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Thank you, James [ Bunker ]!
Thank you PG Addington and First Lady Addington.
Thank you!
I wish to thank each and every one of you who have gathered in this room tonight.
Thank you for what you do, day in, and day out for the SAR, for your friends, your neighbors, and your community.  You are what makes the SAR a great and wonderful organization. It’s what being American is all about.  
Let me begin by expressing my deepest gratitude to all of you gathered here tonight. Your service and dedication to the Sons of the American Revolution embody the spirit that keeps this Society vibrant and meaningful. Without your active participation, the SAR would be little more than a collection of historical records, lost to the corners of a library basement or worse — discarded and forgotten. You are the heart and soul of our organization.
It has been my profound honor to serve as your President this past year and to work alongside you in the 7 years prior. Thank you for your support, camaraderie, and most importantly, your friendship. Together, we have upheld the values of true gentlemen — respect, kindness, and integrity.
My SAR journey began in 1976, when I worked with Linus Hayden and Lynn Gordon of the Michigan Society to initiate my membership process. A career move to San Francisco delayed my application by three decades. Finally, on February 12, 2007, I proudly joined the Sacramento Chapter.
I never envisioned becoming such an active member, yet on my very first day, a mentor named Tom Chilton approached me with: "We really need a Cashier and Treasurer."  Eighteen years later, I am still serving as Sacramento's Treasurer. 
Coincidently, at the same time, Intel Corporation, through its Community Impact Fund, encouraged its employees to volunteer with 501(c)(3) nonprofits in their local communities. Being a new member, I chose the SAR. Every hour I volunteered earned $10 for the organization — a commitment that over the past 18 years has generated grants totaling $189,000 for the Sacramento, Delta, Mother Lode, and Gold Country Chapters, and the California Society.  
Throughout this incredible journey, I've been fortunate to meet many remarkable individuals—Compatriots who have inspired and supported me. Special thanks to Tom Chilton, Jim Faulkinbury, Craig Anderson, Scott Brooks, Matt Bowdish, and all members of the Sacramento Chapter. Beyond Sacramento, I am grateful to my cousins Stephen Renouf, Chris Cerillo, and David Grinnell, who have enriched this experience. David helped me connect with five New England lineage societies and the OFPA; Matt Bowdish found propositus that enabled my son and me to join the Society of the Cincinnati; and less than a week later, Jim Faulkinbury traced my lineage to Richard Warren, one of the original Mayflower passengers. All of this is truly humbling! Why?  Because I did absolutely nothing to earn this family heritage. Like each of you, I was simply born into it.
There are countless others in this room and across the SAR whom I could thank by name but I’ll stick to naming just one: John Ferris, with whom I am now permanently bonded — I am honored to call all of my SAR colleagues’ friends and allies. 
The California SAR's future shines brightly with such outstanding leadership. I love the fact that over the next 4 years we will be led by a group of younger men: John, Randy, Brandon, and Dan. 
It is important that we continue on this path as it is critical to the survival of the SAR to find new more youthful ways to make our Patriot Ancestor sacrifices and challenges be relevant to future generations.  While sticking to tradition is part of our DNA, we also need to be open and willing to hand over the reins to those who are younger… 
especially those who are younger than me! 
This past year has been a privilege, with highlights including:
· Honoring 18 Soldados at Patriot Grave Marking Ceremonies in San Diego
· Commemorating Pearl Harbor Day aboard the USS Iowa with H. Delano Roosevelt as keynote speaker.
· Participating in the Breakfast Meeting with the Gen. George S Patton Jr. Chapter and the El Cajon Chapter DAR.
· Being the only SAR member to march in the Shasta City Veterans Day Parade, by myself.
· I was honored to bring SAR greetings to the DAR District II America 250 meeting in Roseville with PG Wright and US America 250 Chair Rosie Rios, an American 250 plaque presentation at Bidwell Mansion in Chico, and the CSSDAR Annual Meeting in Burlingame
· And just this past weekend, being the Emcee for the 250th Commemoration of the Lexington Alarm and the Battles of Lexington and Concord, at the California State Capitol.

Tonight, I cannot be prouder, than to pass the reins to John Ferris. I do so with complete confidence. John is eager and fully capable to lead us forward both with grace and humility. The California SAR is in exceptional hands. I call on each of you to reach out and support John in his new position.
In closing, I return to where I began—thanking each of you for your unwavering dedication and active participation in the SAR. Your passion and commitment are the lifeblood of this Society. Together, we face the difficult challenge of growing the SAR with the same determination and energy of our patriot ancestors.
May God bless the United States of America and the Sons of the American Revolution.
Thank you.

