
Why are disputes brought before the Kohen,  Levi  and a judge?

Why is  i t  necessary for  God to be involved in the choice of a Jewish

king? 

Why does the Torah ment ion that the k ing may not have "many horses"? 

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

1 .

2.

3.
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י״ז׃ט דברים 
ת אֵ֖ ךָ֔  לְ  ּ ו ד י֣ גִּ הִ וְ  ֙ תָּ שְׁ רַ דָ וְ הֵ֑ם  הָ מִי֣ם  ָּ י בַּ ֖ה  יֶ הְ יִ ר֥  שֶׁ אֲ ט  פֵ֔ ֹ שּׁ הַ אֶל־ וְ ם  ִּ֔ י וִ לְ הַ ים֙  נִ כֹּהֲ הַ אֶל־ ּבָאתָ֗  ו

ט׃ ֽ פָּ שְׁ מִּ הַ ר֥  בַ דְּ
DEVARIM 17:9

And appear before the pr iests ,  lev i tes and the judge in charge at the

t ime,  and present your problem. When they have announced to you the

verdict  in  the case,

-ט״ז י״ז׃ט״ו דברים 
וֹ לּ֣ ה־ בֶּ רְ יַ ־ לאֹ ק֮  רַ . . . ךָ  ֗י חֶ אַ רֶ֣ב  קֶּ מִ וֹ֑  בּ ךָ  י להֶֹ֖ אֱ ה֥  הוָ יְ ר֛  חַ בְ יִ ר֥  שֶׁ אֲ ךְ  לֶ מֶ֔  ֙ ךָ י֙ לֶ עָ ֤ים  שִׂ תָּ שׂוֹ֣ם 
ּן סִפו֗ תֹ א  ֹ֣ ל ם  כֶ֔ לָ ר֣  מַ אָ ֽיהוָה֙  וַ ס֑וּס  וֹ֣ת  בּ רְ הַ ן  עַ מַ֖ לְ מָה  יְ רַ֔ צְ מִ אֶת־הָעָם֙  ֤יב  שִׁ יָ א־ ֹֽ ל וְ ּסִים֒  סו

ד׃ וֹ עֽ ֖ה  ֶּ ז הַ ךְ  רֶ ֥ דֶּ בַּ ּב  ו֛ שׁ לָ
DEVARIM 17:15-16

You shal l  be free to set  a k ing over yourself ,  one chosen by the LORD

your God.. .Moreover ,  he shal l  not keep many horses or  send people

back to Egypt to add to h is  horses,  s ince the LORD has warned you,

“You must not go back that way again.”
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Why is  such emphasis  placed on the k ing having his  own Torah with h im

at al l  t imes?

In the Mishna's  explanat ion of al l  the verses in Devar im,  what is  the

common theme?  

In  B ibl ical  t imes,  there were spi r i tual  leaders (pr iests/lev i tes) ,  judges,

the high court ,  the prophet and the k ing.  Each is  responsible for  a

specif ic area,  why do you th ink th is  was the structure created for  the

Jewish community? 

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

1 .

2.

3.

TALMUD MASECHET SANHEDRIN 21B

MISHNA: The k ing “shal l  not accumulate many horses for  h imself”

(Deuteronomy 17: 16) ,  but only  enough for  h is  char iot  in  war and in peace.

“Neither shal l  he great ly  accumulate s i lver  and gold for  h imself”

(Deuteronomy 17: 17) ,  but only  enough to provide his  soldiers ’  sustenance

[aspanya].  And the k ing wr i tes h imself  a Torah scrol l  for  h is  sake,  as

st ipulated in Deuteronomy 17: 18.  When he goes out to war ,  he br ings i t  out

with h im. When he comes in f rom war,  he br ings i t  in  with h im. When he s i ts

in judgment,  i t  i s  with h im. When he recl ines to eat ,  i t  i s  opposite h im,  as i t

is  stated:  “And i t  shal l  be with h im and he shal l  read i t  a l l  the days of  h is

l i fe”  (Deuteronomy 17: 19) .

י״ז׃י״ח דברים 
י֥ נֵ פְ לִּ מִ פֶר  סֵ֔ עַל־ ֹּאת֙  ז הַ ה  רָ֤ וֹ תּ הַ ה֨  נֵ שְׁ מִ אֶת־ וֹ֜  ל תַ֨ב  כָ וְ וֹ֑  תּ כְ לַ מְ מַ א֣  סֵּ כִּ עַ֖ל  וֹ  תּ֔ בְ שִׁ כְ ה֣  יָ הָ וְ
ֽם׃ ִּ י וִ לְ הַ ֖ים  נִ הֲ כֹּ הַ

Please share your questions,  thoughts,  comments!  Rachel  & Daniel  Kraus rdk@ckj.org 

DEVARIM 17:18

When he (the k ing) is  seated on his  royal  throne,  he shal l  have a copy of

the Torah wr i t ten for  h im on a scrol l  by the pr iests  and lev i tes.  

ב עמוד  כ״א  ן  סנהדרי מסכת 
אלא מאד  לו  ירבה  לא  וזהב  וכסף  מרכבתו  כדי  אלא  סוסים  לו  ירבה  לא  ׳  י מתנ
הוא נכנס  עמה  מוציאה  למלחמה  וצא  י לשמו  ס"ת  לו  וכותב  אספניא  ליתן  כדי 

והיתה יט)   , ז י דברים  ) שנאמר  כנגדו  היא  מיסב  עמו  היא  ן  בדי יושב  עמו  מכניסה 
: ו י חי ימי  כל  בו  וקרא  עמו 

“what emerges f rom the [bibl ical]  texts  is  not democracy throughout the

pol i t ical  system, but a dist inct  not ion of power-shar ing at i ts  h ighest

levels .  Neither Scr ipture nor ear ly  rabbinic wr i t ings express any sympathy

whatsoever for  a system of government in which a s ingle body or  group

possesses a monopoly of  pol i t ical  author i ty .”

-  Stuart  Cohen,  The Three Crowns


