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 Lee Weintraub, President 

 

Lee and his family  have been members of the Beth Emet family for over 35 years.  They are blessed to have two 
amazing adult children, Sari and Josh. Their Beth Emet journey started when they were synagogue shopping for a 
rabbi to marry them. Like many of you, the pre-school played an important role in raising their children.  After that, 
there was no turning back: the Weintraubs were hooked on Beth Emet. This special place fills an important role in 
Lee’s life; a place to celebrate, a place to share, a place to learn, a place to give, and a place to create long and 
special relationships. For 10 years, Lee has been leading the facility committee which culminated in the recent 
renovation of the building and surrounding site. Most recently, as Vice President, Lee has worked to develop a 
focus on donor stewardship and an engaged lay leadership culture amongst the Board of Trustees. Over the course 
of the past 12 years, Lee’s involvement at Beth Emet has been unique as he has firsthand experience in 
understanding what Klei Kodesh and Lay Leadership co-creation feels like. He knows what success looks like at 
Beth Emet and he knows what challenges face the synagogue.   

Lee and Gita were high school sweethearts and have been married for almost 40 years. They live in Lincolnwood 
where they have easy access to Gita's hospice patients along the North Shore and Lee's office which is located in the 
West Loop. Lee graduated from the University of Illinois School of Architecture. The first 20 years of Lee's 
professional practice was focused on the design and construction of numerous large buildings throughout Chicago.  
The last 20 years of Lee's career has been focused on his own firm, Zimmerman Weintraub Associates (ZWA), 
which is a hybrid organization focused on architecture, interior design, project management, and real estate 
development. ZWA in nationally recognized practice focused in two market areas: hospitality and retail. Beyond 
building a company that is about to celebrate its 25th anniversary, Lee is most proud of three accomplishments: 1) 
mentoring many designers to become leaders in an industry which he has been proud to be a part of, 2) volunteering 
for 10 years as the Chairperson of the Chicago Architecture Center Newhouse Competition where he developed an 
inner city drafting curriculum which led to over 500 high school internships over the course of his involvement, and 
3) the re-development of Chicago's West Loop when he purchased, renovated, and introduced the Girl and the Goat 
restaurant to Chicago. This changed the trajectory of the neighborhood.   



   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nisan Chavkin, Vice President 

Nisan and his wife Sarah have been members of Beth Emet since 1992. Nisan just completed his second term on 
the Board of Trustees. He chaired the 5781 High Holy Days Committee and serves on the Kahal Va’ad and other 
committees. He also is a founder and member of the Progressive Chevra Kadisha and the Sunday Morning 
Minyan. Nisan is Executive Director of the Council of Religious Leaders of Metropolitan Chicago and Vice Chair 
of Serve Illinois.  

Nisan and Sarah and were married by Rabbi Knobel. Their two daughters attended preschool and became bat 
mitzvah at Beth Emet. 

 

 

Sara Hartman-Seeskin, Vice President 

Sara and her family joined Beth Emet, where her husband Jonathan grew up, in 2005. Their children Jacob 
(16), Benjamin (19), and Eli (22) attended Beth Emet Early Childhood and/or Beit Sefer and have become 
bar mitzvah as part of the Kahal community. Jonathan is a founder of the Beth Emet weekday minyan and 
the family attends and hosts minyan regularly. Sara completed the Melton School Adult Learning program, 
has served as a member of the Kahal Va'ad, and on the Inclusion Committee. 
 
A native of St. Paul, Minnesota, Sara attended the University of Chicago and has spent her career in the 
publishing industry, specializing in managing foreign and domestic subsidiary licensing for independent 
publishers. Before COVID, business took her to annual book fairs around the world. Sara is eager to return to 
traveling for work and pleasure, and in the meantime enjoys reading fiction, running the streets of Skokie and 
Northeast Evanston most mornings, and holding down the couch with a crochet project. 
 



