All of our Compatriots are aware
that the Sons of the American
Revolution has it's roots in our
parent organization, Sons of the
Revolutionary Sires (S.R.S.) Un-
fortunately, the original records
of the S.R.S. and the first years of
the California Society, SAR were
lost in the terrible San Francisco
earthquake and fire. The history
of both Societies was re-created
from the memory of members and a few surviving
documents, for the most part, secondary sources. Re-
cently copies of the newspapers of the era have been re-
viewed, and from them a history of the S.R.S. has been
recreated from primary sources. That factor makes this
article one of significant historical importance.

The Centennial year 1876 - - the 100" anniversary
of the signing of the Declaration of Independence,
resulted in many celebrations throughout the coun-
try including the first Worlds Fair to be held in the
United States; the International Centennial Exposition
that opened in Philadelphia on May 10%, 1876. Cities
throughout the nation planned events to celebrate the
momentous signing of this document of freedom.

San Francisco was one among those many cities.
The year 1875 ended with a proclamation from San
Francisco Mayor Andrew J. Bryant, on December 30%,
1875, that the new year begin with the ringing of the
city’s fire bells for five minutes and the ringing of the
city’s church bells for a half hour beginning at midnight.
The next day, the National and City Guards and the
First California Guard fired gun and cannon salutes at
various locations in the city, special church services were
offered, and fireworks were the order of the day. This
was just the beginning of a year that in San Francisco,
like many other cities throughout the country, included
many plans for celebrating the Centennial, in particular
events to be held between July 3 and 5%.

On June 26", 1876 a letter submitted by an uniden-
tified granddaughter of Revolutionary War patriots
to the editor of the Daily Alta California one of San
Francisco’s newspapers, was printed on page one con-
cerning the forthcoming celebration in San Francisco.
Exhibit one is a copy of this letter as it was printed.
(See Exhibit 1).

Jim LW. Faulkinbury
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ExnisiT 1
From THE DAILY ALtA CALIFORNIA
OF JUNE 26™, 1876, PAGE 1, COLUMN 5

CENTENNIAL,

Buggestion for Descendants of Revolu.
tionary Heroes to Participate in
the Celebration.

Eortors ALTA : Wouldn't {t be a moat novel but
strikingly Interesting Idea io the programma of the
procession for our city Centennial celebration to
bhave represcnted our grandparents of the Revo.
lation by the grandchildren now living residenta
of tbis city ? There might not be asingle liviox son
or danghter, but no doubt there might be & score or
more of real grandchildren. Wou'!dn't it Bs splen.
did {f enough oould bs found t> represent every
ftate in the Union, to ride In a oar sufliclently large
to carry them all, each one carrylpg & small flag
with the name of the Htata they represent, and the
ear des'gnated the Revolatlonary Grandchildren ?
The writer of this is such an one, sn slderly lady, 65
years of age. I am the sranddaughter and atep
granddsnghter of six wbo passed through that
bloody struggle insugurated by the Declaration—the
anniversary of the sigolng of which we have cele.
brated for nipety.uipe yoars, and now are abont to
give unnsual eciat to the Centennial annlversary,

Two of those grandparents lived to be 93
and 98 years of age, Dboth received pen-
sloms from the United Biates Government.

One of them mnever lald on & bed after that
terrible struggle for our Liberty, being deprived
of that privilege, through the asthma, ocontracted
frows taking colds, sleeping out in snows and raios,
duffering and exposure, If the writer could be
trsnsported back to my nstive home in good old
Massachusetts, almost in sight of Plymouth Rock,
I could (Ithink it I8 a0 fresh In my memort) pat
my feetl on the wery spot where I have stood wilh
one of my grandmother's when she told me thete
was where my grandfather dropped bLis plough,
rushed into the old farm-house, shounldered his
musket, kissed her and bis iufant child, (which
ooly died swo years ago, just & bundred years old),
wounted his farm nsg, just uohitched from the
plough, sand while the terrible sound of the hore.-
man, + To arme, to ardie !” was wringing in my
grandmother’s ears, he was away to Boston as & vol.
untesr. All honor to our glorious, noble grand.
parents to-dsy. I oounld tell many, many incidents
tha they all have related to me, #o green and fresh
and beart-stirring to-day Lo me, as, when a child, 1
beard them from thelr own lips, which I

continued on page 11 --> FIE




THE SONS OF REVOLUTIONARY SIRES continued from page 10

ExHiBIT 1 continued

have told myself to many a dear little
ohild In this city, to try to explain whst
the Fourth of Jaly, or Independence, means.

