” he said; “tell me, please, where they 

are pasturing the flock.” The man said, “They have gone away, for I heard them say, ‘Let us 

go to Dothan.’“ So Joseph went after his brothers, and found them at Dothan. They saw him 

from a distance, and before he came near to them, they conspired to kill him. They said to 

one another, “Here comes this dreamer. Come now, let us kill him and throw him into one 

of the pits; then we shall say that a wild animal has devoured him, and we shall see what 

will become of his dreams.” But when Reuben heard it, he delivered him out of their hands, 

saying, “Let us not take his life.” Reuben said to them, “Shed no blood; throw him into this 

pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him” —that he might rescue him out of their 

hand and restore him to his father. So when Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped him 

of his robe, the long robe with sleeves that he wore; and they took him and threw him into a 

pit. The pit was empty; there was no water in it.  

Then they sat down to eat; and looking up they saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from 

Gilead, with their camels carrying gum, balm, and resin, on their way to carry it down to 

Egypt. Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal 

his blood? Come, let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is 

our brother, our own flesh.” And his brothers agreed. When some Midianite traders passed 

by, they drew Joseph up, lifting him out of the pit, and sold him to the Ishmaelites for 

twenty pieces of silver. And they took Joseph to Egypt. 

Lector The Word of the Lord.    Answer        Thanks be to God.  

All join in singing the following hymn 

 



Hymn 649         O Jesus joy of loving hearts     Dickinson College 

     

 

The Second Lesson     Romans 10:5-15 

Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person who 

does these things will live by them.” But the righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do 

not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ down) “or 



‘Who will descend into the abyss?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what 

does it say? 

“The word is near you,  

on your lips and in your heart”  

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus 

is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For 

one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is 

saved. The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to shame.” For there is 

no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all 

who call on him. For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to 

believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone 

to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 

Lector The Word of the Lord.    Answer       Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel Lesson     Matthew 14:22-33 

Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he 

dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by 

himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered 

by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the 

morning he came walking toward them on the sea. But when the disciples saw him walking 

on the sea, they were terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But 

immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.”  

Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.” He said, 

“Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. 

But when he noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried 

out, “Lord, save me!” Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to 

him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. 

And those in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 

Lector The Word of the Lord.    Answer        Thanks be to God. 

Sermon                     The Reverend Canon Judith Heffron 

The following anthem is sung by a member of the St. Edmund’s Choir. 

 



Anthem           How Beautiful Are the Feet (Messiah) Georg Frideric Handel 

                      Rebecca Tomlinson, Soprano  

 
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and 

Bring glad tidings of good things. (Isaiah 52:7) 

 

 

The Apostles’ Creed (An Ancient Baptismal Creed reminding us of our common baptism as 

the basis of our common prayer.) 

Officiant and People together  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 

his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the 

Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is 

seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

The Prayers  

Officiant The Lord be with you.  

People  And also with you.  

Officiant Let us pray.  

Officiant and People  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.  

 

 

 



Prayers of the People     

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

God of love, we pray for your church: For Michael, our Presiding Bishop; John and Diane 
our bishops; for all lay and ordained ministers; and for all who seek you in the community 
of the faithful. Equip us with compassion and love, to carry out your work of reconciliation 
in the world.  God of love… Hear our prayer 

God of freedom, we pray for our nation, and all the nations of the world: For peace and 
unity across barriers of language, color, and creed; for elected and appointed leaders, that 
they would serve the common good. Inspire all people with courage to speak out against 
hatred, to actively resist evil. Unite the human family in bonds of love. God of 
freedom…Hear our prayer. 

God of peace, we pray for this community: For our local leaders; for our schools especially 
St. Edmund’s nursery school; for our neighborhoods and workplaces. Kindle in every heart 
a desire for equality, respect, and opportunity for all. Give us courage to strive for justice 
and peace among all people, beginning here at home. God of peace…Hear our prayer. 

God of mercy, we pray for all in any kind of need or trouble: For those whose lives are 
closely linked with ours, and those connected to us as part of the human family.  
Especially…..Awaken in us compassion and humility of spirit, as we seek and serve Christ in 
all persons.  God of mercy…Hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for those whom we know celebrating their birthdays, anniversaries or other special 

occasions this week. Especially….. Gracious God     People   Hear our prayer. 

Let us pray for those who are sick, those who suffer,  and those who struggle:  Especially all 

those who are affected by Covid-19, financial insecurity and all other trauma caused by this 

crisis.  That the hope born of Easter gives them peace, and brings renewal,     Merciful God… 

Hear our Prayer. 

God of grace, we pray for those who have died: Especially…….  May they know the joy of 
your eternal Kingdom.  Make us faithful to your call to proclaim your Good News, by word 
and example, and bring us at last into the glorious company of the saints in light. God of 
grace…Hear our prayer. 

The Officiant then says the following Collects  

The Collect of the Day  
Grant to us, Lord, we pray, the spirit to think and do always those things that are right, 

that we, who cannot exist without you, may by you be enabled to live according to 

your will; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 



 
A Collect for the renewal of life 
O God, the King eternal, whose light divides the day from the night and turns 
the shadow of death into the morning: Drive far from us all wrong desires, 
incline our hearts to keep your law, and guide our feet into the way of peace; 
that, having done your will with cheerfulness during the day, we may, when 
night comes, rejoice to give you thanks; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

A Collect for guidance 
Heavenly Father, in you we live and move and have our being: We humbly 
pray you so to guide and govern us by your Holy Spirit, that in all the cares 
and occupations of our life we may not forget you, but may remember that we 
are ever walking in your sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

A moment of silence for individual prayers and thanksgivings 

Please keep these members of the community in your prayers: 
Elizabeth, Iris, Margaret, Ralph, Toby, Blake A., Iswari C., Janice C., Jeff D. , Ellen E., Chuck C. Mimi,. Marguerite 

H. Michael J. Maria K .Sandy L,  Jean L., John M., Edward M., John M., 

Natalie P,. Garret R., Krishan S., Patty T., The Simpson Family, the Dixon Family, Billie, Christine,Charlie, Glynis, 

Nicole, Lauren and Paloma. 

The General Thanksgiving Officiant and People  

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 

we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 

for all your goodness and loving-kindness 

to us and to all whom you have made. 

We bless you for our creation, preservation, 

and all the blessings of this life; 

but above all for your immeasurable love 

in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 

for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 

that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with our lips, but 

in our lives, by giving up our selves to your service, and by walking before you 

in holiness and righteousness all our days; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.  

The Blessing 
Amen. 



 

Deacon        Let us bless the Lord.      All Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude     Recessional (Water Music)    Georg Frideric Handel 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to Join us weeknights for Compline 
The service of Compline is offered on the Saint Edmunds Facebook page live Monday thru 

Friday from 7:30pm-7:45pm.  This is a short prayer service found in The Book of Common 

Prayer (p. 127) meant to provide  peace and assurance of God's presence as we begin to settle in 

for the evening.  If you do not have a Book of Common Prayer, download a pdf version here:  
https://episcopalchurch.org/files/book_of_common_prayer.pdf 
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