   
 

 

     

       

 

 

       

Mike Isaacson, Treasurer 

Mike and his wife Karen have been members of Beth Emet since 1997 and live in Wilmette. Their two 
children, Emily and Gabe, both went through the full spectrum of Beth Emet's programming, including pre-
school, b'nai mitzvah, BESSY, and Kabbalat Torah. Mike graduated from the University of Illinois with a 
degree in Accounting. As a CPA, he began his career as an auditor at Deloitte. He received his MBA from 
Northwestern and spent most of his career at Searle and Baxter, in financial, contracting, and marketing 
roles. Mike is now retired and spends his free time as a potter. For the past three years, Mike has been on 
Beth Emet’s Finance Committee and has managed the budget process. 

 

Suki Fisher, Secretary 

Suki Fisher is entering her third year as Secretary of the Board. Among the many chai-lights of her 20+ years 
at Beth Emet, she celebrated the Kabbalat Mitzvah of her now grown sons, Max and Alex, as well as her 
adult Kabbalat Mitzvah. She served on numerous synagogue committees and initiatives, guiding the 
development of the new bethemet.org, co-chairing the Rabbi Selection Committee, and leading 
communications for the tribute to Rabbi Peter Knobel z"l and Beth Emet’s 70th anniversary. She is proud of 
her involvement in social action initiatives, particularly her role in establishing the Beth Emet Soup Kitchen 
and settling a Syrian refugee family in Evanston. Suki lives in Wilmette with her husband Jonathan. 
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Richard Berger 

 

My wife Gabrielle and I have been members of Beth Emet since 2009 when our 
daughter Maya (current age 20) and son Evan (current age 17) attended Beit Sefer.  

This will be my second year on the Beth Emet Board. I will be working on 
membership engagement and retention programs.  

I am excited to attend services and other programs in person this year. 

Judy Caplan 

 

Judy Caplan has been a member of Beth Emet for almost 7 years.  

She leads the Social Justice Advocacy work at Beth Emet. She serves of the Religious Action 
Center's Commission on Social Action and is a Core Team member of RAC-IL.  

She is a regular at Kahal. She and her husband Jim live in Chicago and regularly kvell over their 
five grandchildren. 



   
 

 

                                                                                           
 

             

 

 

Pablo Durango-Cohen 

Pablo is a professor of transportation engineering at Northwestern University.  

Pablo and his wife, Liz, joined Beth Emet when their son, Daniel (17), started Beit Sefer in Kindergarten. 
Daniel is now a junior at ETHS, and continues to be active in Beit Sefer, BESSY, etc. Pablo and Liz have 
two daughters, Rachel (15) and Sarah (9), going through the Beit Sefer program.  

Rachel, a competitive ice-skater, has enjoyed participating in the Purim Shpiel, and singing with the youth 
choir, among other programs. Sarah is having as rich an experience at Beth Emet as her siblings. 

Sandy Cutler 

I’ve been asked why we belong to Beth Emet when my husband Bob and I live in downtown Chicago. Why 
shlep to Evanston for 30 years? We came to Beth Emet when our three children were young we re-connected 
with Rabbi Knobel who was my husband’s college professor. Beth Emet checked all the boxes: excellent 
Jewish education for our children, an engaging Jewish atmosphere that affirmed our religious practice, and a 
social environment that created lifelong friendships.  

I have served on the Board Nominating Committee and the Mitzvah Appeal Committee. Professionally, I 
was a Jewish preschool educator - as a teacher and a school director - at the JCC and Temple Sholom. I now 
enjoy my role as Nana to my six granddaughters and one grandson. 



   
 

 

    

                                                                                                                                                                                                               

                                         

Benjamin Freed 

Ben was born a member of Beth Emet. His parents, Andy and Marty Freed, grew up in Evanston, were married by 
Rabbi David Polish and, soon after, helped to form one of the first chuggim. From nursery school through high 
school, Beth Emet was Ben’s second home and helped shape his Jewish identity. Some of Ben’s favorite memories 
include joining the junior choir under the direction of Cantor Jeff Klepper and celebrating his Bar Mitzvah under the 
tutelage of Rabbi Peter Knobel. 