Thesa things must be kept bofore the minds of "dur
young and rising generstion, for from some of thewn
st least must come the {uture sapport of the whols
«fabrio,” so dearly won by those martyred heroes
whose cry, «Liberty or death I went ap to the ears
of a willing, Merciful Father to relleve nus from
tyranny and oppression, making a home for all to
worslip ss they choose, and to buy, sell snd get
gsin, aud send it where thay ligt. I[ the Genersl of
the Day thinks anything of this, for Iknow you will
let bhim see it, tell him I want to go and ocarry the
old Bay Btate flag, iny dear native home, which I
bave not seen for fourtésn years. 1 am the poor
widow of one of the victims ol the privateers of onr

last war, liviog in obscurity.

Bl Yours, eto.,

The following day, another letter to the Editor from
J. L. Cogswell appeared in the Daily Alta California (see
Exhibit 2)

e

Eﬂ ExHiBIT 2
From THE DAILY ArTA CALIFORNIA
OF JUuNE 17™, 1876, PAGE 1, cOLUMN 1

Revolutionary Descendants.

BEpavess Arza : The idea suggested by the grand-
of oie of oar Revolutionary sires seems a
tal one. And as I belong in the same category
youy correapondent, being the grandson of one
of the Revolutionary herces, I shall be happy to
hawe all who belong to this clsss call at my office,
¥o. 380 Kearny street, and organise for the occasion.
J. L. CoaswsLL.
EILl Sam Francisco. June 26th, 1876, FE

The role of Dr. James L. Cogswell in the creation of the
Sons of Revolutionary Sires will be discussed at length
later in this article.

In the June 29%, 1876 issue of the Daily Alta Cali-
fornia, among the several “special items” published on
page one to notify various groups of meetings in prep-
aration for the celebration, another brief notice was
published calling for the descendants of Revolutionary
patriots to meet to discuss participation in the celebra-
tion to be held in that city (see Exhibit 3)

It is said that the meeting called for on the evening

ExnIBIT 3
FroMm THE DaiLy Arta CALIFORNIA
OF JUNE 29, 1876, PAGE 1, coLumN 1
The Bescendants of the Hevolutionary patriots in
this olty are requested to mest at the headquarters
of the Grapd Marshal, at Ko, 212 Kearny streei, at
8 o'vlook: this evening, for the purpose of making
b ta to participate in sthe celebration,

of June 29" was in response to an agreement of those
who attended Dr. James Cogswell’s meeting that they
should coordinate any plans with the Grand Marshal
for the planned parade.

According to a published notice in the July 16%, 1876
issue of the Daily Alta California (see Exhibit 5) record-
ing the events of the most recent meeting of the Sons
of Revolutionary Sires, this first meeting was called by
James P. Dameron, Esq. and twenty-six people attend-
ed and enrolled as members of a new society.

A second meeting was held on July 1% to discuss
the celebration and another thirty members joined the
organization. Another meeting was held on July 4" in
conjunction with the new Society’s participation in the
Grand Procession. Members of the Society joined the
procession on foot carrying thirteen shields represent-
ing the thirteen original colonies. After the Proces-
sion, the members returned to the Palace Hotel where
James Dameron delivered an address. By the end of
that meeting, there were eighty members of the Sons of
Revolutionary Sires. Albert Maver Winn (1810-1883), a
‘“49er who had been an officer in the Mississippi Militia
prior to his arrival in California and had risen to the
rank of Major General in the California State Militia,
was among those men and was chosen as chairman
of this new society. Gen. Winn was the grandson of
Revolutionary War patriot William Winn of Maryland.
It should also be noted that Gen. Winn, who had for
several years been a member of San Francisco’s Fourth
of July Celebration Committee, organized a group of
California pioneers to dress in miner’s garb typical
of the gold rush days and participate in the Indepen-
dence Day parade in 1875. That group formed the Na-
tive Sons of the Golden West and he is considered their
founder as well.

