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Viking Urges Industry to Comment  
on 2008 Vessel Speed Rule 
 
NOAA review creates opportunity to modernize the 10-knot rule with technology-based 
solutions. Deadline is June 2. 
 
New Gretna, N.J. (May 2026) – Viking is urging boat owners, captains, marine businesses and coastal 
communities to submit public comments as NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) 
reviews the 2008 North Atlantic Right Whale Vessel Speed Rule. 
 
NOAA has issued an Advance Notice of Proposed Rulemaking and opened a public comment period on the 
rule, which limits operators of most vessels 65 feet and larger to 10 knots in designated seasonal areas along the 
East Coast. Comments are due June 2. 
 
NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service created the vessel speed rule 18 years ago to help protect the 
endangered North Atlantic right whale from vessel strikes. In the 2008 rule itself, the agency recognized that 
“the use of technological solutions to minimize or eliminate a problem such as the threat of ship strikes to 
whales is the most desirable approach.” 
 
NOAA is now considering whether to “modify and modernize” the rule with “alternative management areas and 
advanced, technology-based, strike-avoidance measures.” Viking supports NOAA’s goal of protecting the 
endangered North Atlantic right whale and agrees that technology-based solutions must be part of the path 
forward. The rule should account for today’s technology, vessel-specific risk and how modern recreational 
boats are built, equipped and operated. 
 
“This review is long overdue, and now is the time for the marine industry to act,” said Viking President and 
CEO Pat Healey. “We need to put real-world information into the record – vessel technology, navigation tools, 
offshore operating conditions, vessel-size risk, safety concerns and the economic impact on coastal businesses. 
That is how we help make sure the rule protects whales while reflecting today’s technology, safety and access.”  
 
Since 2022, Viking has been engaged on the vessel speed issue, working with the National Marine 
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Manufacturers Association (NMMA), the National Marine Electronics Association and other stakeholders to 
raise concerns about broad speed restrictions, including safety, access, enforcement, economic impact and the 
lack of distinction between large ships and modern recreational boats. 
 
Amending the 2008 rule has broader implications for the marine industry. In 2022, NOAA proposed expanding 
speed restrictions to boats 35 to 64 feet, a proposal the agency withdrew in January 2025. Viking believes 
updating the existing rule can help prevent that proposal, or similar broader restrictions, from being 
reintroduced. 
 
Viking has also supported technology-based solutions through its Whale and Vessel Safety Taskforce, known as 
WAVS. For more than a year, WAVS has used a 24-foot Contender as a research and demonstration platform 
equipped with real-time detection, predictive risk mapping, information sharing and onboard alert systems 
designed to reduce the risk of vessel strikes while maintaining safe navigation. 
 
The 2008 rule was adopted before many of today’s detection, awareness, and navigation technologies were 
available – and before those systems reached the level of precision, reliability and adoption found on modern 
boats. Viking believes those tools, combined with the maneuverability of recreational vessels, must be part of 
the regulatory solution. 
 
The rule also carries real enforcement consequences. NOAA assessed $950,306 in civil penalties across 56 
vessel-speed cases in 2022 and 2023. The rule is also being challenged in court, raising broader questions about 
NOAA’s authority under the current framework, including how vessel speed restrictions are enforced and how 
civil penalties are assessed. 
 
“This is not about eliminating protections,” said John DePersenaire, Viking’s Director of Government Affairs 
and Sustainability. “It is about moving forward with NOAA’s preferred way of mitigating vessel-strike risk – 
technology. Conservation and safe vessel operation are not mutually exclusive, and the public comment process 
gives owners, captains and businesses a chance to explain why technology, vessel-specific risk, safety and 
economic impact must be part of any future approach.” 
 
The easiest way to make your voice heard is through NMMA’s Boating United call to action. It includes a 
prewritten letter that can be submitted as-is, or you can add your own details about your boat, equipment, safety 
concerns and how the rule affects your ability to operate offshore. Comments also may be submitted directly 
through the Federal Register. 
 
Submit comments through Boating United: 
BOATING UNITED LINK 
 
Submit directly through the Federal Register: 
FEDERAL REGISTER LINK 
 
View the 2008 rule and map: 
VESSEL SPEED RESTRICTIONS WITH MAP 
 
From NOAA: 
PRESS RELEASE 
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https://www.boatingunited.org/take-action/noaa-comment/
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/NOAA-NMFS-2026-0364/document?withinCommentPeriod=true
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/endangered-species-conservation/reducing-vessel-strikes-north-atlantic-right-whales
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/media-release/noaa-seeks-information-support-improvements-vessel-speed-regulations?utm_source=chatgpt.com

