Request for Applications- 
Advancing Clinical Translatable Science by Addressing Roadblocks
Letter of Intent Due September 15, 2025
The New Jersey Alliance for Clinical and Translational Science (NJ ACTS)
Clinical Translational Science Research Program (Element E)
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Basic information on Element E funding opportunity

Overview of NJ ACTS Element E RFA. This RFA solicits innovative projects that address significant roadblocks in clinical and translational science (CTS). Faculty investigators at Rutgers University, Princeton University, New Jersey Institute of Technology and the RWJBarnabas Health System are eligible to apply. Projects should:
· Focus on strategies and/or innovations to overcome truly significant challenges in clinical and translational research (as defined on page 5)
· Improve dissemination and/or implementation of evidence-based interventions
· Address a translational research question in a particular disease or intervention context, but provide insights or innovations that are generalizable across different diseases and/or translational research projects
· Increase efficiency and/or effectiveness of research translation
· Budget up to $162,500 in direct costs per year for up to two years.

Currently funded Element E projects. Summaries of the projects currently funded through NJ ACTS Element E are provided below.

Implementation of a novel genetic services model to enhance patient care
Translating evidence on opioid overdose prevention into practice

We welcome projects from across the translational spectrum, however projects focused on basic discovery research without translation will be considered non-responsive and will not be reviewed. We encourage submissions that expand upon existing NJ ACTS pilot projects as well as novel submissions. Projects that include collaborations across schools and departments within an institution, and across NJ ACTS Institutions (Rutgers, Princeton, NJIT and RWJ Barnabas Health) are encouraged, but not required.

Eligibility: The PI/MPIs, Co-Is, collaborators, and other researchers should be well suited to the project and able to devote sufficient effort to complete the proposed aims. The PI/MPIs must have the appropriate experience and training to lead the project and have demonstrated an ongoing record of accomplishments in their field(s). If the project is collaborative or MPI, the investigators should have complementary and integrated expertise and their leadership approach, governance, and organizational structure should be appropriate for the project.  PI/MPIs must have a primary affiliation with the Alliance Partners of NJ ACTS (Rutgers, Princeton, NJIT, or RWJ Barnabas Health), and hold a faculty or equivalent position. 	PI/MPIs are limited to one Element E application per cycle. The sole exception is clinicians who may have a specific expertise or patient populations and be relevant to more than one proposal. Eligibility for this exception should be clearly described in both the LOI and the application. In addition, currently funded Element E project PIs/MPIs are not eligible to apply as PI/MPI again in this funding cycle.

Application Process:  Element E applications will involve 2 phases. As described in detail below, Phase 1 is a letter of intent describing the project and its deliverables as well as the study team (PI/MPIs, Co-Is, collaborators). NIH Biosketches of the PI/MPIs should be submitted. Selected projects will be invited to submit a full application (Phase 2) which will include an up to six-page NIH-style research strategy that details the objectives, approach, and impact. Full proposals must additionally include well-defined milestones and/or deliverables. All projects are assumed to promote publications and foster the submission of extramural funding applications. A discussion on how the findings of the project will be impactful, build new collaborations across Alliance partners, and use NJ ACTS resources is required.

Letter of Intent. Interested investigators should submit a letter of intent through this https://redcap.link/azjq9g2n. The online forms will ask you to report: 
· Title of project
· PI/MPIs- names titles, and contact information
· NIH-formatted Biosketches for PI/MPIs
· Timeline (typically up to 2 years) – no more than 1000 characters
· Abstract – Provide an overview of the project in no more than 3000 characters
· Specific Aims – Describe the aims of the project in no more than 3000 characters. Your aims should include the following:
· What is the key roadblock/barrier in CTS that this project will address?
· What methods or approaches will you use to address these roadblocks and catalyze innovations in the research process?
· How will results be generalizable to increase the efficiency, effectiveness, or translational impact in other contexts, settings, or disease areas?
· What deliverables will the project produce?
· What NJ ACTS core facilities/resources will the project use? 

Budget Guidelines: Total funding support may not exceed $162,500 in direct costs each year for two years. Under exceptional circumstances and with strong justification, proposals may request a third year of funding (at up to $162,500 in direct costs). According to NCATS and NJ ACTS guidelines, no indirect costs are permitted and carryover of funding is prohibited as are no cost extensions. Funds will expire each year on April 30 and new funds awarded based on NIH funding for the second year.  We anticipate funding 2 projects in this cycle. Applicants may not request salary support for themselves or their co-investigators; salary support is allowable for staff, postdocs, and students.

