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Meet current Trinity Education Foundation scholar, 
Nathan Samayo. He is now a Junior at Seattle Pacific 
University working towards his Bachelors Degree in 
Mathematics and Education. Nathan works two jobs, 
one at a local gym and the other on campus as Student 
Ministry Programmer. In his role as Ministry Programer 
Nathan is focused on the multicultural ministry and 
charged with ensuring that the good work done at SPU 
is inclusive of  all students and staff. This year Nathan 
took on a new leadership role hosting a Multicultural 
Night of  Worship. This event celebrates and honors 
the different ways that various cultures around the  
world celebrate Christianity through food, music,  
and performances.

One of  five siblings, Nathan is also a first-generation 
college student. Born in Guam, he and his family moved 
to the United States mainland when he was one year old. 
They settled in Tacoma, where he grew up. He received 
a full scholarship from Trinity Lutheran College that 
launched his college career. 

Tragedy struck in his first year of  college when his mom 
passed away. Nathan credits his success in recovering 
from that loss to the support he received at TLC. “If  it 
wasn’t for the support of  my TLC family I would not be 
here. Their support gave me the strength to continue my 
education” said Nathan.

In January Nathan was awarded the “People of  Promise 
Award” at SPU. This honor is bestowed on SPU students  
who embody the mission of  changing the world and 
sharing love. When Nathan graduates in 2019 he plans  
to spend three years teaching before applying for a PHD  
Principal Program. He dreams of  serving underprivileged  
communities in Tacoma or abroad in Guam. 

The Trinity Education Foundation scholarship has 
made a world of  difference in his life. Nathan comes 
from a large family in an underprivileged neighborhood. 
He funds his education through financial aid, grants, 
scholarships, and hard work. This scholarship allows 
him to have, “one less thing to worry about.”
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DREAMS

Proud TLC Alumnus, Chad Larson, ‘05, is pursuing a Masters of  Divinity at Luther 
Seminary in Minnesota. Chad was first drawn to youth ministry as a teenager. His youth di-
rector at church was an alumnus of  TLC and suggested he visit the campus. Someone from 
his church donated funds for him and his youth director to visit TLC. He immediately knew 
it was the school he was called to attend, and he enrolled. At TLC he earned a bachelors in 
Youth and Family Ministry and a minor in Biblical Studies with an emphasis on Counseling. 

Following graduation Chad worked in Youth Ministry. During this time, he met and mar-
ried his wife, Natalie, and they now have two children. He currently works at Our Savior 
Lutheran in St. Paul, Minnesota fulltime as Director of  Youth and Family Ministry and 
part-time leading the Contemporary Worship Services. 

Over the years he began to feel called to congregational ministry with a focus on youth 
ministry. He prayed, “God if  you truly intend for me to pursue Seminary, I need help 
financially to make this happen.” In response to his prayers, Chad was awarded the Luther 
Seminary Leadership Scholarship and then the Trinity Education Foundation Seminary 
Fund scholarship. 

Chad’s biggest challenge is his busy schedule balancing family life, vocation, and seminary. 
He even fits in a little time to play recreational hockey and softball depending on the season. 
Chad welcomes the challenges seminary brings but looks forward to the day that he can 
serve his church community in a pastoral role.

SCHOLARSHIP WINNER 
ATRESA NICKELSON
Former TLC student Artresa Nickelson is a 
first-generation college student and is now 
attending St Martin’s University. She grew 
up in a large family with four siblings, in 
Vancouver, WA. In 2019 Artresa will achieve 
a very important goal, graduating with a 
Bachelors in Business Communications. Her 
dreams don’t stop there as she is making 
plans to apply for a Masters program in 
Business. 

Artresa is currently searching for an intern-
ship in business communications. After 
graduation, she hopes to begin her business 
career in the West Coast region of  the 
country. Artresa dreams of  someday owning 
her own business and being a role model for 
others. 

The biggest challenge Artresa faces is 
her rigorous schedule. She participates in 
track, supports herself  by working as a 
Public Resource Officer at Saint Martin’s 
University, and takes a full load of  classes. 
Her scholarship from the Trinity Education 
Foundation has made a world of  difference 

in her life. She was able to reduce her work 
schedule and move into quieter off-campus 
housing to concentrate more on her aca-
demic pursuits. This allowed her to greatly 
improve her academic performance. 

“My studies have improved quite a bit, I 
was able to move off  campus and into a less 
stressful environment due to the scholar-
ship Trinity gave me. My grades are better 
than they were last semester and I am a lot 
happier” stated Artresa. 

LETTER 
FROM THE 
PRESIDENT
As spring comes with its renewal and 
reawakening, the staff and Trustees of the  
foundation approach every day with hope.

This school year 22 past-Trinity Lutheran 
College students were awarded scholarships 
to continue their studies at other institutions.  
Here you’ll read a few of their many great 
stories of hope.  Enjoy!  We’ll do the same 
again next school year as it’s a privilege 
to walk with Trinity undergrads who are 
continuing their education.  In addition to 
TLC undergrads we are also supporting 
TLC students from the year 2000 and 
forward who are attending seminary.  

A few months ago, we said “thank you” 
to Dr. John Stamm and Ev Holum for 
their years of service as Trustees with the 
TEF, and “welcome” to Toraya Miller, Jim 
Steele, and David Swartling to their first 
term as Trustees. We appreciate them all.  

We’re eager for the future and to continue 
the spirit and mission of LBI/TLC, helping 
students learn and live out their God-
given abilities and direction. As you know, 
college is challenging these days.  Case 
in point: paying for college, and the lack 
of direction are the two main reasons 
students drop out of college. This is where 
we plan to provide hope. 