Ben lives with his wife, Brooke, and their two children, Maddy (9) and Emma (6), in Wilmette. Maddy was part of 
the Early Childhood Program at Beth Emet for three years and Emma is currently in the JCC Early Childhood 
Program at Beth Emet. Ben’s day job is as a cardiologist at Northwestern Memorial Hospital. Ben is excited to give a 
little back to a community that has given him and his family so much. 

Ted Goldsmith 

Ted joined Beth Emet in 2018, as part of the Temple Menorah merge, and has previously served as an appointed 
Menorah representative on the Board of Trustees.  

He has been involved in numerous Beth Emet activities, including adult education, social action causes, and board 
actions. Ted is a retired (recovering?) education lawyer and has a master’s degree in public health. He is the proud 
father of two children, Leah (Andrew) and Alex, and is grandfather to four adorable little monsters.  

Spare time? Mostly guitar, reading, social action causes, biking, and current events. Being on the Board is a chance to 
shape one’s spiritual experience, as well as our community's.  



   
 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

                  

Mari Greenberger 

Mari has been a member of the Beth Emet community since 2018. Her husband, Danny, grew up at Beth Emet 
and they are thrilled to bring their daughters, Noa (6 y/o) and Tali (almost 4 y/o) into this dynamic and 
welcoming community. A love of music, social service, and Judaism has steered much of her passions and what 
brings her joy. 

After growing up in the northern suburbs of Chicago and spending over a decade in Oconomowoc, WI at 
OSRUI as a camper and staff member, joining Beth Emet felt familiar and embodied so much of the vibrant 
spiritual community that anchored Mari growing up.  

She looks forward to watching her children grow, learn, and evolve within this community and making a 
positive impact during her time on the Board. 

Hollis Heavenrich-Jones 

Hollis joined Beth Emet in 2013, along with her husband Mike and son Spencer, not long after they moved to Lincolnwood 
from Lincoln Square. They were looking for an inclusive, socially conscious synagogue that would welcome their interfaith 
family, and they found it in Beth Emet. Spencer started Hebrew School not long after, and celebrated his bar mitzvah in 
2019. The family has made wonderful friends at Beth Emet and celebrated important milestones with the congregation. 

Hollis is the Director of Public Relations at the American College of Allergy, Asthma, and Immunology. She has worked in 
communications in the healthcare/not-for-profit sector for most of her career, except for the three years she took off to live 
in Barcelona, Spain. She was lucky enough to snag a job at the 1992 Olympics and had the experience of a lifetime as a 
media liaison at the swimming venue.  

She has become involved in Beth Emet’s efforts to help settle a family from Afghanistan and looks forward to perhaps 
learning a bit of Pashto and helping the parents and their four children forge a path in their new city. 



   
 

 

     
 

      

Gideon Horberg 

I have been at Beth Emet for almost all of my life, having attended the Early Childhood Program and then joining 
Beth Emet with my family when I was five years old. I attend Kahal and Weekday/Sunday Morning Minyan 
regularly.  

I am passionate about social action and look forward to becoming even more involved in that area and helping to 
strengthen it. 

I believe Judaism should be fun and exciting at the synagogue, and I want to help make that the case at Beth Emet!  

I look forward to working with other Board of Trustees members to envision the future of Beth Emet and help us to 
get there.  

Paul Isaacson 

I have been a member of the Beth Emet family since my first day of preschool and throughout my Beit Safer 
experience, culminating with my kabbalat mitzvah.  

As an adult, I became an individual synagogue member while serving as the volunteer coordinator for the 
Soup Kitchen. Recently, I served on the Communications Committee to help launch the new website. I also 
created a few Zoom computer guide series during the worst part of the pandemic and have hosted several 
other Beth Emet Zoom sessions.  