Review process and criteria. Letters of intent will be reviewed by NJ ACTS leadership to ensure eligibility, competitiveness, adherence to current NIH priorities, and conformity with the guidelines for CTS. Selected projects will be invited to prepare a full application. The contact PI for projects selected to advance to the full application stage will be emailed a customized link to an online REDCap Application Form. Full applications will include a budget and justification, biosketches for all key personnel, a Specific Aims page, and a Research Strategy of up to 6 pages. Full applications will be reviewed by internal and external peers with expertise in the proposal topic. Applications will be scored according to:
· Significance of the challenge or barrier being addressed.
· Potential to provide insights or innovations that are generalizable across different diseases and/or translational research projects.
· Rigor and robust approaches with the potential to generate reproducible findings and high-quality data that will enable the research to advance translational progress regardless of whether the initial research objective is met (e.g., learning from failures). 
· Potential impact.
· Additional criteria include:
· Use of NJ ACTS resources (https://njacts.rbhs.rutgers.edu/).
· Collaboration-building potential.
· Potential for sustainability measured by the likelihood of obtaining extramural support and/or adaptation of the outcomes by the health system to improve healthcare delivery (if relevant).
An Executive Committee will make the final decision for funding based on priorities and the recommendations of the reviewers.

For questions regarding Element E, please contact:
Emily S. Barrett, PhD
NJ ACTS Element E Director
George G. Rhoads Endowed Legacy Professor
Vice Chair, Department of Biostatistics and Epidemiology
Rutgers School of Public Health
Emily.barrett@eohsi.rutgers.edu


Summary of key dates for Element E applications (2025-2026 cycle)

RFA Release Date: August 4, 2025.Letter of Intent (Phase 1) Deadline: September 15, 2025 (by 5:00 EST). Link to LOI form: https://redcap.link/azjq9g2n

Notification of projects selected for full proposals: Early October 2025

Full proposal (Phase 2) deadline: November 21, 2025 by 5:00 EST.

Award Notification: January 2026

Earliest Start Date: May 1, 2026 (dependent on regulatory approvals and NIH/NCATS approval).


Background on NJ ACTS Element E 

Purpose: The New Jersey Alliance for Clinical and Translational Science (NJ ACTS) is committed to enhancing, broadening, and bolstering its research endeavors in translational science. Translational science represents a dynamic domain that pioneers scientific and operational breakthroughs, surmounting persistent hurdles encountered along the translational research continuum. This field is dedicated to generating a spectrum of innovations—scientific, operational, regulatory, financial, and administrative—that revolutionize the research landscape, catalyzing speedier, more efficient, and more impactful advancements. Aligned with the mission of the NIH’s National Center for Advancing Translational Science (NCATS), which provides support to NJ ACTS, we aim to translate biomedical research findings into tangible health solutions, spanning diagnostics, treatments, and interventions, through the application of translational science.
In harmony with NCATS' objectives and within the context of the NJ ACTS award, Element E funds and supports innovative research projects designed to propel clinical and translational science initiatives throughout NJ ACTS, engaging our academic alliance partners (Rutgers, Princeton, and New Jersey Institute of Technology) and our health system partner, RWJ Barnabas Health. Larger than traditional pilot grants, our initiative seeks to furnish resources aimed at nurturing programs that can then vie competitively for expanded extramural support, leveraging funding opportunities such as RC2[footnoteRef:1] studies pertinent to NJ ACTS (refer to NJ ACTS website) or through independent extramural avenues (R series grants). Element E projects will typically be two years, though in exceptional circumstances and with strong justification, three years of funding may be requested. [1:  RC2s are a special CTSA category that allows each CTSA to have up to 2 active RC2 awards. RC2 awards can be for up to 5 years and a total of $500,000 per year. NJ ACTS will issue an RFA for RC2 project ideas but require a formal NIH proposal.] 