As chairman of the newly formed organization,
Gen. Winn called for another meeting on July 11*. An
advertisement for that call was published in the Alta of
11 July (see Exhibit 4).

e
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ExHiBiT 4
From THE DALy Arta CALIFORNIA
OF Jury 11", 1876, PAGE 2, COLUMN 2

Sons of Revolutionary Sires

B Meet In lower Dashewasy Hsll, 139

Post sireel, THES (TUESDAT) NIQIT, at elght, July
@ LtB, 1876, [y11-1°] A, M. WINN, Obalrman, iy

The meeting of July 11%, 1876 was given as the of-
ficial date on which the Sons of Revolutionary Sires
(S.R.S.) was formally organized. At that meeting, its
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THE SONS OF REVOLUTIONARY SIRES continued from page 11

first slate of officers was selected. Gen. Winn was elect-
ed as President. The other officers of the S.R.S were:
Caleb T. Fay, First Vice-President; Samuel Graves, Sec-
ond Vice-President, Ira S. Root, Third Vice-President,
William B. Easton, Recording Secretary; William H.
Mead, Financial Secretary; ].P. Dameron, Treasurer;
and William B. Moses, Marshal. (see Exhibit 5).

’

ExHiBIT 5
From THE DAy Arta CALIFORNIA
OF JuLy 16™, 1876, PAGE 5, COLUMN 1

SONS OF REVGLUTIONAKY SIRES.
The Boolety Fally tfrgunlned and Offf-
oérs Eleoted.

s 7

On Tuendsy evenlog, July 11th, the descendants
of Rovolutionary ‘patrfots met at Dashaway Hal|
General A. M. Winn, President pro tem., lu the Chalr
In the abreuc- of lLr, E. L. Willard, Sccrotary
protem,, W, B, Eestou was choaca to 1] hia ploce.

Tha roll wans culled, ausen tues arked, snd reading
the mioates of the former nioctings dispensed with,
The Obairman then opensd the mwoeling Ly raying :

Now tbat vor Revolutionary fsthers havs put on
the robes of bilieslul fmmortality and left us s
Republican form of government as a nationsl inhert
tanoe, we, as their desoendants, take pride and
pleasure |n commemorating Lheir berole deeds and
kesping slive the spirit of indopendonce evinced by
them, in opposing tyrsunio rule and catablishing »

Eﬂimoa'

This lengthy article includes the names of all of the
first elected officers, and the names of the 81 members
then on the rolls.

At another meeting the following week, the mem-
bership adopted a Constitution, By-Laws and articles
of incorporation. A Historic Council was created to be
responsible for “all matters of biography, history and rel-
ics” and a Female Department was created to enlist the
“influence of the ladies in promoting the labors undertaken
by their male relatives.” Social reunions were proposed
to be held on the 19" of October each year to celebrate
the anniversary of the surrender of Lord Cornwallis to
Gen. Washington at Yorktown. Celebrations were also
to be held on February 22 and July 4" each year. Ex-
hibit 6 is part of the entry in the July 20% 1876 edition
of the Daily Alta California.

Evidently a lot of interest in this new society was
generated in San Francisco and there was a great deal
of confusion over the qualifications necessary for mem-
bership. In the November 22", 1876 issue of the Daily
Alta California (see Exhibit 7), another article appeared
to clarify the confusion over the membership
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ExHisiT 6
From THE Dairy ALta CALIFORNIA
OF JuLy 29", 1876, PAGE 1, COLUMN 1

Bons of Revolutionary Bireu.