Outside of Beth Emet, I work at Northwestern University within the Feinberg School of Medicine in their IT 
department. I also enjoy playing saxophone in the Wilmette Community Band. 



   
 

 

 

      

       

Jessica Kaplan 

Jessica and her husband Peter have been members of Beth Emet since 2010 and have lived in 
Evanston for 23 years. Their daughter Daryn (18) and son Asher (14) went through Beth Emet’s 
preschool and Beit Sefer and are devoted OSRUI campers/staff. Both Daryn and Asher became 
b’nai mitzvah at Beth Emet. Jessica has been involved in many aspects of synagogue life, 
including Early Childhood Committee co-chair, Cantorial Search Committee, and Soup Kitchen.  

Her first exposure to Beth Emet was as a Northwestern student, working as a music teacher 
alongside Jeff Klepper. A graduate of the Medill School of Journalism, Jessica spent 14 years as a 
WTTW producer and now runs a photography business, concentrating on families, headshots, 
b’nai mitzvah, and fine art. 

Tamar Karsh-Fogel 

Tamar and her husband, Louis Fogel, have been members of Beth Emet since 2005, when their eldest son, Alex 
(now a sophomore at the University of Illinois Business School), began attending Beth Emet pre-school as a two-
year old in the k’tonton classroom. In addition to Beth Emet’s Early Childhood Program, Alex and his younger 
brothers, Jonah (a junior at ETHS) and Zachary (a seventh grader at Chute Middle School), attended religious 
school at Beth Emet. Zachary is looking forward to joining his brothers in becoming a Bar Mitzvah at his Kabbalat 
Mitzvah this June.  

Tamar is a graduate of the University of Wisconsin-Madison and The University of Chicago Law School and 
currently works as a law clerk for a federal court judge. 



   
 

 

      
 

      

Marti Netler 

Marti and her husband, Eric Spiller, have been members of Beth Emet for six years. They are the parents of Zach, 
Bryant and his wife Kelly, and Michael and his wife Chelsey. Their grandchildren, Mia and Joshua, are the 
apples of their eyes. 

Marti will begin her third year as a member of the Board of Trustees. She has served on many committees, 
including three Mitzvah Appeal campaigns, Stewardship, Continuity Planning, High Holy Day Task 
Force, and Lay Leadership.   

She is proud to have helped create BE Connected, which originated at the start of the pandemic and continues 
thru today. Marti is excited to continue serving the Beth Emet community. 

Ed Linn 

My family and I have been members of Beth Emet since 1982.  For the last 40 plus years, I have been a 
practicing obstetrician/gynecologist and was Chairman of the Departments of Ob/Gyn at Rush University 
Medical Center, Cook County Health System & Advocate Lutheran General Hospital.   

Since my retirement last year, I have spent most of my time consulting with and lecturing for the Covid Task 
Force of the Chicago Medical Society and as a member and volunteer vaccinator for the Skokie Board of 
Health.  I am an avid Chicago sports fan and love to take classes on a wide variety of subjects.  My wife 
Barbara and I are the proud parents of Stephanie (Seth Krantz) and Robin (Jason Saldanha) and devoted 
grandparents of Sam, Jake, Ellie, and Max.  We look forward to being back at Beth Emet in person. 



   
 

 

  
    

      

Michael Orenstein 

Michael and his wife, Susan Laws, have belonged to Beth Emet since 1998. Their daughter, Rachel, 
attended Beit Sefer and celebrated her Kabbalat Mitzvah in 2015.  

Michael deeply values Beth Emet’s community and culture. Over the years, he has been active in social-
action work, the Soup Kitchen, the choir, and the Purim Spiel. He also attends Kahal and serves on its 
Va’ad.  

He was born and raised in Evanston. He has been an Illinois Assistant Appellate Defender since 1997, and 
he currently volunteers for the Chicago Community Bond Fund.  

