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ERIC DUNN
Hooray for Viking

Eric Dunn and his wife Wendy  
have owned three Vikings –  

all named Hooray, also the moniker of   
their world-class hunting ranch in 
Kingman, Kansas – and are currently 
building their fourth boat. Their Viking 
ownership experience began with a 55 
Convertible followed by hull No. 1 of  
the 80 Convertible, which took first place 
in the 2017 Bisbee Los Cabos Offshore 
Tournament. Their current Viking, a 
68 Convertible, will fish in a handful of  

tournaments this summer in a variety of  
locations, including the Mobile  
Big Game Fishing Club Memorial Day 
Tournament out of  Orange Beach, 
Alabama, and the August 5-9 White  
Marlin Open out of  Ocean City, Maryland.  
But it’s not all about fishing for Eric,  
Wendy and their teen-age son, Tucker. 
They also enjoy vacations on their Vikings 
and have already experienced a lifetime 
of  memories on the water with family and 
friends. Their latest adventure? Participating 

for the first time in the 2019 Viking Key 
West Challenge. That’s where Valhalla 
caught up with Eric. In a conversation in 
the salon of  his four-stateroom yacht, Eric 
talks about the importance of  customer 
service, the performance of  the “cutting-
edge” Viking convertibles, the power of  the 
people of  Viking and his close connection 
with his dealer, Galati Yacht Sales. You’ll 
also hear from Wendy and Tucker, too, 
as they share a few of  their unforgettable 
Viking experiences.



®

PREVIOUS 
VIKINGS:  
55 Convertible  
80 Convertible

CURRENT VIKING:  
68 Convertible, Hooray

IN THE BUILD:  
80 Enclosed Bridge

HOMEPORT:  
Cabo, Mexico

CAPTAIN:  
Francisco “Pancho” 
Bojorquez 

MEMORABLE 
MOMENTS:  
•  First place in the 2017 

Bisbee Los Cabos 
Offshore Tournament 

•  Watching son Tucker 
catch a 250-pound 
yellowfin tuna 

•  Non-stop fishing  
action in Magdalena 
“Mag” Bay 

•  Experiencing the beauty 
of Loreto, Mexico 

•  Tucker’s fight with a blue 
marlin that nearly jumped 
into the boat 

•  This year’s Viking  
Key West ChallengeThe Dunns’ owned  

the first 80 Convertible, 
and are now in a 68.
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ERIC:  
VALHALLA: You’ve owned 
multiple Vikings. What has your 
ownership experience been like? 
E: It all started when one of  my clients 
invited us to go to Cabo and experience 
sportfishing. After meeting with Carmine 
Galati from Galati Yacht Sales, I got on the 
Viking 55 demo boat and ended up having 
such a great time that we purchased the 
boat…right then and there. At that point 
I was truly hooked on Viking. We had 
some great times on the 55, but it wasn’t 
too long before I wanted a bigger Viking. 
So I went to the Miami boat show ready 
to buy a Viking 66. But I looked at the 80 
Convertible with Pat Healey and … well, it 
was all over. It was a fantastic boat. We ran 
it for three years. I just stepped into a new 
Viking 68, and we are currently building an 
80 Enclosed Bridge that we are very excited 
about. Carmine Jr. put us on the Viking 68, 
and I fell in love with it immediately. So, 
it’s been a great experience with every boat 
every step of  the way, with a lifetime of  
memorable experiences already. 

V: What makes you keeping coming 
back to Viking?  
E: It really boils down to the service. I am 
telling you, I know service. We are in the 
service business. We own a hunting ranch. 
We entertain some high-profile people, 
and you have to be the best at service to be 
the best in your business. There are lots of  
other reasons, but that one really stands  
out in my mind because of  my own  
business background.

V: What else has impressed you?  
E: Hands down, Viking is the best with 
everything, from the timeliness of  the 
building process, to the quality of  the 
product to the people themselves. I have 
never met anyone from Viking or Galati 
without a smile on their face. Everyone has 
a positive attitude. Things get done. What 
is really important in business and in life is 
surrounding yourself  with the right people, 
and I think Viking has the right people. 
But I always go back to the service. What 
they say they back up. They really do. I have 
never had one bad experience. They take 
care of  you, 100 percent. 

V: Describe your experience with your 
dealer, Galati Yacht Sales.  
E: The friend who brought me into 
sportfishing said to me, “I am going to 
introduce you to a gentleman and his family, 
and I refuse to allow you to buy a boat from 
anyone else.” You can imagine I wanted 
to find out why he felt so strongly about 
[Galati Yacht Sales]. So I met Carmine Sr. 
and Carmine Jr. and the rest of  the family 
and quickly understood what my friend 
was talking about. And now they’re part 
of  my family. Carmine Jr. fishes with us. 
The Galati family comes to the ranch. 
I don’t know how Pat and Carmine Sr. 
got together, but it was a match made in 
heaven. It’s a perfect marriage between two 
companies. Family is a big part of  what we 
do around here, and Viking and Galati are 
definitely part of  my family.”

V: Would you tell us about some of  the 
places you’ve been and things you’ve 
done on your Vikings.  
E: We are into these boats—a lot. So, when 
we buy a Viking you can bet that we use it. 
We’ve made several trips to Mag Bay and to 
the Finger Bank. Last year my family and 
another couple took a two-week vacation 
and went to Loreto, Mexico, and it was a 
trip of  a lifetime. We’ve had our Vikings 
in Costa Rica, and been to Los Sueños a 
couple different times. We have been able 
to go anywhere in any of  these Vikings. We 
are in the 68 right now and I am ready to go 
to Mag Bay again. I am ready. There’s been 
a lot of  great adventures and great times on 
these boats.

V: What’s special about the Viking 68?  
E: I love to tournament fish. And when 

I got on this boat I immediately thought 
it was cutting edge. It’s set up for us to go 
and enjoy these tournaments and enjoy 
them with a lot of  comforts. My captain, 
Francisco “Pancho” Bojorquez, wheels this 
baby around out there like it’s part of  him. 
I am excited about the performance of  this 
boat. It’s crazy how dry this boat is. Now I 
am looking forward to seeing if  we can win 
some tournaments. 

WENDY:  
V: What are some of  things you’ve 
enjoyed most during your time spent 
aboard your Vikings?  
W: There’s nothing like being out there for 
the shot-gun starts during the tournaments. 
It’s been so exciting watching my son learn 
to sportfish and reel in these monster fish. I 
don’t have to fish. I capture the moments—
during tournaments or when we’re just 
with friends and family. The trips have been 
amazing. The memories have been endless, 
but I remember catching my first marlin on 
our 55. The fish—a replica—showed up 
at our front door one day. It was a surprise 
from Eric, who has so many trophies, and 
now I had mine! 

TUCKER:  
V: What has it been like growing up on 
a Viking?  
T: There is so much you can do. It’s one 
thing to go on a trip, but it’s something 
special when you go on a Viking. I love 
spending time on the boat. There’s a lot of  
fellowship. Everyone is together. I love the 
fishing, going offshore and catching such 
huge fish. I will never forget my first marlin. 
It was like he was jumping right at me. It was 
a heart-pounding experience. 
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