The officers of the new Hoclety of Revolutiopary
destapdants, fo whom was roferred the Constitution,
By-lawse, pnd srticlos of incorporstion, have had a
meeting,

THE OOWETITUTION

Way fflopted by unsafmous vote. It provides that
the neme ghall bo «Bong of Revolutionary 8ires ;"
its object, to units tho descendants of Revolutiopary
patriots ; perpetunte she memory of those who took
partdn the American Ravolution, and msintained
the indepondence of tHa Ynitsd Btato; to promote
social Intetconrse, mental improvement and mutusl
bBeneflf of ity members; to organizs eaxlliary, co.
equal branobes and reprosentative bosdies st such
timed and pikcen as iha Directors may dolsrmine.

HIFPORI8 COUNUIL

Is yrovided for, to bo composed of forty msmburs,
over forly years of age, to whom all matters of
blegmphy. history and relics are to be referred for
arrargoment, record and preservation. Ii {8 to be
oz suxillary of the Associstiop, with power to pass
By-lwrs for itz owr organizstion, and will recom-
mend such mearures as they think proper for the
sction of the wholo Boetoty.

4 FEWALE DEPARTMENRT

Is to be erganized as sn auxliiary, which will be
composdd of the wives, daughters, elo,, of the male
mamners of the Boolasy. The obiect 18 to enlist the
mwos eflolent imficence of ths ladies In promoting
the labors undertaken by tbelr wsle relntives, A
socisl reunion is proposed to be heold on the 19th of
Ootolier of eaoh year, belng the anniversary of thé
Burrender of Lord Cornwallis {0 Washington, st
Yorktown, in 1781, Tha days of cslabration will be
tho 224 of Februsry and ths 4Lk of daly, when oer-
tafn commenmorative seremoniea will be observed by

Empjlh:iu damonsteation of gome kind.

&

requirements for joining the S.R.S. In this article is was
stated that, contrary to the beliefs of some that descent
from a patriot who provided military service was nec-
essary, “Its (the Societies) objectives are to unite the descen-
dants of Revolutionary patriots.”. This included the sign-
ers of the Declaration of Independence, judges, State
Legislators, town councilmen, farmers who raised the
grain, those who made the guns, clothes and ammuni-
tion, etc. (see Exhibit 7).

It is an interesting point that this recognition of
non-military patriotic service as qualifying service in
the S.R.S. is one of the differences between the current
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Exhibit 7 continued from page 13

Tha Bigners of the Declaration of Independencs,
the Judges, Btate Legisiators, Town Councilmen, the
Ministers to forelgn countries, the farmers who
raiged the grain, the mechanics who made the shoes,
the gune, the clothes, ihe smmaupitivn, and
every thing necessary to support and give efolency
40 the Aroy, were alike patriots, though not soldlers
in the ranks. To confine memberabip to the
descendauts of soldiers would ba to exclude the de.
sosndants of John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, Patriok
Henry, snd s long list of men who laid the plans,
msade the Inws, raised the men and equipphd and fed
the rank and file, eto., otc. The founders, peelng
this wonld be ihe oase, took & more expansive view,
and embraced all who had, In any way, taken part in
the Bevolutlon, The minister who prayed for the
cause, the tescher who inculcated in the minds of
youth the prinoiples of a Republican Government,
and the mothers and dasoghters who made clothes for
the soldiers, wers all Important and usef@l patrlots,
Each in their sphero did their part,and are alike en-
titled to membershlp In the Bons of Revolutionary
EBM

B

“Sons of the American Revolution” and the “Sons of
the Revolution” both of which organizations claim de-
scent from the S.R.S.

Why is October 227, 1875 used as the Institution
date for the CASSAR?

The California Society, Sons of
the American Revolution recognizes
the date, October 22" 1875 as the
“instituted date” of the CASSAR in
their history. As the preceding ac-
count suggests, the S.R.S was for-
mally organized at the meeting held
on July 11" 1876. The discrepancy \
in dates requires some analysis to \\
determine why the earlier date is
used.