He loves to backpack and otherwise spend time in nature. 

Michelle Oxman 

Michelle came to Beth Emet through Temple Judea Mizpah, where she and her son took A Taste of Judaism with 
Rabbi Memis-Foler in 2015.  

She has been active in the choir and social action at Temple Judea Mizpah and Beth Emet. She is a retired attorney, 
knitter, and sometimes writer who lives in Evanston with her husband, Bob Drake, and their animals. Their son visits 
from his home in Columbus, Ohio.  

She joined the Beth Emet Board in March 2021. 

 



   
 

 

 

 

Helene Spak 

Helene and her husband Donald have been members of Beth Emet for more than 30 years. Donald is a lawyer and 
teaches two courses at Chicago-Kent College of Law. After 51 years as a teacher of gifted and talented students 
and as a District Coordinator in Northbrook District 27, Helene retired this past June.  She is an adjunct professor 
at DePaul University, College of Education, supervising student teachers. In her free time, Helene enjoys reading, 
bicycling, and spending time with her children and three grandsons.  

She and her husband joined Beth Emet when they were searching for a Hebrew school that would be a good fit for 
their children, Scott and Nancy. Both attended Beth Emet Hebrew School, became Bar/Bat Mitzvah, were 
confirmed, were members of BESSY, and both were married by the Rabbis. Scott is a Professor at the University 
of Iowa, and Nancy teaches middle school in Sharon, Massachusetts.  

Helene has assisted in the Beth Emet Soup Kitchen and served on the New Member Committee. She and Donald 
belonged to a Beth Emet Chug and participate in the Challah Midrash. Whether attending services or participating 
in synagogue events, Beth Emet has been an important part of their lives. Helene and Donald are inspired by the 
work of the clergy, staff, lay leadership, and the Beth Emet families.  

Zach Selch 

Zach has been a member of Beth Emet for 15 years and has previously used business travel to get out of sitting on the 
board. A lapsed Conservative Jew, he has lived half his life in Israel and served as a paratroop scout in the IDF. He’s 
also traveled for business to over 135 countries.  

Now a coach and consultant, Zach is the author of two books and a number of published articles. You probably know 
Zach's wife Tamar, and kids Jade (a sophomore at U of Rochester), Lila, and Thalia. 

A Selch can usually be found in the lobby hogging the wi-fi. The Selches are active in the Soup Kitchen and take 
Purim pretty seriously. 



   
 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                      

Gina Speckman 

Gina and her husband John Boex have been members of Beth Emet since 2010.  They have two sons, Tim and 
Andrew.  Andrew started at Beit Sefer in 2nd grade and celebrated his bar mitzvah at Beth Emet with many members 
of his extended family attended from Israel and experienced an American version of this milestone event.  Gina is 
Executive Director of Chicago’s North Shore Convention and Visitors Bureau, a state certified destination marketing 
organization.  Previously, she was the Senior Director of Marketing Communications for Choose Chicago where she 
helped make Chicago a leading destination for business and leisure travelers. She has also held positions in the 
Corporate Communications Department of the J.P. Morgan Chase in New York where she managed program funding 
for the metropolitan New York City area.  

Gina received a master’s of business administration in management from New York University's Stern School of 
Business. She completed her undergraduate work at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor where she received a 
bachelor of arts degree in economics and minored in marketing. She is a native of Southfield, Michigan and currently 
lives with her family in Wilmette. 

Noel Sucherman 

Noel Sucherman and her husband Paul joined Temple Judea Mizpah over 18 years ago  Their sons Ryan (24), Ethan (18), 
and Colin (16) were honored to become a Bar Mitzvah with Rabbi Memis-Foler.  

While at Temple Judea Mizpah, Noel served on the Board of Directors, Education Commission, and TJM Parents, which 
planned events for the students and school families. Noel volunteered at A Just Harvest Community Kitchen with her 
temple friends for the past nine years and looks forward to returning soon. Noel was asked to serve on the Cantorial 
search committee at Beth Emet where she helped select Cantor Cotler.  

