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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]DR. LUIGI BRUNETTI AWARDED R01 GRANT FROM NIH!

Dr. Brunetti is an Associate Professor of Pharmacy Practice and Pharmaceutics at the Rutgers Ernest Mario School of Pharmacy. He gains the most satisfaction out of maintaining a clinical practice site at Robert Wood Johnson Somerset, which provides the canvas to identify clinically relevant questions for his research focus. In January 2022, Brunetti was awarded his first R01 grant from the National Institute of Health (NIH) after participating in the National Research Mentoring Network-CIC Academic Network (NRMN-CAN) Grant Writing Group hosted at Rutgers.
Brunetti’s research focuses on the identification of factors that influence an individual's response to medications. This information can be utilized to personalize patient care and enhance outcomes. This is particularly important for the conduct of human clinical trials and prospective pharmacokinetic studies. Brunetti’s research will evaluate the use of the over-the-counter sleep aid melatonin as a protectant against antibiotic-associated kidney injury. “I often encounter hospitalized patients treated with antibiotics and noted that depending on the antibiotic, acute kidney injury (AKI) may occur in greater than 10% of patients treated with broad spectrum antibiotics.  Therefore, the identification of strategies to reduce the risk of AKI is of great importance.”
Brunetti learned about the NRMN-CAN grant writing group by way of Dr. Lauren Aleksunes, the Workforce Development Core Lead for the NJ Alliance for Clinical and Translational Sciences (NJ ACTS), and she invited him to participate. “Quite honestly, the clarity of my writing needed help.  I had clear ideas but when putting pen to paper it was difficult to present them in way that flowed logically. Grant writing is a tedious task and at times, when writing you become blind to potential gaps in your proposal.  The NRMN provided a sounding board to obtain prospective feedback and edits greatly enhancing my grants.”
Since joining the NRMN-CAN grant writing group, Brunetti states that, “The most important takeaway from working with NRMN is to leverage the resources available to improve writing and enhance science.  Dr. Aleksunes and other members of the NRMN panel are seasoned researchers with grant submission experience.  They kindly shared many of their successes (and failures) which greatly enhanced the proposal.  I was always intimidated to share my proposal with colleagues, but the atmosphere at NRMN is truly educational and has a team-like feeling.  Moreover, while having a diverse group of reviewers present the proposal benefitted with the many comments received.  Individuals with different backgrounds ensures the proposal in understood by a broad audience.”
Even though this was Brunetti’s first time going for a R01 grant, he states, “I feel as if I have overcome a large hurdle and that I am better armed to pursue my next grant.  I plan to continue to participate in NRMN to support future proposals. My overall experience has been overwhelmingly positive and this resource is a must!”
Through conversation with Brunetti about this recent accomplishment, we asked, if someone called you and asked, “Why should I become involved with NRMN?” Brunetti’s response – “There is no question you should become involved with NRMN.  One of my mentors always told me to ‘keep the comments in the family’.  Meaning, why not discuss all the gaps in the proposal with your colleagues before it reaches the reviewer panel?  The group at NRMN provides honest feedback that greatly enhances your proposal.  There is no reason not to take advantage of this resource. With the appropriate feedback and encouragement, you can receive grant support.  As a Clinical Researcher the grant process is overwhelming, but by leveraging resources available at the University one can be successful.”
The NRMN-CAN Grant Writing Group is supported by NJ ACTS, the School of Graduate Studies, Ernest Mario School of Pharmacy, NIEHS Center for Environmental Exposures and Disease, and the Office of Research and Economic Development. For more information about NRMN-CAN, email aleksunes@eohsi.rutgers.edu or suziec@pharmacy.rutgers.edu. 
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