On June 17, 1875 Colonel Rich-
ard H. Savage, Chief Aid to General
John McComb, the Grand Marshal
of the Independence Day celebra-
tions in San Francisco, delivered an address asking the
people of the city to perfect their arrangements for a
fitting celebration. As a result of his address, a group
was formed and dressed as a platoon of Continental
soldiers to participate in the parade. (See Exhibit 8).

According to accounts written in the 1897 “History,
Constitution and By-Laws, Membership, California Society

E ExHIBIT 8 !@
FroM THE DALy Arta CALIFORNIA (SAN Francisco)
OF JuLy 6™, 1875, PAGE 1, COLUMN 4

The platoon of Continenmtal soldiers, commanded
by Captaipn F. O, M. Feun, was a marked feaiure of
the procession and as they marchbed past in sheir
antigue uniforms, ope almost fancied that the pro.
casslon Wwag & pageant of the 17th ocentury rmthor

than a celebration of this age of military and cavicﬁé

Elinll'hunmam.

of the Sons of the American Revolution Instituted at San
Francisco October 22", 1875 as Sons of Revolutionary
Sires” and the 1901 “Register of the California Society of
the Sons of the American Revolution Instituted at San Fran-
cisco, California, October 22", 1875 as Sons of Revolution-
ary Sires”, as a follow-up to the interest demonstrated
in the 4" of July Parade, Dr. James L. Cogswell of San
Francisco held a meeting at his office at 230 Kearney
Street in San Francisco on the evening of October 22,
1875. Among those present were Dr. Peter W. Randle,
Dr. Emory L. Willard, Joseph Reed, Ira Root, Richard
B. Randle, and Major Edwin Sherman. That evening,
they discussed creating an organization for the descen-
dants of Revolutionary heroes.

According to an account of the meeting written by
Major Edwin A. Sherman in a 1904 pamphlet, “Genesis
and Revelations of the Former ‘California Society of Sons of
Revolutionary Sires” but now the California Society of
Sons of the American Revolution”, Dr. Cogswell called
this meeting to discuss with a group
of his friends who were descen-
dants of Revolutionary sires, the
creation of a society to get ready and
make preparations for celebration of
the Centennial anniversary of Ameri-
ican Independence. Major Sherman’s
fl/account goes on to state that they
| first chose the name “California So-
ciety of Sons of Revolutionary Sires”
but since Major Sherman was then a
resident of Nevada, he objected and
the proposed name was changed to
“National Society of Sons of Revolution-

THE SeaL oF THE Sons oF THE RevoLutionary  ary Sires”. Dr. Randle was selected
SIRES RECREATED FROM A WRITTEN DESCRIPTION as Chairman but ln turn nomlnated

Dr. Cogswell as National President. Dr. Randle was
named Vice President for California, and Major Sher-
man as Vice President for the State of Nevada. Shortly
after that meeting Dr. Sherman returned to Nevada
and in June and July 1876, when the aforementioned
events of the Centennial Celebration took place in San
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THE SONS OF REVOLUTIONARY SIRES continued from page 13

Francisco, he was a delegate to the Republican Nation-
al Convention. Major Sherman’s pamphlet is an angry
account of intrigues that he states were perpetrated by
Gen. Winn in usurping the original organization estab-
lished in October 1875 from the duly elected officers of
that organization and taking it over as his own. It was
also an angry statement about how the newly formed
CASSAR refused to support the building of a monu-
ment in Monterey dedicated to Rear Admiral John
Drake Sloat, USN who took possession of California
in 1846, hoisting the American flag at Monterey Ma-
jor Sherman was, at the time he ;

wrote this pampbhlet, the Secre-
tary of the Sloat Monument As-
sociation.