Noel has been a preschool teacher and is currently a paraprofessional at Hynes Elementary school where she has taught 
for the past nine years. In her spare time, she loves reading and taking long walks in the forest. It is not a full day if she 
has not completed her 10,000 steps. She is honored to serve on the Beth Emet Board. 



   
 

 

                     
   

        

Wendy Yanow 

Wendy Yanow (she/her) and her husband Mark Antman have enjoyed being members of Beth Emet for many years. Their 
sons, Max and Daniel, attended religious school, celebrated their Kabbalat Mitzvat, and remained active at Beth Emet until 
college. This community has served a central role in all their lives.  

Wendy served on the Nominating Committee and has co-facilitated Beth Emet adult education workshops around race, 
whiteness, and being Jewish. Wendy holds a doctorate in adult education and serves as a Trustee of Oakton Community 
College.  

She is a racial healing and anti-racism consultant-facilitator for organizations in the Chicago area. 

Jane Wintroub 

Jane joined  Beth Emet over 51 years ago. She first became a member when she married Greg Wintroub. He has been 
a member of the synagogue along with his mother, Ruth Wintroub, for 64 years. She and Greg raised their three 
children, Shana, Noah, and Jeremy, in Wilmette. All three children attended Beth Emet Sunday and Hebrew schools 
through Bnai Mitzvah, Kabbalah Torah, and high school. Jane also celebrated her adult Bat Mitzvah at Beth Emet. 

Jane and Greg were college sweethearts at Washington University in St. Louis. They both recently retired from their 
automotive parts distribution business which they started in 1972. They are the proud grandparents of four girls and 
three boys, ages 5-15. They both love to travel and look forward to seeing their bicoastal families very soon.  

Both Jane and Greg have previously served on the Beth Emet Board and on various committees. Together, they 
chaired the Mitzvah Campaign for in 2015 and 2016. 



   
 

 

 

 

  

Shaina Young 

Shaina and her husband, Eric Young, joined Beth Emet in 2014. They were looking for a synagogue to call home for their 
young family and were drawn to the warmth of the Beth Emet community, the leadership of Rabbi London, and the 
dynamic youth programming. Last summer, their oldest child, Ronan, became a Bar Mitzvah in a unique ceremony that 
took place outside, at the entrance of Beth Emet. Rabbi London, Cantor Cotler, and Ronan lead an inspirational Shabbat 
Morning service on the steps of Beth Emet.  

Shaina graduated from Indiana University with a B.A. in Journalism and English and a minor in Jewish Studies.  After 
working in public relations, Shaina returned to school to earn a M.S. in Exercise Science and has worked in the fitness 
field as a personal trainer and yoga instructor for over 20 years.    

Shaina looks forward to continuing in her broader involvement at the synagogue through service on the board. 

Josh Zorger 

Josh and his wife, Jackie, have been members of Beth Emet since 2016, when they moved to Evanston in search of 
more green space than River North could offer their newborn daughter. They both were raised with a strong Jewish 
identity and it was important for them to find a synagogue for their new family to call home. Zoey (6) and now Jacob 
(4) look forward to Beit Sefer and Gan Yom Rishon, respectively, every Sunday and the whole family are regulars at 
all of the young family programing throughout the year.  Jackie is on the Membership Committee and looks forward 
to planning more social events when it is safe to congregate - which is hopefully very soon!  

Josh grew up in the rural mountain town of Elkins, West Virginia (yes, they were the only Jewish family, and the 
closest synagogue was 65 miles away).  He received his Bachelor of Business Administration from the University of 
Michigan and Masters of Accounting at UIC. Josh started his career at PwC and joined Baker McKenzie's Global 
Finance team 15 years ago. Since then, he has held various roles at the law firm and is currently the Director of 
Global Pricing. 