Distinguishing Clinical and Translational Science from Clinical and Translational Research
To be competitive, an Element E project must fit within the definition of Clinical and Translational Science. Whereas translational research focuses on a specific disease target or disease, translational science is focused on a best approach (process) that applies to any target or disease.
NIH defines translational research as “a unidirectional continuum in which research findings are moved from the researcher’s bench to the patient’s bedside and community and divides it into 6 translational phases. It can also be seen as 1) the process of applying discoveries generated during research in the laboratory, and in preclinical studies, to the development of trials and studies in humans, and 2) research aimed at enhancing the adoption of best practices in the community.
Translational Science, in contrast, generates innovations that overcome longstanding challenges along the translational research pipeline. These include scientific, operational, financial, and administrative innovations that transform the way that research is done, making it faster, more efficient, and more impactful. Think of the processes of science broadly and how to improve them, whether in the lab, the clinic, from a regulatory or administrative point of view. NCATS has generated 7 key principles listed below that inform translational science and apply to research anywhere along the translational continuum. 
NIH NCATS Translational Science Principles 
· Prioritize initiatives that address unmet needs
· Produce generalizable solutions for common and persistent challenges
· Emphasize creativity and innovation
· Leverage cross-disciplinary team science
· Enhance the efficiency and speed of translational research 
· Utilize boundary-crossing partnerships
· Use bold and rigorous research approaches
For example, identifying biomarkers for one specific disease mechanism would be an example of translational research, whereas developing an assay that predicts clinical efficacy better than current animal models, or developing systems to merge clinical datasets from different sources accurately and efficiently, would be examples of translational science. For further examples see: https://einsteinmed.edu/centers/ictr/translational-science/. Element E projects must address translational science issues; applications that only fit the definition of translational research will be considered non-responsive.
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Identifying Collaborators/Partners for your project

If you have a project idea, and are looking for a collaborator, the information below may be of help. You may also email njacts@rbhs.rutgers.edu.
Academic Partners: Each of the partner institutions has a faculty search mechanism: 
Princeton: https://researchwith.princeton.edu/
NJIT: https://research.njit.edu/researchers 
Rutgers: https://www.researchwithrutgers.com/
RWJBH: https://www.rwjbh.org/doctors/search-results/

For additional help, contact:

Princeton: Daniel Notterman, MD, MA, dan1@princeton.edu

NJIT: Shawn Chester, PhD, shawn.a.chester@njit.edu

Rutgers: Reynold Panettieri, MD, rp856@rbhs.rutgers.edu 

RWJBH: Joseph Jaeger, DrPH, Joseph.Jaeger@rwjbh.org 

Community Partners: The NJ ACTS Community Engagement Core can connect you to experts in the NJ ACTS Network of Networks and resources you need through an introductory email or telephone call. Community Engagement staff can even help foster and facilitate the development of long-term partnerships. Request a referral to get connected by completing the form at: https://go.rutgers.edu/CEC_ServiceRequest.

Industry Partners: Each of the academic partners have institutional officials who help develop and nurture relationships with industry. These include:

Princeton: Dean R. Edelman, Strategic Partnerships and Engagement, Dean.edelman@princeton.edu.

NJIT: Rick Rosenberg, Director of Corporate and Foundation Relations, rmr@njit.edu.

Rutgers: Vincent Smeraglia, Executive Director, New Ventures, vincent.smeraglia@rutgers.edu or Marika Dunn, Executive Director, Research Relationships, mdunn@rutgers.edu.

In addition, the New Jersey Health Foundation has excellent multiple relationships with companies and other entities across New Jersey. They have offered to help identify partners, as well. Contact Mike Wiley at mwiley@njhf.org.

Institutional Review Requirements

NJIT
For any NJIT participants for project proposals they must go through the normal proposal preparation and submission protocols, including adhering to the NJIT proposal timeline and guidelines requirements by working with their assigned College director and using Streamlyne for internal documentation and approvals for budget and compliance checks. 

Princeton
Princeton requires internal review of the full proposal by the Office of Research and Project Administration (ORPA) for all projects that include a Princeton PI or Co-PI. Submissions and internal deadlines should be coordinated through your Departmental grants staff. For the internal routing in ERA, the Prime Sponsor should be listed as Rutgers University.

To submit the application to Princeton ERA, the final online application and attachments must be saved in progress, printed to pdf and routed through a departmental grants manager in Princeton ERA for approval prior to submission to NJ ACTS. Please contact NJ ACTS manager or for Princeton, Liz Tawa (etawa@princeton.edu) if you plan to apply, serve as a Co-PI, Co-I, or have any questions.