From the account of the
meetings held in June and
through July 11*, 1876 as pub-
lished in the Daily Alta Califor-
nia of July 16", 1876, itis evident
that 26 men attended the first
meeting on June 29% at which
time Gen. Winn was elected as
Chairman of the organization.
A roll was started at that meet-
ing with Gen. Winn’s name first
on the roll. The July 16", 1876 '
article lists the names of the first
eighty-one men who signed the
roll. It can be assumed that the
numbering on the roll corre-
sponded to the order in which
it was signed. James L. Cog-
sell’s name appears as number
18, Peter Randle’s as 21, and Ira
C. Root’s as number 47. Since

the account states that 26 men signed the roll at the

1"t meeting on June 29" and another 30 at the meet-
ing on July 1%, James Cogswell and Peter Randle were
involved in the first meeting and Ira Root was at the
second meeting. These three men were all present at
the October 22", 1875 meeting in Dr. Cogswell’s office
and it would appear that they considered this to be
a follow-up to that meeting, formally organizing the
S.R.S. Maj. Sherman was not in California during any
of the meetings in June or July 1876. His account in-
dicates that Dr. Cogswell had told him that the only
discussions subsequent to the October 1875 meeting
were casual meetings on the street where they talked
about what regalia to use for the upcoming 4" of July
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WAS ADMITTED TO MEMBERSHIP IN TAE

SONS OF REVOLUTIONARY SIRES

celebration and it wasn’t until his (Dr. Cogswell’s) call
for another meeting at his office in the Daily Alta Cali-
fornia of June 27, 1876 that any further activities were
conducted. It should be noted that the call made in the
June 27* notice did not mention any formal organiza-
tion, only that Dr. Cogswell, like the granddaughter of
the Revolutionary sire who wrote the letter to the Edi-
tor in the June 26" paper, was the grandson of a “Revo-
lutionary hero”.

[t is therefore reasonable to conclude that some of
those present at the meeting on June 29%, 1876 were
_ also present at the meeting of
October 22", 1875 and consid-
- ered this the formal follow-up
. to an idea that had begun eight
| months earlier. They used the
| same name for the society as
had been previously proposed
and considered the meeting in
October 1875 as the point at
which the idea for the S.RS.
| was conceived thus giving that
| date as the “instituted date”
| that has carried on.

Many of the records of
= the S.R.S. were lost in the con-
. flagration that destroyed much
- of San Francisco following the
. disastrous earthquake of April
- 18" 1906. The newspaper ac-

.18 - counts and the annual Regis-

ters of the Sons of the American

Revolution provide an insight
Secretary.

L into the activities of the S.R.S.
E leading to their merge into the
" Sons of the American Revolu-
tion.

As dictated in the meeting in July 1876 where the
Constitution and By-Laws were approved, the annual
reunion and social event was held on October 19%, 1876
to commemorate the victory at Yorktown. An adver-
tisement of the Grand Reunion appeared in the Alta of
QOctober 16", 1876 (see Exhibit 9).

The activities of the S.R.S were continued on a
monthly basis by a governing board and much of their
work was done in secret. Around July 1877, Gen. Winn
moved to Sonoma County, California and Col. Hub-
bard, who was Secretary of the S.R.S., also departed
the state. Without their leadership the Society’s meet-
ings were less frequent and from 1878 to September
1881, when Col. Hubbard returned, the Society was
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E ExtiBiT 9
From THE DALy Arta CALIFORNIA (SAN FRANCISCO)
OF OCTOBER 16™, 1876, PAGE 3, COLUMN 5

SONS OF REVOLUTIONARY SIRES.

Grand Reunion October 19, 1876,
AT UNION HALL.

FROGIIA MM,

L—Prayer by the ¢haplain.

d—Orayon Ly Colounel Calels 'T'. ¥ay,

3—The " Marseillsipe," by the Band.

4—Joem by Colonel Frank Roule.

R="8Siar Spankled Baoner,"

6~ The Urand Mareh and Quadrille Natinnal," de.
dieated to B, I S, dordithe wihich the progrminmos wik
1 e delivered to the dancors.

T—-Orind Waltz, |

#--Minuet de In Cour by 35 members, in clegant Qon.
tinental costuroe, to Le danedd 11 artistic stylo, fod.
lowedd by 13 other dunce s, neearding to UroxTAINMA.
; f—The canvased floor iuust be kept clear for danc-
1,

l—T.adies not allnwed on the foar with bonnets on.
JI—Carriages must come iu on Third and go outt at
Fourth Bireet.