The long-term plan for the TEF is to 
award scholarships to students that 
attend schools in line with the spirit and 
mission of LBI/TLC. This plan will begin 
for students in the 2019-20 academic 
year, and we hope this will continue to be 
a point of unity for you, the LBI and Trinity 
alumni and friends.

Together we can make a huge difference 
in the lives of the students who are TEF 
scholars.  We hope you will join us in this 
life changing journey! 

Tom Lucas 
President



THREE GENERATIONS CONTINUE  
SUPPORTING STUDENTS
The letters “LBI” and “TLC”…and now “TEF” mean a lot to  
the Brodahl family.

Nearly sixty-seven years ago, a young Erdie Paulson left the 
Territory of  Alaska by steamer ship to attend the Lutheran Bible 
Institute (LBI) in Seattle.  Her studies there had such a spiritual 
impact on her life that two more generations followed in her 
footsteps.  Erdie married Chuck Brodahl and in time their oldest 
daughters, Charlene Brodahl Howe and Gayle Brodahl Mathiesen 
and grandson Benjamin Howe each 
attended classes at LBI. All have special 
remembrances of  enthusiastic teachers and 
Bible lessons that continue to affect their 
decisions and choices in life.

Erdie’s strong emphasis on reaching 
others for Christ was fueled in part from 
the time she spent at LBI. As a young, 
energetic Sunday School Superintendent, 
she canvassed the church’s neighborhood 
with young daughters in tow to encourage 
entire families to attend Sunday School and 
surpassed her own goal of  400 in Sunday 
School classes. Every corner of  the church 
was used as a Sunday School classroom 
including the furnace room known as 
“the pit.” Through her years she enjoyed 
studying and teaching the Bible–and living 
the truths she found in the Word.

Chuck and Erdie have joyfully supported LBI and Trinity Lutheran 
College (TLC) through the years with funds for scholarships in 
various areas of  ministry studies. They were pleased to receive 
letters sent by LBI/TLC scholarship students who had received 
funds from the Brodahl Scholarship, knowing that the recipients 
were receiving solid teaching based on the Bible. At mealtimes 
Chuck and Erdie would pray for guidance and wisdom for the 
students and staff  of  the college. They always wanted the word of  
the Lord and Biblical principles to be the emphasis for LBI/TLC 
students, seeking first His will for their lives.

When TLC announced the school’s closure, it was a sad day for 
many including the three generations of  Brodahl family. But 
knowing the Trinity Education Foundation is continuing as an 
ongoing entity to carry on the spirit and mission of  LBI/TLC, is 
heartwarming. We are glad and excited that the Chuck and Erdie 
Brodahl Ministry Scholarship will be part of  the TEF Ministry 
Fund, and will continue to impact the lives of  students well into 
the future. “Our family believes it is important to encourage young 
men and women to have a solid faith in Jesus Christ, and become 

ambassadors for Him in our changing 
world,” said the Brodahls.

In Erdie’s LBI notebook, she wrote: “I 
don’t know what God’s plan is for the rest 
of  my life, but I would be pleased if  I could 
work among people to help them become 
better Christians, and to reach out to those 
who don’t know the Lord. I want to use 
this education God has provided for me. 
At LBI I’ve been inspired! In the past I’ve 
sung “Take my Life and let it be” and I’ve 
stopped there for convenience sake. In 
other words, if  it’s all the same with you, 
Lord–please leave my life as it is and let me 
be, even while I’m in your service. But for 
the rest of  my life I would like to joyously 
sing the whole song “Take my life and let it 
be consecrated Lord to thee.”  

We are thankful that the Trinity Education Foundation will 
continue well into the future to assist students to do just that.  

Pictured Above: Chuck returning from the Honor Flight to 
Washington, DC with Christian Mathiesen, Gayle Mathiesen,  
Jaysen Mathiesen, Chuck, Jacob Mathiesen, Charlene Howe  
and Blake Howe, 2015.

Inset: Erdie Paulson Brodahl, 1939

“Knowing the Trinity 

Education Foundation is con-

tinuing as an ongoing entity to 

carry on the spirit and mission 

of LBI/TLC, is heartwarming.” 
-The Brodahls



UPDATE ON FUTURE PLANS
As you read from the TEF Board President Tom Lucas, the future 
is bright for the Trinity Education Foundation to carry on the 
spirit and mission of  LBI/TLC, and even brighter for the students 
who will receive scholarships in the years to come. It’s a joy today 
to be able to help past-TLC students continue their studies. Into 
the future, we’ll be helping students who are attending Christian 
colleges and universities not only with financial support but also  
to help them better understand their vocational identity. 

So, what does that mean in a practical sense? Along with financial 
support we’re also planning to include support mechanisms such 
as personal assessments to get a better idea of  their strengths and 
innate God-given missional core values, and mentoring to provide 
input and direction to support the student. Together this will help 
students as they decide the classes and major(s) they choose, and  

to help them transition into their life’s work. 

A recent Gallup poll shows that students are almost 2 times more 
likely to say their college experience was worth it if  they had quality 
mentoring to help pursue goals and dreams. This is huge! Out 
of  ten attributes measured for success in college by grads in the 
workplace, this was tied for first.

In the spirit of  LBI/TLC our desire is for TEF scholarship 
recipients to know that God created them for a life of  service, no 
matter their career choice, to impact the world around them. We 
hope you choose to join us in this exciting journey!

Kelly Miller 
Executive Director

INFO@TEF-LBI.ORG
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TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE
TO HELP SUPPORT STUDENTS LIKE NATHAN, ARTRESA,  

AND CHAD, GIVE ON OUR WEBSITE AT WWW.TEF-LBI.ORG 
OR BY MAIL AT TRINITY EDUCATION FOUNDATION,  

215 W. MUKILTEO BLVD., STE. 205, EVERETT, WA 98203  
OR CALL 425.249.4800.
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