Rutgers
This is an internal application and does not require review by Rutgers Research and Sponsored Programs Office (RSP). The application may require approval of the Dean/Chair of the Co-PIs based on school/departmental policy.

RWJ Barnabas Health
Applications must be facilitated through the RWJBH Research Office (research@rwjbh.org), and are subject to stakeholder approvals, including but not limited to clinical areas, Finance, Legal, and sites.
Additional budget information
· Project period is typically 2 years. Under exceptional circumstances and with strong justification, 3-year projects will be considered. No cost extensions are not permitted. All funds awarded must be used per the Scope of Work of the project. The projects must be completed by April 30, 2028. Funds will expire each year on April 30 and new funds awarded based on NIH funding for the second year.
· PI effort: Effort levels for each PI/MPI/Co-I must be specified.
· Applicants may not request salary support for PI/MPI/Co-Is; salary support is allowable for staff, postdocs, and students. 
· If the project involves a partner organization, a separate scope of work, budget and budget justification must be included. The budget must adhere to RFA guidelines and should be aligned with current NIH priorities.
· Name, title/role, percent effort, salary and benefits for each participant must be provided.
· Supplies and other costs should be itemized in detail by type and number in the budget and budget justification.
· Equipment requests and service contracts must be detailed in the budget and budget justification; quotes may be attached.
· For those projects which involve NJ ACTS partner institutions, complete a budget for each institution and a cumulative budget page. Budgets should clearly show what project costs will be expended at each institution.
· Facilities and Administration costs are not permissible.
· Foreign subcontracts are not permitted under this mechanism.


Additional regulatory information for awardees

· Shortly after award notification, awardees must participate in a regulatory consult with Anthony Gonzalez, the NJ ACTS QA/QC Manager, who will guide awardees through the required processes.
· Awardees must obtain all regulatory approvals (e.g. IRB, IACUC, or Radiation Safety) and meet all compliance requirements prior to receiving funds and maintain approvals during the entire length of the award. The title of the project on the IRB/IACUC letter must match the Element E project title. Copies of the IRB/IACUC approval letters must be sent to the NJ ACTS Program Administrator at NJACTS@rbhs.rutgers.edu.
· Approvals must be completed prior to the NJ ACTS RPPR submission in March 2026. 
· Projects that involve human subjects research or live vertebrate animals require additional approvals by NIH/NCATS before an award can be made and funding released. The project MUST have IRB or IACUC approval prior to submitting to NCATS for its approval. Therefore, all applicants are urged to seek IRB or IACUC approval concurrent with the submission of the grant application.
· When you apply for IRB/IACUC approval, indicate that your research is supported by NJ ACTS: Award number UM1 TR004789, Funding source: NIH/NCATS. You will list that you are applying for funding and will then submit a modification once NCATS approves the project
· If your project is an NIH-defined clinical trial (see below), you must register your project and report results on clinicaltrials.gov.

A research study in which one or more human subjects are prospectively assigned to one or more interventions (which may include placebo or other control) to evaluate the effects of those interventions on health-related biomedical or behavioral outcomes.
NIH Clinical Trial Definition


NCATS Prior Approval:
NCATS, the NIH Center that manages the CTSA program, requires that all grants receive NCATS approval prior to award activation. If the project involves humans or vertebrate animals, the project MUST have IRB or IACUC approval prior to submitting to NCATS for approval. Therefore, all applicants must seek IRB or IACUC approval concurrent with the submission of the Element E application.

NJ ACTS staff will communicate with each successful grant proposal’s contact PI about the NCATS requirements once the selection process is completed.

Information on NCATS requirements for projects with human subjects can be found here: https://ctsa.ncats.nih.gov/governance-guidelines/guidelines/new-projects-with-human-subjects-research/. For animal studies, see: https://ctsa.ncats.nih.gov/governance-guidelines/guidelines/prior-approval-of-planned- research-involving-live-vertebrate-animals/.

Please note that there is a required update with the NJ ACTS Program Officer twice a year on progress of the project. This is a requirement of the NCATS Element E guidelines. Project teams will also meet quarterly with the NJ ACTS Element E Director, Dr. Emily Barrett.