¥ One Tieket will adudt a Kontimman snd Lis ladics.

Tickets for ‘kale al Kherman & Hyde's music storo,
corner of Bilter and Kearny streeis: Col. Androw's
Jewelry etore, under the Itugs Houae, on Mentromary
Atreet; at Andorson & Kandelyin's, eornoer of Butiar
and Montiomory ; and at 603 Washington strect, third
floor. All parsons of wood repute esn purchase tickots
at one dollar each, : .

The kupper room in in'charge of J. H. Jolinson, Su.

nerintendent, for the benefit of th v and (irix
Ad Soclety. o7 o the Boya™ ang nee ey

dormant. He restored vigor to the Society and it again
began holding meetings and celebrating Revolution-
ary anniversaries.

A newspaper article in the Alta of July 30%, 1885
gave a tribute to the late President, Ulysses S. Grant.
The article indicates that President Grant was a life
member of the S.R.S. His patriot ancestor was his
grandfather, Noah Grant

The following men served as President of the Sons
of the Revolutionary Sires

Gen. A M. Winn 1876-1880
Hon. Caleb T. Fay 1881

Capt. Augustus C. Taylor ~ 1882-1883
Loring Pickering 1884-1885
Col. Aloyius S. Hubbard 1886-1889

Source: “Register of the California Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution” (San Francisco: CASSAR, 1901).
From its beginnings, the California Society of the
S.R.S. had been promoting the idea that other states
also create similar societies as well as creating a na-
tional society. By 1889, twenty states had created state
societies. Some used the same name as the California
Society while others took the name “Sons of the Revo-
lution”.  One of those societies, the New York Society

Eﬂ Exnisit 10
From THE Dairy Arta CALIFORNIA (SAN FRANCISCO)
OF Jury 30™, 1885, race 1, Cor. 3 & 4

BONE OF REVOLUTIONARY ®X RES,
Anoiher Tribmte to the Wemory of Gen.
eral Gramt.

The Boolety of the Bons of Revolationary Sires
offer the following tribute ot respect to the mem-
ory of General Grant ;

death of WB.W :zl” red life-member

rant, McGregor, N, Y,,early

in the of Th 234 inst,
morning ursday, .

soldier of the blia, the virtues of
Wi the first Commander-in-Chief, with the
military genlus of a conqueror, an honor to our B:‘-

eourage A

At the descendants of the bravs and waliant few,
who, by their wage of arms, assisted in laying the
foundation of the American pation, we reoc:ﬁnlm the
bun&g}: u&o %mnlpatont ii;: orga y directing,
con ard mecuring the victo great
Commander in battle. o T -ty

The career of Ulysses B. Grant is so widely kmown
tg:t eréar: glaugn has h?ﬂm of his broad statesman«
8hip and noble deeds of valor, and rycord tame
in gxair bearts and letters, k.

His 1ife and military achievementswresent some of
the finest traita of the Amerioan citi#$n and soldiese
unswerving integrity, intrepid condwmt, truthfulness,
honor, firmness in disoipline snd zoal In the profes
tion in which he was educated, ** tombering the ad«
ministration of an exact discipline by the most sle-
vated courtesiea

As a token of respect for his emindant abllity, ex-
alted character and devotion to the Ansrican people,
which traits are without parallel in the annals of the
Republic, the members of this Bociety will wear the
usual badge of mourning for thirty days, and & page
of our records will be set apart {o perpetuste the
f;,d hl.jhat bis name Is borne on the roll of our mem-

rehip.

The members of this Boclety are espocially en-
jolned 10 nesist in the parade and be present :; the
obsequies, held on Angust 8th,

[Meal. LoniNg Picxenrd Presldent.

EILL "A. H. HunparD, Becretary. ﬁﬁ

of the “Sons of the Revolution”, established in 1883,
called for a convention to be held in New York City to
discuss organizing a national association and also to
recognize the 100" anniversary of the inauguration of
George Washington as the first President of the United
States. (See Exhibit 11).

