
 
    

THE NATIONAL ROAD: GEORGE WASHINGTON AND 
AMERICA’S FIRST HIGHWAY WEST 

Presented by 
Author &Historian 

Brady J. Crytzer 
 

Upon America’s 250th anniversary comes the story of a new republic forging 
unity through ambition and action, inspired by George Washington’s youthful 
dream to build the nation’s first highway west. The National Road is the first 
narrative history of the federal project—begun decades before the nation itself 
was born and ranging through the 1830s—that connected the United States 
across the Alleghenies and into the western frontier. Starting with a young 
Washington’s dream of uniting the Potomac and Ohio Rivers, historian Brady J. 
Crytzer traces the political rivalries and engineering marvels that created an 
artery bringing settlers, ideas, and commerce deep into the American interior. 

    

                                              DATE:                May 19, 2026 
                                              TIME:                 6 pm to 7:30 pm 
                                              LOCATION:       408 N Jefferson St. 
                                              COST:                Non-Members $10 
                                                                         Members $5 
                                                                         Students are free    
Reservations are strongly encouraged. Reservations can be made by calling (724) 
658-4022 on any Tuesday, Thursday or Saturday between 11 am and 4 pm or by emailing 
info@lawrencechs.org.    
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