The Honorable Hamilton Fish, Col. A.S. Hubbard,
Col. David Wilder, Major George Blight Halstead (then
living in Elizabeth, New Jersey) were appointed as del-
egates to represent the California Society at this con-
vention. Only Maj. Halstead was able to attend but
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THE SONS OF REVOLUTIONARY SIRES continued from page 15

Eﬂ ExHisiT 11 ‘LE

From THE DALy Avrta CaLiForNIA (SAN Francisco) OF
May 5™ 1889, raGe 1, CoL. 5

From Colopal A. 8. Aubbard, President of
the local soctety, it is learned that delegatoer
have been invited from all the Btate organiza-
tions to meet in New York Civy this week for
the purpose of organizing a national associa-
tion of the Sons of Revolutionary Hires, the
origin of which was the outgrowth of the brief

Itom which appeared in the newe columns of
@the ALTA nearly thirteen years ago.

he maintained telegraph contact with the S.R.S. Presi-
dent, Col. Hubbard [“Register of the California Society
of the Sons of the American Revolution” (San Francisco:
CASSAR, 1901), pp. I-li]. Thirteen of the twenty state
organizations attended the convention. In a dispute
over whether the various state societies should be
considered as “auxiliary” to the New York Society as
proposed by the Pennsylvania Sc both
York and Pennsylvania societies |
dropped out of the convention
and continued under the name,
“Sons of the Revolution”. The
remaining 18 state societies de- |
cided to organize the “National |
Society of the Sons of the Ameri- |
can Revolution”.

Ata Board of Directors meet-
ing on March 22, 1890, the “Cal-
ifornia Society, Sons of Revolution-
ary Sires” officially changed its
name to the “California Society, |
Sons of the American Revolu- |
tion”. On October 19", 1891 a
new Constitution and By-laws |
was adopted. [“Register of the |
California Society of the Sons of the |
American Revolution” (San Fran- |
cisco: CASSAR, 1901), pp. Ii] !

Meanwhile, according to an |
article in the New York Times of ®

No. 22515]. This organization became a member of the
General Society of the Sons of the Revolution.

The role of the officers of the Sons of Revolutionary
Sires in establishing the National Society of the Sons
of the American Revolution did not go unnoticed. At
the First National Congress on April 30", 1890 in Lou-
isville, Kentucky, a resolution was made recognizing
Col. A.S. Hubbard as a Past President-General of the
National Society. At the Third Annual Congress in
1892, another resolution was made recognizing Col.
Hubbard as “the founder of the California Society Sons
of the American Revolution and thereby founder of
the Society at large” and another resolution was made
stating that “the name A.M. Winn, first President of the
California Society, shall hereafter appear in the roll of Past
Presidents-General of this society”.
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ROVIDED AND INST

GOLCHAPTE!

| “Genesis and Revelations of the
| Former ‘California Society of Sons
of Revolutionary Sires” But Now
| the California Society of Sons of
| the American Revolution”, by

April 20%, 1890 (p. 1, col. 4), the THE PLAQUE DEDICATED BY THE SAR MARKING THE Major Edwin A. Sherman, 1904

District of Columbia, New York
and Pennsylvania Societies of the “Sons of the Revolution”
met in Washington D.C. on April 19" and organized
the “General Society of the Sons of the Revolution”. At
a meeting held in Los Angeles on May 8%, 1893, an-
other group of men organized the “California Society,
Sons of the Revolution” [Articles of Incorporation, Sons
of the Revolution, California State Archives, Incorporation

16 -The California Compatriot - Summer 2007

LocatioNn WHERE THE SRS was ORGANIZED

(no publication data, copy avail-
able online at_http://www.ar-
chive.org/details / genesisrevelatio0Osonsrich

Articles of Incorporation, Sons of the Revolution,
California State Archives, Incorporation No. 22515

Jim L. W. Faulkinbury, CG™
Past President,
Sacramento Chapter




